The Corrupt Practicesand other Related Offences Act 2000
2000 Act No. 5

L aws of the Federation of Nigeria

An Act to prohibit and prescribe punishment forrapt practices and other related
offences

1

13th day of June 2000

Preliminary

This Act may be cited as Corrupt Practices @titer Related Offences Act,
2000 and shall come into force on the ....... day.of 2000.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise reggHr

"Agent" - means any person employed by or actimgifmther and includes an
officer of a public body or an officer serving inunder any public body, or a
corporate body or any political party or institutj@ trustee, an administrator or
executor of the estate of a deceased person, eosutactor, any person
employed by or acting for such trustee, administyaxecutor, or sub-contractor;

"Associate", in relation to a person includes aagspn who is an employee,
agent, nominee or representative, trustee, firmaorporated company known to
act subject to the directives or influence of sperson;

"Bank"- means a bank, a finance company, a ComaleBaink, a merchant bank,
or a discount house, licensed under the Banks #diet Binancial Institutions
Decree,. or any other financial institution estsiedid or licensed under any other
written law;

"Banker's book" includes ledgers, day books, castkd account books and all
other books and documents or electronic deviced imséne ordinary course of
business of a bank;

"Business" means any activity carried on for theppse of gain or profit and
includes all property derived from or used in artfte purpose of carrying on
such activity, and all the rights and liabilitiesseng from such activity;

"Chairman" means the Chairman of the Commissiomizygd under section 3 (3)
of this Act;

"Commission” means the Independent Corrupt Practoe Other Related
Offences Commission established under sectiontBi®fAct;

"Constitution” means Constitution of the Federap&aic of Nigeria 1999;



"Corporate body" means any legal entity artifi@abtherwise recognised by the
Companies and Allied Matters Act or created unterauthority of any law in
Nigeria;

"Corruption™ includes bribery, fraud and other tethoffences;
"Dealing" includes-

(&) any purchase, sale, loan, charge, mortd@ge pledge, caveat, transfer,
delivery, assignment, subrogation, transmissidi, gpnation, trust,
settlement, deposit, withdrawal, transfer betwemoants, or extension of
credit;

(b) any agency or grant of power of attorney] an

(c) any act which results in any right, interéiglie or privilege, whether
present or future or whether vested or contingarihe whole of or in
part any property being conferred on any person;

"False pretence" means any representation madetsywwriting, or conduct, of
a matter of fact, either past or present, whicheaggntation is false in fact, and
which the person making it knows to be or doesbetieve to be true;

"Financial Institution" means any body or institutiwhich carries on any banking
business or financial transactions whether lawfatiynlawfully as defined in the
Banks and other Financial Institutions Decree;

"Gratification" means:

(@) money, donation, gift, loan, fee, rewardualle security, property or
interest in property being property of any desaripivhether movable or
immovable, or any other similar advantage, givepromised to any
person with intent to influence such a person englrformance or non
performance of his duties;

(b) any office, dignity, employment, contractashpowerment or services
and any agreement to give employment or rendercgsin any capacity;

(c) any payment, release, discharge or liquidadioany loan, obligation or
other liability, whether in whole or in part;

(d) any valuable consideration of any kind, arsgdunt, commission,
rebate, bonus, deduction or percentage;

(e) any forbearance to demand any money or m®mey'th or valuable
thing;

(H any other service or favour of any desaeoipt such as protection from
any penalty or disability incurred or apprehendett@m any action or



proceedings of a disciplinary, civil or criminaltoee, whether or not,
already instituted, and including the exerciseherforbearance from the
exercise of any rights or any official power orywnd

(g) any offer, undertaking or promise, whethanditonal or unconditional,
of any gratification within the meaning of any bé&tproceeding
paragraphs (a) to (f);

"Judge of Superior Court of Record" means a Juddghrig any of the offices
defined by section 6(5) of the Constitution;

"Local Government" has the meaning assigned totiié Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria;

"Member" means any member of the Commission apgoiimt accordance with
section 3 of this Act;

"Money Instrument” includes coin or currency of Blia or of any other country,
travelers' Cheque, personal cheque, bank chequesynooder, investment
security or negotiable instrument in bearer fornothrerwise in such form that
title hereto passes upon delivery or upon delieny endorsement;

"An official" means any director, functionary, aféir, agent, servant, privy or
employee serving in any capacity whatsoever imptitgic service or other public
body, or in any private organisation, corporateyhqublitical party, institution or
other employment whether under a contract of sesvr contract for services or
otherwise, and whether in an executive capacityoby

"Person” includes a natural person, a juristic e any body of persons
corporate or incorporate;

"Political Party" means - any body of persons @oagtion registered by the
Independent National Electoral Commission as dipaliparty, under the

Political Parties (Registration and Activities) Dee 1998 or any Act amending or
replacing same and includes Associations grantadgonal registration to
contest any patrticular election;

"President” means The President of the Federal Iitiepaf Nigeria;

"Principal” includes any employer, any beneficiander a trust, any trust estate,
any person beneficially interested in the estat® @éceased person, the estate of a
deceased person, and, in the case of any persangsar or under a public body,
the public body;

"Property" means real or personal property of ed&scription, including money,
whether situated in Nigeria or elsewhere, whetaegible or intangible, and
includes an interest in any such real or persor@dity;

"Public Officer" means a person employed or engageahy capacity in the
public service of the Federation, State or Locav€&oment, public corporations



or private company wholly on jointly floated by aggvernment or its agency
including the subsidiary of any such company wheliheated within or outside
Nigeria and includes Judicial officers serving iadiktrate, Area or Customary
courts or Tribunals;

"Purchaser in good faith for valuable consideratimeans any transferee,
assignee, chargee, mortgagee, pledgee, holddrenf, @r lessee, of any property
where the transfer, assignment, charge, mortgagege, lien, or lease was
obtained by him for adequate consideration in marayoney's worth, without
notice that the property was obtained in consequehthe commission of any
offence under this Act; and

"Relation" includes father, mother, child, broth&ster, uncle aunt and cousins
where applicable and their spouses.

Establishment of Commission, Appointments and Powers

(1) There is hereby established a Commissidretknown as the Independent
Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Cosiomghereinafter in this
Act referred to as "the Commission").

(2) The Commission shall be a body corporaté wérpetual succession and a
common seal and may sue and be sued in its coepoaate.

(3) The Commission shall consist of a chairmaa avelve (12) other members,
two of whom shall come from each of the six geatjwall zones-

(@) aretired Police Officer not below the raikCommissioner of Police;

(b) alegal practitioner with at least 10 ygawst-call experience;
(c) aretired Judge of a superior court of rdgor

(d) aretired Public Servant not below the rahk Director;

(e) awoman;

(H ayouth not being less than 21 or more tB@iyears of age at the time of
his or her appointment; and

(g) a chartered accountant.

(4) The Chairman shall be a person who has heklgualified to hold office as
a Judge of a superior court of record in Nigeria.

(5) Remuneration for members of the Commissi@il &ie determined by the
National Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and FisCammission.

(6) The Chairman and members of the Commissiom shall be persons of
proven integrity shall be appointed by the Predidemon confirmation by the
Senate and shall not Begin to discharge the dafidweir offices untill they



4.

have Declared their assets and liabilities as ptestt in the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

(7) The Chairman shall hold office for a perafdive (5) years and may be
reappointed for another five(5) years but shallbvetligible for
reappointment thereafter; and the other membettseo€ommission shall
hold office for a period of four (4) years and ni@yreappointed for another
term of four (4) years but shall not be eligible feappointment thereafter.

(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of sectio(i73 of this Act, the Chairman or
any member of the Commission may at any time beveohfrom the office
by the President acting on an address supportéddsyhirds (2/3) majority
of the Senate praying that he be removed for iitghd discharge the
functions of his office (whether arising from infiity of mind or body or any
other cause) or for misconduct.

(9) The Chairman or any member of the Commismiay resign his
appointment by notice in writing under his handradded to the President
and the Chairman or that member shall on the dateeaeceipt of the notice
of resignation by the President cease to be a meaillee Commission.

(10) The Chairman and members of the Commissiolh lsbla office on such
terms and conditions as may be specified in timstriments of appointment,
and in the exercise of their functions, they shatlbe subject to any other
authority excepts as provided by the Act,

(11) The tenure of office and conditions of sena¢¢he staff of the Commission
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, beéedmined by the Commission.

(12) The Commission shall have power to appoirsiniss and exercise;
disciplinary control over its staff and for thisrpose shall prescribe its own
rules.

(13) The Commission shall have power to appoiesjghate and deploy such
number and category of staff and officers whichthie opinion of the
Commission, shall be required to assist it in tisetthrge of all or any of its
functions and shall have powers to pay personsmgaaged such
remuneration (including allowances) as is in acanog with section 3 (12) of
this Act.

(14) The Commission shall in the discharge ofutsctions under this Act, not be
subject to the direction or control of any otherso@ or authority.

(1) An officer pursuant to this Act shall haweek powers as may be conferred
upon him under this Act and shall be subject todinection, control and
supervision of the Chairman or any other officethef Commission superior
to him in rank, and shall exercise his powers aadhdirge his duties in
compliance with such directives or instructionsres/ be given by the
Chairman or such other officer as aforesaid.



(2) The Chairman and any four (4) members ofGbmmission shall constitute
a quorum.

(3) Every member of the Commission shall, betmguming the duties of his
office, subscribe to the oath prescribed in thediitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria for public officers.

(4) Service in the Commission shall be apprese&dice for the purposes of the
Pensions Act.

(5) Every Officer of the Commission, when disgjiag the duties of his office,
shall, on demand, declare his office and produtbd@erson against whom
he is acting or from whom he seeks any informatasmigence of his identity
issued by the Commission.

(6) There shall be a Secretary to the Commiszgppointed by the President
who, under the general direction of the Chairméaalle responsible for
keeping the records of the Commission and the géadministration and
control of the staff of the Commission.

(7) There shall be appointed such number of Cmsioners, Deputy
Commissioners, Assistant commissioners, SuperietgsdAssistant
Superintendent, Senior Investigator and Investigatbthe Commission as
may be necessary for the purpose of carrying ifiexethe provisions of this
Act.

(8) An officer appointed under subsection (&lshave such powers as may be
vested in him under this Act and shall be subjec¢hé direction, control and
supervision of the Chairman or any other superificer of the Commission
and shall exercise his powers, and discharge st compliance with
such directives as may be given orally or in wgtby the Chairman or any
other superior officer of the Commission.

5. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, afiadr of the Commission when
investigating or prosecuting a case of corruptstrall have all the powers and
immunities of a police officer under the Police Acid any other laws
conferring power on the Police, or empowering aradgeting law
enforcement agents.

(2) If, in the course of any investigations oogeedings in court in respect of
the Commission of an offence under this Act by pesson there is disclosed
an offence under any other written law, not beingtience under this Act,
irrespective of whether the offence was committgthie same person or any
other person, the officer of the Commission resfmador the investigation
or proceedings, as the case may be, shall no&ffpirector of Public
Prosecutions or any other officer charged with oesility for the
prosecution of criminal cases, who may issue surgttibn as shall meet the
justice of the case



6. It shall be the duty of the Commission -

(@) where reasonable grounds exist for suspettiat any person has
conspired to commit or has attempted to commitasr¢dommitted an
offence under this Act or any other law prohibitcwruption, to receive
and investigate any report of the conspiracy torogmattempt to commit
or the commission of such offence and, in apprégcases, to prosecute
the offenders;

(b) to examine the practices, systems and proesdf public bodies and
where, in the opinion of the Commission, such pcast systems or
procedures aid or facilitate fraud or corruptiandirect and supervise a
review of them;

(c) toinstruct, advise and assist any offiegency or parastatals on ways
by which fraud or corruption may be eliminated animised by such
officer, agency or parastatal,

(d) to advise heads of public bodies of any cleang practices, systems or
procedures compatible with the effective discharfgine duties of the
public bodies as the Commission thinks fit to redthe likelihood or
incidence of bribery, corruption, and related offesy

(e) to educate the public on and against brib@gruption and related
offences; and

() to enlist and foster public support in catibg corruption.

7. (1) The Chairman may issue administrative ortlekse called "Standing
Orders", which shall conform with the provisions of
the general control, training, duties and respolitsgis of officers of the
Commission, and for such other matters as may bessary or expedient for
the good administration of the Commission and suesthe efficient and
effective functioning of the Commission.

(2) The Commission may establish one or moradiraffices in each State of
the Federation and the Federal Capital TerritotyjA to carry out its
functions under this Act.

(3) There may be in each State of the Federatmohthe Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja, a Resident Anti-Corruption Comsianer appointed by the
Commission.

Offences and Penalties
8. (1) Anyperson who corruptly —
(&) ask for, receives or obtains any propertlyearefit of any kind for
himself or for any other person; or

(b) agree or attempts to receive or obtain aopgnty or



(c) benefit of any kind for himself or for anyhetr person, on account of-

() anything already done or omitted to be dameor any favour or
disfavour already shown to any person by himselhendischarge of
his official duties or in relation to any mattemocted with the
functions, affairs or business of a Government depant, or
corporate body or other organisation or instituiiomhich he is
serving as an official; or

(i) anything to be afterwards done or omittedé done or favour or
disfavour to be afterwards shown to any persorimmgelf in the
discharge of his official duties or in relationaoy such matter as
aforesaid, is guilty of an offence of Official coption and is liable to
imprisonment for seven (7) years.

(2) Ifin any proceedings for an offence undes section it is proved that any
property or benefit of any kind, or any promiseréod, was received by a
public officer, or by some other person at theanst of a public officer from
a person-

(@) holding or seeking to obtain a contracerise, permit, employment or
anything whatsoever from a Government departmeitljgpbody or other
organisation or institution in which that publidioér is serving as such;

(b) concerned, or likely to be concerned, in proceeding or business
transacted, pending or likely to be transactedreedo by that public
officer or a government department, public bodgthier organisation or
institution in which that public officer is servirag such; and

(c) acting on behalf of or related to such apey the property, benefit or
promise shall, unless the contrary is proved, lesymed to have been
received corruptly on account of such a past arréuaict, omission,
favour or disfavour as is mentioned in subsectigfal or (b).

(3) In any proceedings for an offence to whighsection (1)(b) is relevant, it
shall not be a defence to show that the accused-

(@) did not subsequently do, make or show tleoacission, favour or
disfavour in question; or

(b) never intend to do, make or show the acission, favour or disfavour.
(4) Without prejudice to subsection (3), wheeadice Officer or other public
officer whose duties include the prosecution, desacr punishment of

offenders is charged with an offence under thisi@ea@rising from-

(@) the arrest, detention or prosecution of @engon for an alleged offence;
or



(b) an omission to arrest, detain or prosecayeperson for an alleged
offence; or

(c) the investigation of an alleged offence,

it shall not be necessary to prove that the acchskeved that the offence
mentioned in paragraph (a) (b) or (c), or any otiffance had been
committed.

9. (1) Anyperson who corruptly-

(&) gives, confers or procures any propertlyesrefit of any kind to, on or
for a public officer or to, on or for any other pen; or

(b) promises or offers to give, confers, proaurattempt to procure any
property or benefit of any kind to, on or for a palfficer or any other
person, on account of any such act, omission, fawodisfavour our to be
done or shown by the public officer is guilty of aifience of official
corruption and shall on conviction be liable to mepnment for seven (7)
years.

(2) Ifin any proceedings for an offence undes section it is proved that any
Property or benefit of any kind, or any promisa¢oé, was given to a public
officer or some other person at the instance aftdip officer, by a person-

(@) holding or seeking to obtain a contracerice, permit, employment or
anything whatsoever from a Government departmeitjgpbody or other
organisation or institution in which that publidioér is serving as such,or

(b) concerned or likely to be concerned in arocpeding or business
transacted, pending or likely to be transactedreedo by that public
officer or a government department, public bodgthier organisation or
institution in which that public officer is servirag such, or

(c) acting on behalf of or relative to such &spe, the property, benefit or
promise shall, unless the contrary is proved, lesreka to have been given
corruptly on account of such a past or future aetission, favour or
disfavour as is mentioned in section 9(1) and (2).

10. Any person who -

(@) ask for, receives or obtains property orefién of any kind for himself
or any other person; or agrees or attempts toveaeiobtain any
property or benefit of any kind for himself or aother person;

on account of-

() anything already done or omitted to be daweany favour or
disfavour already shown to any person, by a pudfficer in the
discharge of his official duties or in relationaoy matter connected



with the functions, affairs or business of a Goweent department,
public body or other organisation or institutionwhich the public
officer is serving as such; or

(i) anything to be afterwards done or omittedany favour or
disfavour to be afterwards shown to any persora pyblic officer in
the discharge of his official duties or in relatimnany such matter as
aforesaid, is guilty of an offence of official coption and shall on
conviction be liable to imprisonment for seven {&ars.

11. In any proceedings for an offence under this Ashall not be necessary to
prove that;

(@) any public officer counselled the commissibthe offence; or

(b) inthe course of committing the offence #teused mentioned any
particular public officer; or

(c) (in a case to which sections 8,9, & 10 atevant) the accused believed
that any public officer would do, make or show #ue, omission, favour
or disfavour in question; or

(d) the accused intended to give the propertyeoiefit in question, or any
part thereof, to a public officer

12. Any person who, being employed in the publiv®ey, knowingly acquires or
holds, directly or indirectly, otherwise than asiamber of a registered joint stock
company consisting of more than twenty (20) persansivate interest in any
contract, agreement or investment emanating froooonected with the
department or office in which he is employed orabhis made on account of the
public service, is guilty of an offence, and shwadlconviction be liable to
imprisonment for seven (7) years.

13. Any person who receives anything which has beeaiodd by means of act
constituting a felony or misdemeanour, or by me#resy act done at a place
outside Nigeria, which if it had been done in Nigevould have constituted a
felony or misdemeanour and which is an offence otigelaws in force in the
place where it was done, knowing the same to haea bo obtained, is guilty of a
felony.

14. If the offence by means of which the thing was wigd is a felony, the offender
shall on conviction be liable to imprisonment fordge (3) years, except the things
so obtained was postal matter, or any chattel, mongaluable security
contained therein, in which case the offender straltonviction be liable to
imprisonment for seven (7) years.

10



15. Any person who, with intent to defraud or conceatime or frustrate the
Commission in its investigation of any suspecteagherof corruption under this
Act or under any other law:

(a) destroys, alters, mutilates, or falsifiesy Book, documents, valuable
security, account, computer system, diskette, caenguintout or other
electronic device which belongs to or is in thegassion of his employer, or
has been received by him on account of his emplaynoe any entry in any
such book, document, accounts or electronic dewicss, privy to any such
act; or

(b) makes, or is privy to making any false emtrany such book, document,
account or electronic record; or

(c) omits, or is privy to omitting, any matedgaarticular from any such book,
document, account or electronic record; is guifta éelony, and shall on
conviction be liable to seven (7) years imprisontmen

16. Any person who, being an officer charged Wl receipt, custody, use or
management of any part of the public revenue opgnty, knowingly furnishes
any false statement or return in respect of anyayam property received by him
or entrusted to his care, or of any balance of mamngroperty in his possession
or under his control, is guilty of an offence, atwll on conviction be liable to
seven (7) years imprisonment.

17. (1) Any person who corruptly —

(a) accepts, obtains or agrees to accept omobtattempts to obtain from
any person for himself or for any other person, giftyor consideration as
an inducement or reward for doing, forbearing tpatdor having done,
or forborne to do, any act or thing;

(b) gives or agrees to give or offers any giftonsideration to any agent as
an inducement or reward for doing or forbearingdaoor for having done,
or forborne to do, any act or thing in relatiorhis principal's affairs or
business;

(c) knowingly gives to any agent, or being arragdknowingly uses with
intent to deceive his principal, any receipt, acttar other document in
respect of which the principal is interested andcWitontains any
statement which is false or erroneous or defedtivay material
particular, and which, to his knowledge, is inteshdi® mislead his
principal or any other person, is guilty of an oife and shall on
conviction be liable to five (5) years imprisonment

(2) For the purposes of this section, the esgom "consideration” includes
valuable consideration of any kind; the expressagent” includes any
person employed by or acting for another; and #peession "principal”
includes an employer.
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18. Any person who offers to any public officer,li@ing a public officer solicits,
counsels or accepts any gratification as an indec¢r a reward for-

(&) voting or abstaining from voting at any niegtf the public body in
favour or against any measure, resolution or golestubmitted to the
public body;

(b) performing or abstaining from performingaiding in procuring,
expediting, delaying, hindering or preventing tlegfprmance of any
official act;

(c) aiding in procuring or preventing the pagsf any vote or the granting
of any contract, award, recognition or advantag@awour of any person;
or

(d) showing or forbearing to show any favoudsfavour in his capacity as
such officer,
shall, notwithstanding that the officer did not kdtie power, right or opportunity so
to do, or that the inducement or reward was notliation to the affairs of the public
body, be guilty of an offence and shall on conwigtbe liable to five (5) years
imprisonment with hard labour.

19.  Any public officer who uses his office or pi@n to gratify or confer any
corrupt or unfair advantage upon himself or angitreh or associate of the public
officer or any other public officer shall be guilby an offence and shall on
conviction be liable to imprisonment for five (5¢ars without option of fine.

20. Without prejudice to any sentence of imprisentimposed under this Act, a
Public Officer or other person found guilty of sding, offering or receiving
gratification shall forfeit the gratification anéy a fine of not less than five time
the sum or value of the gratification which is ubject -matter of the offence
where such gratification is capable of being valoet of a pecuniary nature, or
ten thousand Naira, whichever is the higher.

21. (1) Any person who, without lawful authgrdr reasonable excuse, offers any
advantage to any other person as an inducementréovard for or otherwise
on account of that other person's refraining ofiigavefrained from bidding
at any auction conducted by or on behalf of anylipudody, shall be guilty of
an offence.

(2) Any person, without lawful authority or reasble excuse, solicits or
accepts any advantage as an inducement to or réerasd otherwise on
account of his refraining or having refrained frbidding at any auction
conducted by or on behalf of any public body, shelbuilty of an offence.
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(3) Any person guilty of an offence under thestson shall on conviction on
indictment to a fine of the current price of thegerty and imprisonment for
three (3) years.

22. (1) Any person who, without lawful authority imasonable excuse, offers an
advantage to a public servant as an inducementrnard for or otherwise
on account of such public servant's giving asscgam using influence in, or
having given assistance or used influence in -

(@) the promotion, execution, or procuring of-

(i) any contract with a public body for the fmemance of any work, the
providing of any service, the doing of anythingloe supplying of any
article, material or substance; or

(i) any sub-contract to perform any work, piany article, materials
or substance required to be performed, providede do supplied
under any contract with a public body; or

(b) the payment of the price, considerationtbeomoneys stipulated or
otherwise provided for in any such contract or sahtract as aforesaid,
shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Any public servant who, without lawful autitg or reasonable excuse,
solicits or accepts any advantage as an inducetmemtreward for or
otherwise on account of his giving assistance orgusfluence in, or having
given assistance or used influence in-

(@) the promotion, execution or procuring, or
(b) the payment of the price, consideration, or

(c) other moneys stipulated or otherwise pregitbr in,
any contract, or sub-contract as is referred guin-section (1) shall be guilty of an
offence.

(3) Any public officer who in the course of lufficial duties, inflates the price
of any goods or service above the prevailing maokiee or professional
standards shall be guilty of an offence underAltisand liable on conviction
to imprisonment for a term of seven (7) years afideaof one million naira.

(4) Any public officer who, in the dischargelu$ official duties awards or
signs any contract without budget provision, appf@nd cash backing, shall
be guilty of an offence under this Act and on cation be liable to three (3)
years imprisonment and a fine of one hundred thuigaira.

(5) Any public officer who transfers or spentdy aum allocated for a particular
project, or service, on another project or senagtall be guilty of an offence
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under this Act and on conviction be liable to ohgyear imprisonment or a
fine of fifty thousand naira.

(6) Any person or public officer who commits @fifence under section 23 (1)
and (2) shall be liable on conviction to a termmoprisonment for seven(7)
years or a one million naira fine.

23. (1) Any Public officer to whom any gratifigan is given, promised, or
offered, in contravention of any provision of tist shall report such gift,
promise or offer together with the name, if knowhthe person who gave,
promised or offered such gratification to him te tiearest officer of the
Commission or Police Officer.

(2) Any person from whom any gratification haeb solicited or obtained, or
from whom an attempt has been made to obtain sw@thication, in
contravention of any provision of this Act, shall the earliest opportunity
thereafter, report such soliciting or obtainingatiempt to obtain the
gratification together with the name, if known,aotrue and full description of
the person who solicited, or obtained, or attempaeabtain the gratification
from him, to the nearest officer or officer of t@emmission or a Police
Officer.

(3) Any person who fails, without reasonablelse; to comply with
subsections (I) and (2) shall be guilty of an offemnd shall on conviction be
liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred thouseiich or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding two years or to both &nd imprisonment.

24.  Any person who, whether within or outside Nigewhether directly or
indirectly, whether on behalf of himself or on bEluh any other person, enters
into, or causes to be entered into, any dealinglation to any property, or
otherwise uses or causes to be used, or holdsyescer conceals any property or
any part thereof which was the subject-matter afffence under sections 10, 11,
13, 14, 15, 16) 17, 18, 19, and 20 shall be guoiltstn offence and shall on
conviction be liable to imprisonment for a term eateeding five (5) years.

25. (1) Any person who makes or causes any ottesop to make to an officer of
the Commission or to any other Public Officer,hie tourse of the exercise
by such Public Officer of the duties of his offiesy statement which to the
knowledge of the person making the statement, using the statement to be
made-

(@) Iisfalse, or intended to mislead or is watin any material particular; or
(b) is not consistent with any other statemeatipusly made by such
person to any other person having authority or pawmeer any law to

receive, or require to be made such other staten@withstanding that
the person making the statement is not under ayaf t& other obligation
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to tell the truth, shall be guilty of an offencedashall on conviction be
liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred thouseiich or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two (2) year® both such fine
and imprisonment.

(2) where any person who has made a statemant afficer of the Commission
or to the Attorney-General in the course of suditerf or Attorney-General
exercising any power conferred by this Act, subsetjy thereto makes any
other statement to any person having authorityosrgs under any law to
receive or require to be made such other statemesgdardless of whether or
not the person making the statement is under & ¢egaher obligations to tell
the truth, he shall, if such other statement ismsistent with any statement
previously made to an officer of the Commissioswech other Public Officer,
be guilty of an offence and shall on convictionliable to a fine not
exceeding ten thousand naira or to imprisonmena fierm not exceeding two
years or to both.

(3) For the avoidance of any doubt, it is deszlathat for the purpose of
subsections (I) and (2), any statement made icdhese of any legal
proceedings before the court, whether civil or anath or any statement made
by any person in the course of any disciplinarycpealings, whether such
legal proceedings or disciplinary proceedings geagrest the person making
the statement or against any other person, shaléemed to be a statement
made to a person having authority or power undeiatv to receive the
statement so made.

26. (1) Anyperson who-
(a) attempts to commit any offence under this Act;

(b) does any act preparatory to or in furtherarfdde®commission of any
offence under this Act; or

(c) abets or is engaged in a criminal conspiragyotomit any offence under
this Act;

(d) commits any offence under this Act;
shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conwitt be liable to the punishment
provided for such offence.

(2) Prosecution for an offence under this Actlisbe initiated by the Attorney-
General of the Federation, or any person or authtwriwho he shall delegate
his authority, in any superior court of record ssignated by the Chief Judge
of a State or the Chief Judge of the Federal Clapaaitory, Abuja under
section 60(3) of this Act; and every prosecutiondo offence under this Act
or any other law prohibiting bribery, Corruptioratid or any other related
offence shall be deemed to be initiated by the rAttg-General of the
Federation.
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(3) A prosecution for an offence shall be codeldiand judgment delivered
within ninety (90) working days of its commencemsave that the
jurisdiction of the court to continue to hear amdedmine the case shall not be
affected where good grounds exist for a delay.

I nvestigation, Search, Seizure and Arrest

27. (1) Every report relating to the Commissodran offence under this Act may
be made orally or in writing to an officer of the@mission, and if made
orally shall be reduced into writing and read awethe person making the
report; and every such report, shall be signethemb-printed by the person
making it; and where the person making the reoaniilliterate the officer
obtaining the report shall endorse that fact orrépert together with a
statement to the effect that it was read over atetpreted to the maker.

(2) Every report, whether in writing or redugatb writing, shall be entered in a
book kept at the office of the Commission arid ¢hehall be appended to such
entry the date and hour at which such report wadema

(3) Where an Officer of the Commission has reago suspect the commission
of an offence under this Act following a report reachder sub-section (1) or
information otherwise received by him, he shallsmaunvestigation to be
made and for such purpose may exercise all the ygosvenvestigation
provided for under this Act or any other law.

(4) A report made under subsection (1) of teitisn shall not be disclosed by
any person to any person other than officers ofdbmission or the
Attorney-General until the accused person has baested or charged to
court for an offence under this Act or any otheitt@n law arising from such
report.

(5) Anydocument, certified by any officer oet@ommission under sub-section
(2) in respect of a report under sub-section (&)lsie admissible as evidence
of the contents of the original arid of the timige and manner in which the
report was recorded.

28. (1) An officer of the Commission investigat an offence under this Act may

(a) order any person to attend before him for timppse of being examined in
relation to any matter which may, in his opiniossiat in the investigation
of the offence;

(b) order any person to produce before him any bdokument or any

certified copy thereof, or any other article whioly, in his opinion,
assist in the investigation of the offence; or
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(c) by written notice require any person to falhna statement in writing
made under oath or affirmation setting out theadlisuch information
require under the notice, being information whichsuch officer's
opinion, would be of assistance in the investigatibthe offence.

(2) Sub-section (1)(b) shall not apply to batikkbooks save in accordance with
the provisions of the Evidence Act.

(3) A person to whom an order under sub-sedtjaia) has been given shall --

(a) attend in accordance with the terms of tlieoto be examined, and
shall continue to attend from day to day whereisected until the
examination is completed; and

(b) during such examination disclose all infotimi which is within his
knowledge.

(4) A person to whom an order has been givereusdb-section (1) (b) shall
not conceal, destroy, remove from Nigeria, or natgi] expend or dispose of
any book, document, or article specified in theeomt relevant to the
investigation, or alter or deface any entry in shobk or document, or cause
such act to be done, or assist or conspire to do act.

(5) A person to whom a written notice has begargunder sub-section (I)(c)
shall, in his statement, furnish and disclose friyrall information required
under the notice which is within his knowledgewdrich is available to him.

(6) A person to whom an order or a notice igiunder subsection (1) shall
comply with such order or notice and with subset{i®), (4) and (5).

(7) Where any person discloses any informatioproduces any book,
document or article pursuant to subsections (})aif@ (5), neither the first-
mentioned person, nor any other person on whosaftmhdirection or as
whose agent or employee the first mentioned pemsmybe acting, shall, on
account of such disclosure or production, be liablany prosecution, except
a prosecution for an offence relating to the violabf section | or for any
offence under or by virtue of any written law, orany proceeding or claim
by any person under or by virtue of any law or urateby virtue of any
contract, agreement or arrangement, or otherwise.

(8) An officer of the Commission examining agm@r under section 26 of this
Act, shall record in writing any statement madédlsy person and the
statement so recorded shall be read over to themvako on being satisfied
that it is a true record of his statement shath Sgme before a superior officer
of the Commission; and where such person refussigmothe record, the
officer shall endorse thereon under his hand tbedbasuch refusal and the
reasons therefore, if any, stated by the persommmeal; and any person who
shall write for a person who is an illiterate skadlo write on such document
his own name and address as the writer of the dentum
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29.

30.

31

32.

33.

(9) The record of an examination under secti®na2written statement on oath
or affirmation made pursuant to or any book, doconoe article produced
under section 26, or otherwise in the course ahamination under section
27, or under a written statement on oath or affiromamade pursuant to
sections 26 and 27 shall notwithstanding any writéev or rule of law to the
contrary, be admissible in evidence in any proaeglin any court-

(a) for an offence under this Act; or

(b) for the forfeiture of any property pursusmsection 46 or 47
notwithstanding that such proceedings are agdiespérson who was
examined, or who produced the book, document @l@rbr who made
the written statement on oath or affirmation, caiagt any other person.

(10) Any person who contravenes this section dietjuilty of an offence
punishable with a term of imprisonment not excegd@months.

Subject to the provisions of sections 29 to 3 Act the commission may
iIssue a summons directed to a person complainedsaga any other person to
attend before the Commission for the purpose afdbekamine in relation to the
complaint or in relation to any other matter whiohy aid or facilitate the
investigation of the complaint; and a summons soed shall state the substance
of the complaint, and the time and place at whinghihquiry is to be held.

Every summons issued by the Commission under tbisiall be in duplicate
and signed by the Chairman or such other officéeh@<hairman may authorise
to issue summons.

Every summons under this Act shall be served byfiacer of the Commission
in the manner prescribed in the Sheriffs and Qikdcess Act and any other laws
relating to the service of process and the pemsiiecting the service shall have
and exercise all the powers conferred by the lasvaary other law relating to the
service of process.

Where the person summoned by the Commission feisérvice of
Government, the Commission may deliver the sumnrodsiplicate to the Head
of the department in which such person is empldgethe purpose of its being
served on that person and such officer shall thpgmewcause the summons to be
served on that person.

Where a summons has been served upon to whoradtiessed or is delivered
to any other person, the person to whom it is axe@ or delivered as the case
may be, shall sign a receipt therefore on the dafgi and where service is not
effected by handing the summons to an individuabyussome other method
approved by this Act, the person effecting sergitcall endorse on the duplicate
particulars of the method by which the service effscted.
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34. A person required to sign a receipt on the badkeduplicate summons to the
effect that he has received the summons who refosés so may be arrested by
the person serving the summons and shall be gfiéy offence and upon
conviction be liable to one month imprisonmentive thousand naira option of
fine.

35. Where the Commission is satisfied that a summaestedd to a person
complained against or any person has been sergethanhperson does not appear
at the time and place appointed in the summonsCtimemission shall have
power to arrest and detain any such person, inatiperson complies with the
summons.

36. (1) Whenever it appears to the Chairman upaorindtion, and after such
inquiry as he shall think necessary, that thereasonable cause to suspect
that in any place there is any evidence of the cmsion of any offence under
this Act, he may by written order direct an officérithe Commission to
obtain a court order to-

(@) enter any premises and there search fae seid take possession of any
book, document or other article evidencing the cassion of such
offence;

(b) inspect, make copies of; or take extracmfany book, record or
document;

(c) search any person who is in or on such wesnpiand for the purpose of
such search detain such person and remove hinclopdace as may be
necessary to facilitate such search, and seizeletagh any article found
on such person;

(d) break open, examine, and search any artiolgainer or receptacle; or

(e) stop, search; and seize any vehicle oreyance.

(2) Whenever it is necessary so to do, an affiféhe Commission exercising
any power under subsection (1) shall obtain a waifram a judge or
magistrate to

(a) break open any outer or inner door or winddwany premises and enter
thereto, or otherwise forcibly enter the premises every part thereof;

(b) remove by force any obstruction to suchyesé&arch, seizure or removal
as he is empowered to effect; or
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(c) detain any person found in or on any pres@&an any conveyance
search under subsection (I), or until such prenese®nveyance has been
searched.

(3) No person shall be searched under this@eoti under section 35 except by
a person who is of the same gender as the perdmdearched.

37. (1) Ifinthe course of an investigation into@fence under this Act any
officers of the Commission has reasonable groulodsspect that any
movable or immovable property is the subject maitemn offence of
evidence relating to the offence he shall seizé guoperty.

(2) Alist of all movable or immovable propegdgized pursuant to subsection (1)
and of the places in which they are respectivelyntbshall be prepared by the
officer of the Commission effecting the seizure aighed by him.

(3) A copy of the list referred to in sub-senti@) shall be served on the owner
of such property or on the person from whom theerty was seized as soon
as possible.

(4) Where any movable or immovable propertyl&ab seizure under
subsection (2) is in the possession, custody arr@loof a bank, subsections
(2), (2) and (3) shall not apply thereto and thewe shall be effected in the
manner provided for in sections 35 and 42.

38. (1) Where any movable property is seized unlisrAct, the seizure shall be
effected by removing the movable property fromchstody or control of the
person from whom it is seized and placing it urtlercustody of such person
or authority and at such place as an officer of@Gbenxmission may determine.

(2) Where it is not practicable, or it is othesgnot desirable, to effect removal
of any property under subsection (1), the offieferred to in that subsection
may leave it at the premises in which it is sei@eder the custody of such
person as he may detail for the purpose.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), when any maiae property, including any
movable property referred to in subsection (6), been seized under this Act,
an officer of the Commission other than the offiaéro effected the seizure,
may in his discretion-

(a) temporarily return the movable propertytte bwner thereof; or to the
person from whose possession, custody or contvastseized, or to such
person as may be entitled thereto, subject to &rais and conditions as
may be imposed, and subject, in any case, to suitisecurity being
furnished to ensure that the movable property sleurrendered on
demand being made by the officer who authoriseddlease or any other
officer of the Commission and that such terms aions, if any shall
be complied with; or
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(b) return the movable property to the ownerdbg or to the person from
whose possession, custody or control it was seeid, such person as
may be entitled thereto, with liberty for the pard¢o whom the movable
property is so returned to dispose of the propeugh return being
subject to security being furnished in an amountess than an amount
which represents the open market value of sucheptppn the date on
which it is returned.

(4) Where any person to whom movable propertgngporarily returned under
sub-section (3) (a) fails to surrender such prgpentdemand or to comply
with any term or condition imposed under that setksn-

(@) the security furnished in respect of suapprty shall be forfeited; and

(b) that person shall be guilty of an offencd ahall on conviction be liable
to a fine of not less than two time the amountefsecurity furnished by
him, and to imprisonment for a term not exceedmg years.

(5) Where an order of forfeiture is made bydbart in respect of property
returned under sub-section (3) (b), such forfeislrall be effected by
forfeiting the security furnished by the persomizom the property was
returned in lieu of the property.

(6) When any movable property seized under ttiecAnsists of money, shares,
securities, stocks, debentures or any chose-inradt the possession or
under the custody or control of any person othan tihe person against whom
the prosecution is intended to be taken, the seigiiall be effected by an
officer of the Commission serving an order on speftson-

(@) prohibiting him from using, transferring, @ealing with such property;
or

(b) requiring him to surrender the property toofficer of the Commission
in the manner and within the time specified in dheer.

(7) Where any movable property seized is liabldecay or deterioration, or is
property which cannot be maintained without diffiguor which it is not
practicable to maintain, and which cannot be dedlt under subsection (3),
an officer of the Commission may sell or cause suroperty to be sold at the
prevailing market value and shall hold the procesdke sale, after
deducting therefrom the costs and expenses of #ietemance and of the sale
of the property, to abide the result of any proaegsiunder this Act.

39. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other writtaw, a Judge of the High
Court may, on application made to him in relatiorah investigation into any
offence under this Act or any other law prohibitcayruption, order a legal
practitioner to disclose information available tmhn respect of any transaction
or dealing relating to any property which is liabdeseizure under this Act
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provided that no court shall require an advocatsoticitor to disclose any
privileged information or communication which catoehis knowledge for the
purpose of prosecuting any pending proceeding.

40. Subject to such limitation as is provided undes #het, every person required
by an officer of the Commission to give any infotraa on any subject which it
is the duty of such officer to inquire into undeistAct and which it is in that
person's statutory power to give, shall be ledgadlynd to give information,
failing which he shall be guilty of an offence amnwiction liable to imprisonment
for six (6) months or a fine of (N 10,000.00) téoawsand naira.

41.  Any person who-

(@) refuses any officer of the Commission actessy premises, or fails to
submit to a search by a person authorised to séarckinder this Act;

(b) assaults, or obstructs any officer of then@Guossion or any person
authorised by the Commission in the execution sfdhity under this Act;

(c) fails to comply with any lawful demand natjorder or requirements of
an officer of the Commission in the execution of tluty under this Act;

(d) fails to produce to or conceals or attentptsonceal from, an officer of
the Commission any book, document, or articleglatron to which such
officer has reasonable grounds for suspecting loevdeg that an offence
under this Act or any other law prohibiting Corrigpthas been or is
being committed, or which is liable to seizure uniiés Act;

(e) rescues or endeavours to rescue or caubesrgscued any person who
has been duly arrested or anything which has bebkmnsdized; or

() destroys anything to prevent the seizusrdbf or the securing of the
thing, shall be guilty of an offence punishablehwinprisonment for
one(1) year without option of fine.

42. (1) Every offence under this Act shall bdddde offence for the purpose of
the Criminal Procedure Act or Code.
(2) Every person arrested under subsection él) lme released from custody on
his executing a bond. with sureties, as an ofiidehe Commission may

require.

(3) Any person who has been released from cysinder subsection (2) may
be re-arrested without warrant by any officer & @ommission--
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(a) if such officer has reasonable groundd#dieving that any condition
on or subject to which such person was releasetherwise admitted to
bail has been; or

(b) on being notified in writing by the suretysureties of such person that
such person has broken or is likely to break amgitmn on or subject to
which such person was released and that the swreltyes to be relieved
of his obligation as surety.

(4) Any person arrested under subsection (3) iwimot released on bail shall,
without unreasonable delay, and in any case witkenty-four hours
(excluding the time for any necessary journey) tmelpced before the Court
and if it appears to the Court that any conditiaroo subject to which such
person was released or otherwise admitted to baibleen or is likely to be
broken, the court may -

(@) remand such person in custody; or

(b) admit such person to bail on the same camditor on such other
conditions as it thinks fit.

(5) Where a person who is arrested for an ofemwer this Act is serving a
sentence of imprisonment or is in detention undgrlaw relating to
preventive detention, or is otherwise in lawfultogly, he shall, Upon an
order in writing by an officer of the Commission fa@duced before such
officer or before any other officer of the Commdssfor the Purpose of
investigation and for such purpose he may be kelawful custody for a
period not exceeding fourteen days.

(6) A person who is detained in lawful custoagder subsection (5) or
otherwise under any other written law may, at amgf be made available to
an officer of the Commission for the purpose ofestigation, or may be taken
to any other place for the purpose of searchingthee, or seizing any
property, or identifying any person or for any atparpose related to the
investigation.

(7) The period during which a person is undesflh custody under sub-section
(6) shall count towards the period of his imprisemt) detention or other
custody.

Provisions Relating to Chairman of the Commission

43. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any otleitten law or any rule of law,
the Chairman of the Commission, shall upon a coukér direct in writing,
for the purpose of any investigation into an offenader this Act or any other
law prohibiting corruption, and upon a court ordathorise any officer of the
Commission to exercise, in relation to any bankr@ncial institution
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specified in the authorisation, all the powersmfastigation set out in
subsection (2).

(2) An officer of the Commission authorised unsigbsection (1) may, in
relation to the bank or financial institution irspect of which he is so
authorised-

(@) inspect and take copies of any banker's Jdoakk accounts or any
documents belonging to or in the possession, cysiodontrol of the
bank or financial institution including computertaadisks, diskettes,
printouts and any other electronic medium by whidbrmation or data is
stored;

(b) inspect and take copies of any share acsppntchase account,
expenses accounts or any other accounts of angrpkept in the bank;

(c) inspect the contents of any safe depositibohe bank; or

(d) request for any other information relateéhy documents, accounts or
articles referred to in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c)

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subsection @),officer of the Commission
authorised under subsection (1) may take possestamy books, documents,

accounts, titles, securities or cash to which tedtaess under that subsection

where in his opinion -

(@) the inspection, the copying or the takingxtracts from them, cannot
reasonably be undertaken without taking possessitrem;

(b) they may be interfered with or destroyecesalhe takes possession of
them; or

(c) they may be needed as evidence in any putsador an offence under
this Act or any other written law.

(4) Any person who willfully fails or refuses tlisclose any information or
produce any account, document or article refewad subsection (2) to any
officer of the Commission authorised under subseadtl) shall be guilty of
an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable fma not exceeding ten
thousand naira or to imprisonment for a term naeexling two years or to
both.

(5) Any person who discloses any informatiomparduces any account or
document or article to an authorised officer of @@mmmission whether by
himself or through any agent shall not, on accadirsuch disclosure or
production, be liable to any prosecution, excep&fooffence under section
41 (1) of this Act, or for any offence under or\agtue of any Law, or to any
proceeding or claim by any person under or by gidtiany law, contract,
agreement or arrangement, or otherwise.
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44. (1) Notwithstanding any written law or rule afnl to the contrary, the
Chairman of the Commission, if he has reasonaldergls to believe, arising
from investigation carried out by an officer of tGemmission, that any
offence under this Act has been committed, may bitem notice-

(@) require any person suspected of having dttenirsuch offence to
furnish a statement in writing, on oath or affirroatand-

(i) identity every property, whether movableérmmovable, whether
within or outside Nigeria, belonging to him or iis [possession, or in
which he has any interest, whether legal or eqglgdfand specifying
the date on which each of the properties so idedtivas acquired and
the manner in which it was acquired, whether by wlagny dealing,
bequest, devise, inheritance, or any other manner;

(i) identify every property sent out of Nigefg him during such
period as may be specified in the notice;

(iif) set out the estimated value and locatioeath of the properties
identified under sub-paragraphs (i) and (ii), a@nahly of such
properties cannot be located, the reason therefore;

(iv) state in respect of each of the propertiestified under sub-
paragraphs (i) and (ii) whether the property islh®l him or by any
other person on his behalf or whether it has dishied in value since
its acquisition by him or and whether it has beemmingled with
other property which cannot be separated or divididaout
difficulty;

(v) setout all other information relating te lproperties, business,
travel or other activities as may be specifiechim motice; and

(vi) set out all his sources of income, includeegnings and gifts or
other assets for such period; and

(b) require any relative or associate of thespereferred to in sub-section
(1) (a), or any other person whom the ChairmamefG@ommission has
reasonable grounds to believe is able to asstheimvestigation, to
furnish a statement in writing on oath or affirnsatiand;

(i) identify every property, whether movableimmovable, whether
within or outside Nigeria, belonging to him or iis [possession, or in
which such person has any interest, whether lagadjoitable, and
specifying the date on which each of the propertleatified was
acquired and the manner in which it was acquirdtether by way of
any dealing, bequest, devise, inheritance, or émgraonanner;

(i) identify every property sent out of Nigefg him during such
period as may be specified in the notice;
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(i) set out the estimated value and locatioeath of the properties
identified under sub-paragraphs (I) and (ii) andny of such
properties cannot be located, the reason therefore;

(iv) state in respect of each of the propertiestified under sub-
paragraphs (i) and (ii) whether the property islh®l him or by any
other person on his behalf or whether it has besrsterred, sold, or
kept with any person or whether it has diminishedalue since its
acquisition by him or whether it has been commidglé&h other
property which cannot be separated or divided witlifficulty;

(v) setout all other information relating tachaof the properties
identified under sub-paragraphs (i) and (ii), amel business, travel or
other activities of such person; and

(vi) set out all the sources of income, earnimgifés or other assets for
such period; and

(c) require any officer of any bank or finandradtitution, or any person
who is in any manner or to any extent responsiiétfe management and
control of the affairs of any bank or any finangradtitution to furnish
copies of any or all accounts, documents and rea@idting to any
person to whom a notice may be issued under panlagi@) or (b).

(2) Where the Chairman of the Commission hasaeable grounds to believe
that any Public Officer who has been served withvhitten notice referred to
in sub-section (1) owns, possesses, controls aistaly interest in any
property which is excessive, having regard to hes@nt or past emoluments
and all other relevant circumstances, the Chairmawn by written direction
require him to furnish a statement on oath or @fition explaining how he
was able to own, possess, control or hold suchssxaed if he fails to explain
satisfactorily such excess, he shall be presumédye used his office to
corruptly enrich or gratify himself and charged@ciingly.

(3) Every person to whom a notice or direct®sent by the Chairman under
this section shall state the truth and disclosendrmation which is within
his knowledge, or which is available to him, or ahis capable of being
obtained by him.

(4) Where any person discloses any informatioproduces any accounts,
documents or records, in response to a notice wukesection (1), such
person, his agent or employee, or any other peasting on his behalf or
under his direction, shall not, by reason onlywftsdisclosure or production,
be liable to prosecution for any offence or civdim under or by virtue of
any law, Contract, agreement or arrangement, @roike.

Provided that

Sub-section (4) shall not bar, prevent or prolttetinstitution of any prosecution for
any offence provided by this section or for givia{se evidence in relation to any
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statement on oath or affirmation furnished to ttei@nan of the Commission
pursuant to this section; or as provided for irtisec27 (1) of this Act.

45. (1) Where the Chairman of the Commission issfiatl on information given
to him by an officer of the Commission that any mioke property, including
any monetary instrument or any accretion theretizhvis the subject-matter
of any investigation under this Act or evidencealation to the Commission
of such offence is the possession, custody or gbotra bank or financial
institution, he may, notwithstanding any other teritlaw or rule of law to the
contrary by order direct the bank or financial itegion not to part with, deal
in, or otherwise dispose of such property or any thereof until the order is
revoked or varied.

(2) No bank, agent or employee of a bank shmfia@zount of such compliance,
be liable to any prosecution or to any civil pratieg or claim by any person
under or by virtue of any law, contract, agreemengrrangement, or
otherwise.

(3) Any person who fails to comply with an or@éthe Chairman of the
Commission under sub-section (1) shall be guiltgrobffence and shall on
conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding twuds the amount which was
paid out in contravention of the Chairman's orddfty thousand naira,
whichever is the higher, and to imprisonment ftgran not exceeding two (2)
years.

(4) The subject-matter of an offence under Ausor evidence of the
commission of such offence shall be liable to s&and the seizure shall be
effected-

(@) by the issuance of a Notice of Seizure signethe Chairman of the
Commission or any other person authorised by hitmgeout therein the
particulars of the immovable property which is ®odeized in so far as
such particulars are within his knowledge, and fimtihg all dealings in
such immovable property; and

(b) by publishing a copy of such Notice in twaaspapers circulating in
Nigeria which shall be in the English Language; and

(c) by serving a copy of such Notice on thecagffiof the Ministry of Lands
of the Area in which the immovable property is atti

(5) The Officer responsible for land matter refd to in subsection (4) (c) shall
immediately upon being served with a Notice of 8eainder subsection (1)
endorse the terms of the notice of seizure on ticeent of title in respect of
the immovable property in the Register at his @ific

46. Where the Chairman of the Commission is satistead &ny property is the
subject-matter of an offence under this Act or wsead in the commission of the
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offence, and such property is held or depositedigatNigeria, he may make an
application by way of an affidavit to a Judge of tHigh Court for an order
prohibiting the person by whom the property is h@lavith whom it is deposited
from dealing with the property.

Section 47. Forfeiture of property upon prosecufaran offence.

(1) In any prosecution for an offence under #us, the court shall make an
order for the forfeiture of any property which i®ped to be the subject-
matter of the offence or to have been used in dnenaission of the offence
where-

(@) the offence is proved against the accused;
(b) the offence is not proved against the aatibse the court is satisfied,;

() that the accused is not the true and lawfuher of such property;
and

(i) that no other person is entitled to the préopeas a purchaser in good
faith for valuable consideration.

(2) Where the offence is proved against the sedwr the property referred to
in subsection (1) has been disposed of, or caretriabed, the court shall
order the accused to pay as a penalty a sum whietuivalent to the amount
of the gratification or is, in the opinion of theurt, the value of the
gratification received by the accused, and any gactalty shall be
recoverable as a fine.

48. (1) Where in respect of any property seizedeurthis Act there is no
prosecution or conviction for an offence under this, the Chairman of the
Commission may, before the expiration of twelve therfrom the date of the
seizure, apply to a Judge of the High Court fooader of forfeiture of that
property if he is satisfied that such property badn obtained as a result of or
in connection with an offence under sections 330 1

(2) The Judge to whom an application is made usdesection (1) shall direct
to be published a notice in the Gazette and iragtltwo newspapers
circulating in Nigeria, which shall be in Englislahguage calling upon any
person who claims to have an interest in the ptggerattend before that
court on a date specified in the notice, to showseavhy the property should
not be forfeited to the Government.

(3) Where the Judge to whom an application idenander subsection (1) is
satisfied-

(@) that the property is the subject-mattepraiised in the commission of an
offence under this Act; and
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(b) there is no purchaser in good faith for asle consideration of the
property, he shall make an order for the forfeitiréhe property.

(4) Any property in respect of which no applioatis made under subsection
(1) shall, after the expiration of twelve monthsnir the date of its seizure, be
released to the person from whom it was seized.

49. Where any property has been seized under thissAdtso long as such seizure
remains in force, any dealing effected by any pemdbetween any persons in
respect of such property, except any dealing edteander this Act or by virtue of
this Act by an officer of a public body in his cafig as such officer, or otherwise
by or on behalf of the Government of Nigeria, @& hovernment of a State, or a
Local Government or other statutory authority, Ehalnull and void, and shall
not be registered or otherwise given effect to iy @erson or authority.

50. (1) Notwithstanding any written law to the camr, the Chairman of the
Commission may upon a court order where he hasmaase grounds to
believe that any person. who is the subject ofstigation in respect of any
offence under this Act is likely to leave Nigey, written notice require such
person to surrender his passport or exit permaingrother travel documents
in his possession.

(2) A notice under subsection (1) shall be sgpersonally on the person to
whom it is addressed.

Section 51. Chairman's powers to amend or revoke any ordeotiden

(1) The Chairman of the Commission may at amgtamend or revoke any
order or notice which has been made or given byihiexercise of any power
conferred on him under this Act.

PROVIDED THAT the revocation of any such noticeooder shall not debar
the Chairman of the Commission from issuing angtfrerders or notices,
against any person or thing affected by the eaolider or notice.

(2) The revocation or amendment of an orderotica under subsection (1) may
contain consequential, ancillary or incidental mi&trelevant to such
revocation or amendment.

52. (1) When an allegation of corruption or anythjgporting to contravene any
provision of this Act is made against the Presiaerihe Vice President of
Nigeria or against any state Governor or Deputydsoor, the Chief Justice
of the Federation shall, if satisfied that suffitieause has been shown upon
an application on notice supported by an affidagiting out the facts on
which the allegation is based, authorise an indeégeincounsel (who shall be
a legal practitioner of not less than fifteen yesiemding) to investigate the
allegation and make a report of his findings toNfaional Assembly in the
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case of the President or Vice President and todlegant State House of
Assembly in the case of the State Governor or Be@oatvernor;

(2) The Commission shall be enjoined to fullpperate with such independent
counsel and provide all facilities necessary fahsmdependent counsel to
carry out his functions.

Evidence

53. (1) Where in any proceedings against any pei@oan offence under sections
3to 19 it is proved that any gratification hasrbaecepted or agreed to be
accepted, obtained or attempted to be obtainedijtsd] given or agreed to be
solicited or given, promised or offered, by orhe taccused, the gratification
shall be presumed to have been corruptly acceptadreed to be accepted,
obtained or attempted to be obtained, solicitecemgor agreed to be solicited
or given, promised or offered as an inducementremeaard for or on account
of the matters set out in the particulars of tHerode, until the contrary is
proved.

(2) Where in any proceedings against any pei@oan offence under this Act
or any other law prohibiting corruption it is pravéhat such person has
accepted or agreed to accept, obtained or attenptaotain any gratification,
such person shall be presumed to have done smasee or reward for the
matters set out in the particulars of the offencwil the contrary is proved.

(3) Where in any proceedings against any pei@oan offence under this Act
or any other law prohibiting corruption it is pralvéhat such person has
accepted or attempted to obtain any valuable tvitigout consideration or
for a consideration which he knows to be inadequsateh person shall be
presumed to have done so with such knowledge thetoircumstances set
out in the particulars of the offence, until theatrary is proved.

(4) Where in any proceedings against any pefi@oan offence under the
Custom and Excise Act, it is proved that any offioecustoms or other
person duly employed for the prevention of smugghias accepted, agreed to
accept or attempted to obtain any bribe, grate#ycompence, or reward,
such officer or person shall be presumed to hawe do for such neglect or
non-performance of his duty as set out in the paldrs of the offence, until
the contrary is proved..

54. In any proceedings against any person for an offemcler sections 8 to 19 of
this Act, it may be proved that at or about theetiofi the alleged offence, or at
any time thereafter the accused, or any relativ@seociate of his -

(@) held any property for which he, or his nelator associate, as the case

may be, is unable to give a satisfactory accoumd &&w he came into its
ownership, possession, custody or control; or
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(b) had entered into any dealing for the actjoisiof any property and he is
unable to satisfactorily account for the considerator which it was or is
agreed to be acquired, and the evidence in relétiereto shall be
presumed to corroborate any evidence relatingga@timmission of the
offence.

55. Notwithstanding any written law or rule of law teetcontrary, in any
proceedings. against any person for an offencertheAct--

(@) no witness shall be regarded as an accoeipjiceason only of such
witness having:

(i) accepted, received, obtained, solicitedead to accept or receive,
or attempted to obtain any gratification from amygon;

(i) given, promised, offered or agreed to gavey gratification;

(i) been in any manner concerned in the comimsef such offence, or
having knowledge of the commission of the offence,
if before the completion of the act or acts constig the offence, knowledge of the
witness participation has been reported to the Cigsian by the witness;

(b) no agent provocateur, whether he is an affidehe Commission or not,
shall be presumed to be unworthy of credit by reasdy of his having
attempted to commit, or abet or having abettechgaged in a criminal
conspiracy to commit such offence, if the main psgof such attempt,
abetment or engagement was to secure evidencesagaah person; and

(c) any statement whether oral or written, miadan agent provocateur by
such person shall be admissible as evidence #idlis

56. (1) In any trial or inquiry by a court into an¥fence under this Act, any
statement, whether the statement amounts to assiafeor not whether oral
or writing, made at any time, whether before oerafihe person is charged and
whether or not in the course of an investigatiom whether wholly or partly
in answer to question, by the accused personitotbe hearing of any officer
of the Commission, whether or not interpreted ta by any officers of the
Commission or any other person concerned or nibtdrarrest of that person,
shall, notwithstanding any written law or rule ai to the contrary, be
admissible in evidence at the trial;

Provided that
the officer who procured such statement shall nrakeself available at the trial for
the purpose of cross-examination.

(2) No statement made under sub-section (1) Bhadmissible or used as
provided for in that subsection if the making of gtatement appears to the
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court to have been caused by any inducement, trgabmise having
reference to the charge against the person, progedm a person in
authority and sufficient in the opinion of the cotar give that person grounds
which would appear to him reasonable for suppogiagby making it he
would gain any advantage or avoid any evil of ageral nature in reference
to the proceedings against him.

(3) Where any person is arrested or is inforthatl he may be prosecuted for
any offence under this Act, he shall be served wittotice in writing, which
shall be explained to him, to the following effect-

"You have been arrested on the allegation concgrau whatever you say or
write may be used in any court of law hereafter".

57. Notwithstanding any written law to the contraryaimy proceedings against any
person for an offence under this Act-

(@) any statement made by any person to areoffitthe Commission or
any other person in the course of an investigatimter this Act or any
other law prohibiting fraud, bribery or corrupticand

(b) any document, or copy of any document ot@dy@phic or electronic
evidence or thing seized from any person or howelined by an
officer of the Commission or any other person iereise of his powers
under or by virtue of this Act or any other relevkaw; shall be
admissible in evidence in any proceedings undsrAbt before any court,
where the person who gave the thing, made thenstsie document or the
copy of such document is dead, or cannot be tracéalind, or has
become incapable of giving evidence, or whose d#teoe cannot be
procured without an amount of delay or expense lwhppears to the
court unreasonable.

(c) without prejudice to the foregoing provissoor the provisions of any
other rule of law or evidence all photographic lectonic evidence
however. obtained, shall be admissible in evidence.

58. (1) A certificate issued by a principal or afiadr on behalf of his principal
shall be admissible in evidence in any proceedaggsnst any person for any
offence under this Act as prima facie proof that person named in such
certificate-

(a) held the position, office or capacity specifiecguch certificate and for
such period so specified; and

(b) received the emoluments specified in suchfoeate.

(2) A certificate issued under sub-section {Blisbe prima facie proof that it
was issued by the person purporting to issueptiasipal or on behalf Ot the
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principal without proof of the signature of the g@mn who issued such
certificate and without proof of the authority ofch person to issue it in the
absence of any reasonable proof to the contrary.

59. (1) Where any document which is to be used jn@oceedings against any
person for an offence under this Act is in a lamguather than the English
Language, a translation of such document into tingli€h Language shall be
admissible where the translation is accompaniea tgrtificate of the person
who translated the document setting out thatattizie and faithful translation
and the translation had been done by such pergbe aistance of the
Chairman or an officer of the Commission.

(2) Sub-section (1) shall apply to a documenictvis translated, regardless
whether the document was made within or outsidefiagor whether the
translation was done within or outside Nigeriaybrether possession of such
document was obtained by the prosecution withioutside Nigeria.

60. In any proceedings under this Act, evidenal stot be admissible to show that
any such gratification mentioned in this Act istomsary in any profession, trade,
vocation or calling or on a social occasion.

Prosecution and Trial of Offences

61. (1) Every prosecution for an offence under s or any other law
prohibiting bribery, corruption and other relatdteaces shall be deemed to
be done with the consent of the Attorney-General.

(2) Without prejudice to any other laws prohigtbribery, Corruption, fraud or
any other related offences by Public Officers dreotpersons, a public officer
or any other person may be prosecuted by the apatemuthority for an
offence of bribery, corruption, fraud or any othelated offences committed
by such public officer or other person contranaty laws in force before or
after the coming into effect of this Act and nothin this Act shall be
construed to derogate from or undermine the riglatuthority of any person
or authority to prosecute offenders under any dénes.

(3) The Chief Judge of a State or the Federgplt@larerritory, Abuja shall, by
order under his hand, designate a court or judgeicin number of courts or
judges as he shall deem appropriate to hear aediee all cases of bribery,
Corruption, fraud or other related offences arisinger this Act or any other
laws prohibiting fraud, bribery or Corruption; aucbor judge so designated
shall not, while being so designated, hear or datex any other cases
provided that all cases of fraud, bribery, or cption pending in any court
before the coming into effect of this Act shall tane to be heard and
determined by that court.
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62. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Aclaw where a person is
accused of more than one offence under this Aat&ye be charged with and
tried at one trial for any number of such offencesimitted within the Space of
any length of time.

63. (1) Every person required to give evidence utitisrAct who, in the Opinion
of the court, makes a true and full disclosurellathengs to which he is
lawfully examined, shall be entitled to receiveeatificate of indemnity under
the seal of the court stating that he has madeeaaind frill disclosure of all
things on which he was examined, and such cert@fishall be a bar to any
legal proceedings against him in respect of anh shings.

(2) An application by the Chairman under subsecfl) may be presented to the
court by the officer conducting the prosecution.

64. (1) Subjectto subsection (2), where any compliaiade by any officer of the
Commission states that the complaint is made is@gmence of information
received by the officer making the complaint, thisrmation referred to in
the compliant and the identity of the person frohom such information is
received shall be secret between the officer whdenthe complaint and the
person who gave the information, and everythingaioed in such
information, identity of the person who gave thirmation and all other
circumstances relating to the information, inclgdihe place where it was
given, shall not be disclosed or be ordered orireduo be disclosed in
public but only to the trial judge and the defelagyer in attendance in any
civil, criminal or other proceedings in any courttobunal.

(2) If any book, paper or other document, or asyal or sound recording, or
other matter or material which is given in evideocdiable to inspection in
any civil, criminal or other proceedings in any door other authority as are
referred to in subsection (1) contains any enthgomatter in which any
person who gave the information is named or desdrdy shown, or which
might lead to his discovery, the court before whiod proceedings are held
shall cause all such parts thereof or passagesithierbe concealed from
view or to be obliterated or otherwise removedasaak is necessary to protect
such person from discovery-

(3) Any person who gives the information refdrte in subsection (I) knowing
the information to be false shall be guilty of dfence and shall on
conviction be liable to imprisonment for a term e&teeding ten years, and
shall also be liable to a fine not exceeding onedined thousand naira;

Provided that

sub-sections (1) and (2) shall not apply to anggtigation or prosecution for any
offence arising from any breach of the provisiohthts sub-section.
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65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

General

No legal proceedings, civil or criminal, shall Imstituted against any officer of
the Commission or any other person assisting stideofor any act which is
done in good faith or for any omission in goodHaiy such officer or other
person.

(1) The provisions of this Act shall, in relatito citizens and persons granted
permanent residence in Nigeria, have effect outssdeell as within Nigeria,
and when an offence under this Act is committedny place outside Nigeria
by any citizen or persons granted permanent resgdenNigeria, he may be
dealt with in respect of such offence as if it wasmitted at any place within
Nigeria.

(2) Any proceedings against any person undsrsaction which would be a bar
to subsequent proceedings against such persohd@aine offence if such
offence was committed in Nigeria shall be a bdutther proceedings against
him under any written law relating to the extraatitiof persons, in respect of
the same offence, outside Nigeria.

(3) The Commission shall have the power to eadhg service dfNTERPOL
or such local or international institution, bodypmrsons possessing special
knowledge or skill on the tracing of propertiedetention of cross border
crimes.

Notwithstanding any other written law to the congrahe provisions of this Act
shall apply to a prescribed offence regardlesshadther the prosecution or any
other proceedings in respect of such offence at&uted or taken by an officer of
the Commission, or a police officer or customsagfior any other officer having
powers to investigate, prosecute or take any probogs in respect of such
offence.

Any person convicted for an offence under this f#&ctwhich no penalty is
specifically provided shall be liable to a fine moiceeding ten thousand naira or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two yeauisoth.

Nothing contained in this Act shall derogate frdma powers of a police officer
to investigate any offence under this Act or tosgi@ite any person in respect of
any such offence provided that the Police shafighto the attention of the
Commission every case of bribery, corruption oudréeing investigated or
prosecuted by them after the coming into forcehs Act.

The Chairman of the Commission may make rules ifong effect to the

provisions of this Act and, without prejudice t@ thenerality of this provisions,
may make rules--
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(@) providing for the form of any notice, orddeclaration or any other
matter under this Act; and

(b) for the service or delivery of any noticeger, direction, instruction, or
other thing to be done under this Act.

71. A person convicted for an offence under this Acoy other law prohibiting
Bribery or Corruption shall have and exercise angliosuch rights of appeal as
conferred by the Constitution of the Federal rejoutl Nigeria in such case.

Date passed by House of
Representatives

31st day of May 2000 1st day of June 2000

Date passed by Senate

| certify that this Act has been carefully compabgdme with the decision reached by
the National Assembly and found by me to be trwk@nrect decision of the
Houses and is in accordance with the provisiorth@fcts Authentication Act of
1961

| brahim Salim. CON

Clerk to the National Assembly
6th day of June 2000

| Assent
Chief Olusegun Obasabjo. GCFR

President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
13th day of June 2000

36



