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Status.

Citizenship and
nationality.

Citizenship by
descent in the
case of persons
born before the

PART II
Citizenship of Belize

2.-(1) With effect from the appointed date, there shall beastatusto be
known as“citizenof Bdlize'.

2 A person shall be or become entitled to the status of acitizen
of Belizein oneof thefollowing waysonly-

(@ by right of descent asprovided by thisAct;
(b) by virtue of registration asprovided by thisAct.

(3) Inany context inwhichadistinctionisdrawn according as
that statusisbased on descent or registration, acitizen of Belizeisreferred
toas" citizen by descent” or “ citizen by registration” ; and the status of such
citizenisinthelikecontext referred to as“ citizenship by descent” or “ citi-

zenship by regidtration”.

3. A citizen of Belizemay, for any purposein Belize, describehis
nationdity by theuse of theexpression* Citizen of Belize’.

PART IlI
Citizenship by Descent
4.-(1) Subjecttotheother provisionsof thisPart, every personbornin

Belizeimmediately before | ndependence Day shal becomeacitizen of
Belizeon Independence Day.

appointed date. ) )
15 of 1985. 2 Every person who, immediately before Independence Day,
isacitizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies-
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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(@ having become such acitizen under the British Nationality
Act 1948 by virtueof hishaving been naturaisedin Belize
asaBritish subject beforethat Act cameintoforce; or

(b) havingwhileresdent in Belizebecomesuch acitizen by
virtue of hishaving been naturalised or registered under
that Act,

shdl becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day.

3 Every person born outside Belize before Independence Day
shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day, if hisfather or mother
becomes, or would but for hisdeath or the renunciation of hiscitizenship have
become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of thissection.

4 Every person born outside Belize before Independence Day
shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day if one of hisgrandpar-
entsbecomes, or would but for hisdeath or renunciation of hiscitizenship have
become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of thissection.

(5) Every woman shall become acitizen of Belize on Indepen-
dence Day if immediately before Independence Day sheismarried to aperson
who becomes, or but for hisdeath or therenunciation of hiscitizenshipwould
have become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1), (2), (3) or (4) of
thissection.

5.-(1) Subject totheother provisionsof thisPart, aperson bornin Belizeon
or after the appointed date shall havethe status of acitizen of Belize.

2 Subject to the other provisionsof thisPart, aperson born
outside Belizeon or after the appointed date shall havethe statusof acitizen
of Belizeby descent if at thetimeof hishirth hisfather or mother isacitizen
of Belize.
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(3) The provisionsof subsection (1) of thissection shall not
apply to any personif at thetimeof hisbirth-

(@ neither of hisparentsisacitizen of Belizeand hisfather or
mother possesses such immunity fromsuit andlega pro-
cessasisaccorded to the envoy of aforeign sovereign
power accredited to Belize; or

(b) hisfather or mother isacitizen of acountry withwhich Belize
isat war and the birth occursin aplace then under

occupation by that country.

Certificate of 6.-(1) TheMinister may in such casesashethinksfit, on application made

citizenship of by or on behaf of any person with respect to whose citizenship of Belizea

Belizein case doubt exists, whether on aquestion of fact or law, certify that that personis

of doubt. " .
acitizenof Belize,

2 A certificateissued under thissection shdl, unlessitis
proved that it was obtained by means of fraud, fal se representation or
conceal ment of any material fact, be conclusive evidencethat that person
was such acitizen on the date thereof, but without prejudiceto any evidence
that hewassuch acitizen at any earlier date.

Foundlings. 7. Every personfirst foundin Belizeasanewly born deserted infant of
unknown and unascertai nable parentage shall, until the contrary isproved,
be deemed to havethe status of acitizen of Belize by descent.

Resumption of 8.-(1) Any personwho ceasesunder section 17 to beacitizen of Belizeby

citizenship by descent may at any timethereafter make applicationto the Minister for a

descent. declaration that such person hasresumed the status of acitizen of Belize by

150f 1985, descent; and the Minister may makethe declaration for which the applica-
tionismade-
(@ if that person renounces citizenship of any other country of
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Belizean Nationality [CAP. 161 9

which heisacitizen, in accordancewiththelaw inforcein
that behalf in that other country; and

(b) if that personis, and intendsto continueto be, ordinarily
resdentinBelize.

2 Whereadeclarationismadein relation to any person under
subsection (1), that person shall, with effect from such date asmay be
specified inthedeclaration, again havethe status of acitizen of Belizeby
descent.

3 Any person who makesor has made an application under
subsection (1) may, in hisapplication or by subsequent | etter, makearequest
for thegrant to any minor child of that person of the status of acitizen of
Belize by descent; and if in any such caseadeclaration under subsection (1)
ismadeinrelation to that person, each minor child specified inthedeclaration
shdl havethe status of acitizen of Belize by descent.

4 TheMinister may refuseto make adeclaration under subsec-
tion (1) inrelation to any person on groundsof public policy; and such refusal
shall befind, but without prejudiceto the power of the Minister subsequently to
make such adeclarationinrelationto that person.

0. Any referencein thisPart to the national statusof thefather of aperson  Posthumous
at thetimeof that person’shirth shal, inrelationto aperson born after thedeath ~ persons.

of hisfather, be construed asareferenceto the national status of thefather at

thetime of thefather’ sdeath; and wherethat death occurred beforethe 21t of

September 1981, and the birth occurred on or after that date, the national

satusthat thefather would have had if hehad died onthat date shall be deemed

to behisnational statusat thetime of hisdeath.
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PART IV
Citizenship by Registration

Persons entitted ~ 10.-(1) Thissection shal apply to any applicant for registration asacitizen
toregistrationas  of Belizewho hasthefollowing qudifications-

citizens.
(@ that the applicant isof full ageand of sound mind;
(b) that the applicant isapersonwhoisordinarily resdentin
Belize and hasbeen so resident for aperiod of fiveyears
immediately preceding the date of the gpplication; and
(©) that the applicant is, and intendsto continueto be, ordi-
narily resdentin Belize.

2 Subject tothe other provisionsof thisPart, apersontowhom
thissection appliesmay, if he hasthe qualification set out in subsection (1) of
thissection, beregistered asacitizen of Belize on hismaking applicationin
that behalf to the Minister inthe prescribed manner:

15 of 1998. Provided that the provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of thissection
shall not apply to an economic citizen asdefined in section 12 of thisAct.

(3) Without pregjudiceto thegenerality of subsection (2) of this
section, the Minister may refuseto register asacitizen of Belizeany person
referred tointhat subsectionif heis satisfied that the applicant-

(@ isnot of good character; or
(b) has been convicted by acompetent court inany country of
acriminal offencefor which hewas sentenced to degth or
hasbeen detained under asentence of imprisonment of twelve
monthsor moreimpased on himon hisconviction of acrimi-
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Belizean Nationality [CAP.161 11

nal offence by such acourt, andin either case, hasnot re-
ceived afree pardonin respect of the offence; or

(© hasengaged in activities, whether within or outside of Belize,
which, intheopinion of theMinister, areprgjudicial tothe
safety of Belize or to the maintenance of law and public or-
derinBdlize; or

(d) has been adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under
any law inforcein any country and hasnot been dis-
charged; or

(e not being the dependant of acitizen of Belize, hasnot  suffi-
cient meansto maintain himsalf andislikely to become a
public charge.

4 TheMinigter’srefusal, under subsection (3) of thissection, to
alow theapplication of any personfor registration asacitizen of Belizeshdl be
find.

11.-(1) Subject to the other provisions of this Part, no person who isthe  Registration of
spouse, or thewidow or widower, of acitizen of Belizeby descent or registra- ~ SPouse, widow
tion shall be registered asacitizen of Belize under thisAct, except in accor- girti";’g%‘;vgeﬂfze
dancewith the succeeding provisionsof thissection. '

2 A personwho desiresto beregistered asacitizen of Belize
under thissection shall send an application in the prescribed form and manner
to the prescribed officer.

3 After thereceipt of the application under subsection (2), the
prescribed officer shal send theapplicationtotheMinister, if heissatisfied
that the gpplicant hasthefollowing qudifications-

(@ that the applicant hasthe qualificationsspecified in para
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100f 1998.

150f 1998.

Grant of
citizenshipto
persons for

their substantial

contribution to
Bdize

graph (a) and (c) of subsection (1) of section 10;

(b) that the applicant hasbeen resident in Belizethroughout a
period of oneyear immediately preceeding thedate of the
application of such applicant; and

(©) that the applicant isthe spouse, or thewidow or widower,
of acitizen of Belizean by descent or registration.

4 For the purpose of the residency requirement specified in
subsection (3) (b) above, if any applicant marriesaBelizean citizen, such ap-
plicant shall be deemed to have been legaly resident in Belizefromthe date of
such marriage, notwithstanding that he might have entered Belizeillegaly.

(5) TheMinister may, in hisdiscretion, refuse an application sent
to him under subsection (3) on any of the grounds specified in subsection (3)
(@), (b) or (c) of section 10.

(6) WheretheMinister grantsan applicationfor registration made
under thissection by any person, such person shal beregistered asacitizen of
Bdize

(7 TheMinister’srefusal under subsection (5) of thissectionto
alow the application of any personfor registration asacitizen of Belizeshdl
befind:

Provided that the provisions of this section shall not applly to an eco-
nomic citizen asdefined in section 12 of thisAct.

12. For the purposesof thisAct:-
(@ “economic citizen” meansapersonwho-

() has, to the satisfaction of the Minister, made a
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Belizean Nationality [CAP. 161 13

substantial contribution to the economy and/or 150f 1998

well-being of Belize, or who hasrendered distin-
guished serviceto Belize, and whoisnot entitled to
beregistered under any of the other provisionsof this
Act;

(i) isof full ageand sound mind; and
(i)  isof good character;
(b) “dependent” inrelation to an economic citizen, means-

(i) thefather and mother aswell asthefather-in-law and
mother-in-law of theeconomic citizenwho areinca
pacitated or unableto work;

(i)  theminor children of theeconomic citizen; and

(i)  theadult children of theeconomic citizenwho arede-
pendent ontheeconomic citizenfor their livelihood
and arebelow thirty yearsof age.

2 Economic citizenship shdl begranted by registration upon ap-
plicationto theMinister, inthe same manner asan application under section 11
of thisAct, and the samefee shall be payablefor acertificate under thissection.

3 Any applicant whoisgranted citizenship by registration shall
be entitled to have the applicant’s spouse and dependents, if any, registered as
citizensof Belizea the sametime, or at asubsequent timethereafter, notwith-
standing the provisionsof section 13 of thisAct.

4 Subsection (3) and (4) of section 10 shall apply to an applica
tionunder thissection.
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not granted
citizenship by
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Certificate of
registration.
150f 1998.
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13.-(1) Where an applicant for registration asacitizen of Belize hasany
minor child, hemay in hisapplication or by subsequent letter make arequest
for theinclusion of thenameof that childinthe certificate of registrationwhich
may be granted under thisPart.

2 Wherearequest asaforesaid ismade by an applicant under
section 10 or section 11, the Minister may, subject to the other provisions of
thisPart, comply with therequest if the applicant isregistered asacitizen of
Bdlize

(3 Wherethe Minister is satisfied that an applicant towhom a
certificate of registration asacitizen of Belize hasbeenissued under thisAct
wasunable dueto any fit and proper cause, at thetime of making hisapplica
tionfor citizenship, toincludethe namesof hisminor childrenintheapplica
tion, theMinister may alow the certificate of registration asacitizen of Belize
to beamended toincludethe names of the gpplicant’sminor children, onsuch
termsand subject to the payment of such feeasthe Minister may prescribe.

4 Whereaminor child, referred to subsection (3) above, has
attained the age of eighteen years, and cannot for that reason beincludedin
the parent’ scertificate of registration, he shal beentitled to apply for Belizean
citizenship, irrespective of the residency requirement specified in section 10
(2) (b) or 11 (3) (b), asthe case may be.

14.  Saveasprovided in section 10, a person who has ceased to be a
citizen of Belizeshall not be granted citizenship by registration.

15.  Thereshdl bekept and maintained inthe prescribed form aregister of
personswho are granted citizenship by registration.

16.  TheMinister shall grant, inthe prescribed form, acertificate
of registration asacitizen of Belizeto every person whoisregistered under
section 10, section 11 or section 12 and where he decidesto comply witha
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Belizean Nationality [CAP.161 15

request made by that person under section 13, shdl includein the certificatethe
name of every minor childtowhomtherequest relates.

17.-(1) A persontowhom acertificateof registration asacitizen of Belizeis  Effect of
granted shall, on subscribing the prescribed oath of affirmation of allegiance, ~ certificates
havethe status of acitizen of Belize by registration asfromthedate of that ~ ©f registration.
certificate.

2 A minor childwhosenameisincludedin acertificate of regis-
tration asacitizen of Belizeshall havethe statusof acitizen of Belizeby regis-
tration asfrom the date of that certificate.

Provided that the provisions of this section shall not apply to an eco-
nomic citizen asdefined in section 12 of thisAct.

PART V
Loss of Citizenship

18. If acitizen of Belize of full ageand of sound mind makesadeclara- Renunciation
tion of renunciation of citizenship of Belizeinthe prescribed manner, the of citizenship
Minister shall causethe declaration to beregistered; and, upon registration of Belize.
thereof, thedeclarant shal ceaseto beacitizen of Belize:
19. Inany casewhere any person purportsto renouncecitizenshipof any  Casesof invalid
country for the purpose of acquiring, retaining or resuming, under any provi- or ineffective
sionof thisAct, thestatus of acitizen of Belize, anditisfound at any time ][e””_”C' a_tl_ons of
that the renunciation wasnot in accordance with or not effective under the Sﬁ:?_gn clfizen
law inforcein that behalf in such other country, that person shall be deemed
never to have acquired, retained or resumed, under that provision, that status
of acitizen of Belize; and if the Minister makesadeclarationtothat effect in
any such case, thedeclaration shall befinal.
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16  CAP. 161] Belizean Nationality

Residence 20. A personwhoisacitizen by registration shall ceaseto beacitizen
outsideBelizefor  of Belizeif that person residesoutside Belizefor five consecutiveyearsor
S;/;;:onsecutlve more, exclusive of any period during which that person -
(@ isemployed abroad asan officer in the services of the Gov-
ernment of Belize; or

(b) isabroad asarepresentative of the Government of Belize,
or

(©) being the spouse or minor child of acitizen of Belizewho
isabroad inany of the capacities specified in paragraphs
(a) and (b) of thissection, residesabroad with that citizen;
or

(d) residesabroad on aholiday or for reasonsof hedlth; or

@) isastudent at an educational institution abroad; or

) residesabroad with aspousewhoisacitizen of Belizeby
descent; or

(s)) isabroad for any other purpose which may be prescribed
by Order by theMinister:

150f 1998. Provided that the provisions of this section shall not apply to an
economic citizen asdefined in section 12 of thisAct.

Declaration 21.-(1) WheretheMinigter issatisfied that apersonwhoisacitizen of Belize
of Minister by registration-

of loss of

gg;?ﬁi' P @ has been convicted of an offence under thisAct; or

circumstances.

(b) has been convicted of any offenceunder Title X111 of the
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Criminal Code; or CAP 101

(© wasregistered asacitizen of Belize by meansof fraud,
fal serepresentation, or the conceal ment of material
circumstancesor by mistake; or

(d) has, withinfiveyearsafter thedate of registration asa
citizen of Belize, been sentenced inany court toimprison-
ment for aterm of twelvemonthsor more; or

(e has, sincethedate of hisbecoming acitizen of Belizeby
registration, been for aperiod of not lessthantwo years
ordinarily resident inaforeign country of which hewasa
national or citizen at any time prior to that date, and has
not maintained asubstantial connectionwith Belize; or

() hastaken an oath or affirmation of, or madeadeclaration
of, allegianceto aforeign country; or

(9) has so conducted himsdlf that hiscontinuanceasacitizen
of Bdizeisdetrimental totheinterest of Belize,

the Minister may by Order declarethat such person shall ceasetobesucha
citizen and thereupon the personin respect of whom the Order ismade shall
ceaseto beacitizen of Belize by registration:

Provided that the provisionsof paragraph (e) of subsection (1) above  150f 1998.
shdl not apply to an economic citizen asdefined in section 12 of thisAct.

2 Beforethe Minister makesany Order inrelationto apersonto
whom paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of thissection applies, heshdl refer that
person’scasefor inquiry by oneor more persons appointed by him, with such
qualificationsasmay be prescribed. The person or personswho have been
authorised to make an inquiry under the preceeding provisions of thissection
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Offence.

Fees.

Regulations.

shall, assoon astheinquiry iscompl eted, makeawritten report tothe Minis-
ter. Heshal not make any Order under subsection (1) of this sectionwithout
carefully considering such report.

(3) Where aperson ceasesto be acitizen of Belize under sub-
section (1) of thissection, the Minister may by Order direct that al or any of
the persons specified inthefollowing paragraphs shal ceaseto becitizens of
Belize, and thereupon they shall ceaseto becitizens-

(@ al or any of theminor children of such personwho have
beenincluded in the certificate of registrationissuedto him
at thetimeof hisregistration; and

(b) the spouse, widow or widower of such person, if such
spouse, widow or widower wasregistered under thisAct.

PART VI
Miscellaneous

22.  Any personwho, for the purpose of procuring anything to bedoneor
not to be done under this Act, makes any statement which he knowsto be
faseinamateria particular commitsan offenceand shdl, on conviction after
summary trial beforeamagistrate, beliableto imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding twelvemonths.

23. Every personto whom acertificate under thisActisgranted shal, in
respect of that certificate, pay, inthe prescribed manner, afeeaccordingtothe
prescribed rates.

24.  TheMinister may makeall such regulationsasmay be necessary for
giving effect to the provisionsof thisAct and in particular for prescribing any
matter whichisstated or required to be prescribed.
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2 Regulationsmade by the Minister under subsection (1) of this
section shall be subject to negative resol ution.

25.  Theformof the oath of allegianceto beadministered for thepurposes  Form of oath.
of thisAct shall beasin the Schedule. Schedule.

26.-(1) No person shall beentitled under the provisionsof thisActtobea  Special provi-
citizen of Belize or begranted citizenship of Belizeif such personshowsany ~ Sonsapplicable
allegianceto or isacitizen of acountry which does not recognise theindepen- tl%t;l' igAsgt'
dence, sovereignty or territoria integrity of Belize: '

Provided that the Minister may inhisdiscretion grant Belizean citizenship
to personsfalling under this subsection who would otherwise be entitled to
such citizenship under the provisionsof sections4 and 5 (2) of thisAct.

2 Whereaperson born outside Belizeisentitled to beacitizen of
Bdizeunder thepprovisonsof thisAct, theright to Belizean citizenship shal not
be deemed to accrue upon the conditionsgiving riseto such entittement arising,
but the citizenship shall be sought for by the person entitled to or on hisbehalf
and obtained by the grant by the Minister of proper certification affirming his
ctizenship.

3 Whereaperson claiming citizenship by birth, descent or regis-
tration makes an application or request for the grant of citizenship the stay of
such personin Belize shall not be considered illegal under the provisionsof any
law for solong and only for solong assuch stay isnecessary for the disposal of
hisapplication. Hisright of abode or that of hiswife or dependants, if any,
under theage of eighteen years, shal not beaffected pending thedisposal of his
goplication.

27.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.

“appointed day” and “ Independence Day” mean the 21% September, 1981 150f 1985.
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20 CAP.161] Belizean Nationality

“Minister” meanstheMinister responsiblefor citizenship;

“minor child” meansaperson who hasnot attained the age of eighteen years,
andincludesachild born out of wedlock;

“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made under thisAct.

2 For the purposes of thisAct, aperson born aboard aregis-
tered ship or aircraft, or aboard an unregistered ship or aircraft of thegovern-
ment of any country, shall be deemed to have been bornintheplaceinwhich
theship or aircraft wasregistered or, asthe case may be, in that country.
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SCHEDULE
[Section 25]
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
1. I, A.B.,doswear that | will befaithful and bear truedlegianceto Belize,
er Mgjesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her Heirsand Successors according
tolaw, andthat | will faithfully observeand upholdthe Condgtitutionand thelaws

of Belizeand conscientiuody fulfill my dutiesasacitizen of Blize.

So helpme God.

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCEWHERE A
PERSON ISPERMITTED BY LAW TOAFFIRM

2. I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declarethat | will be
faithful and bear true alegianceto Belize, Her M gjesty Queen Elizabeth the
Second, Her Heirsand Successorsaccording to law, and that | will faithfully
observeand uphold the Constitution and thelaws of Belizeand conscientiuosy
fulfill my dutiesasacitizen of Bdlize.
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