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ReRe--Visiting the Objectives of Visiting the Objectives of 
ResettlementResettlement

To To quicklyquickly savesave//rescuerescue
individualsindividuals//familiesfamilies withwith specificspecific
protection protection needsneeds

To To addressaddress major protection major protection 
problemsproblems suchsuch as  as  preventingpreventing thethe
militarymilitary recruitmentrecruitment ofof refugeesrefugees, , 
sexualsexual gendergender--basedbased violence, violence, 
secondarysecondary movementsmovements..



To To unlockunlock anotheranother durable solution.durable solution.

As an As an elementelement ofof burdenburden//responsibilityresponsibility--
sharingsharing

To To createcreate protection protection dividendsdividends for for 
refugeesrefugees whowho are are notnot goinggoing to to bebe
resettledresettled in host countriesin host countries

To To improveimprove thethe asylumasylum systemsystem in in 
resettlementresettlement countries, in countries, in particularparticular
integrationintegration



ChallengesChallenges

Current capacity of RST countries:Current capacity of RST countries: 82,71082,710

USA :              USA :              50,00050,000
CANADA:        CANADA:        12,00012,000
AUSTRALIA:   AUSTRALIA:   14,00014,000

(9) EUROPEAN COUNTRIES:(9) EUROPEAN COUNTRIES: 5,5805,580

NEW ZEALAND:NEW ZEALAND: 750750
(5) LATIN AMERICA COUNTRIES:  (5) LATIN AMERICA COUNTRIES:  430430



Key figuresKey figures

Resettlement Needs in 2007:  Resettlement Needs in 2007:  
77.10077.100
Resettlement Needs in 2008:     Resettlement Needs in 2008:     
154.701154.701
RST countriesRST countries’’ capacity:             capacity:             
82.63082.630



Expanding resettlement in EuropeExpanding resettlement in Europe

Expanding the number of Expanding the number of 
countries beyond the current 9countries beyond the current 9

Expanding the number of resettled Expanding the number of resettled 
refugees, currently less than 5 % of refugees, currently less than 5 % of 
the worldwide capacitythe worldwide capacity



EU Countries EU Countries withwith a a resettlementresettlement
quota / quota / specificspecific programmeprogramme

DenmarkDenmark, , FinlandFinland, , IcelandIceland, Ireland, , Ireland, 
thethe NetherlandsNetherlands, , NorwayNorway, Portugal , Portugal 
SwedenSweden andand UK UK 



EU countries facilitating  transit EU countries facilitating  transit 
for onward resettlementfor onward resettlement

AustriaAustria ((IranianIranian religiousreligious minoritiesminorities
processedprocessed for for thethe USRP)USRP)

Romania (Romania (EvacuationEvacuation Transit Transit 
FacilityFacility))



““Source countriesSource countries”” in Europe in Europe 
where UNHCR resettlement where UNHCR resettlement 

referrals are still madereferrals are still made

AzerbaijanAzerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, , Belarus, Georgia, 
Malta, Moldova, Malta, Moldova, RussianRussian
FederationFederation, , TurkeyTurkey, Ukraine + a , Ukraine + a fewfew
cases in cases in thethe Balkans Balkans 



European countries taking some European countries taking some 
refugee cases without resettlement refugee cases without resettlement 

quotaquota

(UNHCR referrals) Belgium, Czech (UNHCR referrals) Belgium, Czech 
Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Republic, France, Germany, Italy, 
Spain, SwitzerlandSpain, Switzerland

(Other referrals) Albania, Latvia, (Other referrals) Albania, Latvia, 
HungaryHungary



Progress  in 2007Progress  in 2007
Development of twining arrangementsDevelopment of twining arrangements

Evaluation of Evaluation of RPPsRPPs

Green PaperGreen Paper

3rd Generation of ERF budget lines3rd Generation of ERF budget lines

EnhancedEnhanced interestinterest by by NGOsNGOs regardingregarding
resettlementresettlement in Europein Europe



The place of resettlement in the The place of resettlement in the 
European UnionEuropean Union

Historically, the first solutionHistorically, the first solution

Complement to an asylum system, Complement to an asylum system, 
not a substitutenot a substitute

Increasingly it should be presented Increasingly it should be presented 
as part of a national asylum policyas part of a national asylum policy



Challenges IChallenges I
• The integration of resettled refugees

(including: the excessive use of the 
“potential for integration” criteria of 
refugees and the insufficient 
integration potential of some 
communities)

• The negative impact of the massive 
intra-EU migration on access to jobs 
and housing for refugees 



Challenges IIChallenges II

• Generating public support

• De-linking spontaneous arrivals 
from level of resettlement quotas

• The pros & cons of an harmonized 
EU-wide resettlement scheme



Challenges IIIChallenges III

• Is the promotion of resettlement in 
some EU countries without public 
support (for domestic political 
purposes) desirable?

• The way forward on UNHCR 
October 2007 proposal for a 
common advocacy platform



Challenges IVChallenges IV

• Promoting the resettlement of “the 
untouchables” in Europe

• Can we use resettlement more 
strategically to promote a broader 
approach to family reunion?

• The added value of the support from 
the EU Commission



Challenges VChallenges V

• Should UNHCR uses with caution 
the labour migration needs of 
Europe to promote resettlement?

• Building flexibility in the access to 
the ERF



Challenges VIChallenges VI

• Decreasing reliance on US funding for 
resettlement activities in Europe

• Taking cases not only meeting the 1951 
refuge definition, but also those qualifying 
under EU regulations for subsidiary 
protection

• EU support to the UNHCR-ICMC 
deployment scheme



Thank you your attention and your 
support in developing resettlement in 
the E.U.

Vincent Cochetel
UNHCR - DIPS/RS

More info at www.refworld.org
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