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1. The consolidated twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth periodic
reports of the Syrian Arab Republic are submitted in accordance with

article 9, paragraph 1, of the International Convention on the Elimnation of
All Forms of Racial Discrimnation

2. The Syrian Arab Republic was anobng the first States to accede to the

i nternati onal conventions against apartheid. It is a party not only to the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial

Di scrimnation but also to the International Convention on the Suppression and
Puni shment of the Crine of Apartheid, the International Convention agai nst
Apartheid in Sports, the Convention on the Prevention and Puni shnent of the
Crinme of Genocide, the Sl avery Conventions, the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Ci vi
and Political Rights.

3. Syrian society is distinguished fromother societies in the world by its
tol erance and | ack of bigotry. This characteristic is perceived and

acknow edged by any foreigner or diplomat living in the Syrian Arab Republic.
The phenonenon of racial discrimnation is unknown in our history and totally
alien to our society in which any behaviour or act manifesting or inplying
racismis regarded as highly reprehensible. Accordingly, our people are
engaged in a relentless battle against the mani festations of raci smthat
characterize Israeli ideology.

4, Hence, there is no place in the Syrian Arab Republic for any
distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, col our
descent or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of
nullifying or inpairing the recognition, enjoynment or exercise, on an equa
footing, of human rights and fundanental freedonms in the political, economc
social, cultural or any other field of public life.

5. The Constitution of the Syrian Arab Republic, which was proclainmed

in 1973, guarantees the basic nornms of human rights. It safeguards the
personal liberty of all citizens, which is regarded as a sacred right, and
considers all citizens to be equal before the lawin regard to their rights
and obligations. It guarantees the principle of equality of opportunity and
the right to participate in political, economc, social and cultural life.
Wonen are granted every opportunity to participate fully and effectively in
political, economic, social and cultural life wi thout any restrictions that
woul d i npede their advancenent or their participation in social devel opnent.
The Constitution also guarantees the right to education, which is free of
charge for all at all stages and conpul sory at the primary stage. 1In
addition, the Constitution safeguards freedom of belief, respects al
religions, guarantees freedomto engage in religious observance and regards
the subjection of all to the rule of law as a fundanental principle governing
soci ety and the State.

6. The Statutes of the Arab Baath Socialist Party, which is the |eading
party in the National Progressive Front in the Syrian Arab Republic, designate
participation in the elimnation of apartheid, of all policies and practices
of racial discrimnation or segregation and of racist propaganda as a
cornerstone of the State's public policy. According to those Statutes, the
val ue of citizens can be determned only after they have been granted equa
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opportunities and every citizen living in Arab territory and not belonging to
a racist grouping is entitled to full citizenship rights. The Statutes regard
manki nd as an entity with nutual interests, shared values and a joint
civilization. The Arabs draw on, and al so nourish, world civilization and
extend the hand of friendship to other nations with which they collaborate in
order to establish equitable systens that guarantee prosperity, peace and high
ethical and spiritual standards for all peoples.

7. In keeping with this humanitarian spirit and this firm position based on
principle, the Syrian Arab Republic has taken an unyielding stand in
condemmi ng raci st regi nes anywhere in the world, particularly the forner
apartheid reginme in South Africa, and its information nmedia are comritted to
di ligent and constant participation in the exposure and condemation of raci st
regi mes throughout the world.

8. The international conventions to which the Syrian Arab Republic accedes
become an integral part of its domestic |egislation and are binding on the
judicial and other authorities in the State. 1In this connection

(a) The national socialist education syllabus of the Mnistry of
Educati on focuses on the need to conbat all forns of racismand all forns of
sectarianism feudalismand international inperialism and al so enphasi zes the
need to ensure the triunph of right and justice, equality of opportunity,
non- al i gnnment and the protection of human rights;

(b) The religious education syllabus reviews and condemms all fornms
and aspects of racial discrinmnation, since Islamteaches that all human
bei ngs are equal in regard to their human value and their rights and
obligations wi thout any discrimnation on grounds of colour, sex, race,
| anguage or religion

(c) The Arabic | anguage syllabus diligently conmbats raci al
di scrimnation through its selected poetical and narrative texts which
hi ghl i ght concepts and val ues that are conpatible with human rights;

(d) The various branches of the arts syllabus seek to pronote nobility
of character and advancenent to a high humanitarian standard of charity, truth
and beauty through the graphic, vocal, lyric and dramatic arts. The subjects
taught are inspired by events which have docunentary value in ensuring the
condemmati on of racial persecution and discrimnation and ethnic prejudice;

(e) The history books cover this question by studying raci sm and
raci al discrimnation and their historical energence in the East and the West,
by designating the novenents and regi mes which were, and still are, based on
raci al persecution and discrimnnation, and by opposing all forns of
persecution, injustice and racial discrimnation and pronoting the val ues of
justice and equality in regard to rights and obligations;

(f) In its communi qué No. 7/1902 of 12 September 1964, the Mnistry
call ed upon all educational institutions to apply the principles enshrined in
the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts. The communi qué made provision, in
particular, for the establishnment of a human rights conmittee in every schoo
in order to pronote a spirit of benevol ence and devel op an understandi ng of
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human rights and of the need to elimnate donination, exploitation and
despotism and for the annual celebration of Human Ri ghts Day through the
publication of condemations of intol erance based on sex, religion, colour or
| anguage;

(9) The adult education and eradication of illiteracy progranmes that
are organi zed for all citizens w thout exception focus on the need to conbat
raci sm and di scrimnation.

9. The policy pursued by the Mnistry of Culture focuses on racial

di scrimnation through the books that it produces and the articles that it
publi shes in periodicals and nmagazi nes, through its pronmotion of filnms and
tapes that help to achieve this goal and through its prohibition of the filns
and tapes produced by sone bodies seeking to di sparage certain races or
conmunities. The Mnistry also encourages art exhibitions that highlight
raci st practices, particularly those which Israel is pursuing against the
peopl e of Pal estine and the occupied Arab territories.

10. The absence of the phenonenon of racial discrimnation in the history of
our society explains why the Syrian | egislature has not pronul gated any | aws,
decrees or judicial or other directives concerning this phenomenon. However,
the |l egislature has given attention to the basic aspects of this phenonenon

11. In 1996, 351,189 Palestinians were registered with the General Agency
for Palestine Arab Refugees. They retain their Palestinian identity and
nationality, as well as their right to return to their country and their
homes. The Syrian Arab Republic provides themw th every facility for

resi dence and enpl oynent and issues themw th special travel docunents to
enable themto travel abroad. Their presence is tenporary until such tinme as
their problemis solved in conformity with the relevant United Nations

resol utions, particularly those concerning their right of return

12. W wish to affirmthe comm tnment of the Syrian Arab Republic to the
provi sions of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Racial Discrimnation, as well as its resolute desire to cooperate with your
di stingui shed Comrittee so that we can work together to ensure the ful
elimnation of this scourge and enable peoples to live in a world free from
raci sm hatred and bigotry.



