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1. Resettlement Policy

In 1998, Irdland agreed to accept persons for organised resettlement under a
Resettlement Quota programme. The criteria for the acceptance of persons under the
current programme were s&t down in a Government Decison in 1998.There is provison
in the Refugee Act 1996, as amended, for future agreements with the High
Commissioner for Refugees.

2. Criteria for Refugee Status Eligibility and Asylum

Irdland is a Sgnatory to the 1951 United Nations Convention Relaing to the Status of
Refugees and the 1967 Protocol. All persons are entitled to apply for refugee status.
When they do so, specific procedures are followed for determining whether or not a
person meets the necessary criteriafor the granting of this satus.

All gpplications are examined in accordance with the definition of arefugee as set out in
a section 2 of the Refugee Act, 1996, which defines a refugee as someone who, owing
to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, rdigion, naiondity,

membership of a particular socid group or political opinion, is outsde the country of his
nationdity and is unable or, owning to such fear, is unwilling b avall himsdf of the
protection of that country; or who, not having a nationdity and being outside the country
of his former habitua resdence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such
fear, is unwilling to return to it. Where it is established that a wel-founded fear of

persecution exists, the gpplicant will be granted refugee status.

3. Resettlement Quota

Irdland accepts ten "specid case" refugees per year for resettlement, who would not
normally come under the scope of Ireland's obligations under the Geneva Convention of
1951 as amended by the New Y ork Protocol of 1957.

Irdland dso accepts family members of those specid cases on a Smilar basis as the
admission of relatives of persons granted refugee daus in the Sate. If the family
members reside with the gpplicant at the time of trandfer to Irdland they may trave with
the applicant. Otherwise the applicant may apply for relatives to be admitted following
ariva. (See Section7: Family Reunification).
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4. Submission and processing via Dossier Selection

5.

Case sdectionis based on dossier submissions by the UNHCR. Dossiers are submitted
to the Depatment of Foreign Affairs and are examined by both the Departments of
Foreign Affars and Judtice Equdity and Lav Reform. Where medica cases are
submitted the dossiers are aso forwarded to the Department of Hedth and Children for
examination and gpprova.

The following documentation should be included with asubmisson to Irdland:

1) Completed UNHCR Resettlement Registration Form, ensuring that al sections
are completed, paticularly informaion regarding family members. Information
provided at this time will be used during processing of al future applications for
family reunification €efc..., so it is essentid that this information is complete and
correct (See Section 7).

i) Relevant documentation such as medica certificates, birth certificates, copy of
passport €tc...

iii) Covering letter explaining why the refugee requires resattlement and whether
he or sheisat risk or fdlsinto avulnerable category

Iv) Ensure that name and date of birth and other essentia information is accurately
completed on dosser submissons otherwise difficulties may arise when
processing documentation later.

Emergency cases

At the present time, Irdland does not have an emergency procedure. There is no
Separate specid dlocation for urgent cases.

Special Categories of Refugees

There are four speciad categories to which priority is atached in consderation of
vulnerable refugee cases.

Theseare

(1) survivorsof violence or torture,
(2) medica needs,

(3) womenat risk,

(4) Eldely refugees

JUNE 2004 IRL/ 2



COUNTRY CHAPTERS

7. Family Reunification

A refugee may apply for the admisson into the gate of a member of higher family. A
member of the family is:

(8 a spouse, where the person is married and the marriage is subsisting on the date of
the gpplication

(b) children under the age of 18 years who remain single and

(c) where the refugee is under 18 years of age, he or she may gpply for the admission
of hisor her parents.
There is provison for permisson to be granted in exceptiona circumstances for other
dependent members of the family.

8. Medical Requirements

Acceptance of refugees with medica problemswill be conditiond on verification that the
Irish Hedth Services can adequatdly cater for their needs (including resource
implications). The acceptance of persons with medica needs will also be subject to
consultation with the Department of Hedlth and Children. While elderly refugees are not
excluded, back-up support and medica considerations may aso apply in these cases.

9. Travel

A refugee may leave and re-enter the State. Persons who do not have a vaid passport
may apply for a convention travel document which will identify them as a person with
permission to reside in the Sate.

10. Status on arrival in Ireland

All refugees processed overseas are granted permanent residence status upon ariva in
Irdland.

11. Settlement and community services

Arrival procedures

Persons admitted under the Resettlement Quota programme are met at the airport by a
Res=ttlement Officer.
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During the days immediately after arrival the Resettlement Officer asssts the new
arrivals to access hedth and socia wdfare services. Helshe will dso offer advice and
information onlife and culturein Ireland.

Status on Arrival

Persons admitted under the Resettlement Quota programme have the Satus of
Programme refugee.

Rights and entitlements

Under atide 24 of the Refugee Act 1996, as amended, programme refugees are
entitled to the same rights and privileges as persons with Convention Refugee status in
relation to hedth, socid welfare, education and housing, access to the law courts,
employment etc.

Resettlement location

New arivas are placed in cities and towns outside the capita where services and
dructures are put in place for ther reception and resettiement. They may move
from these locations but there is no guarantee that resettlement services will be provided
in their new location.

Accommodation

The new arivas may be placed directly into long term private rented accommodation
or, if no such accommodeation is avalable, they may be placed in temporary
accommodation until longer teem  accommodation is  sourced.
Where a person/family is uneble to meet their accommodation needs from their own
resources, they may apply to the State for assstance.

New arivas may goply for loca authority (date provided) housing in the same manner
asan Irish citizen.

Employment/Income

Persons admitted under the Resettlement programme are entitled to seek and enter
employment and to carry on any business, trade or professon. They would, in generd,
be expected to meet their own income needs.

Under Irish Government policy, programme refugees and their rdatives who are
unemployed have the same entitlements in terms of access to socid welfare
payments and supplementary welfare payments as are available to Irish citizens and
other refugees who have been granted Convention Status. These payments are means
based.
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Education

Programme refugees, who require it, are provided with English language training to
enable them to access further education and employment.

Children are placed in primary or post primary schools appropriate to their age up to
the age of 18 years.

Persons over the age of 18 years may access third leve education in the same manner
as an Irish citizen - subject to the normd terms and conditions e.g. a persons must be
resdent in Irdland or another EU country for three of the previous five years before they
will be digible to access the free fees initidives in place in third level academic
universties

Health and Medical Services

Hedth and Medica Services are provided free of charge to those persons who cannot
meet their own medica costs, subject to terms and conditions. Inorder to aval of free
medical services new arivas must goply for amedica card. Entitlement to amedicd
card is means based.

Primary Hedlth care is provided through the local Generd Practitioner (GP) Service and
dl referrds for hogpitd treatment or specid care is through this GP service. New
arrivals must therefore register with alocal Generd Practitioner (GP).

Local Support Groups

Irdland has a very active voluntary community who work to welcome and support new
arivas asthe sttle into their new livesin Irdand.

Access to Religious bodies

Irdand is predominantly a Chrigtian country and there may not be easy access to other
reigious inditutions country wide.

JUNE 2004 IRL/5





