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The protocol provides for a definition of “smuggjinand requires State Parties to
make the smuggling of migrants for financial or esttmaterial benefit a criminal

offence under their national laws. The fundameptdicy set by the Protocol is that
its focuses its strategy to combat smuggling on abe of smuggling and not on

migration itself. The Protocol also contains satgds in relation to the rights, legal
status and safety of smuggled migrants and illeggilents, including those who are
also asylum-seekers. One of the key safeguardeeiseference to international law,
including international humanitarian human righted aefugee law in the savings
clause, Article 19 of the Protocol. The Protocgbatontains provisions on prevention
of smuggling of migrants, and on general and smeddrms of cooperation and

assistance for the prevention, investigation amdguution of offences covered by the
UN Convention on Transnational Organized Crime téwedProtocol.

Preamble
The Sates Parties to this Protocol,

Declaring that effective action to prevent and combat theigghng of
migrants by land, sea and air requires a compréhenaternational approach,
including cooperation, the exchange of informatsod other appropriate measures,
including socio-economic measures, at the natioeglpnal and international levels,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 54/212 of 22 Decenf899, in
which the Assembly urged Member States and the ednitlations system to
strengthen international cooperation in the areaindérnational migration and
development in order to address the root causesgration, especially those related
to poverty, and to maximize the benefits of intéoreal migration to those
concerned, and encouraged, where relevant, intenalg regional and subregional
mechanisms to continue to address the questiongsétion and development,

! www.uncjin.org/Documents/Conventions/dcatoc/finalcwiments_2/convention_smug_eng.pdf.

The Protocol provides Contracting States with aeatiffe tool to combat and prevent human smuggliige
Protocol is designed to fight cross-border crimg®bliging signatories to adopt national legislatineasures, to
open information channels and to promote cooperati@nforcement of international law. However, tiesv laws
do not aim to dictate domestic migration policy anigration flow. They recognize that migration isdlf is not a
crime and therefore not liable to criminal prosemut Migrants are victims in need of protectiongrifore
emphasis is placed on the criminalization of theugghers and the organized criminal groups behirgth
Chapter Il of the Protocol reflects relevant prasis of IMO advisory Circular (MSC/Circ.896)terim measures
for combating unsafe practices associated with the trafficking or transport of migrants by sea, which notes the
unsafe conditions of the migrants voyages on shHigs are not intended carrying passengers, andnesitl
measures to be taken by to eliminate these unsaftiges associated with the trafficking or trarmsd migrants
by sea. The Circular remains an effective guidelimeStates that are not signatories to the Prdtoco



Convinced of the need to provide migrants with humane treatnand full
protection of their rights,

Taking into account the fact that, despite work undertaken in other
international forums, there is no universal insteminthat addresses all aspects of
smuggling of migrants and other related issues,

Concerned at the significant increase in the activities ogamized criminal
groups in smuggling of migrants and other relatechioal activities set forth in this
Protocol, which bring great harm to the States eamed,

Also concerned that the smuggling of migrants can endanger teslior
security of the migrants involved,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 53/111 of 9 Decemf#98] in
which the Assembly decided to establish an oper@ndtergovernmental ad hoc
committee for the purpose of elaborating a compreive international convention
against transnational organized crime and of dsogsthe elaboration of, inter alia,
an international instrument addressing illegal ficking in and transporting of
migrants, including by sea,

Convinced that supplementing the United Nations Conventigairast
Transnational Organized Crime with an internationatrument against the
smuggling of migrants by land, sea and air willugeful in preventing and combating
that crime,

Have agreed as follows:

I. General provisions
Article 1

Relation with the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

1. This Protocol supplements thinited Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime. It shall be intetgui¢ogether with the Convention.

2. The provisions of the Convam shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to this
Protocol unless otherwise provided herein.

3. The offences establishedanordance with article 6 of this Protocol
shall be regarded as offences established in amsoedwvith the Convention.

Article 2
Satement of purpose
The purpose of this Protocol isptevent and combat the smuggling of

migrants, as well as to promote cooperation amadate$ Parties to that end, while
protecting the rights of smuggled migrants.



Article 3
Use of terms
For the purposes of this Protocol:

(@ "Smuggling of migrants” Bhaean the procurement, in order to
obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or othmaterial benefit, of the illegal entry
of a person into a State Party of which the pelisamot a national or a permanent
resident;

(b)  "lllegal entry" shall meanossing borders without complying with
the necessary requirements for legal entry inta¢beiving State;

(c) "Fraudulent travel or idéyntdocument” shall mean any travel or
identity document:

() That has been falsely madaltered in some material way by anyone
other than a person or agency lawfully authorizedntake or issue the travel or
identity document on behalf of a State; or

(i) That has been improperlysused or obtained through
misrepresentation, corruption or duress or in ahgrounlawful manner; or

(i)  That is being used byerson other than the rightful holder;

(d) "Vessel" shall mean any eypf water craft, including non-
displacement craft and seaplanes, used or capdbbeiog used as a means of
transportation on water, except a warship, navalliaty or other vessel owned or
operated by a Government and used, for the timegb&nly on government non-
commercial service.

Article4
Scope of application

This Protocol shall apply, excemt atherwise stated herein, to the
prevention, investigation and prosecution of thierafes established in accordance
with article 6 of this Protocol, where the offenca® transnational in nature and
involve an organized criminal group, as well astiie protection of the rights of
persons who have been the object of such offences.
Article 5

Criminal liability of migrants

Migrants shall not become liabletoninal prosecution under this Protocol
for the fact of having been the object of condettfsrth in article 6 of this Protocol.



Article 6
Criminalization

1. Each State Party shall adamth legislative and other measures as
may be necessary to establish as criminal offerveleen committed intentionally and
in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a fingal or other material benefit:

(@ The smuggling of migrants;

(b)  When committed for the pasp of enabling the smuggling of
migrants:

() Producing a fraudulent &her identity document;
(i)  Procuring, providing or ggessing such a document;

(c) Enabling a person who i¢ amational or a permanent resident to
remain in the State concerned without complyinghwiite necessary requirements for
legally remaining in the State by the means meetiom subparagraph (b) of this
paragraph or any other illegal means.

2. Each State Party shall aldopt such legislative and other measures as
may be necessary to establish as criminal offences:

(@) Subject to the basic coteep its legal system, attempting to commit
an offence established in accordance with paradtagitthis article;

(b) Participating as an accaogin an offence established in accordance
with paragraph 1 (a), (b) (i) or (c) of this arichnd, subject to the basic concepts of
its legal system, participating as an accomplice am offence established in
accordance with paragraph 1 (b) (ii) of this aijcl

(c) Organizing or directing ethpersons to commit an offence
established in accordance with paragraph 1 ofattisle.

3. Each State Party shall adapth legislative and other measures as
may be necessary to establish as aggravating citamees to the offences established
in accordance with paragraph 1 (a), (b) (i) andofcdhis article and, subject to the
basic concepts of its legal system, to the offerestablished in accordance with
paragraph 2 (b) and (c) of this article, circumsé&m

(@) That endanger, or are jikiel endanger, the lives or safety of the
migrants concerned; or

(b) That entail inhuman or deljng treatment, including for
exploitation, of such migrants.



4.  Nothing in this Protocol Bhprevent a State Party from taking
measures against a person whose conduct constiénteffence under its domestic
law.

[1. Smuggling of migrants by sea
Article 7
Cooperation

States Parties shall cooperatéh¢oftillest extent possible to prevent and
suppress the smuggling of migrants by sea, in dacmwe with the international law of
the sea.

Article 8
Measures against the smuggling of migrants by sea

1. A State Party that has raeabte grounds to suspect that a vessel that
is flying its flag or claiming its registry, thas iwithout nationality or that, though
flying a foreign flag or refusing to show a flag, in reality of the nationality of the
State Party concerned is engaged in the smuggfinggrants by sea may request the
assistance of other States Parties in suppredsngse of the vessel for that purpose.
The States Parties so requested shall render ssistaance to the extent possible
within their means.

2. A State Party that has reabte grounds to suspect that a vessel
exercising freedom of navigation in accordance witkrnational law and flying the
flag or displaying the marks of registry of anott®tate Party is engaged in the
smuggling of migrants by sea may so notify the f&tgte, request confirmation of
registry and, if confirmed, request authorizaticont the flag State to take appropriate
measures with regard to that vessel. The flag $tateauthorize the requesting State,
inter alia:

(@ To board the vessel,
(b) To search the vessel; and

(c) If evidence is found thhetvessel is engaged in the smuggling of
migrants by sea, to take appropriate measuresregect to the vessel and persons
and cargo on board, as authorized by the flag State

3. A State Party that has takkeyp measure in accordance with paragraph
2 of this article shall promptly inform the flaga® concerned of the results of that
measure.

4. A State Party shall respaxgeditiously to a request from another
State Party to determine whether a vessel thdaishing its registry or flying its flag
is entitled to do so and to a request for authtidmamade in accordance with
paragraph 2 of this article.



5. A flag State may, consisterth article 7 of this Protocol, subject its
authorization to conditions to be agreed by it @né requesting State, including
conditions relating to responsibility and the exteheffective measures to be taken.
A State Party shall take no additional measurebawit the express authorization of
the flag State, except those necessary to relimmainent danger to the lives of
persons or those which derive from relevant bitdter multilateral agreements.

6. Each State Party shall destig an authority or, where necessary,
authorities to receive and respond to requestsa$sistance, for confirmation of
registry or of the right of a vessel to fly its dleand for authorization to take
appropriate measures. Such designation shall béiedothrough the Secretary-
General to all other States Parties within one moithe designation.

7. A State Party that has reabte grounds to suspect that a vessel is
engaged in the smuggling of migrants by sea andlitisout nationality or may be
assimilated to a vessel without nationality may rdoand search the vessel. If
evidence confirming the suspicion is found, that&tParty shall take appropriate
measures in accordance with relevant domesticragachational law.

Article9
Safeguard clauses

1. Where a State Party takeasukees against a vessel in accordance with
article 8 of this Protocol, it shall:

(@) Ensure the safety and hwertegatment of the persons on board;

(b) Take due account of thedneet to endanger the security of the
vessel or its cargo;

(c) Take due account of thedneet to prejudice the commercial or legal
interests of the flag State or any other intereStzde;

(d)  Ensure, within availableans, that any measure taken with regard to
the vessel is environmentally sound.

2.  Where the grounds for meesuaken pursuant to article 8 of this
Protocol prove to be unfounded, the vessel shaltdmapensated for any loss or
damage that may have been sustained, providethinaessel has not committed any
act justifying the measures taken.

3.  Any measure taken, adoptednplemented in accordance with this
chapter shall take due account of the need nattéofere with or to affect:

(@) The rights and obligatiaarsl the exercise of jurisdiction of coastal
States in accordance with the international lathefsea; or

(b)  The authority of the flagat® to exercise jurisdiction and control in
administrative, technical and social matters inva\the vessel.



4. Any measure taken at seagyant to this chapter shall be carried out
only by warships or military aircraft, or by oth&hnips or aircraft clearly marked and
identifiable as being on government service andaged to that effect.

[11. Prevention, cooper ation and other measur es
Article 10
Information

1. Without prejudice to artel@7 and 28 of the Convention, States
Parties, in particular those with common borderdocated on routes along which
migrants are smuggled, shall, for the purpose difiezing the objectives of this
Protocol, exchange among themselves, consistehttiagir respective domestic legal
and administrative systems, relevant informatiomatters such as:

(@) Embarkation and destinatmmnts, as well as routes, carriers and
means of transportation, known to be or suspectedemg used by an organized
criminal group engaged in conduct set forth incéetb of this Protocol;

(b)  The identity and methods avfjanizations or organized criminal
groups known to be or suspected of being engagedriduct set forth in article 6 of
this Protocol;

(c) The authenticity and properm of travel documents issued by a
State Party and the theft or related misuse ofidiavel or identity documents;

(d) Means and methods of colmeat and transportation of persons, the
unlawful alteration, reproduction or acquisition @her misuse of travel or identity
documents used in conduct set forth in article &isf Protocol and ways of detecting
them;

(e) Legislative experiences gumdctices and measures to prevent and
combat the conduct set forth in article 6 of thistBcol; and

(H  Scientific and technolodigaformation useful to law enforcement, so
as to enhance each other's ability to prevent,ctieted investigate the conduct set
forth in article 6 of this Protocol and to prosexttiose involved.

2. A State Party that receirdgermation shall comply with any request
by the State Party that transmitted the informatiat places restrictions on its use.

Article 11
Border measures
1. Without prejudice to intetioaal commitments in relation to the free

movement of people, States Parties shall strengtteerthe extent possible, such
border controls as may be necessary to prevendetedt the smuggling of migrants.



2. Each State Party shall adegislative or other appropriate measures
to prevent, to the extent possible, means of tramgperated by commercial carriers
from being used in the commission of the offencealdshed in accordance with
article 6, paragraph 1 (a), of this Protocol.

3. Where appropriate, and withprejudice to applicable international
conventions, such measures shall include estahgsthie obligation of commercial
carriers, including any transportation companyhar @wner or operator of any means
of transport, to ascertain that all passengersnapessession of the travel documents
required for entry into the receiving State.

4. Each State Party shall tdleenecessary measures, in accordance with
its domestic law, to provide for sanctions in casesiolation of the obligation set
forth in paragraph 3 of this article.

5. Each State Party shall adeisitaking measures that permit, in
accordance with its domestic law, the denial ofyeat revocation of visas of persons
implicated in the commission of offences establisimeaccordance with this Protocol.

6. Without prejudice to artidé@ of the Convention, States Parties shall
consider strengthening cooperation among bordetraloagencies by, inter alia,
establishing and maintaining direct channels of momication.

Article 12
Security and control of documents

Each State Party shall take suclasmees as may be necessary, within
available means:

(@) To ensure that travel agntity documents issued by it are of such
qguality that they cannot easily be misused and atanreadily be falsified or
unlawfully altered, replicated or issued; and

(b) To ensure the integrity aeturity of travel or identity documents
issued by or on behalf of the State Party and &venmt their unlawful creation,
issuance and use.

Article 13
Legitimacy and validity of documents

At the request of another StatayRar State Party shall, in accordance with
its domestic law, verify within a reasonable tirhe tegitimacy and validity of travel
or identity documents issued or purported to haeenbissued in its name and
suspected of being used for purposes of condudbgbtin article 6 of this Protocol.

Article 14

Training and technical cooperation



1. States Parties shall provadestrengthen specialized training for
immigration and other relevant officials in previegtthe conduct set forth in article 6
of this Protocol and in the humane treatment ofrarits who have been the object of
such conduct, while respecting their rights adat in this Protocol.

2. States Parties shall codeewaith each other and with competent
international organizations, non-governmental ogions, other relevant
organizations and other elements of civil societyappropriate to ensure that there is
adequate personnel training in their territoriegptevent, combat and eradicate the
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol @aadrotect the rights of migrants who
have been the object of such conduct. Such trastiad) include:

(@ Improving the security andlity of travel documents;
(b) Recognizing and detectirauftulent travel or identity documents;

(c) Gathering criminal intelligee, relating in particular to the
identification of organized criminal groups knowa be or suspected of being
engaged in conduct set forth in article 6 of thgt&col, the methods used to transport
smuggled migrants, the misuse of travel or identbcuments for purposes of
conduct set forth in article 6 and the means oftcealment used in the smuggling of
migrants;

(d) Improving procedures fotet#ing smuggled persons at conventional
and non-conventional points of entry and exit; and

(e) The humane treatment oframgs and the protection of their rights as
set forth in this Protocol.

3. States Parties with relevaxpertise shall consider providing technical
assistance to States that are frequently courfiesigin or transit for persons who
have been the object of conduct set forth in @&t&lof this Protocol. States Parties
shall make every effort to provide the necessasgurces, such as vehicles, computer
systems and document readers, to combat the coselufcirth in article 6.

Article 15
Other prevention measures

1. Each State Party shall takeasures to ensure that it provides or
strengthens information programmes to increaseigallareness of the fact that the
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol ascriminal activity frequently
perpetrated by organized criminal groups for prafit that it poses serious risks to
the migrants concerned.

2. In accordance with articte & the Convention, States Parties shall
cooperate in the field of public information foretlpurpose of preventing potential
migrants from falling victim to organized crimingdoups.



3. Each State Party shall prmor strengthen, as appropriate,
development programmes and cooperation at thenaticegional and international
levels, taking into account the socio-economic itieal of migration and paying
special attention to economically and socially ésped areas, in order to combat the
root socio-economic causes of the smuggling of amty, such as poverty and
underdevelopment.

Article 16
Protection and assistance measures

1. In implementing this Prothoeach State Party shall take, consistent
with its obligations under international law, alppropriate measures, including
legislation if necessary, to preserve and proteetrights of persons who have been
the object of conduct set forth in article 6 ofsthProtocol as accorded under
applicable international law, in particular thehtigo life and the right not to be
subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman oraéigg treatment or punishment.

2. Each State Party shall takpropriate measures to afford migrants
appropriate protection against violence that maynfieeted upon them, whether by
individuals or groups, by reason of being the dbggdaconduct set forth in article 6 of
this Protocol.

3. Each State Party shall affappropriate assistance to migrants whose
lives or safety are endangered by reason of béiagbject of conduct set forth in
article 6 of this Protocol.

4. In applying the provisioristiois article, States Parties shall take into
account the special needs of women and children.

5. In the case of the detentidra person who has been the object of
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocolclesstate Party shall comply with its
obligations under the Vienna Convention on Cons&alations, where applicable,
including that of informing the person concernedhaut delay about the provisions
concerning notification to and communication witmsular officers.

Article 17
Agreements and arrangements

States Parties shall consider toaciusion of bilateral or regional
agreements or operational arrangements or unddmstanaimed at:

(@) Establishing the most appiate and effective measures to prevent
and combat the conduct set forth in article 6 of Brotocol; or

(b)  Enhancing the provisiongho$ Protocol among themselves.



Article 18
Return of smuggled migrants

1. Each State Party agreesatnlifate and accept, without undue or
unreasonable delay, the return of a person whobkas the object of conduct set
forth in article 6 of this Protocol and who is i&tional or who has the right of
permanent residence in its territory at the timeetdirn.

2. Each State Party shall adersithe possibility of facilitating and
accepting the return of a person who has been bfextoof conduct set forth in
article 6 of this Protocol and who had the righpefmanent residence in its territory
at the time of entry into the receiving State in@dance with its domestic law.

3. At the request of the reoegvState Party, a requested State Party
shall, without undue or unreasonable delay, venifiether a person who has been the
object of conduct set forth in article 6 of thiotrcol is its national or has the right of
permanent residence in its territory.

4. In order to facilitate theturn of a person who has been the object of
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol asdavithout proper documentation, the
State Party of which that person is a nationalnowhich he or she has the right of
permanent residence shall agree to issue, at theese of the receiving State Party,
such travel documents or other authorization as Ineayecessary to enable the person
to travel to and re-enter its territory.

5. Each State Party involvethwhe return of a person who has been the
object of conduct set forth in article 6 of thisofcol shall take all appropriate
measures to carry out the return in an orderly reaamd with due regard for the
safety and dignity of the person.

6. States Parties may coopesdtte relevant international organizations
in the implementation of this article.

7. This article shall be witlhquejudice to any right afforded to persons
who have been the object of conduct set forth titlar6 of this Protocol by any
domestic law of the receiving State Party.

8. This article shall not afféize obligations entered into under any other
applicable treaty, bilateral or multilateral, or yamther applicable operational
agreement or arrangement that governs, in whoie part, the return of persons who
have been the object of conduct set forth in a&ticbf this Protocol.

V. Final provisions

Article 19

Saving clause



1. Nothing in this Protocol Bhaffect the other rights, obligations and
responsibilities of States and individuals undetenmational law, including
international humanitarian law and internationamiam rights law and, in particular,
where applicable, the 1951 Convention and the Fa6¥ocol relating to the Status of
Refugees and the principle of non-refoulement asacoed therein.

2. The measures set forth is Brotocol shall be interpreted and applied
in a way that is not discriminatory to persons lo& ground that they are the object of
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol.eTimterpretation and application of
those measures shall be consistent with interrationecognized principles of non-
discrimination.

Article 20
Settlement of disputes

l. States Parties shall endeavto settle disputes concerning the
interpretation or application of this Protocol thgh negotiation.

2.  Any dispute between two ooren States Parties concerning the
interpretation or application of this Protocol tisahnot be settled through negotiation
within a reasonable time shall, at the request ¢ of those States Parties, be
submitted to arbitration. If, six months after tate of the request for arbitration,
those States Parties are unable to agree on theipatjon of the arbitration, any one
of those States Parties may refer the disputeddrtternational Court of Justice by
request in accordance with the Statute of the Court

3. Each State Party may, attithe of signature, ratification, acceptance
or approval of or accession to this Protocol, decthat it does not consider itself
bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The otheteSt&®arties shall not be bound by
paragraph 2 of this article with respect to anyté&Staarty that has made such a
reservation.

4. Any State Party that has enad reservation in accordance with
paragraph 3 of this article may at any time witlndthat reservation by notification to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 21
Sgnature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. This Protocol shall be operall States for signature from 12 to 15
December 2000 in Palermo, ltaly, and thereaftddrated Nations Headquarters in
New York until 12 December 2002.

2. This Protocol shall also dy@en for signature by regional economic

integration organizations provided that at least mmember State of such organization
has signed this Protocol in accordance with papgiaof this article.



3.  This Protocol is subject tfatification, acceptance or approval.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approshbll be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. A regioredonomic integration
organization may deposit its instrument of ratifica, acceptance or approval if at
least one of its member States has done likewrséhdt instrument of ratification,
acceptance or approval, such organization shaladethe extent of its competence
with respect to the matters governed by this Patd8uch organization shall also
inform the depositary of any relevant modificatiarthe extent of its competence.

4.  This Protocol is open forcegsion by any State or any regional
economic integration organization of which at leasé member State is a Party to
this Protocol. Instruments of accession shall h@odited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. At the time of its accessiarregional economic integration
organization shall declare the extent of its compet with respect to matters
governed by this Protocol. Such organization salglb inform the depositary of any
relevant modification in the extent of its compein

Article 22
Entry into force

1. This Protocol shall entdpiforce on the ninetieth day after the date of
deposit of the fortieth instrument of ratificatioacceptance, approval or accession,
except that it shall not enter into force before émtry into force of the Convention.
For the purpose of this paragraph, any instrumepbsited by a regional economic
integration organization shall not be counted aditemhal to those deposited by
member States of such organization.

2. For each State or regioman®mic integration organization ratifying,
accepting, approving or acceding to this Protodt@rathe deposit of the fortieth
instrument of such action, this Protocol shall em&o force on the thirtieth day after
the date of deposit by such State or organizatfaherelevant instrument or on the
date this Protocol enters into force pursuant tagraph 1 of this article, whichever is
the later.

Article 23
Amendment

1. After the expiry of five ymsarom the entry into force of this Protocol,
a State Party to the Protocol may propose an amemidand file it with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall thereupmmmunicate the proposed
amendment to the States Parties and to the Cowoteref the Parties to the
Convention for the purpose of considering and degidn the proposal. The States
Parties to this Protocol meeting at the Conferesicéhe Parties shall make every
effort to achieve consensus on each amendmernt.dffarts at consensus have been
exhausted and no agreement has been reached, ¢énelrmaent shall, as a last resort,
require for its adoption a two-thirds majority vatethe States Parties to this Protocol
present and voting at the meeting of the Conferentiee Parties.



2. Regional economic integnatmrganizations, in matters within their
competence, shall exercise their right to vote utitie article with a number of votes
equal to the number of their member States thatParties to this Protocol. Such
organizations shall not exercise their right toevdt their member States exercise
theirs and vice versa.

3. An amendment adopted in eda@mace with paragraph 1 of this article
is subject to ratification, acceptance or appriwyabtates Parties.

4.  An amendment adopted in esd@ace with paragraph 1 of this article
shall enter into force in respect of a State Parhety days after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the Unitedtioa of an instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval of such amesrdm

5. When an amendment enters foice, it shall be binding on those
States Parties which have expressed their consebé tbound by it. Other States

Parties shall still be bound by the provisions bistProtocol and any earlier
amendments that they have ratified, accepted aoapg.

Article 24
Denunciation

1. A State Party may denoutig Protocol by written notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such deation shall become effective

one year after the date of receipt of the notifaraby the Secretary-General.

2. A regional economic integyatorganization shall cease to be a Party
to this Protocol when all of its member States hdsmounced it.

Article 25
Depositary and languages

1. The Secretary-General of thméted Nations is designated depositary
of this Protocol.

2. The original of this Protgcof which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally mtithshall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersign@dnipotentiaries, being duly
authorized thereto by their respective Governmdrage signed this Protocol.



