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Introduction

This position supersedes UNHCR’s 2014 Position on Returns to Iraq.

This position focuses on risks faced by civilians as a result of the ongoing non-international armed conflict
between the Iragi Security Forces (ISF) and associated forces on the one hand,? and the so-called “Islamic
State of Iraq and Al-Sham” (ISIS) on the other hand.?

In 2014, Iraq experienced a rapid expansion of ISIS into many parts of northern and central Irag, resulting in
renewed escalation of conflict and violence.* Since 2015, and with support from a broad international

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), UNHCR Position on Returns to Iraq, 27 October 2014,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/544e4b3c4.html.

“Associated forces” include militia and tribal forces (Shi’ite, Sunni and others), Popular Mobilization Units (PMUs), and the military forces of the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq (Peshmerga).

The self-proclaimed “Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham” (ISIS) (Arabic: Ad-Dawlah Al-’Islamiyyah fi Al Irag wa Al-Sham), is also (formerly) known
as the “Islamic State of Iraq” (ISI) or the “Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant” (ISIL) and also referred to as “Islamic State” (IS) or, by its Arabic
acronym, “Daesh”.



http://www.refworld.org/docid/544e4b3c4.html
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coalition, the ISF and associated forces have made significant gains in retaking territory from ISIS in Al-
Anbar, Babel, Diyala, Erbil, Ninewa, and Salah Al-Din Governorates.> On 17 October 2016, Iragi Prime
Minister Al-Abadi officially announced the start of the military offensive to retake Mosul, Iraq’s second-
largest city, which had been under ISIS control since June 2014.8

As a result of renewed conflict and violence, tens of thousands of civilians have been killed or wounded, over
3.18 million persons have reportedly become displaced inside the country and over 10 million persons are
reported to be in need of humanitarian assistance.” ISIS’ 2014/2015 advances and subsequent military
operations against ISIS have caused large-scale displacement, with many more Iraqgis at risk of displacement
as a result of the ongoing Mosul offensive.®

The security situation in many parts of central and northern Irag continues to be highly volatile and
unpredictable due to ongoing military offensives and counter-offensives.® Parts of northern and central Iraq
remain under de facto control of ISIS, which is reported to continue to commit grave and widespread human
rights abuses against the population in these areas.!® During military operations, civilians are used by ISIS as
“human shields”; they are also at great risk from crossfire, snipers and bombardments.'! Those fleeing are at
risk of punishment at the hands of 1S1S.*2 They also face risks along hazardous escape routes, including from
crossfire, explosive remnants of war (ERW) and improvised explosive devices (IED).*® Others reportedly die
from dehydration when forced to take arduous journeys in order to escape from ISIS-held areas.** For those
fleeing ISIS-held areas in northern and central Iraq, access to relatively safer areas is restricted in other parts
of the country as a result of stringent entry and residency restrictions, including, among others, sponsorship
requirements; such restrictions are often based on discriminatory criteria such as perceived association with
ISIS on account of a person’s ethnic, religious, and/or tribal background or area of origin.*®

Populations who had remained in areas under ISIS control are regularly perceived as having supported ISIS,
and, as a result, have reportedly been targeted by various actors for reprisal acts.'® Areas from which ISIS has
been dislodged by the ISF and associated forces reportedly remain at risk of ISIS infiltration, counter-

Iraq has been named the third least peaceful country in the 2016 Global Peace Index, after Syria and South Sudan; Institute for Economics and Peace,
Global Peace Index 2016, June 2016, http://bit.ly/1UCZDV1, p. 11.

UN Security Council (UNSC), Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Resolution 2299 (2016), 25 October 2016, S/2016/897,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5821ca0f4.html (hereafter: UNSC, Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Resolution 2299 (2016), 25 October
2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5821ca0f4.html), para. 14; BBC, IS 'Loses more than a Quarter of Its Territory' in Syria and Iraq, 9 October
2016, http://bbc.in/2e45mdP; IHS Conflict Monitor, Islamic State Caliphate Shrinks a Further 12 Percent in 2016, IHS Says, 10 July 2016,
http://bit.ly/2e5abTt.

Al Jazeera, Iraq: Haider Al-Abadi Launches Mosul Operation, 17 October 2016, http://aje.io/3jy9.

See below “Internal and External Displacement” and “Humanitarian Situation”.

See below “Internal and External Displacement™.

UNSC, Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Resolution 2299 (2016), 25 October 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5821ca0f4.html, para.
15.

Institute for the Study of War (ISW), Irag Control of Terrain: October 7, 2016, 7 October 2016, http://bit.ly/2dhYCZd. See below “Violations of
International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law”.

Amnesty International, Iraq: Fears for Safety of Civilians Caught in Crossfire and Used by IS as Human Shields, 27 October 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/581c92474.html; Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), During the Mosul Operation, Nothing
Is more Important than the Protection of Civilians, 21 September 2016, http://bit.ly/2duw3sO; Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (Global
Centre R2P), R2P Monitor, Issue 29, 15 September 2016, http://bit.ly/2cJaAK4, p. 4; Human Rights Watch (HRW), Iraqg: ISIS Rule Marked by
Executions, Cruelty, 10 July 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/57836a324.html; Amnesty International, Escape from Fallujah, 28 May 2016,
http://bit.ly/2ejzLoT; Atlantic Council, Retaking Mosul: ISIS and Human Shields, 16 March 2016, http://bit.ly/1PonMMa; UN Assistance Mission for
Irag (UNAMI), Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 1 May — 31 October 2015, 11 January
20186, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html (hereafter: UNAMI, Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag, 11
January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html), pp. 14, 23.

See below “Treatment of Civilians Fleeing ISIS-Held Areas to Other Areas of Iraq”.

OCHA, Humanitarian Bulletin Iraq, July — August 2016, 29 August 2016, http://bit.ly/2duUdAQ, p. 2; UNHCR, Iraq: Flash Update, 27 August 2016,
http://bit.ly/2dUNwdp, p. 2; UNHCR, Thousands more Iragis Displaced due to Upsurge in Fighting Around Mosul, 14 June 2016,
http://bit.ly/2enylbW.

Save The Children, Children Dying of Thirst, Killed by Landmines in Flight from Mosul Offensive, 13 October 2016, http://bit.ly/2dkB3d7; UNSC,
Fourth Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233 (2015), 5 July 2016, S/2016/592,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5784de404.html (hereafter: UNSC, 4" Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233
(2015), 5 July 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5784de404.html), para. 37; UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the
Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons on His Mission to Irag, 5 April 2016, A/HRC/32/35/Add.1,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/575fb7el14.html (hereafter: UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of
Internally Displaced Persons, 5 April 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/575fb7e14.html), para. 40.

See below “Treatment of Civilians Fleeing ISIS-Held Areas to Other Areas of Iraq”.

See below “Treatment of Civilians in Areas Formerly under Control of ISIS™.
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offensives and terrorist attacks.’” The Iragi Government is reported to face challenges to establish full and
effective authority and the capacity of the state and its institutions to enforce the law and protect civilians
remains weak.'® Tensions and violence have also been reported as different actors compete for power in areas
reclaimed from ISIS, particularly in areas disputed between the Central Government and the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG), whose status remains to be solved in accordance with Article 140 of the Iraqi
Constitution (“Disputed Internal Border” Areas).!® Furthermore, areas retaken from ISIS have reportedly
often suffered extensive destruction and damage to homes, water, sewage and electricity systems, hospitals,
schools and government facilities.?’ Reconstruction efforts are ongoing, but are reported to be often hampered
by continued insecurity, large-scale contamination with mines and IEDs, and lack of funding.?

ISIS’ advances in northern and central Irag in 2014 and into 2015 and the ensuing security vacuum in other
parts of the country have reportedly resulted in the empowerment of militias and tribes, a rise in criminality,
and an overall weakening of state authority and the rule of law, including in the capital Baghdad and the
Southern Governorates.??

Violations and Abuses of International Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law

Widespread human rights abuses and violations of international humanitarian law greatly impact on the lives
of civilians beyond displacement and casualty figures. UN human rights bodies and human rights
organizations have documented that all parties to the non-international armed conflict in Irag are committing

“The security situation in areas freed from ISIL continues to be challenging owing to terrorist, sectarian, intercommunal and criminal violence”; UN
Security Council, Third Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233 (2015), 27 April 2016, S/2016/396,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5731alal4.html (hereafter: UNSC, 3™ Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233
(2015), 27 April 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5731alal4.html), para. 20. See also, Middle East Monitor, Daesh Retakes Territory in Iraq, 8
October 2016, http://bit.ly/2dDoah2; The Guardian, Iraq Militants Launch Deadly Attacks Around Tikrit, 24 September 2016, http:/bit.ly/2dTIIr9;
Middle East Eye, Defeating the Islamic State Creates a Whole New Set of Dangers, 22 June 2016, https://shar.es/1EgccU; Agence France-Presse
(AFP), ISIS Attack in Iraq Kills 15 Members of Security Forces, 17 June 2016, http://ara.tv/5pxgm; Washington Post, Under Strain, Islamic State
Takes Its Battle to the Streets of Baghdad, 18 May 2016, http://wpo.st/3y542; Minority Rights Group International (MRGI), Irag's Displacement
Crisis: Security and Protection, March 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/573592d24.html (hereafter: MRGI, Iraq's Displacement Crisis, March
2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/573592d24.html), p. 22.

“In the aftermath of Islamic State’s departure, with a lack of judges and state structures to determine violations of law or punishment, people have
turned to tribal law, a system of codes that works in tandem — or overrides — the state judiciary”; Los Angeles Times, In Irag, Punishing Family Ties
to Islamic State and Compensating Victims of the Violence, 9 October 2016, http:/fw.to/GRpniPT. “Armed groups are today acting with impunity as
the rule of law has collapsed in many areas. Due to the displacement crisis, governorate authorities such as provincial councils, governors, mayors
and other institutions are either operating from a distance or have ceased operating altogether. This can be seen to different degrees in the
governorates  of  Anbar, Diyala, Ninewa and Salahaddin”; = MRGI, Irag's Displacement  Crisis, March 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/573592d24.html, p. 6. See also, United States Institute for Peace (USIP), Iraq: Recapturing Mosul is only the
Beginning, 17 October 2016, http://bit.ly/2e5rcOK; Middle East Institute, The Next Challenge: Governing Liberated Cities after ISIS, 28 June 2016,
http://bit.ly/2dJ8I9L.

Washington Post, Battle to Banish Islamic State from Mosul Could Become a Mess, 12 October 2016, http://wpo.st/01f52; Associated Press, Mosul
Fight Is Already Redrawing the Map of Northern Iraq, 27 August 2016, http://apne.ws/2bUrUca; Al-Monitor, Why Tuz Khormato Clashes Were more
than just Local Skirmishes, 5 May 2016, http://almon.co/2niv; Stratfor, Iraq: The Fight Within the Fight Against the Islamic State, 25 April 2016,
http://bit.ly/2ekDbDT; Washington Post, Fighting Erupts in Iraq, and the Islamic State Isn’t Part of It, 24 April 2016, http://wpo.st/YAsW1; UN
Security Council, Second Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233 (2015), 26 January 2016, S/2016/77,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/56af0c454.html (hereafter: UNSC, 2™ Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233
(2015), 26 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56af0c454.html), para. 18; HRW, Iraq: Ethnic Fighting Endangers Civilians, 13 January
2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5696125e4.html; Ekurd Daily, Clashes Erupted between Yazidi Fighters and KDP Peshmerga in Irag's Sinjar,
26 November 2015, http://bit.ly/1KZLzKL.

OCHA, Humanitarian Bulletin Irag, July — August 2016, 29 August 2016, http://bit.ly/2duUdAQ, p. 2; ABC, Drone Footage Reveals Destruction in
Iraq's Battle Against IS, 5 July 2016, http://ab.co/2d5QngQ; Associated Press, Iraq Routed IS from Ramadi at a High Cost: A City Destroyed, 5 May
20186, http://apne.ws/1YavCPW; Al Jazeera, UN: Destruction of Ramadi Worse than Anywhere in Iraqg, 4 March 2016, http://aje.io/ms22; Wall Street
Journal, Iraq Officials Face Monumental Task of Rebuilding Ramadi, 3 January 2016, http://on.wsj.com/1R5PYDE; UNITAR/UNOSAT, Damage
Assessment of Sinjar, Sinjar District, Nineveh Province, Iraq, 24 December 2015, http://bit.ly/2dh4rEv; International Business Times, Inside Sinjar:
Photos of Shattered Town Reveal Enormous Cost of Liberating It from ISIS, 17 November 2015, http://bit.ly/2dRkZCi; KRG/Ministry of Interior/Joint
Crisis Coordination Centre, Shingal City Rapid Damage Assessment, November 2015, http://bit.ly/1OKILiA.

Musings on Iraq, Returns Begin to Iraq’s Fallujah, 29 September 2016, http://bit.ly/2dDdm3R; Musings on Iraq, Plight of Displaced in Iraq’s Anbar
Province, 11 August 2016, http://bit.ly/2denBL6; Financial Times, Iraq’s Ability to Rebuild Is Threatened on Three Fronts, 3 April 2016,
http://on.ft.com/2dMpFtF.

IHS Jane's 360, Spate of IED Attacks in Basra Highlights Security Deterioration amid Iragi Government Inability to Disarm Tribes and Gangs, 23

August 2016,  http://bit.ly/2fPZFkO; US  Department of  State, 2015 Country Reports - lIraq, 13  April 2016,
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253137.pdf, p. 6; MRGI, Iraqg's Displacement Crisis, March 2016,

http://www.refworld.org/docid/573592d24.html, p. 25; Military Times, Fears in Iragi Government, Army over Shiite Militias' Power, 21 March 2016,
http://bit.ly/2e4PrMY'; Iraqi News, Tribal Conflict Renewed Armed Clashes North of Basra, 16 February 2016, http://bit.ly/1QTIiN7; Reuters, Iraqi
Force Enters Southern Qil City to Disarm Tribal Fighters, 15 January 2016, http://reut.rs/1UUhx7p; Associated Press, Crime Has Soared in Iraqi City
of Basra as the Army Has Left to Fight ISIS, 10 January 2016, http://ind.pn/IRP4Qv3.
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violations of international humanitarian law and gross violations and abuses of international human rights
law.?

Reports by the UN and human rights organizations implicate ISIS in attacks against the civilian population,
murder (including execution without due process), abduction, torture, rape and other forms of sexual
violence, sexual slavery, forced religious conversion and the conscription of children. These acts may amount
to war crimes, crimes against humanity, and, in the case of certain communities, including the Yazidi
religious community, possibly genocide.?* The expansion of ISIS into areas traditionally inhabited by
religious and ethnic minority groups, including Mosul and large parts of the Ninewa Plains, is reported to
have resulted in systematic and widespread abuses and the unprecedented flight of hundreds of thousands of
people.®® Reports indicate that ISIS targeted, and continues to target, members of ethnic and religious
minority communities as part of a wider policy that aims at systematically suppressing, expelling or
destroying many of these communities in areas under its control.?® Yazidis, Christians, Kaka’is, Kurds,
Sabaean-Mandaeans, Shi’ites, Turkmen and Shabaks reportedly suffered serious ill-treatment at the hands of
ISIS, including execution, kidnapping, forced conversion, rape, enslavement, forced marriage, forced
abortion and forced displacement.?” Most members of ethnic and religious minority groups in areas under
ISIS control have reportedly either been killed, abducted or displaced.?® Several thousand women and
children, mainly Yazidis, reportedly remain in ISIS captivity at the time of writing.?®

ISIS is reported to systematically target those considered to be affiliated or collaborating with the Iraqi
Government, the ISF or associated forces.*® Persons opposing, or perceived to be opposing ISIS, or infringing
on ISIS rules, are reported to be at risk of severe punishment meted out by self-appointed Shari’a courts
without due process.®* As ISIS has come under increased military pressure, it has reportedly also abducted

HRW, Iraq: Key Concerns for Impending Mosul Battle, 6 October 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/57f654446.html; UNSC, 4" Report of the
Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution 2233 (2015), 5 July 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5784de404.html, paras 34-46; US
Department of State, 2015 Country Reports — Irag, 13 April 2016, http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253137.pdf, pp. 1-2; Amnesty
International, Amnesty International Report 2015/16 - Iraq, 24 February 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56d05b4a9.html; UNAMI, Report on
the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq, 11 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html, pp. i, ii, 8, 20, 31.

UNAMI, A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities Committed by ISIL, August 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/57b848814.html, pp. 4, 5, 7, 18; UNSC, 4™ Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Paragraph 7 of Resolution
2233 (2015), 5 July 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5784de404.html, para. 36; UN Human Rights Council, “They Came to Destroy”: ISIS
Crimes Against the Yazidis, 15 June 2016, A/HRC/32/CRP.2, http://www.refworld.org/docid/57679c324.html (hereafter: UN Human Rights Council,
ISIS Crimes Against the Yazidis, 15 June 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/57679c324.html), para. 202; HRW, Iraq: ISIS Car Bombings are
Crimes Against Humanity, 11 May 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/573430cf4.html; UNAMI, Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed
Conflict in Iraq, 11 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html, pp. i, 8, 32.

MRGI, No Way Home: Irag's Minorities on the Verge of Disappearance, July 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/578351d04.html, p. 5; UN
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), Concluding Observations on the Combined 15" to 21 Periodic Reports of Iraq:
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 22 September 2014, CERD/C/IRQ/CO/15-21,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/56e7b6824.html, Section D.d.

UNAMI, A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities Committed by ISIL, August 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/57b848814.html, p. 5; MRGI, No Way Home: Irag's Minorities on the Verge of Disappearance, July 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/578351d04.html; UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights on the Human Rights Situation in Iraq in the Light of Abuses Committed by the So-Called Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant and
Associated Groups, 13 March 2015, A/HRC/28/18, http://www.refworld.org/docid/550ad5814.html, paras 16-28.

US Department of State, 2015 Country Reports — Iraq, 13 April 2016, http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253137.pdf, p. 61; UNAMI,
Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq, 11 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html, pp. i-ii, 14-
19; UN General Assembly, Technical Assistance Provided to Assist in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Iraq: Report of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 27 July 2015, A/HRC/30/66, http://www.refworld.org/docid/55f7f4c74.html (hereafter: UN General
Assembly, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 27 July 2015, http://www.refworld.org/docid/55f7f4c74.html), para.
48.

UNAMI, Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq, 11 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html, p. 19.
UNAMI, A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities Committed by ISIL, August 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/57b848814.html, p. 7; UN Human Rights Council, ISIS Crimes Against the Yazidis, 15 June 2016,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/57679¢324.html, para. 205.

UNSC, Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Resolution 2299 (2016), 25 October 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5821ca0f4.html, para.
44; NPR, As Assault on Mosul Looms, Resistance Grows — and ISIS Grows more Brutal, 15 October 2015, https://n.pr/2e9ozaf; UNAMI, Report on
the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraqg, 11 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html, pp. 11; UNAMI, Report on
the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Irag: 11 December 2014 - 30 April 2015, 13 July 2015,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/55a4b83c4.html, pp. i, 11.

UNSC, Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to Resolution 2299 (2016), 25 October 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/5821ca0f4.html, para.
44; Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2016 - Iraq, 20 June 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/576be00ac.html; HRW, World Report 2016 -
Irag, 27 January 2016, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56bd99386.html; UNAMI, Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Armed Conflict in Iraq,
11 January 20186, http://www.refworld.org/docid/56a09a304.html, p. 11.
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and executed former members of the ISF and men and boys unwilling to fight on behalf of the group.®? There
are also reports that ISIS has been threatening relatives of those they suspect to be supporting the ISF.* The
enforcement of summary justice reportedly includes, inter alia, executions by shooting, beheading, stoning,
burning, drowning, electrocution and throwing off tall buildings, as well as flogging, crucifixion and
amputation of limbs.** According to reports, ISIS is holding large numbers of people captive while torture
and ill-treatment are said to be widely used in ISIS facilities.*®

ISIS reportedly claims responsibility for numerous and regular attacks against military and civilian targets in
Baghdad® and other areas under government control, including by employing car bombs, suicide attacks,
roadside bombs, mortars and grenades.®” ISIS in some instances has reportedly fired rockets with chlorine
and mustard gas on civilians and security forces personnel.®® While some attacks reportedly target security
personnel, others appear deliberately aimed at civilians, including in mosques, markets, restaurants,
playgrounds, often in Shi’ite-majority neighbourhoods or towns.® In light of territorial losses, ISIS has
reportedly increasingly reverted to attacks against civilians in areas held by the government or the KRG.*

The UN and human rights organizations have also documented possible violations of international
humanitarian and human rights law committed by the ISF and associated forces. Independent observers have
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noted that at times military operations, including airstrikes and shelling of suspected ISIS targets, may have
violated the principles of distinction and proportionality, and the obligation to take precautions to protect
civilians from the effects of violence.*

Elements of the ISF and associated forces have also been implicated in abuses against Sunni Arab and Sunni
Turkmen civilians, including fleeing civilians, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and returnees, on account
of their perceived or actual support or collaboration with ISIS. Reported abuses include arbitrary arrest and
abduction, forced disappearance, physical abuse, extra-judicial killing, and forced displacement. In areas
retaken from ISIS, the looting and deliberate burning and destruction of homes, shops and mosques, has been
reported.*? The ISF reportedly also carry out arrests of women for alleged terrorist activities by their male
family members.*?

The situation of women and girls has severely deteriorated as a result of the current conflict.** In ISIS-
controlled areas, abduction, sexual slavery, rape, forced marriage, forced abortion, and killings have been
reported, affecting women and girls belonging to religious and ethnic minority groups, including in particular
Yazidi women and girls.*® The UN Security Council has condemned the use of sexual violence by ISIS as a
“tactic of war”.*6 Women and girls in 1S1S-held areas are largely excluded from participating in public life,
are not allowed to leave the house without the company of a male guardian, and are forced to adhere to a
strict dress and moral code. Infringements reportedly result in severe punishments, including fines, beatings
for the woman or her male guardian, torture and execution.*” Women, and especially educated and
professional women such as doctors, lawyers and election candidates, have reportedly been targeted by ISIS
for arrest, torture and execution.*®
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Iraq is considered one of the most dangerous places in the world for children,* with killing and maiming
being the most reported forms of violence against children.%® ISIS is reportedly responsible for widespread
abuses against children, including abduction, physical abuse, sexual violence, recruitment, corporal
punishment, and execution.®® Children are also reported to be recruited and used in support and combat
functions by anti-ISIS armed groups, including the Popular Mobilization Units (PMUs), Sunni tribal groups,
the Kurdish Worker’s Party and other Kurdish armed groups, as well as Turkmen and Yazidi self-defence
groups.>? Children are also wounded or killed as a result of military operations, and are reported to be
disproportionally affected by the deteriorating humanitarian conditions.>® According to the UN Children's
Fund (UNICEF), at least 3.6 million children in Irag, or one in five, are at serious risk of death, injury, sexual
violence, abduction and recruitment by armed groups.> According to Save the Children, the assault on the
city of Mosul threatens to put more than 600,000 children in the line of fire unless safe routes and other
protection measures are put in place.*

A large and reportedly increasing number of children are reportedly arbitrarily arrested on terrorism-related
charges and detained incommunicado in detention facilities, police stations and rehabilitation centres of the
Iragi Government and the KRG authorities, respectively, at times for prolonged periods.>® Children are
reportedly also detained in lieu of relatives suspected of involvement in acts of terrorism.5’

In areas in Iraq under the de facto control of ISIS, the group reportedly implements their strict interpretations
of Shari’a law, according to which consensual same-sex sexual acts between men constitute a contravention
of the laws and are punishable by death.%® The upsurge in violence and associated strengthening of non-state
armed actors has reportedly also compounded the vulnerability of persons of diverse sexual orientations
and/or gender identities in other parts of Irag, with such individuals, including children,> reportedly often
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subjected to multiple forms of abuses at the hands of different state and non-state actors, including their
immediate and extended families, wider society, state authorities, as well as a range of armed groups.®

Treatment of Civilians Fleeing ISIS-Held Areas to Other Areas of Iraq

Human rights organizations and observers have expressed grave concerns about the treatment of civilians
fleeing from Mosul and other ISIS-held areas as the ISF and associated forces advance towards retaking
territory.5! According to reports, ISIS has shot at or captured and executed civilians attempting to escape from
areas under its control; others fall victim to IEDs planted by ISIS along escape routes.®? Reports describe that
ISIS has forcibly relocated thousands of civilians to strategic locations in and around Mosul where they are at
great risk of being used as human shields.®®

Men and teenage boys as young as 14 fleeing from ISIS-held areas are regularly separated from their families
and required to undergo strict security vetting by the ISF and associated forces at security screening sites,
which are located at mustering points near frontlines, at checkpoints, in makeshift facilities such as schools or
factories, or in dedicated reception or transit centres. The screening processes reportedly often lack judicial
oversight.% Screening sites offer very limited shelter, shading, food, water, hygiene and sanitation and
healthcare,% and are often located close to the frontlines.®® While some are released within days, others
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