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This regional instrument complements the 1951 Convention. It extends the refugee 
definition to people who may not be covered by the 1951 Convention but who are 
forced to move for a complex range of reasons including widespread human rights 
abuses, armed conflict and generalized violence. 
 
Selected Provisions 
 
Article I - Definition of the term "Refugee" 

1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "refugee" shall mean every person 
who, owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, 
nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the 
country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail 
himself of the protection of that country, or who, not having a nationality and being 
outside the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events is 
unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it. 

2. The term "refugee" shall also apply to every person who, owing to external 
aggression, occupation, foreign domination or events seriously disturbing public order 
in either part or the whole of his country of origin or nationality, is compelled to leave 
his place of habitual residence in order to seek refuge in another place outside his 
country of origin or nationality. 

3. In the case of a person who has several nationalities, the term "a country of which 
he is a national" shall mean each of the countries of which he is a national, and a 
person shall not be deemed to be lacking the protection of the country of which he is a 
national if, without any valid reason based on well-founded fear, he has not availed 
himself of the protection of one of the countries of which he is a national. 

…… 

6. For the purposes of this Convention, the Contracting State of Asylum shall 
determine whether an applicant is a refugee. 

Article II - Asylum 

1. Member States of the OAU shall use their best endeavours consistent with their 
respective legislations to receive refugees and to secure the settlement of those 
refugees who, for well-founded reasons, are unable or unwilling to return to their 
country of origin or nationality. 

2. The grant of asylum to refugees is a peaceful and humanitarian act and shall not be 
regarded as an unfriendly act by any Member State. 

                                                 
1 1001 United Nations Treaty Series 45. http://www.africa-
union.org/Official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/Refugee_Convention.pdf. 



3. No person shall be subjected by a Member State to measures such as rejection at 
the frontier, return or expulsion, which would compel him to return to or remain in a 
territory where his life, physical integrity or liberty would be threatened for the 
reasons set out in Article I, paragraphs 1 and 2. 

4. Where a Member State finds difficulty in continuing to grant asylum to refugees, 
such Member State may appeal directly to other Member States and through the 
OAU, and such other Member States shall in the spirit of African solidarity and 
international co-operation take appropriate measures to lighten the burden of the 
Member State granting asylum. 

5. Where a refugee has not received the right to reside in any country of asylum, he 
may be granted temporary residence in any country of asylum in which he first 
presented himself as a refugee pending arrangement for his resettlement in accordance 
with the preceding paragraph. 

6. For reasons of security, countries of asylum shall, as far as possible, settle refugees 
at a reasonable distance from the frontier of their country of origin. 

Article VIII - Cooperation with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees 

1. Member States shall co-operate with the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

2. The present Convention shall be the effective regional complement in Africa of the 
1951 United Nations Convention on the Status of Refugees. 
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