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THE ELECTORAL CODE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

PART |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER |
PURPOSE, DEFINITIONS AND PRINCIPLES

Article 1
Aim and purpose

1. The aim of this Code is to specify rules forgameng, conducting, administering, and
supervising elections to the Assembly of Albanggal government elections and referenda,
as well as for declaring their results.

2. This Code regulates:

a) the determination of electoral zones;
b) the timelines, procedures and competenciesthier registration of electoral
subjects;
c) the organization and functioning of the eleakoadministration and electoral
commissions;
¢) the timelines, procedures and competenciethépreparation of the voter list;
d) the financing of electoral subjects;
dh) the conduct of the electoral campaign;
e) the voting procedure and the procedure foradieg the results;
€) the examination of complaints and the impositidnadministrative and criminal
sanctions;
f) other rules related to elections.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purposes of this Code, the following tesinall have these meanings:

1. “Election date” is the voting date, as determingdabdecree of the President of the
Republic.

2. “Special institutions” are prisons, places of miattdetention, as well as hospitals or
other healthcare institutions that accept patitartsnore than three days.

3. A“candidate presented by a group of voters” isuadidate for deputy or for mayor of
a municipality or commune, or for a municipal onoaunal council, who is not supported by
any political party and who is proposed by the k&te accordance with this Code.

4. A “candidate” is an Albanian citizen registeredsasandidate for deputy or for mayor
of a municipality or commune, or for a municipalammmunal council, in accordance with
this Code, who is to be voted on in the elections.



5. A “coalition” is a grouping of two or more politicparties to run together in elections
in accordance with the rules defined in this Code.

6. A*“VCC”is a Voting Centre Commission.

7. The “CEC” is the Central Election Commission, whistthe highest permanent state
organ charged with the administration of electimnaccordance with the rules defined in this
Code.

8. A “CEAZ" is a Commission of an Electoral Administian Zone, which is
established and functions in accordance with tludeCfor the elections to the Assembly of
Albania and for local elections.

9. “Voter lists” are official documents of the votemhich originate from the National
Civil Status Register for each polling unit, conegllin accordance with this Code.

10. A “multi-name list” is a list of candidates for pleties or for councils of
municipalities or communes, prepared and registeradcordance with this Code.

11.A “close relationship by marriage” is the relatibips created by marriage between a
commission member and a candidate, when one of ihéme parent of the other’s spouse, or
the sister or brother of the other’s spouse, osfimise of the sister or brother of the spouse.

12. A “parliamentary party” is a political party thaa$ obtained and holds at least one
Assembly seat from the preceding elections.

13. A “political party” is a party registered in acdance with Law no. 8580, dated 17
February 2000, “On Political Parties”.

14.A “representative of an electoral subject” is asper authorized by an electoral
subject to represent their interests and to ppgteiin meetings of electoral commissions, in
the name of and on behalf of the electoral subject.

15. An “electoral period” is the period of the year ef@ined in this Code during which
periodic elections are held for the Assembly of&kla and for local government organs.

16. A “voting centre” is the premises designated fonawcting the vote in accordance
with this Code.

17.The “National Electronic Civil Status Register”tlse electronic database of citizens
compiled in accordance with the provisions of tn bn civil status.

18.The “final elections result” is the result declategthe CEC in accordance with this
Code and includes:

a) the number of votes, the number of seats aadish of names of the deputies
elected for each subject in the electoral zone @f a8 nationwide, in accordance with the
rules of this Code;

b) the result of the vote for candidates for mayfos municipality and commune who
are directly elected in the respective electorakzo

¢) the number of votes obtained by each subjaamaide, based on the result of the
votes obtained by each electoral subject during/the for local government councils; and

¢) the result of the vote for each alternativa referendum, in accordance with the
provisions of this Code.

19. A “revision of the lists” is the process of delegfiar adding names or of changing data
on voter lists, in accordance with this Code.

20."“Electoral subjects” are political parties, coalits and candidates proposed by the
voters, as well as candidates for mayor of localegoment organs, who have registered in
accordance with this Code.

21.“Voters in the Armed Forces or in the State Pokoeces” are all voters who serve in
the Armed Forces or in the State Police Forcesveml temporarily reside on a military or
police base.

22."Partial elections” are the vote to fill the sedt @ mayor of a municipality or
commune, as well as for the election of a new leoahcil in case of dissolution.
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23.“Elections” are the vote for the Assembly, for Ibgavernment organs and referenda.

24. A “polling unit” is a geographical zone within therritory of a municipality,
commune, or electoral zone established in accoedanth this Code.

25. An “electoral zone” is an administrative-terri@ridivision of the region for the
elections to the Assembly, and the municipalitytee commune for local government
elections.

Article 3
General principles

1. Elections are periodic.

2. Elections are conducted through free, secrefaleand direct voting, according to the
rules provided for in this Code. Voters exercisarthight to vote freely.

3. Every Albanian citizen, who has reached the @ig&8, including on election day,
without distinction according to race, ethnicityengler, language, political conviction,
religious belief, physical ability or economic catiah, has the right to vote and to be elected
in accordance with the rules provided in this Code.

4. Each voter has the right to only one vote feregtection of an electoral subject.

5. Electoral subjects are free to present thetetal programmes in any lawful manner
and form.

6. Electoral commissions provided for in this CddHil their functions in conformity
with the law and in an impartial and transparenhnea.

7. Except as otherwise provided for by law, it @ipbited to provide for the use of
electoral subjects any means, funds or differerterras that are public property, as well as
human resources of the public administration of lemg!.

8. Institutions of public administration of any &\shall not impair the conduct of the
elections with their activity.

Article 4
Appointment and duties of the liaison officer

1. The administration of the Council of Ministersdaof the Prime Minister’s Office, any
ministry, the Prefect’s office and municipalitieavie the obligation, no later than 24 hours
after the setting of the election date, to appaititison officer responsible for the exchange
of information with the CEC on activities that asdated to the administration or conduct of
free, fair and democratic elections.

2. A written notice of the appointment, includirtietliaison officer's name, position or
title, office address, as well as telephone andifaite numbers is to be provided to the CEC
concurrently with the appointment. If any of thasstitutions fails to appoint a liaison
officer in accordance with the requirements of aitthin the time set in this article, then the
head of the respective institution shall be deetoedave taken the function of the liaison
officer.

3. The liaison officer is required to provide th&C with complete written information
on orders of the head of the institution for evagivity that might affect or damage the
administration or conduct of free, fair, democratid transparent elections. This information
shall be provided in writing to the CEC no lateanthlO days before the activity is scheduled
to begin.

4. The liaison officer is to have access to thehésgg level of the institution for the
purpose of exchanging information with the CEC.
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5. If the CEC determines that the activity of thstitution is likely to damage or obstruct
the administration or conduct of free, fair, denaticrand transparent elections, then the CEC
shall inform in writing the appropriate liaison ic#r no later than 5 days before the activity
is scheduled to begin.

Article 5
Prohibition on the use of special forces and struates

1. Commando forces and other forces of the mililary prohibited from being used
during the entire electoral campaign, except ire¢he Minister in charge of public order and
the Minister of Defence issue a written order wiserch forces are needed for guarding
objects of particular importance, for replacing t&t&Police officials or for meeting
international obligations. A copy of the writtender is to be provided to the CEC
immediately.

2. The use of commando forces and other forcehefntilitary for the guarding of
objects related to the elections is prohibited.

3. During the entire electoral campaign, the arfioeces are prohibited from conducting
military exercises or manoeuvres outside their basglaces of deployment.

4. In all kinds of elections the use or participatiof the employees or structures of the
State Information Service is prohibited.

CHAPTER Il

OBSERVERS

Article 6
The right to appoint observers

1. Each political party registered with the CECaaselectoral subject has the right to
appoint an observer to the CEAZ, to the VCC andeeery table of the Ballot Counting
Centre after the registration of the candidatefs tfee respective electoral zone or the
submission of a multi-name list. If the politicadrties appear in the elections as a coalition,
the right to appoint observers rests solely with ¢balition. The candidates of the political
parties do not have the right to appoint observers.

2. Albanian and foreign non-governmental organtretj as well as international
organizations specialized or engaged in the aregoofl governance and democratization,
representatives of foreign countries and of theianbdve the right to send observers to the
elections.

3. Candidates presented by a group of voters iim teepective zones are entitled to
appoint an observer to the CEAZ, to the VCC anith¢oBallot Counting Centre.

4. The accreditation of the observers to electoasmhmissions is made on the basis of
individual data for each observer. The accreditatiay include one or more voting centres,
or one or more electoral zones. An Albanian nonegomental organisation or a coalition of
such organisations, a political party, a coalitmna candidate proposed by voters, may not
have more than one observer present in a votinggecaih the same time. Any foreign non-
governmental organisations and international osggiins may not have more than two
foreign observers at the same time in a votingreent
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5. Requests by Albanian observers for accreditai@nto be submitted to the CEC not
later than 15 days before the election date. Th€ @pproves the requests no later than 5
days after their submission. Requests by foreiggenters are to be submitted not later than
72 hours before the election date. The CEC apprinesequests of foreign observers within
24 hours from their submission. An appeal againsfasal or failure to grant accreditation
may be filed according to the procedures proviaeithis Code.

6. The CEC has the right, by a special instructiin,delegate to the CEAZs the
competency to grant accreditation to observersrdewpto points 2 and 3 of this article.

Article 7
The rights and duties of observers

1. While performing their duties, observers haweftilowing rights:
a) to observe without hindrance all aspects optieparation and conduct of elections
and all the phases of the electoral process;
b) to submit written comments to the election cossions for every kind of
irregularity that they notice;
c) to look at or examine the documentation or nieteof the electoral process;
¢) other rights provided for in this Code or irceedary legislation issued for its
implementation.
2. Observers have the following duties:
a) to respect the requirements of this Code aadnstructions of the CEC on election
observation;
b) to act in an impartial manner and not to malapaganda for any candidate, party
or coalition at the voting centres or at other pfaprohibited according to this Code;
C) to present themselves at the election comnmissigth the authorization issued by
the CEC and an identification document accepteth®yCEC,;
¢) not to bear distinctive signs that serve asnmeaf propaganda or that might
influence the voters’ will;
d) not to violate the right of the voter to a tdrallot and not to obstruct the voting
process and the administration of the election.

CHAPTER 1lI
THE ELECTORAL PERIOD AND ELECTION DATE
Article 8
The electoral period
General elections for the Assembly or for local ggovment organs are conducted
simultaneously, in the entire territory of the ctoynwithin the period lasting from 15 March
until 30 June or from 15 September until 30 Novemb&e cases provided in points 3, 4, 5

and 6 of article 9 of this Code are exempt frors thie.

Article 9
Setting the election date for the Assembly
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1. The date of the elections for the Assembly isbgea decree of the President of the
Republic according to the rules provided in artiéte of the Constitution. Elections for the
Assembly are to be conducted on one of the last3wodays within the electoral period
determined in article 8 of this Code, and in angecao later than 30 days before the expiry
date of the Assembly’s mandate. In case the marafatee Assembly ends earlier than 30
days from the beginning of the electoral periodcebns are to be conducted in the preceding
electoral period. For purposes of this Code, thadate of the Assembly expires on the same
date of the same month of the fourth year aftedtte of its first meeting.

2. The President of the Republic decrees the datheoelections for the Assembly no
later than 9 months before the expiry of the Asdgimbmandate. Upon the decision of the
Assembly, the closing of the legislative sessiorthar legislature’s dissolution are to take
place no sooner than 45 days before the date s#tdaelections and no later than 30 days
prior to this date.

3. Pursuant to point 5 of article 87 of the Constin, the President of the Republic
decrees the date of the elections no later thamoR4s after the dissolution of the Assembly.
The elections are to be conducted no earlier tltadays and no later than 45 days after the
dissolution of the Assembly. When the Assemblysfad elect a new President, the date of
the dissolution of the Assembly is the date offtfik voting pursuant to point 5 of article 87
of the Constitution.

4. Pursuant to point 4 of article 96 of the Constin, when the Assembly fails to elect a
new Prime Minister, no later than 24 hours after Wote provided in point 3 of the same
article, the President of the Republic decreesdibsolution of the Assembly and sets the
election date. The elections are to be conducteeanieer than 30 days and no later than 45
days after the dissolution of the Assembly.

5. Pursuant to point 2 of article 104 of the Cdnsitin, the elections are to be conducted
no earlier than 30 days and no later than 45 digsthe dissolution of the Assembly.

6. When the Assembly dissolves itself for reasdhgrathan those mentioned in points 2,
3, 4 and 5 of this article, the President of th@u®dic sets the election date no later than 24
hours after the dissolution of the Assembly. Theeksbly is dissolved on the day it votes to
dissolve itself. The elections are to be condua@e@arlier than 30 days and no later than 45
days after the dissolution of the Assembly.

Article 10
Setting the election date for local government orges

1. The election date for local government orgarseisby a decree of the President of the
Republic. For setting the election date for thealogovernment organs, the President
complies with the rules provided in points 1 anaf 2rticle 9 of this Code.

2. For the purposes of this Code, the mandatecal lgovernment organs shall end on the
same date of the same month of the fourth year thitedate the CEC declares its decision on
the election results nationwide for local governtrangans.

3.In case of interruption of a mandate for caupesvided in article 115 of the
Constitution, elections are to be held no earh@nt30 days and no later than 45 days from
the date of notification of the interruption of timeandate. In case of an appeal by the
dissolved or discharged organ, elections are thdbg no earlier than 30 days and no later
than 45 days from the expiry of the time limit pided to the dissolved organ to appeal the
decision of the Council of Ministers to the Congianal Court when such a right has not
been exercised, or the date of the decision ofCistitutional Court if the appeal has been
made within the time limit provided in point 2 aftiale 115 of the Constitution. In any case,
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the President of the Republic is to issue the decre later than 48 hours from the
notification of the interruption of the mandate.

Article 11
Voting hours

1. When the election date is set between 31 Manchl1® October, the voting centres
open at ¥ and close at 8§

2. When the election date is set between 16 Octabdr30 March, the voting centres
open at ¥ and close at P8

3. Nobody may vote after the closing time of theing centres, except voters who are
waiting to vote at the time of closing, in accordarwith the procedures provided in this
Code.

PART I

INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION AND
ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTIONS

CHAPTER |

CENTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION (CEC)

Article 12
The composition of the CEC

1. The Central Election Commission is composed mimbers.
2. Any Albanian citizen with the right to vote mag appointed a member of the CEC
provided that he or she fulfils these criteria:
a) to be over 30 years old;
b) to have higher education;
c) to have a professional experience of no fewan th years of work, in at least one
of the following fields:
I. in the field of law;

ii. in public administration;

iii. in the administration of elections;

Iv. as a director of non-profit organizations that hagean object of their activity
the protection and promotion of human rights arekdioms, the conduct of democratic
elections or public policy;

¢) not to have been convicted of a crime;

d) not to have been a member of any political pduiyng the last 5 years;

dh) not to have been elected a deputy of the Asetaibing the last 5 years;

e) not to have served in the State Police, in thmed Forces and in the State
InformationService during the last 5 years;
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€) not to have been dismissed from public admetistn or from any other public
function for a breach of duty.

Article 13
Mandate and time of work of the CEC members

1. A member of the CEC has a 4-year mandate wéhight to be re-elected.

2. The beginning and the end of the mandate of & @Eember is determined in this
Code.

3. A member of the CEC exercises this duty fullgirilis function is incompatible with
any other political, public or private duty or fuimn, with the exception of teaching.

4. Before taking office, an elected member of tHeCCtakes an oath in front of the
Assembly in a public ceremony. The text of the aath| swear on my honour that | shall
commit myself with all my strength to the realizaton of fair, free and democratic
elections in the Republic of Albania; | shall guaratee and protect the integrity and
secrecy of the vote; | shall maintain impartialityin discharging my duty as a member of
the Central Election Commission and shall demonstte professionalism in this
discharge".

Article 14
The election of CEC members

1. The Assembly of Albania elects the CEC memberaccordance with the following
procedure:

a) 2 members are proposed by the party that haktpest number of seats among the
parties of the parliamentary majority and 2 membeysthe party of the parliamentary
opposition which has the largest number of seatisamAssembly of Albania;

b) the proposing subjects, during the selectionsphgresent no fewer than two
candidacies for each vacancy. Chairs of the padrdary groups of the proposing subjects
select, collegially, 4 candidacies in accordanceh whe criteria provided in letter (a) of this
point. The proposing subjects of letter (a) setewt candidacy of each gender;

c) candidacies selected in accordance with letigrof this point are submitted to the
Assembly for approval;

¢) the fifth member of the CEC is elected from amdhe candidacies proposed by
groupings of deputies of parliamentary majoritytiggr other than the largest party of the
majority grouping. The sixth member of the CEC lisceed from among the candidacies
proposed by groupings of deputies of the parliaargmpposition parties, with the exception
of the largest party of the opposition. The propgsgrouping presents a list with no fewer
than two candidacies for the respective vacancy.

The list of candidates that has accumulatezl highest number of supporting
signatures from deputies of the respective parlraarg groups of the parliamentary majority
and opposition, including also the deputies oftthe largest parties from each grouping, is
presented to the Assembly for a vote. If two or enlists have accumulated the same number
of supporting signatures, all the candidacies hetlin these lists are presented for a vote.

2. Voting to elect the CEC members in accordandh this article is carried out on one
single day.

Article 15
The election of the CEC Chairman
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The seventh member and, at the same time, the@t&@man, is elected not later than 7
days after the completion of the procedure fordleetion of the CEC members according to
article 14 of this Code, based on the followinggaeaure:

a) The parliamentary group of the largest party ofggadiamentary majority submits to
the Assembly a list of no fewer than four candidaciNo candidacies proposed in
accordance with letter (a) of point 1 of articledf4his Code can be included in this list.

b) The parliamentary group of the largest party of pagiamentary opposition selects
two of the candidacies proposed in accordance lgitler (a) of this article. The selected
candidacies are submitted to the Assembly for a.vot

c) The candidate who obtains more than half of thevaif the Assembly deputies is
elected the CEC Chairman.

Article 16
The Deputy Chairman of the CEC

1. The CEC elects as its Deputy Chairman one ofGB€ members, who is elected
based on a proposal of the largest parliamentappsifon party, in accordance with letter
(a) of point 1 of article 14 of this Code.

2. The election is conducted by secret voting atiagrto the following procedure:

a) in accordance with point 1 of this article, themes of two CEC members are
written on the ballot paper;

b) each of the members votes by marking one ofndiraes written on the ballot
paper;

c) a member who receives 5 votes is elected the Bgjlity Chairman;

¢) if neither of the candidates receives the reglmumber of votes, a second round
of voting takes place. The member who receives motes in the second round is elected
the CEC Deputy Chairman. The voting is held onsidnme day.

3. The Deputy Chairman is elected until the entisfher mandate.

4. When the Chairman is absent, the meeting foetbéetion of the Deputy Chairman is
chaired by the eldest CEC member and the electiocepure is conducted in the presence
of a notary.

Article 17
Rights and duties of a CEC member

1. The salary and privileges of a CEC member ages#time as the salary and privileges of
a High Court judge. The salary of a CEC Chairmaril@s percent higher than a CEC
member’s salary.

2. A CEC member is to exercise his function in @eeependent manner. He is to vote in
compliance with the law.

3. A CEC member is not to participate in the exaton of and voting on an issue when:

a) he has a close relationship by marriage, orljareiations to the fourth degree,
with any of the candidates who have submitted aptaimt to the CEC; or

b) he has one of the impediments provided in &3 of the Code of Administrative
Procedures.

4. The withdrawal from examining and voting on ssuie is to be declared in writing by a
CEC member or may be requested by any represemtatielectoral subjects or by other
members of the CEC. The withdrawal from the exaftionaand voting on an issue or the
decision of the CEC to exclude a member from themeration and the result of the vote is
to be recorded in the official records.
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5. Upon the end of his duty, the CEC member rettoriss previous place of work, and if
this is not possible, to another place of work led same level in the organs of the public
administration.

Article 18
The early termination of the mandate of a CEC membe

1. The mandate of a CEC member and of the Chaienda before its expiry when:

a) he engages in political activity at the samesthma exercises the duties of a CEC
member;

b) he reaches the age of retirement;

c) he dies;

¢) he resigns from office;

d) he is found guilty by a final court decision tbe commitment of a crime;

dh) by acting or failing to act, he seriously pkscd risk the activity of the CEC
concerning the preparation, supervision, directad verification of all aspects that pertain
to elections and referenda, as well as to the deaa of their results;

e) is absent, without a reasonable cause, at tweecotive CEC meetings or, in an
election period, for more than 5 days.

2. The dismissal of a CEC member is made by a idecsf the Assembly upon the
proposal of the CEC for the reasons provided itredgt(a) (d) (dh) and (e) of point 1 of this
article. The CEC is required to start its procedarea dismissal proposal no later than 5 days
from having been informed of the cause. In othexesaof point 1 of this article, the CEC
member is released by a decision of the Assemtfiby, iihas been notified by the CEC.

Article 19
Replacement of CEC members

1. The new members of the CEC are to be electddtapnthan 30 days from the date of
the end of the mandate of the outgoing membersnélemembers assume their duty on the
day following the end of the mandate of the outgamembers or after taking the oath, in
case of the early termination of a mandate.

2. In case of the early termination of a mandata ofember of the CEC, the Assembly is
to appoint a replacement member within 30 days ftleendate the vacancy was announced
by the CEC in accordance with letters (b) (c) ag)dof point 1 of article 18 of this Code, or
from the moment of dismissal. The same politicddject that had proposed the candidate
whose mandate ended has the right to propose tididesies, if this subject fulfils the
criteria specified in point 1 of article 14 of thS8ode. Otherwise, the candidacies are
proposed by the political party that meets theegat of ranking and affiliation. In case the
Chairman is replaced, the same voting procedurerdityy to article 15 of this Code is
carried out.

3. If the mandate of a member of the CEC ends prewls during an electoral period, he
is to be replaced by the Assembly as soon as pess&ibt no later than 48 hours after the
creation of the vacancy.

4. The replacing member remains in office until #ra of the deadline of the legal
mandate enjoyed in accordance with the electiomathe outgoing member whose mandate
was prematurely terminated.

5. If the mandate of the CEC terminates in the @ taonths before the end of the
Assembly mandate, then not later than 9 monthsrédfe termination of its mandate, the
Assembly elects the new members of the CEC in decme with the procedures provided in
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articles 14 and 15 of this Code, maintaining attiatles the equal proportions of political
representation. The elected members take officéates than 24 hours after having taken
their oath.

Article 20
Competencies of the Chairman and Deputy ChairmaheoCEC

1. The CEC Chairman has the following competencies:

a)chairs the CEC meetings and represents the CEQsimrelations with other
institutions;

b) performs the duties of the administrative direabthe institution. In carrying out
the competencies according to this letter, the CH@irman issues internal orders only on
the basis of and for the implementation of CEC sleos.

2. The CEC Deputy Chairman performs the dutieshef €Chairman when the latter is
absent.

3. The Chairman exercises the competences under (@) of point 1 of this article
together with the Deputy Chairman. All acts issaedording to letter (b) of point 1 of this
article are also to be signed by the Deputy Chairnogherwise they are invalid. The cases
when the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman do notcese their functions for objective
reasons are exempt from this rule.

Article 21
Competencies of the CEC

The CEC performs the following duties:

1. Issues decisions and instructions with geneggll applicability throughout the entire
territory of the Republic of Albania, based on i and for the purpose of implementing it,
within its sphere of jurisdiction.

2. Makes decisions to unify electoral practices.

3. Directs and supervises collegially, through eaiclis members or structures, the pre-
electoral and electoral processes.

4. Approves the boundaries of Electoral AdministratZones in accordance with this
Code.

5. Proposes the allocation of the number of seatedch electoral zone for Assembly
elections.

6. Records the participation of electoral subjefctis elections to the Assembly in
accordance with the procedures of this Code.

7. Declares by decision the election result folheaectoral zone, the winning candidates
for Assembly elections and the winning candidatstfie members of councils for local
government organs.

8. Declares by decision the final result of eletsimmationwide, in accordance with this
Code.

9. Conducts training courses at its own expenselater than 30 days after the
appointment of members of CEAZs and, at the commtuand upon completion of testing,
issues them the respective certificate. For VCC bes) the CEC conducts at its own
expense qualification sessions on electoral letijpgsla The CEC takes measures and also
organises voter education programmes for citizens.

10. Conducts training on election administrationquically outside the electoral period
for all persons interested and distributes theaetsge certificates. Training may be general
and specialized for particular functions of electamministration.
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11. Appoints and dismisses, in accordance with @osle, members of the CEAZ and
supervises them in the fulfilment of their duties.

12. Publishes the election bulletin, which contathe results of elections for each
electoral zone and voting centre, the report ortetal expenses, and also publishes the
reports according to article 91 of this Code.

13. Presents to the Assembly, by the month of Felraf each year, an annual report on
the activity of the previous year.

14. Prepares, according to the respective lawatimeial draft budget for the functioning
of the institution and, after the approval by latvtloee budget, defines the structure of the
budget expenses.

15. Exercises control over electoral campaign fonamin accordance with this Code.

16. Prepares the draft budget for anticipated ielestand administers funds allocated
from the State Budget and from other lawful sourfceghe purpose of the elections, while
deciding on the structure of budget expenses andugadonations for the elections.

17. In accordance with the rules of this Code, emamand resolves claims of electoral
subjects on the conduct of the electoral process.

18. Drafts and distributes electoral complaint feynm accordance with the rules of this
Code.

19. Determines the amount of remuneration for memloé the CEAZs, VCCs and
members of the Counting Teams.

20. Imposes administrative sanctions against perseho commit administrative
infractions related to elections, as well as filsrgminal charges for criminal offences related
to the elections.

21. Approves the structure, personnel needs amadysstructure of the full-time and part-
time administration of the CEC.

22. Establishes permanent or temporary regionaiesfffor the purpose of implementing
the duties deriving from this Code and secondagislation issued for its implementation.

23. Maintains and updates the electoral administrategister, which includes training
and disciplinary measures taken against them.

24. Appoints, in accordance with the procedurethsf Code, the Secretary General of
the CEC.

25. Approves the Rules on the Organization and tiamaog of the CEC, including the
manner in which meetings are to be conducted.

26. Performs other duties deriving from this Codéa@m other laws.

Article 22
CEC meetings

1. CEC meetings are called by the Chairman or dgast two members of the CEC. In
any case, the notice of a meeting is not subjeet\ote and must include the agenda of the
meeting. Each request that comes from at leastG&G members is to be included on the
agenda.

2. During the period from the setting of the electdate until the declaration of the final
election result, the CEC meets regularly every dayereas during the remaining period of
the year, at least once a month. CEC meetings etidtiae setting of the agenda for the
following meeting.

3. The notice for the meeting together with thenaigeis to be posted publicly, at least 24
hours prior to the time set for the meeting, atéhttance of the main CEC office and at the
main offices of the CEAZs interested in the mafidre notice for the meeting is to be sent to
all parliamentary parties and also to be publishrethe website of the CEC.
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4. At the beginning of each meeting, each electub|ect registered to participate in the
elections or other interested persons have the rigbpeak only once and for a period of no
longer than 5 minutes about issues not includethemgenda for that day.

5. CEC meetings are valid when no fewer than 4sofmembers participate, except cases
when, in accordance with article 24 of this Codgqualified majority is required for making a
decision.

6. Each meeting of the CEC starts according tospeeifications made in point 4 of this
article. Only members of the CEC, representativieslectoral subjects according to article
26 of this Code as well as other persons conndotélde preparation and administration of
elections, have the right to discuss and give opmiat CEC meetings. At the beginning of
each meeting, the CEC determines by decision the td speak allocated to each interested
person.

7. Meetings of the CEC are at all times open tapihigic.

Article 23
CEC acts and their entry into force

1. Based on and for the implementation of the e ,CEC can issue only these acts:
a) decisions;
b) instructions.

2. CEC acts with a normative nature are applicabés the entire territory of the country
and are binding for all.

3. Every normative act of the CEC is voted on thim@es, in the following order:

a) it is voted on in principle;
b) it is voted on article by article or, as theeanay be, part by part;
) at the end, it is voted on in its entirety.

4. Normative acts of the CEC have a permanent @atund, as a rule, are applicable for
all elections. These acts are reviewed in casdatieis changed or for other reasons that
legitimate their change. Acts for the preparatidnelections, as a rule, are approved or
changed not later than 60 days from the electide. da

5. Normative acts of the CEC enter into force afteir publication in the Official
Journal, except for those cases when the circumesarequire their immediate entry into
force, while other acts enter into force immedwt®ormative acts which enter into force
immediately are announced not later than 24 honBublic Radio and Television as well as
on the official website of the CEC.

Article 24
CEC decision-making

1. Decisions related to:

a) the distribution of seats for each electoralezonaccordance with articles 162, 163
and point 3 of article 166 of this Code;

b) the acceptance of a complaint against a decfsiothe approval of an Aggregate
Table of the Elections Result of an electoral zaneaccordance with article 123 of this
Code, and decisions related to complaints agaif3EAZ decision on the election results
for local government;

c) requests for declaring the invalidation of al@mt$ in one or several voting centres,
in accordance with article 160 of this Code;

¢) the declaration invalidity of elections in ar&lbral zone or in the entire country,
and their repetition;
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d) acts of a normative nature that aim to regukdaes related to elections;

dh) a proposal for the dismissal of a CEC memberadcordance with point 2 of
article 18 of this Code;

e) the approval of the CEC organizational struct@® well as the Rules on the
Functioning of the CEC,;

€) allocation of seats for each electoral zone dooedance with article 76 of this
Code;

f) division of Electoral Administration Zones in aardance with article 27 of this
Code,

are considered to be approved when no fewer th&@EG members have voted in
their favour.
Other decisions are approved by a majority of vofeall CEC members.

2. CEC decisions are to be signed by all membexs pénticipated in the vote. Each of
the CEC members puts in writing alongside his sigieahow he has voted, as the case may
be, “in favour” or “against”. Members in the mintyrimust file their dissenting or
concurring opinion not later than 24 hours after tkecision has been made. The minority
opinion is to be attached to the respective degisio

3. Each CEC decision is transcribed in final formthim 24 hours after it has been
reached. No fewer than two original copies of tleeision, or, as the case may be, of the
CEC instruction, are to be retained in the CEC igechDecisions are to be published
immediately on the official website of the CEC.

4. During the electoral period, the Secretary Ganafrthe CEC, upon the request of any
electoral subject, is to provide certified copi€¢C&C decisions free of charge and within 24
hours of the request having been submitted. Outiideelectoral period, as well as upon
request of any other interested person, copies EX€ @cts are provided for payment in
accordance with the relevant legal acts in effect.

Article 25
The Secretary General and administration of the CEC

1. For the functioning and fulfilment of dutiessang out of this Code, the CEC has its
own administration composed of civil servants. Pphecedures for the recruitment, transfer,
promotion, parallel movement and dismissal fromydare carried out in compliance with the
provisions for independent institutions in Law 8®49, dated 11 November 1999, “On the
Status of the Civil Servant”.

2. The Secretary General of the CEC is the higtaedting civil servant in the
administration of the CEC and is appointed in adance with the law on the status of the
civil servant. In any case, the CEC is requiredntaninate one of the three successful
candidates of the test for the recruitment of teer&ary General.

3. The Secretary General of the CEC should fui## triteria defined in article 12 of this
Code and should have no fewer than 5 years of wagerience in the area of law or of
public administration.

4. The Secretary General of the CEC performs theviong duties:

a) takes measures for the organization of CEC mg®tiprepares materials for these
meetings and makes relevant notifications;

b) takes measures to publish CEC acts and to nhake available to the public;

c) takes measures, in compliance with this law thiedsecondary legislation issued by
the CEC, for providing working conditions for CEGmbers according to their requests;

¢) is responsible for, directs and organises thekviar the implementation of the CEC
decisions or of the orders of the CEC Chairmangmlicg to article 20 of this Code.
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d) follows the implementation of the budget ancetathe necessary measures for it;

dh) proposes for approval at the CEC the Rulesttier Internal Organisation and
Functioning of the CEC Administration; and

e) performs other tasks as provided in this Code.

Article 26
Electoral subjects representatives to the CEC

1. Any political party or coalition of political pies, through its highest-ranking leader,
may appoint by authorization one representativéhto CEC and one substitute for that
representative.

2. The representatives of the parliamentary patti@s have participated in elections
enjoy a permanent status at the CEC. They areleshtib participate in all meetings
organized by the CEC. Representatives of non-paeiary parties or of parties established
during the Assembly’s legislative session are lmatito participate only in CEC meetings
that are held during the electoral period.

3. Party representatives at the CEC have no raghbte. According to the rules provided
in this Code, as well as in other acts, they hhedallowing rights:

a) to speak and to participate in discussions & @Gleetings;

b) to submit requests and proposals to the CEC;

c) to obtain copies of CEC acts;

¢) to become acquainted with and obtain copiedeaftien documentation approved by
the CEC;

d) to become acquainted and obtain informationIbaspects of the electoral process,
provided there is no obstruction of the activitytted CEC or of other electoral structures.

4. All actions made by representatives of parliai@egnor non-parliamentary parties are
considered as if they were made by the respectiwvgep themselves, in their capacity as
electoral subjects.

5. Representatives are obliged to respect the BRegus of the CEC and the ethical
norms of meetings and communication. In case gtadh, measures as provided in the CEC
internal regulations will be taken.

CHAPTER Il

ELECTORAL ADMINISTRATION ZONES (EAZ) AND
COMMISSIONS OF ELECTORAL ADMINISTRATION ZONES (CEAZ )

Article 27
Electoral Administration Zones

1. Electoral Administration Zones (EAZ) are estsiiid and function in accordance with
this Code for every kind of election and referendum
2. The territorial jurisdiction of an EAZ, as a eulis the same as the administrative
district according to the law regulating the temidl organization of the Republic of Albania.
Districts that have more than 70 000 citizens Wit right to vote are divided by the CEC
into more than one Electoral Administration Zonedzhon the following criteria:
a) the inseparability of the territory of a commuamal municipality;
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b) the contiguity and compactness of the territamhjle avoiding the geographical
barriers;

) good possibilities for transport within the tery;

¢) approximate number of voters.

3. No Electoral Administration Zone may geograplycaxpand into two or more
regions or different districts within the same oagi

4. Municipalities that have more than 40 000 crizavith the right to vote constitute a
EAZ of their own if the total number of the citizewith the right to vote at the district level
is greater than 70 000. In municipalities that hangge than 100 000 citizens with the right to
vote, the CEC may establish two EAZs with the samuenber of voters while also
maintaining the contiguity and compactness of #witory of the polling units. For the
Municipality of Tirana, each of the boroughs cotgés an EAZ of its own.

5. Not later than 9 months before the end of theeA®ly mandate, EAZs are approved
by the CEC on the basis of the number of citizeitl the right to vote on the last date of the
electoral period for setting the election date,ocadmg to the information given by the
General Directorate of Civil Status. Not later tH&hmonths before the end of the Assembly
mandate, the General Directorate of Civil Statugxlsehe data to the CEC, divided by local
government units.

6. The CEC, not later than 5 months before thetieledate, may change the boundaries
of an EAZ in accordance with the requirements o #rticle only if there is a change in the
criteria for their establishment according to psift 3 and 4 of this article.

Article 28
Establishment of the Commissions of Electoral Admiistration Zones

1. The decision to establish a Commission of actgtal Administration Zone (CEAZ) is
to be taken by the CEC not later than 90 days befoe date of elections.

2. The political parties are to propose their refige candidacies for the CEAZ members
not later than 15 days before the time limit preddn point 1 of this article.

Article 29
Composition of the CEAZ

1. The CEAZ is composed of 7 members and a segretéio are appointed by the CEC
by the following procedure:

a) two members are proposed by the main party efpdrliamentary majority, two
members are proposed by the main party of thegmagintary opposition, one member is
proposed by the second party of the parliamentajprty and one member is proposed by
the second party of the parliamentary oppositidnpdlitical balance is not reached in
accordance with this letter, the respective graupampensated with the candidacies of the
main party until a political balance between thgamty and opposition has been reached;

b) in half of the CEAZs, the seventh member is pemgl by the largest party of the
parliamentary majority, while in the other halfghmember is proposed by the largest party of
the parliamentary opposition, according to objextviteria based on:

i) random selection;
i) equal distribution in the electoral territory;

c) the secretary of the CEAZ shall be a jurist ahdll be proposed by the party that
proposes the deputy chairman of the CEAZ.

¢) 30 percent of the members proposed respectbwethe largest party of the majority
and by the largest party of the opposition nati@eanust be from each gender.
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2. The chairman and deputy chairman of the CEAZagmointed by the CEC upon the
proposal of the CEAZ. In those CEAZs where the sgvenember belongs to the main party
of the parliamentary majority, one of the CEAZ memtbrepresenting the main party of the
parliamentary majority is elected chairman, whie the other half, one of the members of
the CEAZ representing the main party of the parfiatary opposition is elected chairman.
The deputy chairman is of the opposite politicéiliafion to that of the chairman.

3. CEAZ members do not work full-time. The CEC detimes the working hours of the
CEAZ during the election period and outside thet@a period. For the work performed, the
members receive remuneration in an amount provigesi CEC decision.

4. The ranking of the parties for the purpose tdcalting the seats on the CEAZ, in
accordance with the specifications of this artitcdedone based on the number of seats won
by the political party in the previous electionghe Assembly. In case of local elections, the
ranking is determined in accordance with the nundfevotes won nationwide for local
councils in the previous elections by the parliatagnparties.

If two or more parties have the same number ofssaadl it is impossible to decide the
party to be given an advantage, their ranking isrd@ned based on the number of votes won
nationwide. If two or more parties have the samelmer of votes, their ranking will be
determined by lot drawn by the CEC.

5. If the political parties of the parliamentary jordy and the parliamentary opposition
that have the right to submit their candidaciesG&AZs do not exercise this right within the
time limit provided in point 2 of article 28 of $hiCode, this right automatically will be
transferred to the next parties in rank accordimghe number of seats in the Assembly,
within the respective grouping. When this is notsgble, the proposals will be made
according to letter (a) of point 1 of this article.

6. In case of partial or early elections, the CE&¥0 be established not later than 10 days
after the date the President issues a decreegstigrelection date.

7. When the seat of a member of the CEAZ becomeantait is to be filled, in
compliance with the rules provided in this articdthin 15 days from the date the vacancy
was created. During the election period, vacaatssare to be filled within 3 days.

8. When the seat of a member or secretary of th&Zdtecomes vacant on Election Day,
the proposal to the CEC must be submitted no fddan 3 hours from the moment the
vacancy was created. If the subjects entitled apgse do not propose candidacies to the
CEC, this right is transferred to the political fges of the same grouping that are ranked after
them in the Assembly based on the number of seatsiw the Assembly in the previous
elections. If these parties also do not propose meesn the CEC on its own initiative hames
the members of the CEAZ until the number requiggddicision making has been reached.

Article 30
Incompatibilities with the office of a member and & a secretary of the CEAZ

A member and a secretary of a CEAZ may not be:
a) deputies or candidates for deputy to the Assgmbl
b) mayors of municipalities or communes;
c) military personnel, members of structures of @tate Police or of the State
Information Service; or
¢) members or secretaries of another election desiom.

Article 31
Requirements for being appointed a member and a sextary of a CEAZ
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Any person who meets the following requirements rhayappointed a member and a

secretary of the CEAZ:

a) he or she has the right to be a voter;

b) he or she has completed higher education antheircase of the secretary, has a
degree in law;

c) he or she has a residence within the respeekaatoral zone;

¢) he or she has not been convicted by a finalt@®cision of committing a crime.

d) no disciplinary measure has been taken againston her in previous electoral
processes.

Article 32
Dismissal and discharge from duty of members and & secretary of a CEAZ

1. A CEAZ member and a secretary are to be disahifgen duty by a CEC decision
when they:

a) violate the provisions of this Code or of sea@mwydegislation enacted pursuant to
this Code, concerning CEAZ duties;

b) are convicted by a final court decision of corttimg a crime;

c) are absent without a reasonable cause for nfmae three consecutive CEAZ
meetings, or are not present without cause for niwae two consecutive days during the
electoral period; or

¢) do not participate in the training or do notgtee tests organized by the CEC.

2. The members and the secretary of the CEAZ aehdiged from duty by a CEC
decision when:

a) they have a close relationship by marriage aonily relations to the fourth degree,
with any of the candidates running in that zone;

b) they have employment relations with any of thedidates included in the multi-
name list of a party or a coalition running in thahe;

c) they no longer meet the criteria of being a Kote

¢) they no longer have their residence in the elatizone;

d) the electoral subject that has proposed themnestg their substitution.

3. A member and the secretary of the CEAZ is disygtafrom duty by the CEC, upon its
own initiative or upon the proposal of the elect@abjects, only for the reasons provided in
this article. In any case, the request for disnhissaischarge from duty should also contain
the arguments and facts concerning the allegeatiool. In the case provided in letter (d) of
point 2 of this article, this rule is not applicat@nd the request is accepted in any case.

Article 33
Duties of the CEAZ
The CEAZ performs these duties:

a) it is responsible for the administration and dagt of elections in the EAZ, in
accordance with the provisions of this Code ands#wmndary legislation issued by the CEC;

b) it appoints the chairman, deputy chairman, membsecretaries of the VCCs and
members of the counting teams included in the gici®n of the EAZ, in accordance with
this Code;

C) it registers information or claims from electosabjects in the zone in the Meeting
Record Book, and as the case may be, verifies them;

¢) it posts in a visible place the final voterdisthe decree setting the election date and
other data related to the conduct of electionénzione;

d) it administers the budget allocated by the CEC,;
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dh) it ensures the timely distribution of voting tevéals;

e) it receives the voting materials and ballot sosebmitted by VCCs;

@) it prepares and approves the Aggregate TablthefElections Result for each
electoral subject in the EAZ and sends it togettidn other necessary materials to the CEC,
in accordance with article 122 of this Code.

f) it registers the electoral subjects and candglé&br the elections to local government
organs;

g) it declares the winning candidates for mayatheflocal unit;

Article 34
Duties of the CEAZ secretary

The secretary of the CEAZ performs these duties:

a) he or she is responsible for the technical amtnation and the working conditions
of the CEAZ;

b) he or she keeps a register of the requests, lagrtgpand notices submitted to the
CEAZ,

c) he or she retains the archived election docuatiemnt

¢) he or she prepares, in accordance with the rolaais instructions, materials for
CEAZ meeting and distributes them to the members;

d) he or she keeps the official records of CEAZ tings;

dh) he or she transcribes the decisions of the CaAZstamps them;

e) he or she registers the decisions of the CEAménofficial records and forwards
them immediately to the interested subjects;

€) he or shaives certified copies of CEAZ decisions or of thféicial records of its
meetings to the electoral subjects or to third essfree of charge and within 24 hours of
the submission of their request;

f) he or sheecords in a register the receipt of the electi@temals sent by the CEC in
accordance with article 99 of this Code and is oasfble for administering and retaining
them in conformity with the requirements of thisdep

g) upon a request from voters, he or she issuestification on whether a voter’'s name
is or is not found on the final voter lists of tespective Electoral Administration Zone;

gj) he or sherecords in the register the remarks that obsersetsmit to the
commission.

Article 35
Meetings and decisions of the CEAZ

1. The meetings of a CEAZ are public.

2. The meetings of a CEAZ are valid when the majoof all CEAZ members
participate. Decisions of a CEAZ are made by a nigjuote of all the CEAZ members. The
secretary does not have the right to vote.

3. The decisions of the CEAZ are to be signed bynambers who took part in the vote.
Beside his signature, each of the members of thergssion declares his vote “in favour” or
“against” and the respective reasoning.

4. The vote of members who have a conflict of eders provided by point 2 of article
32 of this Code, and who have not been dischangead dluty in compliance with that article,
is invalid and is not taken into account in deterimg a quorum.
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5. If the CEAZ fails to reach a decision within tlespective time limit, the case is to be
sent within 24 hours to the CEC for examinatiorthey CEAZ chairman, or by at least two of
its members, or it may be appealed to the CEC hgtarested electoral subject.

CHAPTER 1lI

THE VOTING CENTRE COMMISSION (VCC)

Article 36
Composition of the VCC

1. The VCC is composed of seven members and atapcrand is established in
accordance with the manner and the criteria pravigearticle 29 of this Code for all kinds
of elections, except for letter (¢) of point 1 ofiee 29 of this Code.

2. The members and the secretary of the VCC areiaenl only for the period of the
elections. Proposals for the members and the segref the VCC are to be submitted no
later than 45 days prior to the election date am@dase of partial or early elections, 20 days
before the election date. The CEAZ appoints the \"@&nbers no later than 5 days after the
submission of the proposals, when it finds that pineposal is in compliance with the
requirements of articles 37 and 38 of this Codearig case, their appointment is made not
later than 20 days prior to the election date.

3. In case of partial or early elections, the VGQa be established no later than 15 days
after the President issues his decree settingélctan date.

4. When the seat of a member or of the secretatlyeo¥V/CC becomes vacant, it is to be
filled within 3 days, but not later than 24 hourgpto the opening of the voting process. The
replacement of a member leaving on Election Dap ibe completed no later than 2 hours
from the notification of departure.

5. As a rule, the replacement of the members antleokecretary of the VCC is carried
out with persons who have been trained in electegalation.

Article 37
Incompatibilities with the office of a member and ¢ a secretary of the VCC

A member and a secretary of the VCC may not be:
a) deputies or candidates for deputy to the Assgmbl
b) candidates or elected persons in elected pmarnment organs;

¢) military personnel, members of the State Padicef the State Information Service
structures; or

¢) members or secretaries of another election desiom.

Article 38
Requirements for being appointed a member and a sextary of the VCC

1. Any person who meets the following requiremeras be appointed a member and a

secretary of a VCC.:
a) he or she has the right to be a voter;
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b) he or she has completed at least secondarygaoioic
c) he or she has a residence within the respeelaatoral zone;
¢) he or she has not been sentenced by a finat deuision for committing a crime;
and
d) no disciplinary measure has been taken agaimsinhprevious electoral processes.
2. The secretary of the VCC, as a rule, has comgbleigher education.

Article 39
Dismissal and discharge from duty of members and @& secretary of the VCC

1. A VCC member and a secretary are to be dismifeed duty by the CEAZ when
they:
a) violate the provisions of this Code or of se@ydegislation enacted pursuant to
this Code, concerning VCC duties;
b) are sentenced by a final court decision for cattimg a crime;
c) are absent for more than 2 consecutive daywith reasonable cause; or
¢) do not participate in the training or do notgtee tests organised by the CEC.
2. The members and the secretary of a VCC arevesli®f duty by a decision of the
CEAZ when:
a) they have a close relationship by marriageaoniliy relations to the second degree,
with any of the candidates running in that eledtnome for the local government organs;
b) they have employment relations with any of taedidates running in that zone;
c) the electoral subject that has proposed themnestg their replacement;
¢) they no longer meet the criteria of being a Kote

Article 40
Duties of the VCC

1. VCCs are set up and function for every kindlet&on.

2. Members of the VCC are responsible for the condtielections in the voting centre,
by performing the duties prescribed in this Codd aacondary legislation enacted on the
basis of and for the implementation of this Code.

Article 41
The duties of the secretary of the VCC

The secretary of the VCC performs these duties:

a) he or she is responsible for the technical amtnation and working conditions of
the VCC,;

b) he or she keeps a register of the requests, laortgpand notices submitted to the
VCC;

c) he or she retains the archived election docuatiemnt

¢) he or she prepares, in accordance with theroaais instructions, the materials for
the VCC meeting and distributes them to the members

d) he or she keeps the minutes of the VCC meetings;

dh) he or she transcribes the decisions of the ¥@Cstamps them;

e) he or she registers the decisions of the VCGhen Meeting Record Book and
forwards them immediately to interested subjects;
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€) he or she provides certified copies of VCC dens and of minutes of its meetings
to electoral subjects or to third persons, freel#rge and within 24 hours of the submission
of their request;

f) he or she records, in the register, receipt letteon materials from the CEAZ,
according to article 100 of this Code, and is resgae for administering and retaining them
in conformity with the requirements of this Code;

g) he or she records in the register the remadsaiiservers submit to the VCC;

gj) he or she is responsible for enclosing theteleamaterials in the Box of Voting
Materials and for sealing the box with seals webuwsity codes.

Article 42
Meetings and decisions of the VCC

1. The meetings of a VCC are public.

2. Decisions of a VCC are made by a majority vdtaloVCC members. The secretary
does not have the right to vote.

3. The decisions of the VCC are to be signed bynalinbers who took part in the vote.
Beside his signature, each of the members of thergssion declares his vote “in favour” or
“against” and the respective reasoning.

4. The VCC makes decisions on:

a) the opening of the voting;

b) the suspension of the voting;

c) the request of assistance from the State Pulicestore order at the voting centre;

¢) the removal of the police forces after order Ibesn restored at the voting centre;

d) the removal of certain persons from the premifabe voting centre, according to
article 110 of this Code;

dh) the determination of the number of persons e voted in the voting centre in
case of an objection in accordance with point ara€le 113 of this Code.

e) the closing of the polls.

5. If the VCC fails to reach a decision within tfespective time limit, the case is sent
immediately for examination to the CEAZ by the chan or by at least two members of the
VCC, or it may be appealed to the CEAZ by an irgtm@ subject. The decision of the CEAZ
is to be implemented by the VCC.

Article 43
The composition and responsibilities of special VCE

In accordance with this Code and the instructiditt® CEC, the CEAZ proposes that the

CEC establishes special VCCs in special institgtiohhese commissions have the same
composition and the same responsibilities as a VCC.
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PART Il

VOTERS AND THE COMPILATION OF VOTER LISTS

CHAPTER |

CONTENT, COMPILATION AND APPROVAL OF VOTER LISTS

Article 44
Conditions for being a voter
1. Every Albanian citizen who has reached the dg&8oon the election date and who
meets the conditions provided in this Code hagite to vote in elections for the Assembly
and for local government organs.
2. Citizens declared by final court decision tokldlee capacity to act are excluded from
the right to vote.

Article 45
Place where voters vote

Voters vote in the voting centre in the zone whtey are registered on the voter list,
unless otherwise specified in this Code.

Article 46
Registration of voters on voter lists

1. The voter list is compiled for each polling uoit the basis of the electronic data of the
National Civil Status Register.

2. The voter list contains all the voters who, lblase the electronic data of the National
Civil Status Register of citizens, have a residanate polling unit of the local government
unit or voters according to Chapter Il of this far

3. A voter is to be registered only on one votst: linclusion on the voter list as specified
in Chapter Il of this Part causes the removalhef Yoter from the voter list compiled based
on the National Civil Status Register.

Article 47
Content of the voter list

1. The voter list shall indicate the local goverminenit that has compiled and approved
the voter list, the name of the electoral zone type and date of the elections, as well as the
number of the voting centre.

2. The voter list shall indicate for each votere trdinal number on the voter list of the
respective voting centre, the name, the patronythie,surname, the date of birth and the
residence code. The list used by the VCC duringthig process also contains the personal
identification number of the voter.

3. The name, the patronymic, the surname, the déatéirth, the residence code,
citizenship and the personal identification numtanstitute the electoral components for the
purpose of this Code.

4. The voters on the voter list are to be placearder according to their surname.
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Article 48
The organ that compiles and approves the lists

1. Voter lists are extracted from the electronicabase of the National Civil Status
Register by the civil status office of the localvgmment unit, pursuant to the order of the
mayor of the respective local government unit. Tistethat is posted is signed by the mayor
and the responsible official of the civil statuficsd.

2. The civil status office, under the authoritytleé mayor of the local government unit, is
responsible for the compilation and accuracy of da¢a on lists that are based on the
information in the database of the National CividtBs Register. The mayor of the local
government unit signs the voter list in compliangéh the provisions of this Code and the
secondary legislation issued for its implementatlmn the Minister in charge of local
government.

3. Changes to the voter list are based on chamgései database of the National Civil
Status Register and are performed by the civilstaffices in accordance with the provision
of the law on the civil status and are made upan approval of the mayor of the local
government unit.

4. The database of the National Civil Status Regishust contain updated electoral
components for all citizens with the right to vote.

The electronic system of the National Civil StaResgister must perform an automatic
update of the electoral components any time thet@i@® components change in the database
of the National Civil Status Register, and also ramable their extraction from the database
at any time.

5. The Minister responsible for local governmentoisssue secondary legislation for the
administration and update of electoral componaentke National Civil Status Register.

CHAPTER Il

THE PROCESS OF COMPILING VOTER LISTS

Article 49
The compilation of preliminary voter lists
1. The preliminary voter list is complied as follew

a) No later than 15 days form the decree of thetiele date, the civil status offices,
under the authority of the mayor of the local goweent unit and in accordance with the
instructions of the Minister in charge of local govment, compile the preliminary voter list
for each polling unit by extracting from the electic database of the National Civil Status
Register of the respective unit all citizens whd turn 18 by the date the elections are held;

b) Within 30 days from issuing and submitting thater lists in accordance with letter
(a) of this point, the mayor of the local governmaenit divides or merges the list if the
conditions provided in article 62 of this Code é&xiEhe mayor of the local government unit
specifies the exact location, the full addresshef ¥oting centres, prepares the map of the
local government unit on which the polling unit Ipdaries are also marked and makes it
public in places having free access that are withélocal government unit. The mayor of
the respective local government unit keeps unclhatige location, the existing address and
the polling unit boundaries, except in the casevipiead in point 2 of article 62 of this Code.
He may not change the location of the voting cedlmeng the last 10 days before the
election date, except in casedafce majeure
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c) Within 5 days from the end of the timeline piedl for in letter (b) of this article, the
mayor of the local government unit issues the prielary voter list. The lists are posted at
the premises of the respective unit and at eacimyaentre, placing them in public areas
where citizens have free access.

2. The CEC creates and updates the map of votimyecdocations based on the
information obtained from the mayors of the localgrnment units pursuant to letter (b) of
point 1 of this article. One copy of the map isegivto each electoral subject in exchange for
a fee that covers the cost of reproduction.

Avrticle 50
Written notification of voters

1. Within 30 days from the posting of the prelimiyna&oter lists, the mayor of the local
government unit notifies in writing every voter inded on the preliminary lists of the
respective local government unit voting centres.

2. The written notification contains the voting tren its location and address, as well as
the voter’s ordinal number on the voter list of ading centre.

3. The mayor of the local government unit assidpesresponsibility for carrying out the
notification to the neighbourhood administratorstorthe heads of the villages that are
located in the respective local government unit, avtten necessary, also to other officials of
the local government unit administration.

4. The persons assigned to notify voters are tovatethe notification to the voter in
person or, in the absence of the voter, to an adethber of his family who is present at the
voter's home, and who signs to certify that hereagived the notification.

Article 51
Causes for changes in the preliminary lists

1. Changes in the data of the preliminary listsraegle by changing, adding or deleting
one or more electoral components in case a voter:
a) dies;
b) has lost the right to vote by a court decision;
c) is registered on more than one list;
¢) has transferred his/her civil status;
d) proves that his electoral components in thenl@tare not accurate;
dh) is registered in the wrong voting centre;
e) is not on the preliminary list of any voting ten
€) does not meet the age criteria to be a votéhexecreed election date; or
f) is not an Albanian citizen.
2. The preliminary voter list is also to be chanf@dcauses and procedures provided in
article 53 of this Code.

Article 52
The procedure for the revision of and changes to thpreliminary lists

1. With the exception of requests for changes ¢éopireliminary voter list in compliance
with article 53 of this Code, requests for chantgeshe preliminary voter list may not be
submitted later than 60 days prior to the datdexftmns.

2. A request for changes to the preliminary vasdri$ to be made by the voter himself or,
in his absence, by a member of his family stockepkfor cases provided by letters (a) and
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(b) of point 1 of article 51 of this Code, in whichse the request may be submitted by any
third person. In the case of letters (c) and (fpoint 1 of article 51 of this Code, the change
to the preliminary voter list may also be made Iy tayor of the local government unit on
his own initiative, on the basis of the informatimcteived from the General Directorate of
Civil Status.

3. The request for changes to the preliminaryi$isthade through a special application
form which is submitted to the civil status offi€@ne copy of the application form is kept by
the person making a request after a notation omlale its acceptance is made and after it is
signed by the official who has accepted the apftina The civil status office submits one
copy to the mayor of the local government unit. @pplication form contains:

a) the full name and address of the applicant;
b) the reason for requesting the changes to the list;
C) the documents that prove the cause for which ltla@ge is being requested.

4. Upon submission of the request, the civil stabffice carries out the respective
verifications and, not later than 5 days from thkbmission of the application form, proposes
to the mayor of the local government unit whetlwecltange the data or not. The mayor takes
a decision on the request not later than 24 howm freceiving the civil status office
proposal. The decision is to be drafted in no fethan three copies, of which one is to be
sent no later than 3 days from the date the dectisidaken to the person who made the
request, one is to be sent to the General Dirget@i@Civil Status at the Ministry in charge
of local government at the end of the revisionquériand the third copy is to be kept by the
decision-making organ.

5. The person who made the request can file anahpginst the decision of the mayor
of the municipality, commune or borough, or in cése mayor does not take a decision, at
the district court covering that local governmenttwo later than 5 days after receiving a
notification of the decision or after the expirytbé time limit for making a decision.

6. The Court is to examine the case and reach @idecwithin 5 days from the
submission of the claim. If the plaintiff or hisgle representative is not present during the
court proceedings, the court closes the case.elfdéfendant does not appear before court,
then the case proceentsabsentia The court must notify the absent party of theiglen in
conformity with the respective provisions of thed@oof Civil Procedure within 24 hours
from date the decision is announced. The mayohefréspective local government unit is
obliged to enforce the decision of the districttauthin 5 days of receiving the notification,
without any need for the plaintiff to request tlssuance of an enforcement order. In any
case, the court must make available to the patsSagasoned written decision on the same
day the decision is announced.

Article 53
Changes to the preliminary list on the request offte
General Directorate of Civil Status

Changes to the preliminary list according to agtiBl2 of this Code are made on the
request of the General Directorate of Civil Statdren:
a) voters are included on the voter lists of sglaostitutions and, in compliance with
article 59 of this Code, their deletion from thderdist of their residence has been requested,;
b) voters are included on the voter lists of beksaof the armed forces and public
order forces and, in compliance with article 6alo$ Code, their deletion from the voter list
of their residence has been requested;
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c) voters are included on the voter lists in mtbign one voting centre. In such a case,
the voter remains only on the voter list of theimptcentre where his or her current residence
is.

Article 54
Preparation and posting of the final voter list

1. The civil status office, under the authoritytb& mayor of the local government unit,
compiles the final voter list for each polling ubig extracting from the electronic data of the
National Civil Status Register of the respectivé afl citizens who will reach the age of 18
by the last day for holding elections. The listeefs the changes of the electoral components
based on administrative and court decisions fongéa to the preliminary list in accordance
with the procedures in article 52 of this Code.

2. The final voter list, with its full components compliance with article 47 of this Code,
is to be sent printed, no later than 30 days bedteetion day, to the CEAZ in three formats
as follows:

a) a voter list divided according to voting centnegich is to be posted at each voting
centre in a public place with free access no lditan 25 days prior to election date. No later
than 30 days after the completion of the votingcpss, the General Directorate of Civil
Status is to send a printed copy of all the vasgs ko the State Central Archive for storage;

b) a voter list divided according to voting centregich is to be delivered to the
respective VCC together with other voting materfaten the CEAZ, to be used by the latter
on election date. This format also contains a placéhe voter’s signature;

c) a voter list on the level of the electoral zasrelocal government unit, listed in
alphabetical order according to the voter's surnahimés format is to be retained by the
CEAZ and to be used for informing the voters.

3. If the competences provided in this article moé exercised by the mayor of the local
government unit, obligations deriving from thisied are to be fulfilled immediately by the
General Directorate of the Civil Status.

Article 55
Changes to the list after the posting of the findist

1. When a voter discovers that he has not beestezgd on the final voter list of the
polling unit of his residence, he has the righstdomit a request to the respective district
court until 24 hours before the election date.

2. If the voter changes his residence after thémppsf the final voter list, the voter is to
vote in the voting centre where his name appeath®noter list.

3. District courts review and decide on requesteiing to point 1 of this article on the
last day before the elections as well as on eleasy, but not later than 6 hours before the
closing of the voting process. The decision apprgthe request includes the permission of
the requester to vote in the respective electienwell as the number of the voting centre
where the voter who presented the request is afldoeote.

4. The name of the voter who comes to vote witlo@tcdecision is to be written by the
VCC in a special register, to which the court diecids to be attached. The number of the
identification document used for voting shall disoregistered in this register.

Article 56
The list for partial or early elections
1. In case of partial or early elections, the cstatus offices under the authority of the
mayor of the local government unit and in co-operatvith the General Directorate of Civil
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Status, compile the voter lists no later than fiags from the issuance of the decree setting
the election date.

2. In prisons and pre-trial detention centres,dizks of the armed forces and public order
forces, voter lists are compiled and sent to thgarsof the respective local government
units through the General Directorate of Civil 8&atvithin 10 days of the issuance of the
decree setting the election date.

3. The civil status offices are to complete theatpa of the voter list within 10 days of
receiving them. Within 24 hours after the conclasid the updating, the mayors of the local
government units approve and make public the fiotér lists in accordance with article 48
of this Code.

4. Changes to the final voter list are to be madsonformity with article 55 of this Code.

Article 57
Making voter lists available to electoral subject@and the public

1. Voter lists are to be made available by the maydhe respective local government
unit or by the General Directorate of Civil Stataselectoral subjects upon their request and
free of charge.

2. The electoral subjects registered with the Cigdn their request and free of charge,
may receive one electronic copy of voter lists aratiide from the General Directorate of
Civil Status.

3. Voter lists are to be made available to the albslectoral subjects no later than 3 days
after the date of the submission of the request.

4. In case the electoral subjects request more dhancopy of the voter lists, they are
made available against the payment of a fee. ldase, the payment for the voter list may
cover only the administrative expenses necessaiyéwr reproduction.

5. The preliminary and final voter lists are to pested electronically on the official
website of the CEC and the Ministry covering logalvernment. The electronic format
should make it possible for any interested persamst the internet to search the voter list by
multiple components. The CEC and the Ministry cowgfocal government are charged with
issuing the respective instructions.

CHAPTER 1lI

SPECIAL VOTERS

Article 58
Special voters

1. VCC members and secretaries vote at the votemfre where they have been
appointed commission members, whether or not tieine appears on the voter list of that
voting centre.

2. CEAZ members and secretaries vote at the neavgsy centre assigned by a decision
of the CEAZ, whether or not their name appearshenvoter list of that voting centre.

3. When the names of the persons mentioned in gdinand 2 of this article do not
appear on the list, their names are registeretld@rspecial register that is kept in accordance
with point 4 of article 55 of this Code.
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Article 59
Special institutions

1. Special institutions comprise a separate pollumit. The voting centre in these
institutions is to be established even when theyshdl5 to 100 voters.

2. In prisons and places of pre-trial detention gie@ctions to the Assembly, 40 days prior
to the voting date, the director of the institutiorepares the voter list and delivers it to the
mayor of the local government unit in whose teryitthe special institution is located.

3. In prisons and places of pre-trial detentiom,diections for local government units, 40
days prior to the election date, the director @ thstitution prepares a list of voters with
residence in the electoral unit where the instituiis located and delivers it to the mayor of
the respective local government unit.

4. The mayor of the local government unit, withiddys of receiving the list according to
point 2 or 3 of this article, includes on the volist of his unit the names of the voters in
prisons and places of pre-trial detention and seéhnels to the General Directorate of Civil
Status, which within 5 days of receiving them,asnpbtify the respective local government
units of the residence of these voters to dele&dr thames from the voter list of their
residence.

5. In hospitals and other healthcare institutidreg aiccept patients for more than 10 days,
the procedures provided in points 2 and 3 of thicla are completed 30 days prior to the
election date.

Article 60
Voters in the Armed Forces and in the State PolicEorces

1. No later than 60 days prior to the date of &estfor the Assembly, the Minister of
Defence and other competent central institutiohshe request of the Minister in charge of
the local government, order the commanding officdréhe respective bases to prepare a list
of voters who will be located at those bases ontiele day. The base commanders should
specify the presence of the voters in the respetiases, as well as the local government unit
where the voters have their residence. The lidbibe sent no later than 15 days after
receiving the order to the local government unieveithe base is located.

2. The mayor of the local government unit includlesse voters on the final list of the
voting centre in the territory of which the basdadsated. The order of their appearance on
the list will be made according to the generalsute the compilation of the voter list.

3. Within 5 days of receiving the list from the amender of the respective base, the
mayor of the local government unit is to send ayaaithe list to General Directorate of Civil
Status, which, no later than five days after rdogjthe list, requests that the respective local
government units of the residence of these votmsve them from the voter list of their
residence, in compliance with the procedures and timit established by the CEC.

4. For the municipality of Tirana, the rights andids specified in article 59 of this Code
and in this article, are to be exercised by thearagf the boroughs.

Article 61
Voter list in re-elections

In case of repetitions of elections, according rtacle 161 of this Code, the final voter
lists shall not change.
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CHAPTER IV
POLLING UNIT

Article 62
Establishment of polling units

1. A polling unit should be part of a compact amshtiguous geographic territory and
the number of voters in each voting centre mustheolower than 150 and larger than 1000
voters, with the exception of cases provided impaiof article 59 of this Code.

2. No later than the time limit established intdet(b) of point 1 of article 49, of this
Code:

a) if a polling unit has more than 1 000 voterg, mayor of the local government unit
decides to establish an additional voting centrthiwithe same unit. The mayor of the
respective unit, in accordance with the instruci@sued by the Minister in charge of local
government, divides the voter list into two partéghwan approximately equal number of
voters, where the members of one family are todsegaed to the same voting centre. In this
case, the new voting centre is to be establishéénvwpossible, in the same building as the
existing voting centre and is numbered accordinpéounique national system of numbering
the voting centres;

b) if a polling unit has fewer than 150 voters, thayor of the local government unit
decides that it is to be attached to the neardBhganit accessible by road. As a rule, the
new voting centre should not be farther than 5 lwrayafrom the voters’ residence.

If it is not possible to meet both of the abovederra, then the criterion of the minimal
number of voters prevails. The number of the suggae voting centre is suspended, and this
suspension does not affect the existing numbeffitigeoother voting centres.

3. The existing boundaries of the polling unitoaghall be retained for the succeeding
elections, except when a change is necessaryemsiti of a failure to meet the requirements
provided by point 2 of this article. The CEC, upgpecial instruction, numbers the polling
units in a unigue manner nationwide.

4. The location of the voting centre is to be leisthed at the same address as in
previous elections, except when, for objective oeasthis is not possible.

5. For the Municipality of Tirana, the responsibiles specified in this article are
exercised by the Tirana borough mayors.

PART IV

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORAL SUBJECTS

Article 63
Electoral subjects and candidates
1. An electoral subject is a political party or @alition of political parties that submit
multi-name lists of candidates according to thesydrovided in this Code.
2. An electoral subject can also be an Albaniaizesit with the right to vote who is
proposed as a candidate for deputy or for localeguwent organs by a group of voters
according to the rules of this Code.
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3. A candidate is a citizen who fulfils the crieeprovided in article 45 and article 69 of
the Constitution and who is registered as a cataliflar deputy with the CEC, or as a
candidate for mayor of a commune or municipalityasriocal councils with the CEAZ.

Article 64
Registration of political parties as electoral sulgcts
1. Each political party should submit a requestegister as an electoral subject to the
CEC no later than 60 days before the election day.
2. To register as an electoral subject for anyd kifi elections, a political party must
submit to the CEC:
a) a verification that the party has been regist@righ the District Court of Tirana,
b) the name, surname and address of the chairmaheoparty, who is the person
authorized to present candidates;
c) the official name, initials and address of thety
¢) a copy of the party’s stamp;
d) the name, surname and address of the financewdf the party; and
dh) the name, surname and address of the persponsasle for communication with
the CEC.

Article 65
Registration of electoral coalitions
1. Not later than 45 days before the election,date or more political parties registered
as electoral subjects with the CEC according tizlar64 of this Code may register with the
CEC as an electoral coalition nationwide.
2. A political party that participates in a coalit cannot participate in another coalition,
nor can it submit a multi-name list of candidatassale the coalition of which it is a part.

Article 66
Identification of electoral subjects

If two political parties or coalitions have namedagos that are the same, or similar to an
extent that may create confusion or mislead thergpthen the CEC decides which party or
coalition has the right to use the respective namiego for electoral purposes, taking into
consideration the date of the legal foundation artips or that of the first registration of a
coalition with the CEC. In order to establish tlaelof the first registration of coalitions, the
CEC also shall refer to past elections.

Article 67
The list of candidates of parties and of party codions

1. A political party that is registered with the Cl&s an electoral subject for the elections
to the Assembly is to submit to the CEC its muéirre list of candidates for each electoral
zone no later than 40 days before the election #ateelections of local government organs,
the candidates for mayor of a municipality or comeuas well as lists of candidates for
local councils, are to be registered with the CBAZt covers the local government unit. A
copy of the list is to be submitted by the CEA4te CEC.

2. No later than 40 days before the election dat@olitical party participating in a
coalition is to submit to the CEC its multi-namst Ibf candidates. For elections of local
government organs, the list of candidates is regst with the CEAZ. A copy of the list is
submitted by the CEAZ to the CEC.

3. A candidate for deputy registered on a multi-ealst in one electoral zone or a
candidate for municipal or communal council canbet registered as such for another
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electoral zone, either as a candidate of anothety pa coalition or as a candidate proposed
by a group of voters. The chairmen of politicaltfer that are running either on their own or
as part of a coalition are exempt from this ruke,tl@ey may run in one or more electoral
zones for elections to the Assembly.

4. Names on the party list appear listed in nunaéocder, starting with number one. The
number of the candidates on the multi-name list pblitical party registered as an electoral
subject on its own or part of a coalition should be less than the number of seats assigned
to the respective electoral zone. For parties caimgoa coalition, the number of candidates
per party should not be less than half of the nundfeseats assigned to the respective
electoral zone. The same rule applies to the malitie lists for municipal or communal
councils.

5. For each electoral zone, at least thirty peroéihe multi-name list and/or one of the
first three names on the multi-name list must lmenfreach gender. For elections of local
government organs, one in every three names dsthreust belong to each gender.

6. Failure to comply with any of the conditions yided in this article related to the
composition of a multi-name list for elections k& tAssembly brings as a result the rejection
of the list by the CEC. Failure to comply with tbendition provided in point 5 of this article
for the elections of local government organs isatiead in accordance with article 175 of
this Code.

Article 68
Supporting lists of political parties and coalitiors
Lists of candidates for the Assembly submitted bittigal parties that do not have any
seats in the Assembly must be supported by no felar 10 000 voters. In case of an
electoral coalition, the lists must be supportechbyfewer than 15 000 voters. A coalition in
which the participating parties together hold a bamof seats in the Assembly that is not
smaller than the number of parties participatinthencoalition are exempt from this rule.

Article 69
Candidates proposed by voters for elections to th&ssembly

1. No later than 40 days from the election datgraup of voters in one electoral zone
have the right to propose for that electoral zomaradidate who meets the criteria provided
in article 45 and 69 of the Constitution and thpsevided in this Code.

2. A candidate proposed by a group of voters cabagart of any party or coalition that
is running in the elections, nor can he openly rairectly support any other subject or
candidate running in the elections.

3. For the submission of a candidate by the vpgersnitiating committee is established,
which is composed of no fewer than 9 voters from tbspective electoral zone, who are
charged with organizing the work of gathering thpmorting signatures for the candidate in
accordance with this Code. No later than 60 daysrbethe election date, the initiating
committee is to register with the CEC by submittihg names of the committee’s members.
The committee can register a candidate for depuaty o it has gathered support from a
number of voters that corresponds to no less tBaroflthe voter list of that electoral zone,
according to the procedures provided in this Code.

Article 70
Candidates proposed by voters for elections to lotgovernment organs
1. A group of voters with the residence in an teled zone have the right to propose a
candidate for mayor of a municipality or communé/an a candidate for local council not
later than 40 days before the election date.
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2. A candidate proposed by a group of voters cab@@art of any party or coalition that
is running in that electoral zone, nor can he gpenlindirectly support any other subject or
candidate running in that electoral zone.

3. For the submission of a candidate by the votersnitiating committee is established,
which is composed of no fewer than 9 voters from tbspective electoral zone, who are
charged with organizing the work of gathering tbporting signatures for the candidate. No
later than 60 days before the election date, titating committee is to register with the
CEAZ by submitting the names of the committee’s bers. The committee can register a
candidate for mayor of a municipality or communeéyah it has gathered support from a
number of voters that corresponds to no less tBaroflthe voter list of that electoral zone,
according to the procedures provided in this Code.

4. Candidates of political parties for mayors adbeal government unit or multi-name
lists of parties for local councils are exempt frtme obligation provided in point 3 of this
article if at least one member of the respectiveyplaas a seat in the Assembly or on the
council for which the political party is running the elections. For purposes of this Code, a
political party submits a written certification sigd by the institution of the Assembly or by
the local government unit certifying the holdingtoé seat.

5. Candidates proposed by voters are exempt frenoltfigation provided in point 3 of
this article if they are mayors of a municipalityammmune.

6. Political parties are exempt from the obligatmovided in point 3 of this article if at
least one member of the respective party has aisdhe Assembly or on the council for
which the political party is running in the elect® For purposes of this Code, the political
party submits a written certification signed by thstitution of the Assembly or by the local
government unit certifying the holding of the seat.

Article 71
The procedure for collecting signatures

1. Voters individually deposit their signaturessimpport of a candidate proposed by a
group of voters or for the parties and coalitiongvded in article 68 and 69 of this Code
with the CEC or before a notary. For electionsdcal government organs, signatures are
deposited before a CEAZ employee or a notary.

2. A signature is to be accompanied by completiervdata including the name and
surname, permanent residence and identificatiorurdeat number. The voter should be
registered in the respective electoral zone andaasupport more than one candidate, party
or coalition.

3. No later than 90 days before Election Day,GE& approves and makes available the
form for depositing individual signatures.

Article 72
Candidacy documents
1. Candidacy documents should be in compliancé Wie requirements of this Code
and in the format specified in CEC instructions.
2. Candidacy documents should contain the follgwiriormation:
a) a full list of candidates with the respectivakiag, signed by the chairman of the
party, or the proposal from the initiating comngtiaf a group of voters;
b) the name, patronymic, surname, date of birthdge and address of the candidate,
as well as a copy of his or her identification doeunt;
c) a declaration from the candidate that he hasighe and the will to be a candidate;
¢) a declaration from the candidate proposed bywamof voters that he/she will not be
supported or support any electoral subject dutegelections;
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d) a list signed by the voters of the respectiveezavho support the candidate or party
in accordance with articles 69, 70 and 71 of thosl€
3. For elections to local government organs, trgpiirement in letter (a) of point 2 of
this article can also be signed by a person autédty the party chairman.

Article 73
Verification of documentation

1. The CEC or, as the case may be, the CEAZ,ieerthe regularity of candidacy
documentation and if it notices irregularities aildre to comply with requirements of the
Electoral Code, returns them to the electoral suibjéor correction not later than 35 days
before the elections.

2. The corrected documentation is to be submittetdlater than 32 days before the
election date. The decision for the approval oeaepn of the final documentation is taken
within 48 hours from their submission.

3. The CEC publishes the full list of candidateshie three newspapers with the largest
national circulation, in the electronic media, amdits official website. A copy of the list for
each electoral zone is to be sent to the PrefegioRal Council and CEAZs, which publish
it in the local media and post it in public areastheir zone, in accordance with the
instructions received from the CEC.

4. Names on the multi-name lists and their ordeinot be changed after their final
approval by the CEC or, as the case may be, bCHEA&Z, in accordance with point 2 of this
article.

5. No later than 24 hours from the final apprasathe list, the CEAZ submits one copy
of the list for the councils of municipalities aodmmunes to the CEC.

6. No later than 90 days from the election dates CEC determines by special
instruction the rules for the verification of thanciidacy documentation and the time limits
for the implementation of point 3 of this article.

PART V

ELECTORAL ZONE AND NUMBER OF SEATS FOR EACH ZONE

Article 74
The electoral zone for the Assembly

1. The electoral zone corresponds to the terribbityre region and serves as an electoral
unit for the election of a specified number of seiat accordance with the rules set in this
Code.

2. Administrative boundaries of the regions areidied by the law on the administrative
and territorial division of the Republic of Albania

Article 75
Criteria and procedure for determining the number o seats
1. The number of seats for each electoral zonetesrishined in proportion to the number
of citizens in each electoral zone. Each seat sepits an approximately equal number of
citizens.
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2. The total number of citizens according to théiddeal Civil Status Register is divided
by the number 140 of the Assembly seats, thus m@terg the average number of citizens
for each assembly seat.

3. The number of seats for each electoral zoneterohined by dividing the number of
citizens with a residence in the electoral zondHhgyaverage number obtained according to
point 2 of this article.

4. Each electoral zone is initially allocated a temof seats equal to the full number
obtained through the division in accordance witmp8 of this article.

5. If, upon the conclusion of the calculation madeaccordance with point 4 of this
article, one or more seats remain unallocatedgetBeats are allocated to the zones based on
the largest decimal remainder obtained from thasmim under point 3 of this article.
Allocation of the remaining seats is carried outdascending order, starting from the zone
with the largest decimal remainder.

6. If even after the application of point 5 of tlaidicle the decimal remainder of two or
more zones is the same, the last seat is allotatde zone that, according to the calculations
of point 3 of this article, has the largest remagnhumber of citizens who have not produced
a full seat.

7. If, even after the application of point 6 oistlarticle, two or more zones have the same
number of citizens who have not produced a fult,stb® seats are allocated by a lot drawn
by the CEC. The drawing of the lot is always madblis and is carried out in the presence
of the subjects who have permanent representabvibe CEC.

Article 76
The procedure and the period for the allocation oseats

1. As a rule, 4 months before the starting datin@felectoral period that precedes the end
of the Assembly’s mandate, the General Directov&teivil Status on the request of the CEC
sends the total number of citizens as well as tihmber of citizens for each region, based on
the National Civil Status Register.

2. No later than 15 days from receiving the ddta, CEC makes the calculations for the
allocation of seats for each electoral zone, adogrtb the criteria and procedures provided
in article 75 of this Code and sends them immeljiaie the Assembly. The Assembly,
through an accelerated procedure, approves theatibo of seats.

3. In any case, the number of seats for each efd@one is to be approved not later than
6 months before the end of the Assembly's mand#ie.number of seats for each electoral
zone is not revised in case of early elections.

PART VI

THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN AND THE MEDIA

Article 77
The period of the campaign and of electoral silence

1. The electoral campaign begins 30 days befageetbction date and ends 24 hours
before the election date.

2. The day prior to the election date and theteledate until the hour of the closing of
the polls constitute the period of electoral sieenburing the period of electoral silence no
electoral campaign by the electoral subjects thnangdia outlets, as well as rallies or other
electoral activities, is allowed.
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Article 78
The rights and obligations of electoral subjects dung the campaign

1. During the election campaign, every electordljestt has the right to make electoral
propaganda in any lawful manner.

2. The results of electoral opinion polls may netrbade public during the last 5 days
before election date and on election date untilgdoking time.

3. The publication of electoral opinion poll resuthust also include the name of the
pollster, his/her sponsor, the number of persotesviewed, the margin of error and the time
period during which the poll was taken.

4. The conduct of electoral campaigns in publi¢ifasons is prohibited.

Article 79
Propaganda materials
1. The mayor of the local government unit desigsiabe a fair and impartial manner,
public places for posting propaganda materials.
2. The CEC approves by special instruction thegatfor the selection of these places.
3. Any posting of propaganda materials outsideathitorized public places brings about
their removal by the law enforcement authoritiederthe local government unit.

Article 80
The electoral campaign on Public Radio and Televish

1. During the electoral campaign, Public Radio detevision provides free airtime to
registered political parties and to the CEC, whighallocated according to the following
rules:

a) a total of two hours are set aside for the CE€m@ling to the time slots it requests.
At least two-thirds of this time is to be betwed@{“iand 25°

b) for parliamentary parties that received moranti20 percent of the seats in
parliament in the last parliamentary elections, @&C allocates airtime of not less than 30
minutes on Public Television and the same amounPohlic Radio, whereas for other
parliamentary parties, this time is to be not kessm 15 minutes. The increase of broadcasting
time for one party or within the respective coalitiproportionally increases the time allotted
to another party or coalition.

c) each party not represented in the Assemblyh#gicipates is allocated 10 minutes
of airtime on Public Television and 10 minutes iofime on Public Radio.

¢) the respective electoral subject must be gldddntified on any television or radio
programme or advertisement for purposes of elelgiopaganda.

2. Public Radio and Television covers the electorampaign through news or
informative programming in compliance with the piples of impartiality, completeness,
truthfulness and pluralism of information set fomhthe legislation that regulates the field of
electronic media. The free airtime allocated tatpall parties in accordance with point 1 of
this article may not be allocated as part of nemisformation programming.

3. Public Radio and Television broadcasts freetipali advertising by calculating the
broadcasting time within the airtime in accordantt® point 1 of this article.
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Article 81
News broadcasts of Public Radio and Television

1. During the political airtime of news broadcad®siblic Radio and Television must
apply an equal time ratio for all parliamentary tigar that in the previous parliamentary
elections obtained up to 20 percent of the seatienAssembly. The parties that obtained
more than 20 percent of the seats in the Assemmalyeatitled to airtime that is allocated
equally among them. Each of these parties is edtdbuble the amount of airtime of a party
that has obtained up to 20 percent of the sedteidssembly.

2. In case of violation of the ratio of coveragefawour of one party or coalition, the
Central Election Commission orders the reductiorifeysame measure of the airtime at the
disposal of that political party or coalition, dret compensation of other political parties or
coalitions with additional airtime within 48 hours.

3. The time for covering government activities tagg related to the electoral campaign is
included in the time of the party to which the heathe institution that organizes the activity
belongs.

4. For coverage of the activities of the non-pamkatary parties, Public Radio and
Television applies professional criteria for newsgder the condition that the airtime at their
disposal be no greater than the time applied #®p#rliamentary parties.

5. Propaganda, political comments or political s&Enby journalists of Public Radio and
Television are prohibited during the news prograsime

6. In case of violation of the requirements spedifby this article, the CEC according to
the case and the level of responsibility, finesréporter who has prepared the report ALL 20
000, the responsible editor ALL 30 000, the NewseBtor ALL 35 000 and the Director
General ALL 60 000.

7. This CEC decision constitutes an executive tithel is implemented by the Finance
Directorate of the Public Radio and Television. Appeal against the decision does not
suspend its execution.

Article 82
Free airtime for the CEC
In addition to the time provided under letter (&)point 1 of article 80 of this Code, the
CEC is to be provided with a total of 90 minutedret time for voter information by Public
Radio and Television each year. This airtime ibdaletermined in accordance with letter (a)
of point 1 of this Code.

Article 83
Broadcasting schedule

1. No later than 30 days before the election dateSteering Council of Public Radio and
Television, based on the information on registgyadies provided by the CEC, determines
the time available for each party and, under theesudsion of the CEC, organizes a lottery
for the allocation of time slots to each registegpady.

2. The airtime provided to political parties isoéied in the time slot between from®18
22 each day of the electoral campaign until 24 hbefsre the beginning of the voting.

Article 84
The electoral campaign on private radio and televisn stations
1. Private radio and television broadcasters calrerelectoral campaign only during
normal and special news programmes. Private raglibtelevision broadcasters do not put
airtime at the disposal of political subjects fowering their electoral campaign.
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2. During normal and special news programmes, fwikedio and television broadcasters
must respect the following conditions:

a) the political airtime of the news programmes poivate radio and television
broadcasters is distributed in the time proportiestablished by point 1 of article 81 of this
Code.In case of a violation coverage proportions in favof one party, the CEC, on its own
initiative or upon the proposal of the CEAZ, firee$ocal radio/television broadcaster ALL 1
500 000 and a national broadcaster ALL 3 000 0Qfe TEC decision constitutes an
executive title and is executed by the bailiff'sicd. An appeal against the decision does not
suspend its execution. In case of a repetitionhef tiolation, the CEC orders the NCRT
[National Council of Radio and Television] to blothke transmission of the radio/television
broadcaster for 48 hours. The transmission is leidaiot later than £8of the following day;

b) airtime for government activities that are rethto the electoral campaign is included
in the time of the party to which the head of th&titution that organizes the activity belongs;

c) in covering the activities of non-parliamentggrties and candidates proposed by
voters, private radio and television broadcastppyaprofessional criteria for news, with the
condition that the time at their disposal be noatge than the time allocated to the
parliamentary parties.

¢) propaganda, political comments or stances bgnglists are prohibited during news
programmes. In case of a violation, the CEC fileslocal radio/television broadcaster ALL
1 000 000 and the national radio/television broatizaALL 2 500 000. The decision of the
CEC constitutes an executive title and is execbtethe bailiff's office. An appeal against
the decision does not suspend its execution. la oaa repetition of the violation, the CEC
orders the NCRT to block the transmission of théiariéelevision broadcaster for 48 hours.
The transmission is blocked no later thafl’1# the following day.

3. Private radio and television broadcasters hheeright to organize electoral debates
between competing political parties or candidatasorganizing and holding the debate,
private radio and television broadcasters are etllitp keep a balance between political
parties in the debate.

In case of a violation, the CEC orders the NCRTblock the transmission of the
radio/television broadcaster for 48 hours. Thesmaission is blocked not later than®d®f
the following day.

4. Only those electoral subjects registered foctelas are entitled to broadcast political
advertisements during the electoral period on peivadio, television or audiovisual media,
be they digital, cable, analogue, satellite or ather form or method of signal transmission.
Political advertisements of electoral coalitions ameasured within the time of the political
parties that are members of the coalition accorthingn individual agreement between each
party and the radio or television operator.

5. The total airtime for political advertisementsridg the entire election campaign on
each private radio and television station may moimore than 45 minutes for each party that
has obtained up to 20 percent of the seats in #serbly and 90 minutes for each party that
has obtained more than 20 percent of the seathenAtsembly. In any case, radio and
television operators are to apply the same feethtosame time slot.

6. For elections to the Assembly, private natioaatl satellite radio and television
broadcasters that accept paid advertisements oragamece with this article are obliged to
make available free of charge to the electoralesibjhalf of the total airtime for advertising
provided in point 5 of this article. The cost foraking the free airtime available to the
electoral subjects by private radio and televidiooadcasters, is calculated as a deductible
expense for tax purposes. The CEC, the NCRT antthister of Finance are in charge for
issuing the respective instructions.
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7. Political advertisements of electoral subjectskaoadcasted between the time intervals
from 15° until 18° and from 2%° until 24° of the daily programme.

8. Advertisements for candidates for mayor of lagaternment units are included in the
time of the political subject they represent.

Advertisements of public institutions are includadthe time of the political subject to
which the head of the institution belongs.

9. Private radio and television broadcasters makailadle extra airtime for the
advertisements of non-parliamentary parties anddidates proposed by the voters, in
addition to the airtime applied according to pothtof this article. The airtime for the
advertisements of each non-parliamentary partycamdlidates proposed by voters must not
exceed 10 minutes for the entire electoral campdtgn non-parliamentary parties and for
candidates proposed by the voters, the same raties parliamentary parties as well as the
same criteria for the free time in accordance \witint 6 of this article are to be applied. In
case of a violation, the CEC fines a local broatfrag\LL 2 000 000 and a national
broadcaster ALL 3 500 000. The decision of CEC ttriss an executive title and is
executed by the bailiff's office. An appeal agairte decision does not suspend its
execution.

In case a violation, the CEC orders the NCRT toclldhe transmission of the
radio/television broadcaster for 48 hours. Thesmaission is blocked not later than®18f
the following day.

Article 85
Electoral campaign monitoring

1. Ten days before the starting of the electoraipagn, the CEC establishes the Media
Monitoring Board, which has the duty of monitoritig implementation of the provisions of
this Code on the electoral campaign by public arméte radio and television broadcasters.
The Media Monitoring Board exercises its activitytihe entire electoral territory. In order to
perform its monitoring, the Board uses the NCRTé&chhical capacities. For local
broadcasters that cannot be covered by the mamgtéoiols of the National Council of Radio
and Television, local monitors are appointed. Lanahitors are placed at the CEAZ where
the radio/television broadcaster to be monitoresl it& broadcasting station. No later than
three months prior to the election date, the CE@G @m® NCRT sign a memorandum of
understanding on the rules, modalities and timéginfor the use of the technical capacities
of the NCRT for the purposes of monitoring.

2. The Board presents its report on its monitodagclusions for the previous day to the
CEC on a daily basis. The report is to be acconguhras appropriate, by proposals for
administrative sanctions. The Board as a collegighn or each of its members has the right
to propose the imposition of administrative samioLocal monitors report to the CEAZ
where they are located. A copy of the report, togetvith the opinion of the CEAZ, is sent
immediately to the Media Monitoring Board and beesrpart of the daily report to the CEC.

3. Complaints of electoral subjects are examinggtteer with the report of the Media
Monitoring Board.

4. The CEC examines the reports of the Media MonigoBoard not less than once a
week. The CEC adopts a decision on the reportsyeme administrative sanctions are
proposed. CEC decisions can be appealed in acamdeith the procedures provided in this
Code.

5. The Board is composed of 7 members. Each o€C#& members appoints one Board
member. The Board members are to be journalisiwdigssion or work experience, or they
are to be media analysts or scholars.
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6. Public and private radio and television broatkrasare required to register all their
broadcasts during the period of the electoral cagnpd hese registrations are retained for a
period of three months after the conclusion of tebes and are made immediately available
to the Commission on the request of the CEC.

PART VI

CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION FINANCING

CHAPTER |
ELECTION FINANCING

Article 86
Funds for the preparation and conduct of elections

1. The budget of the CEC constitutes a separagadithe state budget.

2. The Assembly makes available to the CEC and oéevant institutions, in the budget
of an election year, funds for the preparation,dcmn, supervision, as well as for any other
aspect of the electoral process.

3. In a case when the budget year is not an ebldcyear, sufficient funds are made
available to the CEC for the functioning of thisstitution and for the exercise of its
responsibilities in accordance with the law.

4. The CEC administers the funds designated focomeluct of elections according to the
rules provided in this Code.

5. In case of early elections, the Council of Mieis makes available to the CEC the
funds in accordance with point 1 of this article teter than 5 days from the day of the
dissolution of the Assembly or of the respectivealagyovernment organ.

6. The funds accorded by the State Budget for teetien campaign of the electoral
subjects consist of funds for financing the campawhich are allocated according to letters
(@) and (b) of point 2 of article 87 of this Codes well as a supplementary sum for the
campaign finance funds that is used by the CEC ravige compensatory amounts in
accordance with point 5 of article 87 of this Cotlee funds for financing the campaign may
not be less than the total amount distributed taipal parties in the preceding elections.

CHAPTER I

FINANCING OF ELECTORAL SUBJECTS

Article 87
Allocation and re-allocation of public funds for ekctoral subjects
1. Electoral subjects benefit financing from thlpufunds in accordance with the rules
provided in this Code. The amount of public fundsbe allocated to electoral subjects is

determined by an Assembly decision together withdlection budget, in accordance with
article 86 of this Code.
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2. The amount of public funds that is allocatedetxh of the electoral subjects is
determined by a CEC decision in accordance witidhewing rules:

a) 50 percent of the amount is to be distributedbragnpolitical parties that are
registered as electoral subjects and that have seahe Assembly, which is determined
according to the CEC decision that declares tha fiesult of the preceding elections. This
sum is given to these political parties by the Qi¥Qater than 5 days after their registration
as electoral subjects and the submission of thé&-marme list for each electoral zone.

b) 50 percent of the total amount is to be disteduamong political parties that are
registered as electoral subjects and that havenalotaot less than 2 seats in the Assembly in
the preceding elections for the Assembly, in propor with the votes they obtained
nationwide according to the CEC decision for thecaamcement of the final result of the
preceding elections.

3. A party that has received public funds in adeace with letter (b) of point 1 of this
article and does not win any seats in the forthognelections must return the respective
amount received. These amounts are to be depdsithé CEC bank account. The return of
funds is to be done no later than 30 days afteatiuncement of the final election result.
In case of failure to fulfil this obligation withbueasonable cause, the CEC requests that the
Minister of Finance order the Treasury Office ttame these amounts from other budgetary
funds that these parties receive and transfer tbehe CEC budget.

4. A party that according to point 3 of this agiaoes not return the respective funds
loses the right to further financing from publianfis for a period of time of not less than 5
years, as well as not being registered as an e&cobject either on its own or as part of any
coalition in the subsequent elections, regardlésgat kind.

5. Funds returned in accordance with point 3 of #rticle are re-allocated by a decision
of the CEC to the political parties that have aiedi seats in the Assembly. Distribution is
made according to the same percentage as the pmgeeof seats obtained in the current
elections. The decision is taken by the CEC na ldi@n 30 days after the announcement of
the final election result.

6. If the fund according to point 4 of this artigke not fully returned by the electoral
subjects, the CEC is compensated this fund fronstidte budget.

7. The CEC issues the respective instructionsii@irnplementation of this article.

Article 88
Prohibition of the use of public resources for thesupport of electoral subjects
1. Except for the cases provided by law, resount@siblic organs or entities of a central or
local level, or of any other entity where the statens capital or shares or/and appoints the
majority of the supervisory or administrative bafythe entity, regardless of the source of
the capital or ownership, cannot be used or madgadle for the support of candidates,
political parties or coalitions in elections.

2. For purposes of this article, movable and imnterassets provided in article 142 of
the Civil Code, as well as any human resource @fiistitution, are considered “resources”.
The use of “human resources” is understood assbefithe administration of the institution
during working hours for election purposes. Everingi dismissing from work, release,
movement and transfer of duty, with the exceptibmotivated cases, are considered to be
activities of the public institution.

Article 89
Financing of electoral subjects through non-publidunds
1. Electoral subjects can obtain funds for the pses of their electoral campaigns only
from domestic physical or legal persons. For thgpgse of this Code, an Albanian citizen



who resides outside the territory of the RepublicAtbania shall also be considered a
domestic physical person.

2. The amount that each physical or legal persongoze to an electoral subject cannot
be greater than ALL 1 million or the equivalentu&in objects or services.

3. It is prohibited for a legal person or any gfshareholders to donate funds if one of the
following conditions applies:

a) it has received public funds, public contractsancessions during the last 2
years that have a value above ALL 10 million;

b) it exercises activity in the media field,;

C) it has been a partner with public funds in différprojects;

¢) it has monetary obligations towards the statégbtior any public institution;
This obligation is not applicable if the sharehold&ns these shares as a result of a
public offer.

Article 90
Registration of non-public funds

1. Each electoral subject must register the amotifitnds received for each physical or
legal person, as well as other data that relatihé¢oclear identification of the donor, in a
special register, a model of which is approved lbeaision of the CEC. At the moment of
donation, the donor is to sign a declaration wheraffirms that none of the circumstances
specified in article 89 applies to him and thatbears personal responsibility for any false
declaration. The form and content of the declarais approved by the CEC and signing it is
obligatory in all cases of donation. The list ofgms who donate amounts of not less than
ALL 100 thousand, along with respective values, inalisays be made public.

2. A donation of non-public funds with a value dezahan ALL 100 thousand must be
made only through a special account opened at la lipathe electoral subject. No later than
three days from the beginning of the electoral cagmp the finance officer of the electoral
subject declares the number of the bank accoumntenpéor this purpose. The bank account
number for each political subject is to be publéba the official website of the CEC.

3. The total expense made by a political partyluiiog their candidates, for an electoral
campaign must not exceed 10 times the highest antlbahan electoral subject has received
from public funds according to article 87 of thiode. Every expense for the electoral
campaign is to be documented and is to be mades whdpecting the fiscal legislation in
force.

4. Obligations provided in this article are alsplagable to candidates proposed by voters
who have registered in accordance with articlesa®® 70 of this Code. The total expense
that a candidate proposed by voters can make maypeaanore than 50% of the highest
amount an electoral subject has obtained from puhlds according to article 87 of this
Code.

Article 91
Auditing of electoral campaign funds and expenses
1. Not later than 45 days after the announcemettheofinal result of elections for each
electoral subject, the CEC appoints by lot one orentertified accounting experts, selected
in accordance with article 92 of this Code, to perf an audit of the funds obtained and
those spent for the electoral campaign. The augditport is submitted to the CEC by the
deadline provided in the appointment decision. fdport may not include personal data of
donors under the value provided in point 1 of &t80 of this Code.



2. Electoral subjects must make available to thpedxappointed by the CEC any
information, documents or data that are relatetthédfinancing and expenses of the electoral
campaign in accordance with this Code.

3. The CEC can carry out verifications of the r¢godata. The verification may even
include questioning different persons and subjetamining documents related to this issue
at the respective offices of the electoral subjbet has submitted the report, as well as
obtaining any information from banks or third persavho can provide information on the
data presented in the report.

4. The CEC publishes the auditing reports for el@ttsubjects not later than 30 days
from the date of the report’s submission, or asr@mpate, from the date the respective
verifications have been completed.

5. Failure to comply with the rules provided instt@hapter by the electoral subjects or
donors, in case it does not constitute a crimirfit@nace, is an administrative offence and is
sanctioned according to the provisions of Part ¥fithis Code.

Article 92
Selection of auditors by the CEC

1. At the beginning of the electoral year, the Cielects by competition a list of licensed
accounting experts.

2. The list should contain at least 20 experts Wwaee been exercising this profession in
the last 5 years.

3. Procedures, criteria for the selection of theliprinary list and their appointment are
determined by instruction of the CEC. In any cam® auditor may not audit the same
electoral subject for two consecutive elections.

4. The budget for elections should also envisagdihd needed for auditing the electoral
subjects.

PART VIII

PREPARATION OF THE ELECTION INFRASTRUCTURE
AND OF THE COUNTING TEAMS

CHAPTER |

LOCATION OF THE VOTING CENTRES, CEAZ HEADQUARTERS,
BALLOT COUNTING CENTRESAND THE COUNTING TEAMS

Article 93
Location of the Voting Centres, CEAZ headquarters
and Ballot Counting Centres
1. Voting centres, CEAZ headquarters and the Ballounting Centre are to be
established, to the extent possible, in publicdings with free access.
2. Voting centres, CEAZ headquarters and Ballotr@iog Centres may not be set up:

" Translator's note: The Albanian text literally sa§The CEC selects by competition a list of acdmm
experts licensed at the beginning of the electgeal”.



a) in private buildings, without a special CEChaization;

b) in buildings used by the public administratiexcept for educational, cultural and
healthcare institutions; or

c) in buildings used or owned, partially or totalby a political party or a candidate or
his relatives.

Article 94
Location and preparation of the Ballot Counting Cerires

1. No later than 60 days prior to the election dtte prefect of the region submits to the
CEC a complete list of buildings within the terrigoof the region that meet the conditions
provided in points 1 and 2 of article 93 and o§taiticle. No later than 30 days from the date
of elections, the CEC designates, by a decisiam Ballot Counting Centre. In designating
the Ballot Counting Centre, the CEC may selectrthaicipality that is the centre of the
district even if it is located outside the terrigbrjurisdiction of the EAZ, or a municipality
within the territory of the EAZ, or even the largasiministrative unit if the municipalities do
not meet the conditions provided in article 93 anthis article. While selecting the location
of the BCC, the CEC gives priority to the logisti¢acilities related to road transportation,
the distance from the voting centres and the spédbe potential premises. As a rule, the
Ballot Counting Centre does not change from onetiele to another.

The Ballot Counting Centre is designated in largems or in gymnasiums. The Ballot
Counting Centres are to be placed at the dispdsaedCEAZs no later than 10 days prior to
the election date. The CEAZ, no later than 5 dagfere the election date, is to invite the
electoral subjects and VCC members to get to krimaBallot Counting Centre. In selecting
the location, the CEC should also take into comatiiten the possibility of applying
supporting technology for counting the votes incadance with point 4 of this article.

2. Before introducing the Ballot Counting Centrethe relevant electoral subjects and
respective VCCs, the CEC prepares the necessaistitad) infrastructure for the counting
centre, including uninterrupted lighting for thegb®eing and successful execution of the vote
counting process according to a model of arrangéaygoroved by the CEC and according to
the respective instructions of the CEC. For thigppse, the CEC arranges work tables for
each Counting Team, ensuring that they have sefficspace for conducting the vote
counting process. The work tables are arrangedich & way that they are visible for the
CEAZ members and observers, candidates or medias@ptatives, and that they allow the
application of the supporting technology in accaawith point 4 of this article. Observers
are to remain in front of the Counting Teams ab@rtsdistance from the work table, or if the
technology in accordance with point 4 of this detics used, in front of the television
monitors. The observers must not have physicalabntith the voting materials. The work
tables of the Counting Teams, as well as the sddke CEAZ members, must be in the same
room where the vote counting process takes placBallot Counting Centre cannot have
fewer than 5 and more than 10 work tables.

3. The logistical equipment necessary for the \oatenting process is provided by the
CEC in co-operation with other central or localansg.

4. The CEC decides on the use of registration casnand television monitors for
displaying the ballot papers before their evaluatibgligh resolution cameras are installed
above the work table in such a way as to make plesthe recording of the evaluation of
each ballot paper. The film recording is transrdiitereal time on monitors placed in front of
the observers of electoral subjects. The filminghefprocess is recorded electronically and is
delivered to the CEC together with the other etectmaterials. The CEC or, when it is
possible, the CEAZ as well, should make reproductopies of them and put them at the



disposal of the electoral subjects in exchange fayment of a tariff that covers the
reproduction cost.

Article 95
Establishment of Counting Teams

1. For the purpose of counting the votes on thellef the EAZ, by a decision of the
CEAZ, Counting Teams are established 2 days poi&iéction Day. There are two Counting
Teams for each work table, in accordance with p@intf article 94 of this Code. The
members of the Counting Teams must meet the eipFovided by articles 30 and 31 of this
Code. The proposals for the appointment of theimbers should be submitted to the CEAZ
at least four days before the election date.

2. Counting Teams are composed of four membersrenimeany case one member is
appointed on the proposal of the party to which ¢hairman of the CEAZ belongs, one
member is appointed on the proposal of the polifpzaty to which the deputy chairman
belongs, whereas the third member is proposed dydhnties of the ruling majority and the
fourth member is appointed on the proposal of ghgosition parties that have the right to
propose members of the Counting Teams for the cispeEAZs according to the procedure
specified in article 96 of this Code.

In its decision to appoint the Counting Teams,@#eAZ appoints one of the members as
the First Counter and one member as the secrdtahalf of the Counting Teams, the First
Counter shall be proposed by the largest partyhefrhajority and in the other half by the
largest party of the opposition. The secretary i Counting Team shall belong to the
political party opposite to the party that propodesFirst Counter. The CEC defines through
an instruction the procedure for drawing the lots.

3. In case an electoral subject does not submpraposals within the timeline specified
in point 1 of this article, the CEAZ determines tleplacement members by lot among the
members of the VCC who belong to the same elecgubject at the level of the electoral
zone. If it is not possible to complete the numble€Counting Team members, it functions
with no fewer than two members.

4. A Counting Team shall count not fewer than Sngtentres and not more than 10
voting centres. At the end of this process, thering Team is replaced by the other
Counting Team in accordance with point 1 of thische.

5. The CEC specifies, through a normative act,ctiiteria for the number of Counting
Teams for each Ballot Counting Centre, the workimgthods, the division of duties among
the Counting Team members and the rules concethengrder of actions.

Article 96
The procedure for determining the parties that propse
the Counting Team members

1. The political parties that have the right togmee the third and the fourth member of
the Counting Teams, with the exception of partiest propose the chairman and deputy
chairman of the CEAZ, are determined by drawing lat the CEC between the list of
political parties of the parliamentary majority atiee list of parties of the parliamentary
opposition that are registered in the elections thadl have won no fewer than two seats in
the preceding Assembly elections. In each casey, tife drawing of lots for each EAZ, the
right to propose the two members of the Countingni® belongs to one party of the
parliamentary majority and to one party of the jpanentary opposition.

2. No later than 30 days before the election date, CEC organizes the drawing of lots
for each EAZ in the presence of the interestedtipaliparties. The procedures for drawing
lots are determined by a special instruction ofGiC.
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CHAPTER I

PREPARATION OF ELECTORAL DOCUMENTATION AND
SENDING OF THE ELECTION MATERIAL

Article 97
Ballot papers

1. For elections to the Assembly, a voter votefiwite ballot paper of the same colour
and form for all electoral zones.

2. For elections for local government organs, a&wvebtes with two ballot papers of the
same form and in different colours, one for thedidates for mayor of the local government
unit and the other for the municipal or communalreol.

3. For the municipality of Tirana, a voter votesttwiour ballot papers in different
colours, one for the mayor of Tirana, one for thenmipal council of Tirana, one for the
mayor of the borough and one for the borough cdunci

4. The number of ballot papers is equal to the rermobthe voters, with 2 percent added.

Article 98
Contents of the ballot paper

1. The ballot papers for the elections are to lepamed by the CEC. The ballot papers
must be of paper, with such colour, thickness arfigaration elements that do not allow the
vote to be read on the reverse side, and shalhrosecurity elements, as specified by the
CEC.

2. The ballot papers are to be produced in blodkis stubs. The serial number is noted
only on the stub.

3. The names of the political parties or candidgteposed by the voters are placed on
the ballot paper in alphabetical order accordinth&sr names. The logo, initials and name of
the chairman of the party are placed next to thmenaf the party. The respective space for
the voter to mark his vote corresponds to eachestibgted on the ballot paper.

4. Parties participating in an electoral coaliteoe listed one after the other on the part of
the ballot paper that corresponds to the electwalition. The order of their appearance on
the ballot paper is determined alphabetically. €ach of the political parties in a coalition,
the name of the party, its logo, its initials ahé hame of the party chairman are listed. The
respective space for the voter to mark his voteesponds to each of the political parties that
are members of the coalition.

Article 99
The sending of election materials from the CEC tohte CEAZ
1. The CEC sends the following election materialsdéd into separate boxes for each
voting centre to the CEAZ headquarters not latantB days before the date of the elections:

a) the necessary number of ballot papers, in aaoocel with the number of voters
registered in that voting centre, together withddditional ballot papers;

b) the stamp of the VCC;

c) the forms for voting centre official recordscliding the templates of the official
records and of the decisions for the sealing oflthkot boxes, the opening of the voting
centre, the suspension of voting, a request fac@alssistance and police departure, as well
as the closing of the polls;

¢) the VCC Meeting Record Book;



d) an envelope marked “SPOILED BALLOT PAPERS”;

dh) an envelope marked “UNUSED BALLOT PAPERS”;

e) an envelope marked “THE ENVELOPE FOR THE RECOB¥®SEALING”, and
€) the special ink to mark the voter and the egeipnfor checking it.

2. Apart from the boxes with the election materialscording to point 1 of this article,
the CEAZs are provided with the following:

a) ballot boxes for each voting centre, in comme&nvith the requirements of this
Code;

b) a sufficient number of security codes, accordmthe CEC decision;

c) a sufficient number of voting booths;

¢) a sufficient number of copies of the Electorat€ and election manuals;

d) a sufficient number of stamps for the VCC chainmand

dh) other equipment necessary for the voting pmces

3. The CEC delivers to the CEAZ the seals packagextcordance with article 100 of
this Code enclosed in security packaging, and withdentifying the serial number of the
seal.

4. Apart from the materials for the VCCs accordiogpoint 1 of this article, the CEC
delivers to the CEAZ the CEAZ Meeting Record Botle Tables for VC Results by the
Counting Teams, the Table of Election Results & Electoral Administration Zone, the
stamp of the CEAZ as well as other materials necgdsr the administration of elections.

The equipment and technological materials providegoint 4 of article 94 of this Code
are to be sent and installed in accordance with glezedures specified by a special
instruction of the CEC.

Article 100
The sending of the election materials from the CEAZo the VCC
1. The CEAZ, no later than 15 hours prior to theropg of the voting, is to deliver the
election materials to the VCCs under its jurisaicti The chairman, the deputy chairman,
accompanied by any other member who makes a req@sestell as the secretary of the VCC
appear at the headquarters of the CEAZ and take:
a) the box with election materials, according topa of article 99 of this Code;
b) the ballot box/es;
c) voter lists;
¢) the voting booths;
d) seals with the security codes; and
dh) other equipment necessary for the voting psaces
2. The chairman of the VCC receives the stamp efdmairman from the CEAZ. The
chairman of the respective VCC, in the presencahef CEAZ members, performs the
following actions in turn:
a) he takes at random a stamp from the relevampipbackaged stamps;
b) he tears the wrapping of the stamp;
c) on a white sheet of paper, he stamps a sampteda@omparison of the
stamp; and
¢) under each stamp he writes his name and surbgrhand and signs in the presence
of the CEAZ members.
3. The white paper with the sample for the comparisf each stamp, according to point
2 of this article, is to be signed on the reverde by the CEAZ members and is kept safely
by the secretary of the CEAZ.
4. The seals with the security codes are handedr aviéh a separate official record,
where the security codes are recorded for each s€hke VCC receives as many seals with
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security codes as are needed to seal the balloeb@nd the box with election materials, as
well as three additional seals to be used only ase of damage. The additional seals must
be of a different colour from those that will be ed as a rule for sealing the ballot box.
One copy of the official record where the securttgdes are noted, including the additional
security codes, is kept by the CEAZ and one copyiven to the VCC.

5. The stamps of the VCCs and those of the VCC ohan, each separately, are
produced and delivered to the CEC packaged in ségupackaging. The number of the
stamps produced for the VCCs and the VCC chairmsmrequal to the number of the VCCs
and VCC chairmen nationwide.

PART IX

VOTING

CHAPTER |

PROCEDURES FOR OPENING OF THE VOTING

Article 101
Preliminary actions of the VCC
1. The VCC, under the direction of its chairman deguty chairman and in the presence
of the observers of the subjects, one hour pridhéopening of the voting, performs these
duties:

a) arranges the tables, chairs and voting boothsuah a manner as to ensure the
secrecy of the voting and the free and rapid mowvemievoters;

b) removes any propaganda material that may bedfeuithin the voting centre and
within a range of 150 meters around it;

C) posts instructions for voting at a suitable aistble place within the voting centre;

¢) puts into place other materials required byGE;

d) checks all materials received,;

dh) shows to observers the empty ballot boxes doses them according to the
procedure specified in letter (e) of this point;

e) seals the ballot boxes with the security coaekracords the numbers of the security
seals in the Record of Sealing of the ballot boxed in the VCC Meeting Record Book,
which are to be signed by all VCC members. If ahyhe seals with the security codes is
damaged during the closing of the box, it is repthby one of the additional seals. The
number of the security code of the damaged sealtatdof the additional one are noted in
the VCC Meeting Record Book and the Record of &gallhe original official record is put
into the envelope marked “THE ENVELOPE FOR THE RERIDOF SEALING”, which is
put into the ballot box for the electoral subjeloefore the beginning of the voting process.
Copies of the Record of Sealing with the stamphefWCC are given to the VCC members
and to observers of the parliamentary parties;

€) clearly writes the number of the voting centneome of the lateral sides of the box,
and puts into place distinguishing signs that mialear to the voter where he should cast
each of the ballot papers.
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2. The VCC members in the presence of the obsemake a decision on the opening of
the voting and sign it.

Article 102
Opening the voting and the presence of the VCC mersbs and secretary

1. After performing the duties provided in artidl@l of this Code, but not before the time
prescribed in article 11 of this Code, the chairrafithe VCC declares the voting open.

2. The secretary of the VCC notes in the VCC Megtitecord Book the time of
departure and return of any VCC member who leaves/oting centre. When the chairman
leaves the voting centre, he passes the chairrstarlsp to another member of the same
political affiliation, to use until his return. TRECC secretary makes a respective notation in
the VCC Meeting Record Book. When the secretarydsdhe voting centre, the VCC stamp
and the Meeting Record Book are transferred taddputy chairman for use until the return
of the VCC secretary. A respective notation is madéhe VCC Meeting Record Book to
reflect this fact.

Article 103
Stamping of the ballot papers

1. The ballot paper is to be stamped on the revad&ewith the stamp of the VCC and
the stamp of the VCC chairman.

2. The stamp of the VCC contains the text “VOTINGNTRE COMMISSION” and the
number of the respective voting centre. The stamfhe® VCC chairman contains the text
“CHAIRMAN" and a five-digit serial number.

3. The stamp of the VCC chairman is to be used tmitamp the ballot papers and for
no other election document.

CHAPTER Il

PROCEDURES DURING THE VOTE

Article 104
Number of ballot boxes

1. In elections for the Assembly, only one ballokls placed in the voting centre.

2. In elections for local government organs, twddbeboxes are placed in the voting
centre, one for the mayor of the local governmenit and one for the municipal or
communal council.

3. In local elections for Tirana municipality, foballot boxes are placed in the voting
centre, one for the mayor of Tirana Municipalitjeofor the Tirana Municipal Council one
for the mayor of the borough and one for the bohocmuncil.

Article 105
The presentation of voters at the voting centre
1. After a voter enters the voting centre:
a) the voter states his name and presents to tte M@ of the following official valid
identity documents:
I) identity card; or
i) passport;
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b) one of the members, who is appointed by a datisf the VCC, upon the voter’s
presentation in front of the VCC and before heivergy the ballot paper, checks the voter on
both hands to determine whether or not he has tmeeked with special ink. If the voter has
been marked, the member immediately informs therothembers of the VCC, who must
immediately verify it. The name and surname of toger are recorded in VCC Meeting
Record Book and he is not given the ballot paper;

c) after verifying that the data about the identifythe voter correspond to those on the
voter list and that the voter is the same as tmgopeon the identity document, the chairman
records the type and serial number of the idedliitgument on the voter list and draws a line
through the name of the voter on this list;

¢) the voter signs the voter list beside his name;

d) the ballot paper is stamped on its reverse witle the stamp of the VCC and the
stamp of the VCC chairman;

dh) one of the members of the VCC, appointed bydsision, marks the left hand of
the voter with special visible ink, noticeable dudly visible and indelible for at least 24
hours in order to avoid persons voting more thacepand after that he is given the ballot
paper. If the voter refuses to be marked with fhecsl ink, he is not given the ballot paper
and his identity is recorded in the VCC Meeting &eddook.

2. One of the members assigned by decision of (D€ Yakes care of the orderly queuing
of the voters.

3. When a voter who is not registered on the finalter list, but has obtained a court
decision recognizing his right to vote in that vof centre according to article 55 of this
Code, appears before the VCC, the VCC records spacial register the voter’s name, the
number of the identity document and attaches theidalecision.

Article 106
Voting

1. On receipt of the ballot paper, the voter prdsealone to the voting booth and votes
on the ballot paper by marking next to the namthefelectoral subject or of the party which
is member of a coalition with the sign “x” or “+r @nother sign that clearly indicates the
choice he has made.

2. After making his mark on the ballot paper, tlo¢ev folds the ballot paper so that his
mark cannot be seen but at least one of the stampise reverse side of the paper is visible.
After leaving the voting booth, the voter depodits ballot paper in the respective ballot box
and leaves the voting centre.

3. With the exception of the case specified incatlL08 of this Code, a voter is to vote
only on his own behalf.

4. The VCC members and secretary vote upon coropleif the voting by all voters
present in the voting centre by the scheduled fonelosing the polls. The rules determined
by this article are also applicable to the votiyghee VCC members and its secretary.

5. The VCC members who have allowed a voter to webee than once or on behalf of
other voters are subject to criminal liability inc@ordance with article 248 of the Criminal
Code, except for the case provided in article 1@8hos Code.

Article 107
Spoiled ballot papers
1. If the ballot paper, or at least one of the digtlapers, has been marked outside the
voting booth, the voter is not permitted to depdisé ballot paper(s) in the box. The VCC
chairman takes this ballot paper, writes "SPOILBR"its back and places it in the envelope
“SPOILED BALLOT PAPERS?". In this case, the votemovided with another ballot paper
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of the same type and the incident is recordedenM8C Meeting Record Book. If the voter
marks the ballot paper outside the voting boothiraghe second ballot paper is also placed
in the envelope “SPOILED BALLOT PAPERS” and the efots not given a ballot paper
again.

2. If a voter marks or damages a ballot paper aotadly and requests a second ballot
paper, the ballot paper is considered spoiled angdlaced into the envelope “SPOILED
BALLOT PAPERS” and the voter is given a seconddiglaper. The incident is recorded in
the VCC Meeting Record Book. If the voter again ksasr damages the second ballot paper
accidentally, the second ballot paper is also placethe envelope “SPOILED BALLOT
PAPERS” and the voter is not given another baléqigr.

3. Under no circumstances are spoiled ballot papeps placed into the ballot box.

Article 108
Voters who cannot vote themselves

1. A voter who for physical reasons is unable tdgren the voting procedures himself
may request the help of a family member or anotoéer who is on the voter list for that
polling unit. Both voters must be present in théngcentre when this procedure is used.

2. A person may help only one voter who cannot Wirteself.

3. Before marking the ballot paper, a person whsists another voter makes a
declaration in the VCC Meeting Record Book thatwad vote as instructed, will not
influence the voter’s decision, will not make pghihe vote and has not voted on behalf of
any other voter.

4. Members of the election commissions and theesagr may not help any voter who is
unable to vote himself.

5. The mark on the ballot paper must necessariip&ge inside the voting booth.

6. Within the period of the revision of voter list®ters specified in point 1 of this article
have the right to request that the mayor of thallgovernment unit that prepares the voter
list for the respective voting centre register thasnvoters who cannot vote themselves. The
request for registration is to be accompanied ligiaf documentation that proves the type
and category of disability. The registration asoéev who cannot vote himself is carried out
to facilitate the voting process for these voters.

7. In any case when there are voters registereor@diog to point 6 of this article who
have difficulties accessing voting centre premigbs, voting centres are designated and
organized in such a manner as to guarantee fisssdor this category of voters. If this is
impossible, in compliance with the instructionstlod CEC and at CEC expense, the mayors
of the local government units appoint support pangb or equipment to guarantee free
access.

8. In case of blind voters, the mayor of the lagaernment unit notifies the CEC about
the number of blind voters and their voting centrése CEC, in accordance with the
procedures and time frame for the distribution bé telection materials, supplies the
commissions of these voting centres with speciéihgadevices that allow the voters to read
or understand the ballot paper and vote indepehdeénblind voter shall be informed by the
VCC of the manner of voting with special voting t®s and shall be supplied with them
upon his request. Otherwise, the voter votes agogtd points 1 and 3 of this article.

Article 109
Order and the orderly conduct of the voting
1. When order or the orderly conduct of the votang endangered at the voting centre,
the VCC makes a decision to suspend the voting,naay also decide to call in the State



Police organs. The CEAZ is immediately notifiedtbé decision to request assistance in
restoring order.

The VCC also notes in its Meeting Record Book ti@dent that has occurred, the time
the voting was interrupted and the time it resumed.

2. The chairman, deputy chairman or any membeh®MCC immediately notifies the
CEAZ about the incident that has occurred. The CEA#quired to record the notification
and the time it was received in the CEAZ Meetingdtd Book. The CEAZ immediately
delivers the request to the State Police organs.

3. Once order has been restored in a voting cethiieeyCC, by decision, asks the State
Police organs to leave the voting centre and takesasures for the immediate
recommencement of voting.

Article 110
Persons present at the voting centre
1. Only the following persons may remain in a vgtaentre:
a) the members and the secretary of the VCC,;
b) voters who are carrying out the voting procedune to the end of these procedures;
and
c) accredited Albanian and foreign election obsexve
2. No armed persons are allowed to remain withengremises of a voting centre. State
Police employees, when they are carrying out ttheily according to article 109 of this Code,
as well as prison police employees within a prisodetention centre where a special voting
centre has been set up, are excluded from this rule

Article 111
Voters in the Armed Forces and State Police Forces

1. In elections to the Assembly, voters who servéhe Armed Forces or Police Forces
vote, according to article 60 of this Code, in ¢ectoral zone where their bases are located.

2. In local elections, voters who serve in the Adnk®rces or Police Forces vote in the
polling unit of their residence.

CHAPTER 1lI

CLOSING OF THE POLLS AND BALLOT COUNTING

Article 112
Closing of the polls

1. Voting centres close at the hour establisheataordance with points 1 and 2 of article
11 of this Code. If, even after the closing timeere are still voters queuing, the VCC
collects the identification documents of all theiers present and calls them one by one in
order to conduct the voting. No other voter is\ald to vote if he was not in the queue at the
time identification documents were collected.

2. After the last person present has voted, the W&&es a decision to close the polls by
filling in the respective type of form, writing ahalso the time of closing. The decision for
the closing of the polls and the exact time of iclgsare to be recorded in the VCC Meeting
Record Book. Afterwards, only the members and saxgreof the VCC, as well as the
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accredited Albanian and/or foreign observers arategdited representatives of the media,
may remain in the voting centre.

Article 113
Actions performed after closing of the polls

After making the decision on closing of the poltee chairman, together with the
members of the VCC, perform these acts in theoftig order:

1. The Chairman, under the observation of all tleenimers of the VCC, seals the ballot
boxes with the security code sent by the CEC aaagrtb article 100 of this Code, on the
part where ballot papers are deposited. The sataiber of the seal is recorded in the
Record of the Closing of the Polls, as well ashi@ YCC Meeting Record Book. If the seal
with the security codes is damaged while closing llox, it is replaced by one of the
additional seals. The number of the security codéhe damaged seal is recorded in the
Record of the Closing of the Polls and in the MegtRecord Book.

2. The chairman, under the observation of all membéthe VCC:

a) starts the count of the voters who have votedpraling to their signatures on the
voter list as well as of those who are in the sde@gister in accordance with article 55 of
this Code;

b) states the figure aloud to the other membetseoVCC;

c) invites them to verify the figure stated by hiamd

¢) orders the secretary of the VCC to record inRkeeord of the Closing of the Polls as
well as in the VCC Meeting Record Book the numbepersons who have voted in the
voting centre, according to letter (a) of this golhthere is an objection to the determination
of the figure, a decision is made by the VCC. Téeratary of the VCC records the decision
reached in this case in the Record of the Closinth® Polls and in the Meeting Record
Book.

3. The chairman, under the observation of all membé the VCC, starts the count of
unused ballot papers and, at the end of the cinfiotms the members of the VCC of this
number. If requested by a member of the VCC, tlaérotan is obliged to restart the count of
unused ballot papers. At the end of the count, eshiiallot papers are placed in an envelope
marked “UNUSED BALLOT PAPERS”. The number of unudmdlot papers is reflected in
the Record of the Closing of the Polls and in ti@&vMeeting Record Book.

4. The chairman, under the observation of all memiwé the VCC, determines the
number of ballot papers used. In determining thisber, the number of unused ballot papers
is subtracted from the total number of ballot paperceived by the VCC. The number of
ballot papers used is checked against the numbealloft stubs. The number of ballot papers
used is reflected in the Record of the Closinghef Polls and in the VCC Meeting Record
Book, and, in case of discrepancies with the nurobballot stubs, this fact is also reflected.

5. The chairman, under the observation of all meslé the VCC, counts the spoiled
ballot papers that are found in the “SPOILED BALLORPERS” envelope. The number of
spoiled ballot papers is reflected in the Recordhaf Closing of the Polls and the VCC
Meeting Record Book.

6. At the conclusion of the actions provided inmsil to 5 of this article, in the box of
election materials are closed:

a) the “UNUSED BALLOT PAPERS” envelope togetheriwilhe ballot stubs;

b) the “SPOILED BALLOT PAPERS” envelope;

c) the voter list, including the special registeaccordance with article 55 of this Code;

¢) the original copies of the decisions of the V&Cwell as the unused templates for
VCC decisions;
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d) the stamp of the VCC,;

dh) the stamp of the VCC chairman;

e) the seals with the unused security codes;

€) the seals with the damaged security codes; and
f) the Meeting Record Book.

7. The numbers of the security codes with whichhibtve will be closed are first recorded
in the Record of the Closing of the Polls and ia WCC Meeting Record Book. After all the
data are recorded in the Record of the ClosinghefRolls, the exact time of closing the
official records is noted. The original of the Reof the Closing of the Polls is placed in the
Box of Voting Materials, which is sealed immedigtelith the respective security codes.
Copies of the Record of the Closing of the Polisgiwven to the members of the VCC and to
the observers of the parliamentary parties.

8. For the Municipality of Tirana, the voting matds for the mayor of Tirana
municipality, as well as for the municipal counaiilTirana, the voter list, the VCC stamp, the
stamp of the VCC chairman, seals with unused orlespsecurity codes, as well as the
Meeting Record Book are to be placed in a spe@aldd election materials marked visibly
on the outside “MUNICIPALITY OF TIRANA”". The restfdhe election materials shall be
placed in a second box marked visibly on the oats\ddUNICIPAL BOROUGH NO....".

Article 114
Accompaniment of the ballot boxes and voting mateails
to the Ballot Counting Centre

1. Immediately after the completion of the actiepgcified in article 113 of this Code,
the ballot boxes with the ballot papers and the Bath Voting Materials are sent to the
Ballot Counting Centre designated in accordanch waiticle 94 of this Code. Other materials
used during the voting process are submitted toGBAZ within time limits and in the
manner specified by the CEC.

2. The ballot box/es with the ballot papers andBb& with Voting Materials are to be
delivered to the Ballot Counting Centre as earlyassible, but no later than 3 hours from
the closing of the polls in the voting centre. Thaglivery is performed with a motor vehicle
in which are seated the members and the secretahed/CC as well as a police officer,
who is charged with guaranteeing the accompanirardtthe integrity of the ballot box/es
with the ballot papers and of the Box with Votingtdrials. The CEC provides authorization
to the CEAZ while also providing the necessary &fior ensuring the transportation by
motor vehicle of the ballot boxes with the ballapprs and the Box with Voting Materials.

3. The police officer under point 2 of this articteto be a permanent police officer of the
State Police, except for the criminal police, cleargvith the duty of accompanying by the
CEC on the proposal of the General Director of $t@te Police. The accompanying police
officer shall wear at all times the uniform of t&¢ate Police and, in a visible place, the
number assigned by the CEC in addition to his suem a legible size.

Ixiii



CHAPTER IV

DELIVERY OF VOTING MATERIALS AND BALLOT COUNTING

Article115
Receipt of voting materials by the CEAZ

1. The CEAZ assigns one or more receiving teamedeive the ballot box/es with the
ballot papers and the box/es with voting materiéle receiving teams consist of two CEAZ
members with different political affiliations proged respectively by the chairman and
deputy chairman of the CEAZ.

If it is deemed necessary, the CEAZ may appoint pexsons for each team to assist the
team for receiving the boxes, and who shall perfanainly the arrangement of the boxes
under the direction of the CEAZ. The support pensbrare selected from the list of the
members of the Counting Teams while guaranteeingany case, the political balance
between the majority and the opposition. The bdlmt/es with the ballot papers and the
box/es with voting materials are to be received@m as they arrive at the Ballot Counting
Centre, according to rules established by the CEC.

2. During the receiving process, the receiving t®am

a) record in the Records of Receipt the numbetbeefecurity codes of the seals with
which the ballot box with the ballot papers and & with voting materials has been closed;

b) verify immediately whether the numbers of tkewsity codes of the seals that seal
the ballot box with the ballot papers and the bbxating materials match the numbers of the
security codes, according to the record kept fa ¥oting centre in compliance with article
113 of this Code. If the codes do not match, tleeieng team informs the CEAZ about the
discrepancy and requests that it marks the boxnadRREGULAR BOX". The CEAZ
verifies the discrepancy immediately and makescdsas in accordance with point 4 of this
article. The discrepancies found are recorded & Records of Receipt and the CEAZ
Meeting Record Book.

3. When, while receiving the ballot boxes with thedlot papers and the box with the

voting materials, the receiving team finds that:

a) one or more seals with security codes are ngssi broken;

b) the seals with the security codes have beeceglan a way that allows space
between the box itself and its lid;

c) the box has fissures or cracks in its bodyidbtHat make it possible to insert or
retrieve ballot papers or other voting materiafs; o

¢) the box is of a different type, shape or smpenfthose established by the CEC,;
then the receiving team immediately informs the ZEgbout the irregularity and requests
that it marks the box as an “IRREGULAR BOX’. The & immediately verifies the
irregularity and makes a decision according to pdiof this article. The irregularity found is
recorded in the Records of Receipt and the CEAZtidgd&ecord Book.

4. In cases when receiving teams find irregulaitreaccordance with points 2 and 3 of
this article while receiving boxes for a voting tren then that box is considered an
“IRREGULAR BOX” and is sent to the corner of irrdgu boxes, whereas the box with
voting materials and in the case of local electigdhe other box with ballot papers, are
subject to procedures in accordance with articlés 1119 of this Code.

If, in the case of local elections, both boxes wiillot papers are considered irregular,
then both boxes with ballot papers and the resgebibx of voting materials are placed in the
corner of irregular boxes. When only the box of imgt materials is defined as an
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“‘IRREGULAR BOX”, it is subject to the opening andunting procedures along with the
ballot boxes with the ballot papers.

5. The ballot boxes defined as an “IRREGULAR BOXé aot to be opened at any time
and for any reason by the CEAZ and they are ndietdorwarded to the Counting Team.
They are sent together with the boxes of votingeni@s to the CEC for administrative
investigation purposes in accordance with point drticle 138 of this Code.

6. The CEAZ keeps the Record of Findings, in whialotes data about the ballot boxes
with ballot papers or boxes with voting materiabcldred as irregular in accordance with
points 2, 3 and 4 of this article, in addition tta on the inaccuracies and irregularities found
during the application of the procedures of artil® of this Code. Copies of the Records of
Findings are given to the CEAZ members and to eesgsrof parliamentary parties.

7. The members of the receiving team, the chairrdeputy chairman and secretary of
the VCC as well as the police officer assigned ¢oompany them, sign the Records of
Receipt. The original Records of Receipt are adstened by the CEAZ, which gives a copy
respectively to the chairman, deputy chairman efWICC and to the police officer assigned
to accompany them. The police officer should leéawaediately after receiving a copy of the
Records of Receipt, which is delivered togethehilie service report to the command of the
structure of which he is a part.

8. The Record of Receipt is prepared by the CE& tamplate and must contain the time
of receipt, the number of the voting centre, ofisedth the security codes with which the
boxes with the ballot papers and boxes of votingenes are sealed, space for describing
discrepancies or irregularities found, as well@ace for signatures.

9. The ballot boxes with the ballot papers andiibees of voting materials received by
the receiving teams are to be placed in the plasgydated in advance for that purpose by the
CEAZ. This place must be in the same premises wtherecount takes place and must be
secured from any interference by unauthorised pstso

Article 116
Counting the ballots
1. The CEAZ is to make a decision to start the @ssmf counting votes only after having
received all ballot boxes with the ballot paperd #re boxes of voting materials from all the
voting centres under its jurisdiction. For the TmaMunicipality, the CEAZ of the municipal
borough begins the count in the following order:

a) the ballot boxes for the mayor of Tirana Municipjaland the Tirana
Municipal Council;
b) the ballot boxes for the mayor of the municipafdugh and the municipal

borough council.

2. Members of the Counting Teams take from thekstdcballot boxes, one after the
other, in ascending order of the ordinal numberthefvoting centres, the ballot boxes with
the ballot papers and the respective box with thténg materials of only one voting centre
and place them by the table of the respective Goginteam. Next, the members of the
Counting Team receive from the secretary of the ZHE#e sample for comparing the stamp
of the chairman of the VCC deposited in compliawaé point 2 of article 100 of this Code.

3. Initially, the Counting Team performs the vexdfiion procedure of the data in the
Record of the Closing of the Polls. To perform thesification, the Counting Team proceeds
as follows:

a) The First Counter takes the Box with Voting Mats, places it on the table and
opens it by breaking the seals with the securitjeso The Record of the Closing of the Polls
is taken out of the box and verification takes plaa whether the following are found in the
box:
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1) the “UNUSED BALLOT PAPERS” envelope togethertiwthe ballot stubs;

i) the “SPOILED BALLOT PAPERS” envelope;

i) the voter list, including the special regisiae accordance with article 55 of this
Code;

Iv) the original copies of the decisions of the@s well as the unused templates for
VCC decisions;

v) the stamp of the VCC;

vi) the stamp of the VCC chairman;

vii) the seals with the unused security codes;

viii) the seals with the damaged security codesny; and

iX) the VCC Meeting Record Book;

b) The First Counter initially compares the staofpthe VCC chairman with the
sample for comparison and presents his opiniohédgam members;

¢) The First Counter counts the unused ballot gaped, at the conclusion of the
counting, makes the figure known to the Countingmienembers and the observers of the
electoral subjects. The secretary of the CountiegnT compares the declared result with that
recorded in the Record of the Closing of the Pdflthe figures do not correspond, or if any
of the members of the Counting Team requests aunécthe First Counter is obliged to
restart the count of the unused ballot papers agee;

¢) The First Counter counts the spoiled ballotgpapand, at the conclusion of the
counting, makes the figure known to the Countin@griemembers and the observers of
electoral subjects. The secretary of the CountieanT compares the declared figure with that
recorded in the Record of the Closing of the Pdflthe figures do not correspond, or if any
of the members of the Counting Team requests aunécthe First Counter is required to
restart the count of the spoiled ballot papers @gyzen;

d) The First Counter counts the voters who havwed/according to the signatures on
the voter list, including those in accordance vaitticle 55 of this Code and, at the conclusion
of the count, makes the figure known to the membétee Counting Team. The secretary of
the Counting Team compares the declared figure thigth recorded in the Record of the
Closing of the Polls. If the figures do not corresg@, or if any of the members of the
Counting Team requests a recount, the First Coumtasliged to restart once again the count
of the voters who have voted;

dh) The First Counter, based on the comparisdheferified figures, calculates and
declares the number of ballot papers used, whiclelived from the difference between the
total number of ballot papers according to the Read the Closing of the Polls and the
number of unused ballot papers. The secretary efCbunting Team verifies the declared
figure against the one recorded in the Record ®flosing of the Polls.

4. After the verification has been completed, thestFCounter of the Counting Team
closes the box of the voting materials with seal® wecurity codes, leaving the Record of
the Closing of the Polls outside the box. Ebee&etaryf the Counting Team notes the numbers
of the codes in the Record of the Counting TeanClosing the Box with Voting Materials.
The box with voting materials is placed again by @AEZ table.

5. Afterwards, the First Counter places the bdlmt with the ballot papers on the table
and opens it by breaking the seals with the sgcuadtles. In the case of local elections, the
ballot box for the political parties and/or eleetiotoalitions is opened only after the counting
and evaluation procedures for the candidates fgonseof local government units have been
completed and this box has been closed. The Fashtér and the members of the Counting
Team take the ballot papers and the envelope \WwihRecord of Sealing out of the box,
unfold the ballot papers and place them on theetalith the reverse side of the sheet facing
up. The stacked ballot papers are counted by tis Eounter, who, at the conclusion of the
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count, makes the figure known to the members ofGbenting Team and the observers of
electoral subjects. The declared figure is checligdinst the figure that represents the
difference between the number of used ballot papedsthe number of spoiled ballot papers.
If the figures do not correspond or if any of thembers of the Counting Team requests a
recount, the First Counter is required to restatdount of the ballot papers once again.

6. If inaccuracies or irregularities are identifig@sl a result of the verification conducted in
accordance with this article, then the Countingm @& any of the observers of the electoral
subjects who identify these inaccuracies or irraguks immediately notifies the CEAZ
about the discrepancies. The notification is maglealsing one’s hand and without moving
from one’s place. Raising a hand suspends anyefugéttion of the Counting Team until the
CEAZ has been informed of the issue and has veriiie If the CEAZ confirms the
inaccuracy or the irregularity, it reflects it imet Record of Findings. Only after recording the
inaccuracy or irregularity in the Record of Findsndpes the CEAZ make a decision for the
Counting Team to continue the vote counting procesluThe Counting Team is to be
informed immediately about the decision of the CEAZ

Article 117
Types of votes and criteria for evaluating a vote

1. Ballot papers are to be divided into valid amehlid votes.

2. Only ballot papers on which a vote clearly hasrbcast for only one of the electoral
subjects or for a political party that is a membka coalition on the respective ballot paper
are valid votes.

3. Invalid votes are ballot papers where:

a) the ballot paper does not have the same siteurcor format as the ballot paper
approved by the CEC,;

b) the stamps provided in article 103 of this Cadeemissing from the ballot paper;

C) notations or signs have been made on the hadloer that make the evaluation of the
vote impossible;

¢) notations in favour or in disfavour of certaieatoral subjects have been made to the
ballot paper;

d) there is a vote for more than one of the etatubjects on the ballot paper;

dh) no electoral subject is voted for on the bgtaper;

e) it is not clear for whom the vote has been aast;

€) the voter has voted for a person or a subjaettishnot on the ballot paper.

Article 118
Evaluation of votes
1. The evaluation of votes begins immediatelyratte completion of the counting of
ballot papers. The First Counter of the Countingnieinfolds completely every ballot paper
and evaluates it aloud, while acting in this order:

a) he determines whether the ballot paper hasahee size, shape and colour as the
ballot paper approved by the CEC; if not, he evalsishe vote as invalid;

b) he determines whether the ballot paper cathiestamp of the VCC and the stamp
of the VCC chairman; if not, he evaluates the \asténvalid;

c) he determines whether any of the other reafmmdeclaring the vote invalid, as
described in letters (c) to (€) of article 117 li&tCode, exists; if one of these reasons exists,
he evaluates the vote as invalid.

2. If none of the circumstances described in pdinf this article applies, the First
Counter of the Counting Team gives his evaluatiot tnen proposes for the evaluation of
other members for which political party or candel&br the vote has been cast. The First
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Counter is obliged to show the ballot papers tontleenbers of the Counting Team, as well as
to make possible the reading of the ballot papethkeyrecording camera in accordance with
point 4 of article 94 of this Code.

If the members of the Counting Team and observérthe electoral subjects at the
counting agree with the First Counter’s evaluatithve, ballot paper is categorised according
to the evaluation and the First Counter proceedls thie next ballot paper.

If any of the members of the Counting Team or ainthe observers of electoral subjects
at the count, does not agree with the First Coisesaluation, the latter places the contested
ballot paper in a special place designated foresiat ballot papers and proceeds with the
next ballot paper.

3. Ballot papers, in accordance with the evaluatiescribed in point 1 of this article, are
to be divided on the work table into specific amgharate places in groupings of votes for
each electoral subject, invalid votes and contesgtaes. In the case of coalitions, the valid
votes for each member party of the coalition amiped separately and near each other, thus
identifying the votes for each of the member partéthe coalition.

4. At the end of counting for each ballot box, tBeunting Team re-evaluates the
contested ballot papers in accordance with the faragraph of point 2 of this article.

If, even after the re-evaluation, there are sthtested ballot papers, the First Counter or
each member calls the CEAZ for the evaluation efdbntested votes of that box. The CEAZ
immediately makes an evaluation of each of theexiat ballot papers and takes a decision
on it. The result declared by the CEAZ is notedh@a record book of CEAZ and is included
in the respective table of results of the VC whichrepared by the Counting Team.

5. For each contested ballot paper, the First Gowftthe Counting Team notes clearly
on its reverse side the reasons for contesting it.

For contested votes, a special official record eptk in accordance with a form
determined by a decision of the CEC, in which titalthumber of contested ballot papers for
the respective VC is reflected. Upon the tabulatbrthe result according to article 119 of
this Code, the contested ballot papers and theecéigp official record are enclosed in the
“CONTESTED BALLOTS” envelope.

6. After the counting and evaluation of the votesoading to this article, for each box
with ballot papers, the First Counter counts théesdor each electoral subject, starting
according to the order of the subjects on the balper. After each count, he makes the
figure known to the Counting Team members and genkers of electoral subjects. If any of
the members of the Counting Team requests it, ite¢ €Eounter is required to restart once
again the vote count for that electoral subject.

If there are still objections after this secondrpthe First Counter of the Counting Team
or the objecting member informs the CEAZ by raidmgyhand. Raising one’s hand suspends
any further action of the Counting Team until aisien has been made by the CEAZ. The
CEAZ counts on the spot the contested votes foeldetoral subject and orders the Counting
Team to record the figure decided by it in theeaddfl results for that Voting Centre.

Article 119
Tabulation and issuance of the election result byhe Counting Team

1. At the conclusion of the procedure establishedrticle 118 of this Code, the First
Counter together with the other members of the @opgimTeam completes the table of results
for that Voting Centre according to the templatespribed by the CEC.

2. The original table of voting results accordiogpoint 1 of this article, including the
contestations, if any, by a member of the Counliegm, is to be delivered immediately in
person to the CEAZ by the Counting Team. A copyhef table of results is given to each
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member of the Counting Team and to the observerseatoral subjects. One copy is sent
immediately to the CEC by electronic means.

3. After the completion of the procedures specifigdpoints 1 and 2 of this article, the
ballot papers are enclosed in separate envelopesadh electoral subject, with the exception
of the contested ballot papers, whereas the invalids are enclosed in the envelope with the
notation “INVALID VOTES". The envelopes with the k@ papers for the electoral subjects,
the envelope with the invalid ballot papers, theetope with the contested ballot papers and
the envelope with the Record of Sealing are endlas¢he ballot box. The box is sealed with
seals with new security codes. The numbers of thle are recorded in the table of results.

After that, in the case of local elections, the lagain is placed near the table of the
Counting Team and the box with the ballot papersth@ political parties or electoral
coalitions is taken. In the case of local governiredactions, for the ballot boxes with the
ballot papers for the political parties or electa@alitions, the Counting Team performs the
same actions specified by articles 116-119 of @ude.

4. Only after it has sent the processed boxesatadisignated place inside the room of the
Ballot Counting Centre and has handed over to tBAZthe respective table of results for
the counted voting centre, does the Counting Teaka the ballot boxes with the ballot
papers and the voting material of the next votiewgtie from the stack of the ballot boxes.

Article 120
The order of counting for local government electios
1. In case of local government elections, the CEplates the boxes in groups by local
government unit.
2. The counting process in accordance with thisp@heastarts with the local government
unit with the largest number of voters and conttue descending order. The CEC
determines by decision the order of the countirug@ss for each CEAZ.

Article 121
Persons present during the vote counting process

1. Only the members and secretary of the CEAZ ntleenbers of the Counting Teams,
the candidates, observers of the electoral subjetker accredited observers, accredited
media representatives, as well as the technicalopeel authorized by the CEC for the
maintenance of the camera system, are to be prdaang the vote counting process at the
Ballot Counting Centre.

2. The CEAZ takes measures and is responsibledtoallowing persons other than those
specified in point 1 of this article in the BallGbunting Centre. When persons other than
those according to point 1 of this article are présthe CEAZ immediately notifies the State
Police officers through a decision and the casee¢®rded in the CEAZ Meeting Record
Book, including the precise time of arrival and depre of the State Police officers.

Article 122
Tabulation and issuance of the Aggregate Table ohé Elections Result
by the CEAZ

1. The Aggregate Table of Elections Result for riéspective Electoral Administration
Zone is to be issued by the CEAZ no later thal! @7the day following the elections.

2. Immediately after the completion of the coumtaiccordance with the procedures
provided in articles 116-119 of this Code, the CEé@mpletes the Aggregate Table of
Elections Results for the zone it administers, ol the results of each subject for each
voting centre are reflected based on the origiallies of results of each voting centre filled
in by the Counting Teams.
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3. The Aggregate Table of Elections Results of5AZ is approved by a CEAZ decision.
If this is not the case, actions are to be in ataoce with point 5 of article 35 of this Code.
One copy of the Aggregate Table of Results antheftables of results of each voting centre
is immediately sent to the CEC, including electcameans of communication.

4. Copies of the Aggregate Table of Elections Resafl the EAZ, of tables of results of
the voting centres and copies of the Records alifRgs are given to the members of CEAZ
and to the observers of electoral subjects, whetiegis originals, stamps and any other
voting materials are handed over to the CEC.

5. In the case of local elections, the CEAZ appsdvg decision the tables of results for
each local government unit, in accordance withsdn@e criteria and procedures described in
this article. The decision may be appealed in caanpé with the procedures provided in Part
X of this Code.

6. For the election of the mayor and the municgmlncil of the municipality of Tirana,
the CEAZ approves the Aggregate Table of Resultth@fVoting Centres belonging to the
respective borough. The original copy of the AgagtegTable of Results and the Tables of
Results for each voting centre are immediately senthe CEC to tabulate the result in
accordance with article 123 of this Code.

Article 123
Tabulation and issuance of results by the CEC

1. The CEC tabulates the results of the vote feralectoral zone based on the tables of
results tabulated by each CEAZ of a respectivet@laczone. For this, the CEC fills in the
Aggregate Table of the Results for the ElectoraleZand approves it by a decision taken not
later than 48 hours from the arrival of all thelésbof the Electoral Zone. If during the
calculation of the table, the CEC, upon its owrtiative or upon request of the parties,
notices discrepancies between the figures of tlyeeagte table and the tables of results of
the voting centres, it takes a decision on the a@drof the Aggregate Table of the Result
with the corrected figures, based on the origioalhe tables of the voting centres. One copy
of the decision on the approval of the Aggregateld af the Result for the Electoral Zone is
given to all electoral subjects that participatadthe elections of the respective electoral
zone.

2. The decision on the approval of the Aggregatelelaf the Elections Result can be
appealed to the CEC, in accordance with the praesdarovided in Part X of this Code.

3. The decision of the CEAZ on the approval of Aggregate Table of Elections Result
of the EAZ, any decision taken by the CEAZ durihg teceiving of the electoral material
and documentation from the VCCs, as well as dutiveg counting and tabulation of the
voting result, are interim decisions and can becajgul to the CEC together with the appeal
against the decision of the CEC on the approvahefAggregate Table of the Result of the
Electoral Zone taken in accordance with point thaf article.
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PART X

ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS OF THE DECISIONS OF
ELECTION COMMISSIONS

Article 124
The right to appeal

1. Any political party, whether or not a member afcoalition, and any candidate
proposed by the voters, have the right to appedaheoCEC against CEAZ decisions that
damage their legal interests within three daysr dfte date on which the decision has been
declared. An appeal against a decision of the GIk€nt pursuant to article 123 of this Code
can be made to the CEC as well not later than 8 ttayn the declaration of the decision.

2. The right to appeal according to this articleaiso granted to those individuals or
political parties whose requests for registeringaslectoral subject have been refused, and
to those subjects referred to in article 6 of thale appealing against the refusal of requests
for accreditation as observers, when the accreahtadf the observers is delegated to the
CEAZs. The CEC decisions for the registration ofesettoral subject or refusing to register
it, taken in accordance with Chapter I, Part Xtlog Code, can be appealed to the Electoral
College in accordance with the procedures of tiiapger.

3. During the examination of the submitted appesjuests, the CEC examines the
entirety of the problems arising, including the ahdation of elections in specific voting
centres, without being restricted to the objectthed request for appeal submitted by the
electoral subject.

Article 125
Calculation of time limits

1. The time limits that are stated in hours in {hast are calculated by excluding the hour
in which the right to appeal or the administratl@igation arises. Whenever the time limits
in this Code are calculated in hours, the admigiste organ appointed by this Code is
required to mark in an administrative act the hoben the act was declared. Otherwise, the
time limit is calculated beginning at%of the following day.

2. The time limits that in this part are statedlays are calculated by excluding the day
on which the right to appeal or the administrabbdigation arises.

3. If the end of a time limit according to pointo? this article falls outside the official
working hours determined in the CEC decision, ttienrunning of the time is suspended at
the close of the official working hours and resuraethe starting time of the official working
hours of the following day.

4. If the end of the time limits falls on days est or on an official holiday, the time limit
resumes on the next working day.

5. For time limits for appeals according to thistptne time they begin may not be reset.

6. For the purposes of this article, if not othemsvidecided by the CEC, the official
working hours are to be calculated frofff 8ntil 16°°, and Saturdays and Sundays are to be
days of rest.

Article 126

Form and content of an appeal against decisions afCEAZ
and decision of the CEC for the declaration of thelection result
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1. An electoral appeal against decisions of a ClBAZgainst the decision of the CEC in
accordance with article 123 of this Code are tosblemitted in the form of a request for
appeal and must contain the following elements:

a) the full name of the electoral subject makingappeal and his address;

b) reference to the decision appealed;

c) the legal basis;

¢) a short description of the violation claimed;

d) a description of facts, arguments and legal igions supporting the appeal;

dh) an indication of the evidence requested toxsmneed during the process of the
review of the appeal, as well as its source; and

e) the date and the signature of the appellant.

A request for the invalidation of elections con&ito the extent possible, the elements
provided in this point.

2. The appellant electoral subject must deposietteer with the request for appeal, the
full decision against which the request for appsdleing made, except for a case when the
CEAZ fails to make a decision.

Article 127
Registration of requests for appeal by the CEC

1. Requests for appeals are to be deposited atahdquarters of the CEC. The CEC
creates and keeps a special register for the ratyst of requests for appeal. The Register of
Electoral Appeals is valid only for ongoing eleci$o

2. The Register of Electoral Appeals contains:

a) the ordinal number of the request for appeal,

b) the date and hour the appeal was submitted;

c) the appealing subject;

¢) the object of the appeal;

d) the number and type of documents attached tcetingest for appeal.

3. After notations have been made in the regidtex, appealing subject receives a
verification from the CEC, which is evidence of thaivery and the receipt of the request for
appeal.

4. The CEC may not refuse for any reason to receqdests for appeal.

Article 128
Register of electoral appeals
The Register of Appeals is valid only for ongoirlgotions. The register of requests for
appeals for the ongoing elections is to be stamtethter than 24 hours from the declaration
of the final result of the previous elections. Resps for appeals related to partial elections
that are conducted between two general electianalao recorded in this register.

Article 129
Verification of completion of the form and contentof the request for appeal

1. For each request for appeal recorded, the CE@rkges by lot one of its members as
a rapporteur. The rapporteur verifies the existeidbe formal elements according to article
126 of this Code, in addition to elements stipwate article 130 of this Code. The
verification result is reported at a CEC meetinglater than 24 hours from the moment the
request for appeal has been recorded.

2. The rules for drawing the lot to appoint a rapgar according to point 1 of this article
are established by a CEC decision.

3. The CEC performs the preliminary verificationtlo¢ request for appeal and decides:
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a) to accept the request for review;

b) not to accept the request due to a lack of lim@ents stipulated in article 130 of this
Code; or

c) to send back the request for completion of trenél elements stipulated in article
126 of this Code.

4. In the case provided in letter (c) of point 3tk article, the appellant is to complete
the request and resubmit it within 24 hours from toment this decision is announced. The
request for appeal may be sent back for completioy once. The second verification of the
request for appeal is to be completed within 24r&i@fi its resubmission.

Article 130
Object of preliminary verification
The CEC makes a decision on whether or not to adbeprequest for appeal after it
verifies the following elements:

a) the competency of the CEC to examine the appeal;

b) the appellant’s standing; and

C) the respect of the legal time limits for an appeal
Article 131

Content of the decision to accept for review the mest for appeal
1. In the decision to accept for review a requestppeal, the CEC must specify the date
and hour of the examination of the case in a pw#&sion. The decision is to be posted for
the public at the entrance of the CEC headquanegter than two hours after it has been
made.
2. The review hearing is to take place no earhant24 hours and no later than 48 hours
from the date the decision to accept the requesblan announced.

Article 132
Joining requests for appeal

1. The CEC, prior to or during the examination afeguest for appeal, has the right to
decide to examine it jointly with one or more othequests for appeal submitted by various
subjects against the same decision of the CEAAthe case may be, of the CEC, taken in
accordance with article 123. Requests for appeal ate joined when two or more subjects
request the invalidation of elections in the sameeteral zone. The CEC decides to join the
requests for appeal when it considers that themt jexamination facilitates the review
process, or when the separate review of each ofetingests for appeal would prejudice the
object of the other appeals.

2. When requests for appeal are submitted to th€ @IE the same electoral zone and
when at least one of them has as its object thalidity of elections in accordance with
article 160 of this Code, the CEC examines firg tbquest for appeal with the object of
invalidating the elections. The time limits for tteamination of requests for appeal objecting
to a CEAZ decision are suspended until the datkeannouncement of the CEC decision on
the invalidation.

3. The CEC decision to join requests for appealfisal decision.

4. The CEC decision to join requests for appepbisted for the public at the entrance of
the CEC headquarters no later than two hours iafieis been reached.
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Article 133
Parties to the administrative review

1. In the CEC’s examination of an appeal, only ftilowing have the right to take part
by submitting a request, making and refuting claiasswell as submitting evidence:

a) the appellant;

b) an interested party. An interested party is alegtoral subject whose rights and
legitimate interests, be they individual or colieet are or could be violated by a decision
that may be made at the conclusion of the admatigé procedure.

2. An interested party is to file a request toipgrate in an administrative review no later
than the time set for holding the session. Filimg tequest beyond this time limit leads to the
rejection of the request.

3. The acceptance of a party as an interested paaly administrative procedure is to be
made by a decision of the CEC at the beginnindnefrespective session and after verifying
the participation of the other parties.

4. The parties are entitled to be represented duhie administrative procedure by their
authorized representatives or by making a dectarati the plenary session. The electoral
subjects represented at the CEC, as a rule, aresesied by their accredited representatives
to the CEC.

Article 134
Administrative review

1. The administrative review of a request for actral appeal is performed by the CEC
in a plenary session.

2. The Chairman of the CEC chairs the plenary sassi

3. The time frames for performing the administratinvestigative actions are established
by the CEC in consultation with the parties.

4. The review of a request for appeal in frontled CEC is done orally, but the parties
may present their explanations and claims aboutdke in writing.

5. During the examination of a request for appaataff member appointed by the CEC
keeps the official records, and, to the extent iptessan audio and/or video recording of the
session is made. The explanations of the parteeswanmarized in the official record and the
evidence received as well as orders and internmeedetisions of the CEC are fully reflected.

Article 135
The opening of the session for the review of a regst for appeal
1. On the day and at the hour designated, théepagive notice of their presence to the
secretariat specifically established by the CEC.
2. Before the session begins, the administratioitn@fCEC summons the parties or their
representatives and invites them to take theirgteded places.
3. After the examination session has been declaped, the procedural standing of the
parties is verified in accordance with article I83his Code.
4. If one or several of the parties do not appeathe day and at the hour designated, the
session is held regardless of their participation.
5. Before the parties present their claims, the CEC
a) accepts or rejects the individual statementh®iCEC members on the existence of
conflicts of interests according to point 3 of @eil7 of this Code;
b) decides on the requests of the parties conagethanexclusion of CEC members due
to the existence of a conflict of interests in ademce with point 4 of article 17 of this Code;
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c) decides on the requests of the parties or ofapporteur for the CEC not to review
the case because of a lack of competence on thefptne CEC or because of the expiry of
the time limit for an appeal.

6. After it has made a decision on the prelimin@aguests of the parties, and if these do
not lead to the dismissal of the administrativaeey the CEC reviews and decides the case
on its merits without interrupting the session. Tdession is interrupted only when the
acquisition of evidence from third parties is n&cey.

Article 136
The submission of claims and the request for evider

1. At the conclusion of the actions specified iticke 135 of this Code, the CEC invites

the parties to submit their claims and:

a) to provide explanations about the requests pean the appeal;

b) to demonstrate the facts and evidence on wilhelr tlaims rest; the types of the
evidence are provided in the Code of Civil Procedand

C) to request the acquisition of evidence to priaats, if the preliminary provision of
this evidence was impossible for them, while subngtat the same time the reasons why it
was not possible for them to secure this evidence.

2. After the submission of the claims of the pwtithe CEC, at the request of each of
them or on its own initiative, may decide to reeenther evidence when it considers that
receiving it is useful for reaching a judgement.

3. Upon the request of two of its members, the G&Gbliged to receive the evidence
requested by the two members who have submittedrefaest. The request may be
submitted in writing or verbally during the pubsession of the examination of the appeal.

4. The CEC may refuse a request of the appellarf dhe interested party to obtain
evidence under letter (c) of point 1 and point 2tte article only if it considers that the
evidence does not serve the purpose of provindatts claimed. The CEC’s reasoning for
refusing to receive evidence is to be given in itlataits final decision. The CEC may not
refuse a request for evidence made in accordartbepeint 3 of this article.

5. The submission of the claims of the parties tegvith the appellant and continues
with the interested parties, in the order decidgdhe CEC Chairman. This order is retained
during the entire proceeding.

6. Regardless of the specifications made in thisley when the CEC assesses that a fact,
circumstance or event has occurred, it is accepge@vidence regardless of it not being
recorded in any electoral document.

Article 137
Obligation for other organs to make evidence availale

1. The CEC requests that other organs of public imdtration make available
information, documents or any other evidence reguior considered necessary for the
administrative investigation.

2. Organs of public administration are requiredntike evidence available, in accordance
with point 1 of this article, upon receiving thejuest from the CEC and within the time limit
established in it.

3. If the public administration organ refuses, withlegal reasons, to fulfil the request or
does not fulfil it within the time limit, the CEGn accordance with article 172 of this Code,
fines or, as appropriate, files criminal chargesiagt the persons responsible as provided in
article 4 of this Code.

Ixxv



Article 138
Examination of election materials

1. For purposes of an administrative investigatitve, CEC, when it has accepted the
request of the parties or upon the request of tivdisomembers in accordance with the
provisions of point 3 of article 136 of this Codeamines documents and election materials
that are inside the box of election materials anbadlot boxes and the ballot papers, as well
as any other election documentation or materialseMthe election materials are inside the
boxes with security seals, their opening and rasgas to be performed according to the
procedures provided by this Code for the openindy@dosing of the boxes, by showing and
recording the codes with which the respective batessealed by the CEAZ, as well as the
numbers with which they are re-sealed.

2. The examination of the election materials ifqrened in the presence of the parties
and the public. After the examination of the el@etdocuments and/or materials, the parties
have the right to present their assessments aimdsclahe evidence found is recorded in the
official record of the CEC meeting.

3. When the CEC, upon the request of parties atsoown initiative, finds that a recount
and/or re-evaluation of certain ballots is neededrder to make a decision, it conducts, in
the presence of the parties, a recount and/or evakration of the votes and reflects the
conclusion in the official record of the CEC megtiand in its respective decision. If the
request for the recount and/or re-evaluation ofatervotes is made by two of its members,
the CEC is required to perform the recount andéegvaluation of the requested votes.

4. In case of ballot boxes found to be “IRREGULARDBES” by the CEAZ in
accordance with article 115 of this Code, the CE®hliged to conduct an administrative
investigation. The investigation is not limited prib an external examination of the box by
evaluating the entire facts and circumstancestthee led to the evaluation of the box as an
“IRREGULAR BOX”, but also whether such irregulagis have affected the electoral
material. If the CEC, upon its own initiative orampthe request of the electoral subject, takes
a decision that they are regular boxes, the CE@nas the initial counting of the ballots in
these boxes.

5. The CEC decisions taken in accordance with pathtand 4 of this article may be
appealed together with the decision of the CEC.

Article 139
Universally known facts and expert testimony

1. In addition to facts known to the CEC due to fiigctions, there is no need for
verification concerning universally known facts. rilig the administrative investigation of a
case, the CEC confirms during the hearing its kedgé of and plans to consider these facts
during the review of the case.

2. When special knowledge in scientific or techhfedds is needed for the ascertainment
or clarification of facts related to the review refquests for appeal, the CEC may summon
one or more experts.

Article 140
Rebuttals of evidence
1. The parties in an administrative review are tlati to submit their rebuttals to
challenge:
a) the method of obtaining the evidence submitiedther parties;
b) the facts shown by this evidence; or
c) the veracity and reliability of the facts tlaa& shown by this evidence.

Ixxvi



2. In support of these rebuttals, the parties haeeright to submit other evidence in
addition to that required in accordance with aetitB6 of this Code.

Article 141
The closing of the administrative investigation
1. After the conclusion of the administrative intgation, the CEC asks the parties
whether they have any additional requests or ecelémat is useful for the review of the case
and, if these are not accepted, the CEC ends tineedrative investigation and invites the
parties to present their closing arguments.
2. The CEC decides, case by case, whether theepanill present their closing
arguments verbally or in writing.
Article 142
Withdrawal of claims or their renunciation
The appellant has the right to renounce a requastappeal at any stage of its
examination. In this case, the CEC decides to disitie case. After this, the appellant may
not re-submit the appeal for which the dismissdhefcase was decided.

Article 143
The type of decisions the CEC makes after examinirgppeals and time limits

1. At the conclusion of the review of the requestdppeal, the CEC decides, as the case

may require:

a) to dismiss the review;

b) to uphold the CEAZ decision;

c) to amend the CEAZ decision;

¢) to declare the elections invalid in one or salveoting centres of the electoral zone
or in the entire electoral unit;

d) to uphold or amend the decision on approvingApgregate Table of the Elections
Result in accordance with article 123 of this Code.

2. Regardless of what the appellant has requestied appeal, the CEC makes a decision
according to one of the cases provided in poirtthis article.

3. No later than 10 days from the date the respe@ppeal is recorded, the CEC is to
take a final decision concerning an appeal ag#mestecision on the approval of the table of
the election result. In any other case, the CE iske a decision no later than 2 days from
the date the request for appeal was submitted.

4. In cases when requests for appeals are joiimed,limits shall be calculated from the
date when the last request for appeal was recorded.

Article 144
Content of CEC decisions
1. A CEC decision is always to be in writing.
2. CEC decisions pertaining to electoral appeatsiso of:
a) the parties participating in the administratieeiew;
b) the requests of each party;
c) an indication of any evidence taken under reyiew
¢) an explanation of circumstances and facts tha¢ lemerged from this evidence;
d) a legal analysis of the case; and
dh) the part providing an order.
3. A CEC decision is to contain the number, datesespectively the hour, when it is
declared, as well as the signatures of the CEC resribgether with the declaration of their
vote.
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4. A decision is to be accompanied by the dissgntinion or the concurring opinion
signed by the members who support it.

5. A decision also contains the explanation of rilgat of the parties to make a court
appeal against the decision, as well as the timislifor appeals.

6. In no case is the CEC to issue decisions thaiod@ontain all the elements mentioned
in this article.

PART XI

COURT APPEALS AGAINST CEC DECISIONS
AND INVALIDATION OF ELECTIONS

CHAPTER |

COURT APPEALS AGAINST CEC DECISIONS

Article 145
The right to submit an appeal to court

1. Electoral subjects have the right to submit afpegainst CEC decisions to the
Electoral College of the Court of Appeals in Tiramhen these decisions affect their legal
interests within the time limit established in aei 152 of this Code. Individuals or political
parties whose request to be registered as an edestject have been rejected also have the
right to appeal according to this article.

2. Electoral subjects have the right to file anegdpnith the Electoral College for the
CEC failing to make a decision by the legal deadlin this case, the Electoral College does
not judge the merits of the case and, when it asdbe request, compels the CEC to make a
decision. This rule does not apply to CEC decistoneject a request for appeal, in relation
to decisions taken in compliance with letters (i), (c) and (¢) of article 24 of this Code.

3. Subjects mentioned in article 6 of this Code wWiave been refused a request for
accreditation as observers also have a right teeapaccording to this article. In case
accreditation of observers has been delegated &Z€Ehen the right to appeal according to
this point begins with an administrative appeai@sordance with article 124 of this Code.

Article 146
Composition of the Electoral College of the Court bAppeals in Tirana

1. The Electoral College of the Court of AppealsTirana shall consist of eight judges
selected by a drawing of lots conducted by the Highncil of Justice.

2. The names of all judges of all appellate cooftshe Republic of Albania, with the
exception of judges specified in article 148 o&t@iode, are to be included in the drawing of
lots conducted by the High Council of Justice tecethe eight judges who constitute the
Electoral College of the Court of Appeals in Tirana

3. The drawing of lots to select the eight judgéthe Electoral College of the Court of
Appeals in Tirana is to be conducted no later tinandays after a decree setting the date of
elections to the Assembly. The High Council of ibespublicly announces and publishes in
at least the three newspapers with the highestlaiton no later than 48 hours after the
decree has been issued, the date, time, and Iocahiere the lots will be drawn, and send to
the two parliamentary parties of the majority ahd two parliamentary parties of opposition
that hold respectively the highest numbers of seatee Assembly, the list of judges to be
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included in the lottery. The drawing of lots islie conducted in the presence of the public,
representatives of political parties, coalitionsl #me media. The process is to be conducted
by drawing the names of eight judges from a lotteoy. Prior to the drawing, the persons
who are present are to be given the opportunitygpect the lottery box and the names of
judges that are placed in it. After the inspectigight names are to be drawn from the lottery
box. Each of the representatives of two parliammgnparties of the majority and two
parliamentary parties of the opposition holdingoexgively the highest numbers of seats in
the Assembly has the right to reject one name anmiom@ight names drawn from the lottery
box. None of the other parties has the right tecbjThe procedure for the removal of names
is secret. The request for removal contains orgyrntime of the judge, without specifying the
reasons for removal. Within an hour from the fidsawing of lots, the High Council of
Justice, after acknowledging the cases of remaaaiducts a second drawing of names from
the lottery box in order to replace the names readdwy the political party representatives.
The remaining eight names constitute the EleciOadlege of the Court of Appeals in Tirana
and are seconded office by the High Council of Justice immediateliyea the drawing of
lots.

4. Within 24 hours of their selection by lot, thgtg judges of the Electoral College of
the Court of Appeals in Tirana take an oath ingresence of the High Council of Justice and
administered by the President of the Republic ipudlic ceremony. The oath has the
following content “I do solemnly swear that | shall respect, | shi defend, and | shall
obey the Constitution and laws of the Republic of Bania, that | shall respect the rights
and freedoms of citizens, and | shall fulfil my duies. | swear that | shall discharge my
duties to the best of my ability and in an impartid and just manner, and without
favouring any person or party”.

5. The Court of Appeals of Tirana is to providefisignt working space, supplies, and
personnel to the Electoral College to enable itptaform its duties in a timely and
professional manner.

Article 147
The term of office and sessions of the Electoral Gege

1. The Electoral College of the Court of AppealsTiana exercises its functions during
the whole duration of a legislature of the Assemiggulting from elections for which the
drawing of lots was conducted and it functionsdibikind of elections.

2. The inaugural meeting of the College takes plau@ediately after the oath and is
summoned by the Deputy Chair of the High Councilasdtice no later than 45 days before
the elections. The College remains in session timtilend of the adjudication of appeals or
until the expiry of the time limits for appeal fibrose elections.

3. The College is re-summoned by the Deputy Chairofahe High Council of Justice
no later than 48 hours after the decree settingléte for partial elections and for referenda.
The College remains in session until the end ofaitfjadication of appeals or until the expiry
of the time limits for appeal for those elections.

4. The College is re-summoned upon request of tharf the Court of Appeals of
Tirana, every time an appeal against a CEC decisidifed with this court outside the time
periods provided by points 2 and 3 of this article.

Article 148
Criteria for exclusion of judges from the drawing d lots
Judges against whom:
a) criminal proceedings are underway;
b) a disciplinary measure is in force;
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c) disciplinary proceedings have been initiated
are not included in the drawing of lots conductecbading to article 146 of this Code

Article 149
Immunity of the judges of the Electoral College

1. A judge of the Electoral College cannot be stibfje disciplinary proceedings during
the entire term for which the College is constituite

2. During this period, judges of the Electoral @g# of the Court of Appeals in Tirana
cannot be removed from the office of judge for oeasprovided by article 32 of Law no.
9877, dated 18 February 2008, “On the organizatiaie judicial power in the Republic of
Albania”, as well as for professional shortcomingleey cannot be given the performance
evaluation of “incapable”.

Article 150
Invalidity of secondment

1. The secondment of judges to the Electoral Cellegnvalid if they have been included
in the drawing of lots in violation of the condmti® provided by article 146 of this Code.

2. The invalidity of the secondment constitutesugias for the exclusion of the judge
from the adjudication of electoral disputes.

Article 151
Excluding a judge from hearing a case

1. The parties of a case before the Electoral Gellaave the right to request the
exclusion of any of the judges of the Electorall€ge from adjudicating a case.

2. An exclusion takes place if it turns out tha thdge has any interests in the case, has
been an employer, employee, advisor, representativatorney of any of the parties, has
family relations or a close relation by marriageatoy of the parties or it turns out that he
cannot fulfil his task impatrtially, fairly and witlut favouring any of the parties.

3. The exclusion of the judge from adjudicatingeasec is performed by the Electoral
College. All judges of the Electoral College decidgether on the validity of a challenge to
any of the judges.

4. The appellant is to submit the request for ekdlg a judge along with the appeal
according to article 153 of this Code, while inttegl parties are to submit it within two days
of the receipt of the notification according ta@g 154 of this Code.

5. The request for exclusion is to contain the gigeeason for which it is not suitable
for a certain judge of the Electoral College touaijate the appeal.

6. A request for excluding a judge submitted beytra time limits and procedures of
this article shall not be taken into consideration.

Article 152
The time limit for a court appeal

1. Appeals according to this Code are to be subtitd the Court of Appeals in Tirana,
which forwards them to the Electoral College.

2. An appeal against all CEC decisions made duhegperiod that starts 48 hours after
the issuance of the decree for partial or genetattiens until the termination of
administrative review of election complaints or iexf time limits for election complaints,
is to be made within 5 days after their declaratibime time limit to appeal to the Electoral
College against decisions that the CEC makes authid period is 30 days.
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Article 153
Form and content of the appeal
1. An appeal is submitted in the form of a cournptaint and must contain:

a) information on the identity of the plaintiff;

b) an indication of the defendant;

c) an indication of the interested parties. Inte@garties are the parties participating
in the administrative review at the CEC;

¢) the object of the request;

d) the legal basis;

dh) a description of the violation alleged and ploénts of the CEC decision to which
the appellant objects; and

e) facts, arguments and legal provisions supppttie appeal.

2. The court complaint is to be filed in as manpies as is the number of parties in the
proceedings and is to be accompanied by a copyeo€EC decision and, as appropriate, by
a request for excluding a judge.

3. The court complaint is recorded upon its subiors

Article 154
Preliminary actions related to the court complaint
1. After recording the court complaint, the Chaimd the Court of Appeals in Tirana
forwards the case to the Electoral College for eration.
2. The Electoral College acquaints itself with twairt complaint no later than 24 hours
after it has been sent, according to point 1 «f &nticle and:
a) makes a decision on the plaintiff's requestxdwede a judge;
b) draws lots for the composition of the judicia@ne! and the rapporteur of the case;
and
C) sets the date and starting time of the judexamination.
3. Immediately after his selection, the rapportparforms the following preliminary
actions:

a) he notifies the parties of the date and timehef judicial examination and the
composition of the judicial panel;

b) when appropriate, he requests, no later thaha24s before the date set for the
judicial examination, that the plaintiff completestcourt complaint;

c) he sends the interested parties copies of thiet complaint and informs them
about their legal right to exclude a judge of tlaagl according to article 151 of this Code.
The interested parties must submit any requesh&exclusion of a judge within 48 hours of
receipt of notification according to letter (a)tbfs point. Requests according to this letter are
to be examined by the Electoral College within 2¢he submission of the request;

¢) in case the CEC has not issued a decision aogpta article 144 of this Code, he
requests that the CEC submits its decision to thetao later than 24 hours prior to the date
set for the judicial examination.

Article 155
Procedures for examining the court complaint
1. During the judicial examination of court compla concerning all procedural actions
that are not regulated by this Code, the Elect@alege applies the rules provided in the
Code of Civil Procedure on the adjudication of sastethe first instance.
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2. The Electoral College judges with a judiciahglconsisting of five judges. The
rapporteur of the case presides over the panel.

Article 156
The rights of the parties at the trial

1. The parties at the judicial examination procegsliconcerning the court complaint
have all the procedural rights provided in the Cofi€ivil Procedure, except when this Code
provides otherwise.

2. The evidence administered by the CEC duringadsiinistrative review is to be
brought by the CEC to the hearing regardless oféfjaests of the parties for this evidence.

3. The absence of one party during the proceedings not constitute an impediment for
the continuation of the adjudication by the EleatdCollege, unless the College decides
otherwise.

Article 157
Time limits for judgement by the Electoral College
1. The Electoral College is to judge and decideaurt complaints within ten days of the
deposit of the complaint.
2. For cases provided in the last sentence oft@iaf article 152 of this Code, the
Electoral College decides within 30 days of thea$#pof the complaint.

Article 158
Types of decisions of the Electoral College
1. Depending on the cases to be examined, thedei€lollege decides:
a) to dismiss the case;
b) to judge the merits of the case; or
c) to compel the CEC to make a decision.

2. The Electoral College decides to dismiss the gdsen it finds that the appeal has been
submitted beyond the time limits stipulated in tli®de, or that the court lacks the
competence to adjudicate it. When the Electoralegel finds that it lacks competence, it
forwards the case to the competent organ.

3. In judging the merits of a case, the Electorall€ge decides on the full or partial
acceptance of the appeal, or on its full or paragction.

4. The Electoral College imposes an obligation be €CEC to make a decision in
compliance with point 2 of article 145 of this Codie this case, the Electoral College sets a
fixed time limit of no longer than ten days for nraka decision.

5. The decision of the Electoral College is findh appeal may be made against it.

6. The Electoral College is required to preparmal transcription of its decision not later
than three days from the day the decision is given.

Article 159
Content of decisions of the Electoral College
1. Decisions of the Electoral College consist ofi@noduction, a descriptive-reasoning
section and a section that includes the court order
2. The introduction of the decision mentions:
a) the court, panel of judges and the secretary;
b) the time and place the decision was announced;
c) the parties, indicating their identity and thaile as plaintiff, defendant, interested
party, as well as their representatives;
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¢) the object of the complaint; and
d) final requests of the parties.
3. The descriptive-reasoning section of the degisientions:
a) the circumstances of the case, as they havefbaed during the proceedings
and the conclusions drawn by the court;
b) the evidence and reasons supporting the deciaial
c) the legal provisions supporting the decision.
4. The section of the decision that includes theatocorder must mentiomter alia:
a) what the court has decided; and
b) when appropriate, who is responsible for tharcoosts.
5. The decision is to be accompanied by the myaqiinion or the concurring opinion
signed by the judges who support it.

CHAPTER I

INVALIDATION AND REPETITION OF ELECTIONS

Article 160
Invalidation of elections in a Voting Centre
1. The CEC, upon its own initiative or on the resfuef electoral subjects, declares
elections invalid in one or more voting centres if:
a) there have been violations of the law;
b) there have been natural disasters of such piopsrthat the participation of the
voters in the vote has been hindered; or
c) voting was not begun or was suspended for mi@ne six hours; and
for any of these causes, the electoral procesbéas affected to such a degree that it
may have impacted the allocation of the seatsaretactoral zone or nationwide.

2. Electoral subjects, within 3 days from the destian of the results by the CEC, or as
the case may be by the CEAZ, have the right toesigfrom the CEC the invalidation of
elections in specific voting centres.

3. A request for the invalidation of elections mumtiude the legal causes, a description
of cases of violation and detailed reasoning oir t@sequences.

4. The examination of the requests is performedidnordance with the procedures
established in Part X of this Code. The CEC, ininigka decision on the invalidity of
elections, may consult with the respective CEAZtHa reasoning of the CEC decision, the
legal causes, the proved cases of violations atallel® reasoning about their consequences
are to be described.

Article 161
Repetition of elections

1. After the completion of the appeals process, latgr than three days from the
tabulation of the result of the electoral zone, @EC, upon its own initiative or on the
request of the subject, announces as invalid ater®the repetition of elections in an entire
electoral zone if the invalidity announced for @yemore voting centres, in accordance with
article 160 of this Code, impacts the allocatiosedts in the electoral zone or nationwide.

2. A case when the number of voters who have votetbuld have voted in the voting
centre or centres declared invalid is equal toreatgr than the number of voters required for
the allocation of one seat in the respective etattmone, based on the calculation of valid
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votes in the electoral zone, performed in accordamith article 162, shall be considered an
impact on the allocation of seats for the AssemBlgr elections of a mayor of a local

government unit, a case when the number of votecemtres declared invalid is greater than
the difference between the two candidates who megeived the highest number of valid

votes shall be considered an impact on the result.

3. In case of a natural disaster, of failure toitbv@gting or of its suspension for more than
six hours, the total number of the voters registarethe voting centre that was declared
invalid is taken into consideration.

4. In case of invalidation for violations of theMaexcept those provided in point 3 of this
article and when the voting process has ended diogpto this Code, the number of the
voters who have voted in the voting centre that waslared invalid is taken into
consideration when determining the impact on tiselte

5. A repetition of the elections is ordered by siane decision of the CEC that declares
them invalid. Elections for local government colmaire not to be repeated.

6. Elections declared invalid and for which the CB&s decided that they are to be
repeated in accordance with this article, are regean the same day for all the electoral
zones where their repetition has been decided. déutsion for determining the date of
repetition of elections is taken by the CEC upan¢bmpletion of the appeals procedures in
accordance with this part or upon the expiry ofldgal time limits for the appeal provided in
this part. The repetition of elections is conduatedl later than 4 weeks from the date of the
decision.

7. An appeal against a CEC decision whether otandéclare elections invalid is made in
accordance with the time limits and proceduresrsttis part.

PART XIi

ALLOCATION OF SEATS

CHAPTER |

SEATS FOR THE ASSEMBLY

Article 162
Calculation of seats of the electoral subjects

1. Not later than 3 days from the completion of @ippeals process against a decision on
the approval of results of the electoral zone eritivalidation of elections in accordance with
this Code, the CEC calculates the allocation otsséar each electoral zone based on the
number of valid votes obtained by the subjectshm ¢lectoral zone. For elections to the
Assembly, parties that run on their own and thatehabtained less than 3 percent and
coalitions that have obtained less than 5 percktiteovalid votes in the respective electoral
zone are excluded from the allocation of seats.

2. The number of valid votes in the electoral ztmveeach subject is divided continuously
by consecutive natural numbers, called denominastasting with the number 1 and ending
with the natural number that corresponds to thebmrmof seats allocated to the respective
electoral zone. The step from one denominator éonéxt is 1. If the quotient obtained
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through the division is a number with a decimal aerder, the nearest whole number is to be
considered as the quotient.

3. When the electoral subject is a candidate pexghby the voters, his votes are divided
only by the denominator 1.

4. The quotients obtained through each divisiosp aicluding the result of point 3 of this
article, are placed on a list ranked from the largguotient to the smallest one, listing
alongside them the subject to which the respedajwetient belongs. If the quotient is a
number with a decimal remainder, the nearest winoleber is to be considered as the
guotient. The ranking of the quotients continues| uhreaches the number of seats to be
allocated in that electoral zone.

5. An electoral subject is allocated the numbese#ts equal to the number of quotients
included in the list specified in point 4 of thidiele. If, for the allocation of the last seat in
the list specified in point 4 of this article, tkeare two or more electoral subjects with the
same quotient, the seat is allocated to the suli@tthas obtained the largest number of
votes and, if they have obtained the same numbegotes, then it is decided by lot among
those subjects. The lot is drawn publicly at theOG& the presence of the interested subjects.

Article 163
Allocation of seats within a coalition

1. Immediately after the completion of the caldolatof the result in accordance with
article 162 of this Code, the CEC calculates ttecation of seats inside coalitions for each
electoral zone, based on the number of valid watas by each member party of the coalition
in the respective electoral zone and on the nurolbeseats won by the coalition in the
respective electoral zone.

2. The number of valid votes for each party is did continuously by odd natural
numbers, called denominators, starting with nunmiband by ending with the natural number
that corresponds to the double of the number ofssaifocated to the respective electoral
zone. If the quotient obtained through the divis®a number with a decimal remainder, the
closest whole number is to be considered the quiotie

3. The quotients obtained through each division @aeed on a list ranked from the
largest quotient to the smallest one, listing asiig them the subject to which the respective
guotient belongs. If the quotient is a number vatldecimal remainder, the nearest whole
number is to be considered as the quotient. Thiingrof the quotients continues until it
reaches the number of seats allocated to the icwsilit the respective electoral zone.

4. A political party is allocated a number of seatpial to the number of quotients
included in the list defined in point 3 of thisiakt. If, for the allocation of the last seat ireth
list defined in point 3 of this article, there d@veo or more subjects with the same quotient,
the seat is allocated to the subject that has rddatihe largest number of votes and, if they
have obtained the same number of votes, therdédgled by lot among those parties. The lot
is drawn publicly at the CEC in the presence ofitierested subjects.

5. Immediately after the completion of the procedufor the allocation of seats to each
political party in accordance with this articleet@EC determines the nominal seats for each
political party based on the list of candidatesadgted in accordance with point 4 of article
67 of this Code, in a descending order, startinghfthe ordinal number one.

6. A party chairman who has been registered on rti@e one list, in accordance with
point 3 of article 67 of this Code, and who has veoseat in more than one electoral zone,
keeps only the seat won in the electoral zone wterevinning list has received the smallest
number of votes, in accordance with the calculatioharticles 162 and 163 of this Code.
The other seats won by the party’s chairman aceatkd to the other candidates who rank
immediately after him on the respective multi-ndise
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7. The allocation of seats for each electoral zameccordance with article 162 and this
article, is approved by a decision. The decisiotaien separately for each electoral zone.
The decision can be appealed to the Electoral @elie accordance with the procedures of
Part XI of this Code by the subjects provided innpd of article 124, including also the
candidates of the multi-name lists.

Article 164
Interruption of a mandate and its substitution

1. The mandate of a deputy won in accordance witbles 162 and 163 of this Code is
interrupted only for the reasons provided in aetigll of the Constitution. Preliminary
individual or collective agreements or declaratibmsvithdraw from a seat do not constitute
reasons for the interruption of the mandate. & ¢hse of letters (a) and (b) of point 2 of
article 71 of the Constitution, the deputy declapslicly, in front of the respective
Assembly committee his refusal to take the oathiwithdrawal from the seat. In this case,
the Assembly, not later than 30 days, notifies @&C of the creation of the vacancy. The
interrupted mandate passes to the next candidatieeolist of the same political party in the
respective electoral zone.

2. The CEC takes a decision to pass the seat toetktecandidate on the list of candidates
registered in accordance with article 67 of thisl€orhe decision is notified to the candidate
and is also published in the Official Journal. Hetnext candidate does not appear in the
Assembly within 30 days from his notification witltcany justified cause, the seat passes to
the next candidate on the list in accordance with grocedure provided in point 1 of this
article. The same procedure continues until theaestion of the list of candidates of the
same political party.

3. If the list of candidates of a political parhat is a member of a coalition is exhausted,
the seat passes to the party of the coalition hlatthe largest quotient. If the interrupted
mandate belongs to a candidate proposed by thesythhe seat passes to the electoral subject
with the largest quotient. If the interrupted maedaelongs to a electoral coalition, the seat is
allocated to the party member of the coalition wtfith largest quotient.

CHAPTER I

ELECTION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANS

Article 165
The system of local elections

1. The mayors of the municipalities or communes, vadl as the councils of
municipalities or communes are elected by a dvet# by the voters with a residence in the
territory of the municipality or commune.

2. The members of the councils of the municipaitte communes are elected on the
basis of the multi-name lists submitted by the tpr@l parties, coalitions or of candidacies
proposed by the voters.

3. Political parties registered as a coalitionha €EC propose only one joint candidate
for a mayor of a municipality or commune.

Article 166
The election of local government organs
1. The candidate who obtains the largest number ofl wadtes of the voters of a local
unit is elected mayor of the respective municigait commune
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2. When two or more candidates obtain an equal erumwbvotes, lots are drawn between
them. The drawing is organized by the CEC in aipud@ssion with the participation of the
candidates. The rules of the drawing are determyettie CEC.

3. The seats of the local councils are allocatethbyCEC on the basis of the proportional

system, in accordance with the same proceduresdaavn articles 162 and 163 of this
Code.

CHAPTER 1lI

DECLARATION OF THE FINAL ELECTION RESULT

Article 167
The final election result
The final result of elections is declared by theQOtot later than 5 days from the date of
the declaration of results for allocation of thatsdor each electoral zone, in accordance with
point 7 of article 163 of this Code, and after flnecedures on appeals provided by this Code
have been completed.

PART Xl

RESPONSIBILITIES AND SANCTIONS

Article 168
Responsibility of persons charged with the adminisation of elections
Members of election commissions and public admmaigtn employees in the service of
these commissions bear criminal and administrdtakality according to the legislation in
effect for violations of the provisions of this Gad

Article 169
Voting more than once
Voting in the same elections more than once canssta criminal offence and is
punishable by fine or up to three months of imprrsent.

Article 170
Abandonment of duty by members of election commissins
Abandoning of duty, without lawful causes, by memsbef election commissions,
members of Counting Teams or observers constitutgsninal offence and is punishable by
fine or imprisonment of between 6 months and 2gear

Article 171
Administrative sanctions
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1. A violation of the provisions of this Code by migers of the election commissions or
by persons charged with duties according to thideCdf it does not constitute a criminal
offence, is punishable by a fine of between ALLO® @nd 90 000.

2. Other violations of the provisions of this Coddien they do not constitute a criminal
offence, are punishable by a fine of between ALQOD and 2 500.

3. The violation of rules provided by articles 3#al1 of this Code, respectively by the
secretary of the CEAZ or of the VCC, is subjecatiine of between ALL 30 000 and 60 000
or imprisonment up to 6 months.

4. Persons charged by this law with the preparatimhapproval of voter lists are subject
to criminal liability under article 186 of the Crimal Code when they include in these lists
false data or when they leave out voters.

5. The violation of other rules and time limits yisted in Part Il of this Code, when it
does not constitute the abuse of duty accordiragtiole 248 of the Criminal Code, is subject
to a fine of between ALL 10 000 and 100 000. Theefis issued by the head of the
institution, it constitutes an executive title daagxecuted by the respective finance office.

Article 172
Sanctions for violations of the principles of the Gde

1. The violation of any one of the general prinegtpecified in articles 3, 4 or 5 of this
Code, in cases when these violations have nottaffethe election result, constitutes an
administrative offence and is punishable by a éhbetween ALL 100 000 and
500 000.

2. The amount of the fine is determined on basith®following circumstances:

a) the risk posed by the violation to the orgatmraand administration of future
elections;

b) the fact whether the perpetrator of the offehae benefited financially from the
violation or, through the violation, has affectdte tallocation of the seat to a candidate,
political party or coalition;

c) the duration and the range of actions thatdatie commitment of the offence;

¢) the fact whether there have been efforts te kix@ violation and the extent of these
efforts;

d) the attitude of the perpetrator of the offefaiwing its detection;

dh) the fact whether officials have taken parthe commitment of the offence or
whether public resources have been used for it;

e) the fact whether the violation has been repeate

&) the fact whether it is has been committed hoperation with others;

f) the potential risk to free, fair, democraticdanansparent elections.

3. Fines, in accordance with point 1 of this agtiere issued by the CEC.

4. Violations, as specified in point 1 of this el when they have had an impact on the
election results, constitute a criminal offence awd punishable by imprisonment of 6
months to 2 years.

Article 173
Sanctions related to campaign financing
1. A violation of the provisions on electoral cangpafinancing by the chief of finance of
a political party is punishable by a fine of betwe¥d_L 50 000 and 100 000.
2. Failure of the electoral subject to co-operaitd WCEC auditing is subject to a fine of
between ALL 1 000 000 and 2 000 000.
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3. The refusal to make the financial resources chrapaign transparent or to allow the
audit to exercise its activity is subject to a finem ALL 2 000 000 up to the suspension of
the public financing of the political party for &ars.

4. Violations related to article 90 of this Code the donor, are subject to a fine of 30
percent of the amount donated.

5. Violation of the maximum limit of expenses by thlectoral subject is subject to a fine
of 10 percent of the value above the limit allowedexpenses in accordance with article 90
of this Code.

Article 174
Violation of the electoral silence
1. In case of a violation of the electoral silemoeording to article 77 of this Code, the
CEC fines the electoral subject ALL 500 000.
2. In case of a violation of the electoral silemoeording to article 77 of this Code, the
CEC fines the publisher or radio/television broateaALL 2 000 000.
3. An appeal against a CEC decision on a fine doesuspend its execution.

Article 175
Sanctions related to gender equality
Failure by the electoral subject to fulfil the galtions provided in the last sentence of
point 6 of article 67 of this Code, is fined witih_IA 30 000 by the CEC for each electoral
zone.

Article 176
Execution of administrative sanctions
A fine imposed by the CEC in accordance with tlag gonstitutes an executive title and
is executed in accordance with the procedures geovin article 510 of the Code of Civil
Procedure.

PART XIV

FINAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Article 177
Voter lists for the Municipality of Tirana
For the Municipality of Tirana, the obligations pided in Part Il of this Code are
carried out by the mayors of Tirana boroughs, withie timelines provided in this Code.

Article 178
Retention of records

1. No official records of a VCC, CEAZ or any othelectoral commission may be
destroyed without the prior consent of the CEC.

2. All records of a VCC or any other commissiorabshed by the CEAZ are given to
the CEAZ in the manner and at the time establishetthe CEC.

3. The CEAZ retains one copy of:

a) the documentation of candidates and politieali@s taking part in the election;
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b) the list of names and addresses of all mendfeas/CC and other commissions;

c) the list of voting centres;

¢) the voter lists for the electoral zone;

d) the names and addresses for all members GEAZ ;

dh) the map of the electoral zone showing the Hatias of all polling units;

e) a written description of the boundaries foitladl Electoral Administration Zones;

&) the decree setting the date of the electioffi€jab election notices issued by the
CEAZ, the announcement of results for each votemgre and the final declaration of results;
and

f) a statement of the costs incurred for the adstriztion of the elections.

4. The original documents referred to in point 3ho$ article are forwarded to the CEC
within three months of the declaration of the etatresults. The CEC retains one copy and
within 24 months after the official declaration thie election results, forwards the original
documents to the Central State Archives in the rarequired by it.

5. Immediately following the declaration of resully the CEAZ, the commission
forwards to the CEC, in the manner directed bwlltsealed ballot boxes containing official
records of voting, the stamp of the commissionlobgapers used in the election as well as
unused ballot papers.

6. On receipt of the ballot boxes and unused balbgers, and after the end of the
deadline for appeals under this Code, the CEC op#rsallot boxes, removes all official
records of voting, as well as the tabulations asltbbaccount statements, and forwards them
to the Central State Archives in the manner requig it. All ballot papers and ballot stubs
then are burned under the supervision of the CEC.

Article 179
Issuance of identity documents to the voters for ¥img purposes

1. For the elections to the Assembly of the yeadd920/oters can also vote with valid
passports issued in accordance with Law no. 8668dd23 November 2000, “On the
issuance of passports for abroad to Albanian cize

2. The Council of Ministers is responsible for isgusecondary legislation to make
possible the issuance with priority of identity @arto those voters who do not hold valid
passports in accordance with this article.

3. The list of citizens in accordance with poinbf2this article is submitted to the CEC.
The Ministry of Interior informs the CEC perioditgl not less than once a month, on the
status of the process of issuing identity cardd¢ocitizens in accordance with point 2 of this
article.

Article 180
Division of Electoral Administration Zones

For the 2009 elections to the Assembly, the Elettddministration Zones are specified
in Annex | of this Code. Electoral Administratioroizes in accordance with Annex | shall
remain in force after the 2009 elections until tHegve been reviewed by the CEC in
accordance with article 27 of this Code. Notwithsliag this rule, the CEC may take a
decision, in accordance with point 4 of article &r municipalities that have over 100
thousand voters.

Article 181
Election of the CEC members
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1. The Assembly, 30 days after the date this lasvide®en decreed or after gi®mulgation
in accordance with point 2 of article 84 of the €utation, elects the CEC members in
accordance with article 14 of this Code.

2. The oath is taken not later than 24 hours frioenday they are elected.

Article 182
Interruption of mandate of existing CEC members

1. CEC members elected in accordance with Law 0879dated 19 June 2003, “The
Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, as adwoh whose mandate is terminated
prematurely because of this Code, remain on duty tney are replaced by new members
elected in accordance with this Code.

2. A CEC member whose mandate is interrupted dukisoCode receives the salary of
his function until the end of his mandate in acemick with the law by which he was elected,
but for no longer than 3 years.

3. A CEC member whose mandate is interrupted rettorhis previous public function,
or is appointed to an equivalent function.

4. If a CEC member is appointed within the timeigukihe receives a salary from his last
function in accordance with point 2 of this artjdlee amount of the payment above the new
salary is a compensation up to the level of theregfce salary of the function, but in any case
it cannot be more than the salary of the last foncand cannot be provided for longer than
the period provided in point 2 of this article.

Article 183
Issuance of secondary legislation
The CEC is charged with issuing secondary legmtafor the implementation of this
Code in accordance with the provisions and timé&siprovided in it.

Article 184
The decreeing of the forthcoming election date

Not later than 7 days after this law enters infeaf in accordance with point 1 of article
9 of this Code, the President of the Republic issaedecree to specify the date of the
forthcoming 2009 Assembly elections.

Article 185
Abrogations

1. Upon entry into force of this Code, Law no. 908&ted 19 June 2003, “The Electoral
Code of the Republic of Albania”, as amended, a6 agany other legal act or secondary
legislation that contradicts it, is abrogated.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions made in pointf1his article, Part Nine, “Referenda”
of Law no. 9087, dated 19 June 2003, “The ElectGade of the Republic of Albania”, as
amended, as well as any part of its provisions @matrelated to it, remains in force until the
approval of the new law on general and local reféae The administration of the referendum
process and the tabulation of their result araexiwut in accordance with this Code.

Article 186
Entry into force
This law enters into force 15 days after it hasnbaéblished in the Official Journal.
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