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Chapter 1 

Women and political development in the Syrian Arab Republic 

 

Introduction  

Syria went through key political phases after its independence in 1946. After the 
massive public anger on the Arab governments following what is called in 
political literature “The Nakbeh” or calamity (the occupation of Palestine and the 
establishment of the Jewish state in 1948), a series of military coups took place 
in Syria started in 1949 and continued till 1954, after which the unification 
between Syrian and Egypt took place to be n aborted in 1961 by another military 
coup. The March 8th Revolution led by Al-Baath Party then came to power in 
1963 to be followed by the Correctional Movement led by President Hafez al-
Assad in 16/11/1970. After President Hafez al-Assad death in June 2000, 
President Bashar al-Assad became officially president of Syria on 17/7/2000. 

When the late Hafez al-Assad became president in 1970, he set up a clear-cut 
political program that was convincing for many political parties and broad political 
and popular circles that joined in later on constituting a coalition called the 
National Progressive Front (NPF) that legitimized activities of the parties that 
signed the NPF charter. The establishment of that front was an indication of a 
new era of political stability in Syria based on constitutional legitimacy through 
the adoption of a permanent constitution setting up the basis for government and 
providing guarantees of general rights to the citizens. 
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1- Institutional thinking in the Syrian Arab Republic 

The institutional thinking of the existing system in Syria is based on the notion 
that Al Baath Arab Socialist Party is the leader of state and society pursuant to 
Article 8 of the constitution, and that the NPF represents the main factor in 
consolidating national unity. The NPF comprises 10 parties representing all the 
officially recognized political parties, in addition to representatives of 2 large 
popular organizations: the General Union of Workers Associations and the 
General Union of Farmers, and that is in harmony with Al Baath Party philosophy 
that considers workers and farmers its basic foundation. Al Baath Party 
leadership of society is manifested through the popular organizations it directly 
supervises (whose policies are formulated by it) and those are: General Union of 
Workers associations, General Union of Farmers, General Union of Women, 
Revolutionary Youth Union, Teachers Syndicate, Al Baath Vanguards 
Organization and other vocational organizations. 

The General Union of Women, despite being the only recognized organization in 
Syria that represents women who constitute more than 49% of the population, is 
not represented in the NPF. 

According to the conception of the existing institutional thinking, the NPF 
provides a formula for joint work and a channel of dialogue between those parties 
and organizations, and this formula is supposed to reinforce trust between them. 

And since the NPF is the highest platform for joint work, it is entitled not only to 
tackle local and external political topics but also economic issues in order to 
achieve “the mobilization of all human and material forces and resources”1, and 
other daily life issues. The NPF was established as a result of a dialogue 
following the setting up of a committee (by virtue of Presidential Decision 35 of 
1971) that comprised representatives of the relevant parties and leaderships who 
were 6 at the time. 

 In 2005, the number of those parties reached 10: Al Baath Arab Socialist Party, 
the Arab Socialist Union Party, the Syrian Communist Party (with its two sections 
each became a separate party one led by Wisal Farha Bagdash and the other by 
Yusef Faisal), the Socialist Unionists Party, the Arab Socialists Movement, the 
Unionist Socialist Democratic Party, the National Social Party, Al ‘Aahd Party and 
the Arab Democratic Union, provided that Al Baath Arab Socialist Party holds 
51% of all NPF bodies and the rest is divided between the others. 

The NPF charter was signed on 07.03.1971 after lengthy discussions and 
preparations that lasted almost a year. 

The NPF is looked at from the perspective of the existing system’s institutional 
thinking as a form of political plurality that guarantees citizens the right of 
expression via the parties they became a member of, or via the two popular 
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organizations. In addition to its central leadership, the NPF has sub-leaderships 
in all governorates alongside its bureaus and specialized committees that provide 
it with studies and researches. The NPF Charter lays down its central leadership 
that comprises representatives of all parties and popular organizations and may 
include new bodies that abides by its charter and that any member (individual, 
body or party) who violates its charter or decisions may be expelled. 

The preamble of the charter states that “the NPF is established to strengthen our 
progressive national struggle for the purpose of building the unified Arab socialist 
society and is a mean to rally around the progressive system in this country, 
consolidate its pillars and protect its political and socio- economic 
accomplishments”.2

It is fair to say that the NPF played a significant role during difficult times after its 
establishment. However, many believes that reviewing the future role of NPF in 
terms of performance, parties affiliated, the inclusion of other parties or 
organizations, the adoption of a new political party law to legitimize and organize 
political activity inside and outside NPF and activate the role of citizens (both 
males and females) in public life became a necessity, and this view is adopted by 
Al Baath Party during its June 2005 conference by endorsing a recommendation 
to issue a new political party law and activate NPF role. 

The said phase attracted many groups to the human development process, 
which was previously marginalized, and that came as a result of a new thinking 
associated with this phase of political life which made the notion of greater 
participation by the general public expands horizontally and vertically nationwide, 
especially in the early years following the Correctional Movement motivated by 
the principles declared by the initiator of that new political program that came as 
the right answers to a number of unforeseen local and outside issues that 
required both a theory and a practical reply especially after the “June Setback”. 

That phase introduced itself as a comprehensive program to face all critical 
issues including those dealing with freedom and democracy connected with a 
dialectical relationship related to public participation in government activity and 
decision-making. 

According to the thinking of the political leadership at that phase: “A rule doesn’t 
become democratic by virtue of a law, but the people should practice democracy 
for a long time and that necessitates the existence of popular organizations and 
free elections…”3  

According to that announcement, the first step began to establish the state’s 
democratic institutions including the People’s Assembly, NPF and the Local 
Administration, and to complete the establishment of the popular organizations, 
which are tools for what is called popular democracy (to be distinguished from 
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liberal democracy) and expand its representation basis to include all popular 
groups. 

However, the experiment of providing the proper climate to practice popular 
democracy optimally was faced with by the following obstacles and 
shortcomings: 

a) Conditions resulted from the Israeli occupation of the Golan Heights in 
1967. 

b) Maturity level of social forces, their level of involvement in production and 
their sense of national solidarity and the necessity of assuming their 
historical responsibility in exercising control over state institutions. 

c)  Tendency for extreme centralization at all levels and failure to complete 
the establishment of the proper tools for democratic practice such as 
political party law, press law and a new association law.  

d) Failure to implement fully the NPF Charter agreed on by all parties 
affiliated, especially in relation to freedom of political activity, opening of 
offices, issuance of party newspapers or NPF one. 

All the above stressed the need to find the means to consolidate national 
unity in order to confront the occupiers(being the first obstacle), attempt to 
create a state of institutions and adopt the notion of local administration to 
overcome the second obstacle.  

2- The environment surrounding women’s activities.  

The woman’s cause should not be considered a special one but it should be 
looked at as a social issue related to the existing level of social progress 
affecting it and affected by it in a distinguished dialectical relationship. The 
whole issue is not merely a superficial juristic equality such as giving women 
the right of education and work because the problem lies in woman’s 
awareness of her humanity. If the key focus of the current stage is still 
development as it was the case for decays, development doesn’t just mean 
improvement of standard of living but also liberate the human being to be able 
to exercise his/her political, economic and social rights, otherwise there will 
be no human development. And as the human being is man and woman, 
awareness of woman’s humanity by both is the first step forward, and woman 
we want is that one that who participates in development with all it 
consequences and positive effects. 

Work and education surely represent significant values for women in the Arab 
World. All studies underline the importance of women’s participation in the 
labor market (although this participation is still below ambition) and the 
increasing number of female school students. Yet, those studies confirmed 
that Arab societies in general including Syria have less literate women and 
less working women given the number of females in the population (the 
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percentage of female workers in the labor market has now reached around 
20%). Syrian statistics indicate that the total female workforce grew during 
1981-2001 as shown in table (1).  

The number of female workers grew from 166,000 in 1981 to 804,000 in 2001 
to reach around 900,000 in 2005 from a total workforce of 5 million, which 
means that females constitute less than 1/5 of the total workforce despite the 
fact that females constitute almost half of the total population which reached 
around 18 million, and this explains the disproportion in the number of job 
opportunities available to females compared to males, which is clearly unfair 
to women and this is due to the conditions of social environment which is in 
many cases frustrating to women when entering the labor market under 
various excuses, given that a considerable fraction of the population believes 
that women are born for childbearing and home keeping. In addition, the 
government has failed to draw up specific policies to overcome that 
disproportion and conduct programs aimed at bridging the gap between 
males and females in the workplace and in the type of jobs done by men and 
women.  

 

Table (1)  

Female and male workforce and the population in 2001 

 (By thousands) 

 

2001  

Males Females Total 

Employed  3926 804 4730 
Unemployed  311 234 545 

 

Workforce  Total  4237 1338 5275 
Outside the workforce  851 2832 4683 
Unemployed  588 4870 9958 
Total  8552 6168 16720 

Year 
Relation to 
workforce 

 

Source: Abeer Haddad & Francois Francis: population, the workforce and 
unemployment in Syria, a diploma thesis under the supervision of Dr Samuel 
Abboud, Damascus, 2003, conducted by a research team based on the 
Syrian statistical collections of 2002, Central Bureau for Statistics, Damascus, 
tables page 80-84. 
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Article 45 of the permanent constitution stipulates: “the state shall guarantee 
women all the opportunities that enable them full and active participation in 
the political, social, cultural and economic life and shall remove all obstacles 
that hinder their development and participation in building the Arab socialist 
society”. 

It is worth mentioning that the adoption of this Article was made during a 
heated debate where there was a substitute text proposed by Mrs. Souad al-
Abdullah (woman MP at the 1971 People’s Assembly (parliament) containing 
an unequivocal text about full equality instead of active participation. 

The Syrian constitution in its essence emphasizes on the equality in rights, 
gender and duties for all citizens and there shall be no discrimination based 
on gender, color, race or religion. Men and women are equally guaranteed 
rights of living, employment, learning …etc. however, as soon as men and 
women begin to establish families together, and men are given more rights in 
the personal status law, penal law and naturalization law. 

The legalization of such social practices makes women inferior to men while 
men are considered independent individuals having independent and 
respectable identity. This social perspective may be one of the most important 
reasons that require even from the educated or working women to see in men 
their safe haven. 

A study conducted in 2001 reached a noticeable conclusion that 
discrimination against women is not the result of the stance taken by previous 
generations because latest stats in the field of equality show that stance of 
the younger generations is not substantially different, and although women 
constitute 64% of the teaching staff in the elementary stage, 50% in higher 
stages and 20% in the academic stage, this significant participation in the 
upbringing of the country’s generations did not convey a message convincing 
the younger generation to adopt the principles of justice and equality.4

The school curricula up to recent times kept teaching students contents that 
reinforce differences between the woman staying at home and the man in the 
field or going to work. If the educational system played a significant role in 
enabling women to pursuit knowledge on a wider scale compared to the early 
period of independence, that system failed to create a new spirit and form 
new attitudes towards women and this is mainly due to the fact that society 
still considers marriage, childbearing and devotion to family duties the merits 
that determine the basic value of women. 

Results obtained from the comprehensive Sociocultural survey conducted 
1994-1995 showed that 66.5% of fathers and 65.5% of mothers prefer to 
marry their girls during the age of 16-20, and this is also something preferred 
by 50.3% of girls in fear of missing the train of marriage.  
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One of the strange things about this is that greater levels of education for men 
do not necessarily change man’s attitude towards woman’s work. 

All that underlines failure of education, culture and media to show the civilized 
values that contradict this prejudiced attitude towards women. The academic 
education which is supposed to change views and attitudes and re-shape 
human character to be more compatible with modern concepts, but in reality, 
it failed to overcome prevailing traditions and conventions imposed by a 
conservative society. 

It seems that some curricula and press create fake awareness of the 
woman’s cause. The press for example concentrates on the traditional role of 
woman as mother, wife, housewife and student, and focuses on women’s 
problems not as being key social issues but from a sympathetic perspective 
concerned with issues of divorce, personal status law, custody, alimony, 
dower and others. 

It seems that politicians in the post-independence period were more 
enthusiastic to see women assume their right position in society than the 
politicians of today with their conservative views towards women backed by 
large sections of society as shown in an incident narrated by the national 
leader Sa’ad Allah al-Jabri5. 

Women in Syria achieved scores of accomplishments throughout the years 
and gained their voting and election rights from early 1950s, which are 
significant accomplishments achieved during the second half of the 20th 
century (the period after independence in 1946) whether in terms of social 
rights such as equal remuneration for men and women workers for work of 
equal value, or political rights such as the right to vote and run for legislative 
assemblies , and that is through various constitutions and laws. 

Syrian women have been holding portfolios since 1976, beginning with the 
portfolio of Culture, then the portfolios of Culture and Higher Education in the 
1991 cabinet and the portfolios of Labor and Compatriots in the 2000 cabinet. 

Women also joined some Baath Party’s leadership at governorate level. In the 
last party conference, women became for the first time members in the 
Regional Leadership, and in 2005, a woman (Wisal Farha Bagdash) holds the 
position of the Syrian Communist Party’s General Secretary succeeding her 
husband Khaled Bagdash, which underlines the effect of tribal fatherly 
mentality over political practice. In addition, a woman called Rahab Al Beetar 
is currently chairing an unlicensed political party recently founded. Women 
also work in the Syrian diplomatic corps, and they entered the judiciary as of 
195 and also the police force, army, academic education, healthcare 
system…etc. 

 9



Moreover, women holds high ranking positions in all government & civil 
institutions, vocational unions, popular organizations and the 
doctors/pharmacists/lawyers/artists/teachers/workers/artisans/farmers\ unions 
but in unsatisfactory numbers.  

Furthermore, various working-woman committees have been established in 
all public sector labor facilities and union organizations in order to promote 
the role of working women and remove the obstacles preventing their full 
participation in work and development. On the other hand, working women in 
the private sector remained deprived from such protection, especially in the 
light of weakness of labor unions in that sector and the fact that many private 
sector employers evaded enrolling their employees in social security. 

The ratio of working women to the female population increased during 1980-
1996, whereas in 1980 female workers constituted only 6.4% of the total male 
state workforce and 1.64 of the total female population (62004 female workers 
against a total of 330285 state employees). That figure rose to 229942 female 
workers in 1996, which constitutes almost 7.47% of the male state workforce and 
3.22% of the total female population. It is noted that this percentage rose during 
the 1980s to stabilize during the 1990s to slightly rise again during the first years 
of the 21st century. 

However, and despite the accomplishments achieved by women in the Syrian 
society, woman’s social status contradicts her legal one, especially in relation to 
personal status law, penal law and naturalization law. 

The Syrian naturalization law grants privileges to the father and deny mother 
those same privileges. Children of Syrian women married to non-Syrians are not 
considered Syrians even if they were born and lived in Syria, while children of 
Syrian men married to non-Syrians (even if the wife is foreigner and the children 
are born overseas) are considered Syrians. 

As for the legality of marriages, women are not entitled to wed by themselves as 
adult males do even if they have reached the legal age because they are in that 
case considered minors and must have guardians.  

In relation to the issue of guardianship in general, the man alone have the right to 
be a guardian and the right of divorce is also enjoyed by man alone. In addition, 
women do not have the right of custody over their children after the age of 13 for 
males and 15 for females, and in inheritance the female is entitled to half of what 
male inherits. All that is done despite the fact that the Syrian constitution, which 
is the basic code that all legislations must be harmonious with, treats all citizens 
equally in terms of rights and duties in all aspects of life and addresses the 
citizen in all its terms as being an entity of man and woman together and even 
stipulates in article 45 (mentioned earlier) that the state shall ensure equal 
opportunities for women. So if the promotion of women is a realistic goal, serious 
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efforts must be exerted within a comprehensive social framework since every 
individual is seeking a better social environment not only for women but for both 
genders. 

Furthermore, and in addition to the existing incompatible laws, there is a heritage 
of traditions and backward interpretation of religious texts, incompetent 
development programs, and failure to implement the policies endorsed by the 9th 
5-Year Plan in a special chapter pertaining to women’s enablement aimed at 
promoting women as part of the national strategy for women in Syria. 

In short, it is fair to say that what is achieved has not been reflected positively (as 
it should be) on women’s life in general since there are serious shortcomings at 
all levels in regard to women’s enablement and women are still far-off from the 
political, economic, administrative and social decision-making positions. 

3- Determinants of political participation through the constitution and laws, 
especially women's right of voting and running for membership in the 
elected people’s assemblies in Syria 

The new institutional thinking of the political leadership after the 1970s era was 
reflected not only in the political statements issued after the Correctional 
Movement of 1970 but also was confirmed in the permanent constitution issued 
on 12.03.1973 and adopted in a popular referendum. The letter and spirit of that 
constitution emphasized that popular democracy is the formula that guarantees 
citizens the right to exercise democracy and that democracy is not complete 
unless citizens are socio-economically free. 

The preamble of the current Syrian constitution states: "freedom is a holy right", 
and popular democracy is the ideal formula that guarantees citizens the right to 
exercise their freedom making them decent people capable of giving, building 
and defending their country". Article 50 of the constitution stipulates: "the 
people's Assembly (parliament) shall assume the legislative power as stipulated 
in the constitution and its members shall be elected by a general, secret, direct 
and equal vote pursuant to the provisions of the election law". 

Article 75 stipulates: "the said election law shall contain texts that guarantee 
voters the right to meet their representatives, soundness of the elections and the 
right of voters to monitor the election process and punish those who go against 
their will". 

Article 26 stipulates: "every citizen has the right to contribute in the political, 
economic, social and cultural life". 

Article 27 stipulates: "all citizens shall exercise their rights and enjoy their 
freedoms pursuant to the law". 
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Article 45 stipulates: "the state shall guarantee women all the opportunities that 
allow them full and effective participation in the political, social, cultural and 
economic life and seek to remove all obstacles that hinder their progress towards 
building the Arab socialist society". 

Article 47 stipulates: "the state shall provide cultural, social and health services, 
especially in rural areas to develop them". 

Articles 38 stipulate: "every citizen shall have the right to express his/her opinions 
freely and publicly in speech, in writing and in all other means of expression, and 
shall contribute in the control and constructive criticism to ensure the soundness 
of national and Arab structure. The state shall guarantee freedom of the press 
and publication pursuant to the law". 

It is obvious that Syrian law makers emphasized through the said texts on the 
right of direct and indirect participation of citizens (without discriminating between 
man and woman) in the political and economic decision-making and the 
monitoring of its implementation.  

Article 49 stipulates: "the popular organizations shall effectively participate in all 
sectors and assemblies specified by the law to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Build the Arab socialist society and protect its system. 
2. Plan and guide the national economy. 
3. Develop working conditions, safety, health, culture and all the other conditions 

connected with the lives of members of society. 
4. Achieve scientific and technological progress and develop methods of 

production. 
5. Popular control over machinery of government”. 

It is obvious that the constitutional texts in Syria in themselves provide a 
considerable room for maneuver in the decision-making process within the 
framework of the said texts. However, the daily application in practice upon 
implementation of those texts remains subject to the roles some administrative 
bodies in charge of executing the law give to themselves under various 
justifications. Those justifications can, within the current view toward the state, 
lessen the strength of those texts and such problem could further escalate when 
the country in question has no powerful judiciary dedicated to strictly apply the 
law away from any influence, especially with the increased strength and effective 
role of bureaucracy associated with the slackening pace of separation of powers 
and the decline of the principles of respect of participation, dialogue and control 
over administration. In addition, and with the pressing need for laws regulating 
that practice of democracy such as a political party law (there hasn’t been any 
political party law since 1953-1958), a new press law and a new association’s 
law are needed since many articles of the constitutions end in the phrase "the 
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law shall regulate this". Therefore those rights become abstract unless the 
necessary laws are issued to regulate them. 

The development of women's voting and election rights through the various 
constitutions from the 1st conference till the current constitution since 1973 may 
be briefly reviewed as follows: 

The 1st Syrian conference of 1919 did not allow any participation for women. The 
French mandate afterwards made sure to maintain a form of parliamentary life, 
so Syria had a number of parliaments during the French colonial rule 1920-1946 
as shown in table (2). However, women were deprived not only from 
representation in the parliaments established by the French colonial power 
during its stay in Syria but also from election right. Syrian women had to wait till 
after independence to gain their election right in 1949, and then the right to vote 
in 1953, but wining a seat in the People's Assembly only came after women were 
appointed at first in the legislative assemblies by a decision from the high 
authority. 

The last parliament elected under French mandate was the 1943 House of 
Representatives, which continued to exist in the midst of difficult conditions 
struggling for independence after World War II. The many changes after the war 
enabled Syria and Lebanon to gain real independence without any political, 
military or economic conditions. The role played by some Syrian parliamentarians 
was faced by a hostile reaction from some French circles who continued to 
exercise colonial domination and refused to assimilate Syria's insistence on 
independence till the last minute of French existence on Syrian soil resulting in 
those circles ordering the shelling of the Syrian parliament building on 29/5/1945 
causing the death of many national guard personnel newly established as a 
protection force for the national authority that was preparing itself for 
independence. The national government of independence maintained the 
parliament elected at the last days of French colonial rule and held elections in 
1947 one year after independence. 

After the election law was revised and election held based on 1 category instead 
of 2 and the right to elect was given only to males over 20 years of age, the first 
house of representatives after independence was elected on June 5th 1947 but 
did not last long and was dissolved after the first military coup carried out by 
Husni al-Zaeem6 in 1949, which opened the way for a series of military coups in 
which the army comes out of its barracks to return seemingly after changing the 
existing political regime and handing power to individuals it deems suitable to its 
national aspirations. Those coups continued till 16/10/1970 which is the date of 
staging the Correctional Movement by then lieutenant general Hafez al-Assad, 
after which the political situation remained stable till present date. After the 
appointed assembly of 1971 completed drafting the permanent constitution 
(which was adopted in 1973), parliamentary elections were decided to be held 
every 4 years and the level of women's participation and representation in the 
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People’s Assembly evidently increased (given that the number of female 
members for the current legislative term is 30 out of 250, which makes up 12% of 
its members.) 

Regardless of the issue of declining democracy and civil society and the 
interference of the military in civil life, the real situation on the ground indicates 
that every movement of change brings with it sometimes positive gains to 
organize the judiciary and parliamentary life. 

In 1949, the military regime established by Husni al-Zaeem introduced a number 
of important laws such as the civil law that is still in force till present date, in 
addition to a new election law through which a constituent assembly was 
established and a committee set up to draft a new constitution that was 
considered by jurist circles at the time acceptable and better than the previous 
one. 

As for the general election law and the extraordinary7 amendments of 1949, 
Article 7 stipulates that every Syrian male or female who completed 18 years of 
age at the first of January of the year of election shall have the right to be an 
elector in the constituency he/she is registered in, provided that they enjoy their 
civil and political rights and not deprived from electoral capacity. However, this 
law laid down restrictions on women's practicing their election right by stipulating 
that they should possess at least elementary education and that separate polling 
centers should be dedicated to them, while stipulating that candidates should be 
only males, completed 30 years of age, are Syrian citizen for over 10 years at 
least and completed minimum 5th grade of elementary education. 

The Syrian constitution issued in 1950 by the constituent assembly stipulates that 
the constituents are Syrian males and females who completed 18 years of age 
and that every Syrian citizen shall have the right to run for parliament if they meet 
election conditions: educated, completed 30 years of age and meeting the 
necessary conditions stipulated in the election law. The text implies that the right 
to be a candidate is restricted only to males. 

The constitution issued after a subsequent military coup in 1953 (during the 
military rule of colonel Adeeb al-Shishakli regime) was more progressive and 
stipulated that male and female constituents are the citizens who completed 18 
years of age at the first of January of the year of election and are registered in 
the civil registration records and meeting the conditions stipulated in the election 
law and that every person entitled to run for parliament should run for 
parliament8. At this stage, the age of those entitled to run for parliament was 
lowered to 25 years9 and that they should meet the conditions stipulated in the 
election law, the most important of which is that a candidate should be 
educated10, but women at the time were unable to enter parliament due to the 
fact that no woman stood as a candidate for parliament during the said election 
period. 
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It is obvious that the 1953 constitution was the first Syrian constitution to grant 
women not only the right to vote but also the right to run for legislative 
assemblies just like men. However, no woman was able to do so at the time and 
this may be due to the fact that the conditions of the elections that were held 
under that constitution did not attract nationwide enthusiasm neither among 
women nor among men given the undemocratic nature of that regime11. In 
addition, no woman was member of the 1954 parliament (known as House of 
Representatives at the time), which came after the elections that followed the 
overthrow of the previous regime by the army via a military coup and the handing 
over of power to civilians. It worth mentioning here that the Syrian Communist 
Party mentions in its documents the women's votes played a significant role in 
carrying its candidate Khaled Bagdash to parliament, which indicates that 
women's participation in the election process was in good rates. 

Yet, the first woman to be MP in a Syrian parliament was during the unification 
between Syria and Egypt (1958-1961) in which the unification parliament known 
as the "Nation's Assembly" comprised 600 members, 200 from the northern 
region (Syria) and 400 from the southern region (Egypt), and for the first time in 
Syrian history a woman became a member of a legislative assembly since two 
women named Jihan Al Mosli and Widad Haroun were members of the said 
Nation's Assembly. It is obvious here that women’s entry to parliament in that 
case came by virtue of a decision by the high authority and not as a result of 
women's influence in the street or the constituents' decision to carry women into 
parliament via the ballot boxes. 

The separation between Syrian and Egypt took place on 28/9/1961, and in the 
permanent constitution of the separation era12, women's political rights that were 
gained during unification and before suffered a setback. By virtue of the said 
constitution, women retained their right to vote but were denied candidacy right 
and the age o f running for parliament became 30 and was restricted to males 
only as mentioned earlier. 

The provisional constitution of the 1963 March 8th Revolution issued in 1964 
changed the constitutional framework of the definition of the state. Article 1 of 
that constitution stipulates: "Syria is a sovereign socialist democratic popular 
republic and is part of the Arab nation", and article 31 stipulates: "the 
Revolutionary National Assembly shall assume the legislative power and shall 
control the work of the executive power". Article 32 determined the tasks of that 
Assembly: "to elect the Presidential Assembly, amend the permanent constitution 
and organize a nationwide referendum". Article 33 stipulates: "the Revolutionary 
National Assembly shall be formed from its current members (appointed), in 
addition to representatives from the people whose number and method of 
representation shall be determined by a law. Later on, the members of that 
Assembly were appointed on two stages, the first formation were appointed in 
1965 where the Revolutionary National Assembly held a meeting (parliamentary 
meeting) on 1/9/1965 and comprised 8 women13 out of 95 members, while the 
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second formation was appointed on 15/2/1966 by expanding the former 
Assembly and including new male and female members, which made the total 
number of members 134, 12 of which were women after 4 more women were 
included14. It seems that the last Assembly was not able to hold any session due 
to disagreements within the pyramid of power at the time, so a movement called 
the February 23 Movement seized power on 23/2/1966 (the Revolutionary 
National Assembly was cancelled few days earlier). A shift in the political course 
then took place at the hands of then lieutenant general Hafez al-Assad who 
seized power on 16/11/1970.  

In 1972 an assembly called the People's Assembly in 1971 in which women held 
4 seats. The said Assembly enacted the permanent constitution at the end of 
January 1973, which laid down the method of electing the coming assembly via a 
popular referendum. The first legislative term of the People's Assembly began on 
9/6/1973 in which women were represented in various rates. The 7th term ended 
on 2/12/2002 at the rate of one term every 4 years. A new term began in 2003. 

Table (2) 

Succession of legislative assemblies (parliaments) in Syria from the first 
independence in 1919 till the last legislative term of the current People’s 

Assembly founded by virtue of the permanent constitution of 1973 

Political situation Term of the 
assembly 

Year month day N
um

be
r 

of
 

m
em

be
rs

  year Name of the 
assembly 

S
er

ia
l N

o 

The first constituent assembly 
established in Syria to declare 
independence and draft a 
constitution. This assembly came 
after the revolution of Hussein 
ibn-Ali erupted in Al Hejaz and 
the consequent liberation of 
Damascus forcing the Ottoman 
army out of Syria by the Arab 
army under the leadership of 
prince Faisal Bin Al Hussein on 
30/9/1918 and declaring him 
king.  

This conference held its first 
session on 3/6/1919 with a main 
objective of responding to Syria's 
aspiration of independence in its 
natural borders (current Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine), 
rejecting the Zionist immigration 
into Palestine and rejecting The 
Sykes-picot agreement that 

1  6 1 90 3/6/1919 

 

The First Syrian 
Conference 

1 

 16



contained the splitting of 
influence over Syria between 
Britain and France. The last 
session to be held was on 
19/7/1920, after which the 
French forces occupied 
Damascus. 
Elections were held under the 
French mandate putting into 
practice the Sykes-Picot 
agreement. Those elections 
were specific to Syria in its 
current political and geographical 
borders (with the exception of 
Iskandarona district that was 
separated from Syria and 
annexed to Turkey in 1938) and 
to natural Syria as all Arabs 
wished. 

0  1 4 33 1923 The First house 
of 
representatives 

2 

Election0  8 27 s were held under the 
French mandate. 

67 1928 The Constituent 
Assembly 

3 

Election0  7 12 s were held under the 
French mandate. 

70 1923 The Legislative 
Assembly 

4 

Election2  6 17 s were held under the 
French mandate. 

85  

then 

104 

1936 The House of 
Representatives  

5 

Election3  9 24 s were held under the 
French mandate before 3 days of 
its end. The House continued to 
function after independence and 
the departure of French troops 
on 16/4/1946 from Syria in its 
current political borders. 

124 1943 The House of 
Representatives  

6 

The first hou1  4 32 se of 
representatives elected after 
independence. 

131 1947 The House of 
Representatives  

7 

Elected under the first military 
coup in Syria led by Husni al-
Zaeem and it was later dissolved 
following another military coup. 

0  1o 4 113 1949 The Constituent 
Assembly & The 
House of 
Representatives  

8 

Elected duri0  8 26 ng the military rule of 
colonel Adeeb al-Shishakli by 
virtue of the election law issued 
30/7/1953, which is the amended 
version of the 1949 law. Voting 
age was determined as 18 and 
this right were given to males 
and females for the first time. 
Every Syrian citizen who 
completed 25 years of age and 
has been Syrian for over 10 
years has the right to be a 
candidate and this is the first 

83 1953 The House of 
Representatives  

9 
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significant gain for women in 
election laws. However, no 
woman reached the House since 
no one stood as candidate. 
The previous House was 
dissolved after the overthrow of 
the military regime by another 
coup that handed over power to 
civilians. A new House was 
elected (no woman was 
represented in it) and continued 
to function till the beginning of 
the unification era in 1958. 

The new House held on 
17/11/1957 a joint session with 
the Egyptian House of 
Representatives, after which the 
unification between Syria and 
Egypt was declared via an 
announcement signed by 
members of the two Houses. 
Putting into effect the minutes of 
the meeting held by the two 
governments on 2/1/1957 that 
contained unification steps such 
as the meeting between 
presidents of the two countries to 
declare the unification jointly, the 
legislative assemblies of both 
countries met to issue a number 
of decisions: official declaration 
of unification, nominate the new 
president, authorize the new 
president to issue a provisional 
constitution, hold a popular 
referendum on the items 
endorsed, especially approving 
the nominated president and the 
provisional constitution. This 
House held its last meeting on 
5/2/1985 after issuing the 
legislations related to the 
aforesaid issues and nominated 
Jamal Abdel Naser for 
presidency. 

3  4 3 134 1954 The house of 
Representatives  

10 

Members are distributed as 
follows: 200 from the northern 
region; Syria (2 of which are 
females for the first time), and 
400 from the southern region; 
Egypt.  

Pursuant to referendum results 
by which Gamal Abdul Nasser 

1  2 7 600 195The Nation's 
Assembly (the 
Assembly of 
unification 
between Syria 
and Egypt) 

8 11 
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was selected president and the 
provisional constitution 
approved, members of the 
Nation's Assembly were 
nominated for the two regions. 
For the first time in parliamentary 
history in Syria, two women 
became members of this 
Assembly, which continued to 
function till the separation on 
28/9/1961. 
(no femal0  9 19 e members) 

The military seized power again 
and declared the separation 
between Syria and Egypt, issued 
a provisional constitution and 
then election were held to set up 
a constituent assembly in order 
to draft a new constitution within 
a period of 6 months and then 
transform that assembly into a 
house of representatives. 

173 1961 The House of 
Representatives  

12 

Members of this assembly were 
at first 95 including 8 women 
then became 134 including 12 
women. The period 1963-1970 
was full of conflicts and political 
developments, which began with 
the March 8th Revolution in 1963. 

 A decree issued 9/6/1963 
stipulated the jurisdictions and 
tasks of the Revolutionary 
National Assembly (considering 
it a legislative assembly) and 
was formed by virtue of a law 
issued 23/8/1965 determining 
the number of its members to be 
95 including 8 women with an 
aim of drafting a constitution for 
the country. A decree was issued 
then on 14/2/1966 expanding the 
Assembly's membership to 134 
including 12 women, but this last 
assembly only lasted few days 
and was dissolve by virtue of 
decision 1 dated 23/2/1966 
issued by the Al Baath Party's 
Temporary Regional Leadership 
nullifying the constitution at the 
same time. Many events then 
followed in the region following 
the defeat of the June 5 1967, 
which affected the internal stage 

0  6 0 95 19The National 
Assembly 

65 13 
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causing many crises, and the 
situation remained tense till 
16/10/1970 
The number of female members 
is 4.  

The Assembly is an appointed 
one and has a basic function of 
drafting a constitution. 

3  5 0 173 19The People’s 
Assembly 
(appointed 
assembly) 

70 14 

The number of female members 
is 4. 

 Elections were held pursuant to 
the new constitution which gave 
women the right to vote and 
stand as a candidate equally with 
men. Elections have being held 
in the manner stipulated by the 
constitution regularly every 4 
years. 

4 years  186 9/6The People’s 
Assembly (1

/1973 

to 

8/6/1977 

st 
term) 

15 

The number of female members 
is 6. 

4 years  195 18The People’s 
Assembly (2

/8/197
7 

to 

17/8/198
1 

nd 
term) 

16 

Number of female members 13. 4 years 195 16The People’s 
Assembly (3

/11/19
81 

to 

15/11/19
85 

rd 
term) 

17 

Number of female members 16. 4 years  195 27The People’s 
Assembly (4

/2/198
6 

to 

27/2/199
0 

th 
term) 

18 

Number of female members 21. 4 years  250 11The People’s 
Assembly (5

/6/199
0 

to 

10/6/199
4 

th 
term) 

19 

Number of female members 24. 4 years 250 10The People’s 
Assembly (6

/9/199
4 

to 

th 
term) 

20 

 20



9/91998 
Number of female members 26. 4 years  250 3/1The People’s 

Assembly (7
2/199

8 

to 

2002 

th 
term) 

21 

The first Assembly after 
President Bashar al-Assad 
assuming power and after the 
inaugural speech that was 
greatly counted on by the 
people. 

 250 9/3The People’s 
Assembly (8

/2002 

to 

/
 /200
7 

th 
term) 

22 

  

Women maintained a growing representation rate in the appointed or elected 
assemblies after the issuance of the 1973 constitution. So women’s presence 
witnessed a steady increased with each new term of the People’s Assembly as 
shown below. 

 

 

 

 

Table (3) 

Number of members 
Legislative term/date 

Males  Females  Total 
1st: from  09/06/1973 to 08/06/1977 182 4 186
2nd: from  18/08/1977 to 17/08/1981 189 6 195
3rd: from  16/11/1981 to 15/11/1985 182 13 195
4th: from  27/02/1986 to 27/02/1990 179 16 195
5th: from  11/06/1990 to 10/06/1994 229 21 250
6th: from  10/09/1994 to 09/09/1998 226 24 250
7th: from  03/12/1998 to 02/12/2002 224 26 250
8th: from  09/03/2003 to / /2007 220 30 250 

 

 

44--  DDeecciissiioonn--MMaakkiinngg  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  ppaarrlliiaammeenntt  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  ((hhiissttoorriicc  
oovveerrvviieeww))::  

 21
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PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  iiss  aattttaaiinneedd  tthhrroouugghh  eelleeccttiinngg  ppoolliiccyy--
ffoorrmmuullaattoorrss  wwhhoo  aarree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  eelleeccttoorrss  aatt  bbootthh  llooccaall  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  
lleevveellss..    

TThheerreeffoorree  cciittiizzeennss  aarree  nnoott  ddiirreeccttllyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  aanndd  
iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonnss  tthhrroouugghh  ppuubblliicc  rreeffeerreenndduummss  bbuutt  tthhrroouugghh  wwhhoomm  tthheeyy  ddeeppuuttiizzee  ttoo  
ddoo  tthhaatt,,  aass  iiff  eevveerryy  cciittiizzeenn  cchhoooosseess  ssoommeeoonnee  ttoo  ttaakkee  ppaarrtt  iinn  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  oorr  
ppoolliiccyy  ffoorrmmuullaattiioonn  oonn  hhiiss  bbeehhaallff..    

TThheeoorreettiiccaallllyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg,,  iitt  iiss  lliikkee  aa  ssoocciiaall  ccoonnttrraacctt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  cciittiizzeennss  ddeeppuuttiizzee  tthheeiirr  
rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  bbaalllloott  bbooxxeess,,  ttoo  mmaannaaggee  tthheeiirr  aaffffaaiirrss  aanndd  ddeecciiddee  oonn  
wwhhaatt  iiss  ggoooodd  ffoorr  tthheemm  wwiitthhoouutt  ccoonnssuullttiinngg  tthheemm  aallll  tthhee  ttiimmee,,  pprroovviiddeedd  tthhaatt  
ccoonnffiiddeennccee  iinn  tthhiiss  ssoocciiaall  ccoonnttrraacctt  wwiillll  bbee  rreevviieewweedd  aafftteerr  aa  ddeeffiinniittee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee  
aass  ooff  tthhee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  eelleeccttoorraall  ddeeppuuttiizziinngg  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  
tthhee  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  rreelleevvaanntt  rreegguullaattiioonnss..    

IItt  iiss  oobbvviioouuss  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  aa  tthheeoorreettiiccaall  aassssuummppttiioonn  nneecceessssiittaatteess  aa  ffrreeee  pprroocceessss  ooff  
aauutthhoorriizzaattiioonn  wwiitthhoouutt  hhaavviinngg  aannyy  ppaarrttyy  iimmppoossiinngg  iittss  wwiillll  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  wwiitthhiinn  aann  
aattmmoosspphheerree  ooff  aabbssoolluuttee  ffrreeeeddoomm  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  kkiinndd  ooff  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  oorr  pprreessssuurree..    

CCiittiizzeennss  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ttoo  rreeeevvaalluuaattee  tthheeiirr  cchhooiicceess  aafftteerr  aa  ddeeffiinniittee  
ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ddeecciiddee  oonn  wwhheetthheerr  tthheeiirr  cchhooiicceess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoorrrreecctt  oorr  
tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  cchhaannggee  bbyy  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess;;  ssuucchh  aa  pprroocceessss  iiss  kknnoowwnn  aass  
rroottaattiioonn  ooff  ppoowweerr  tthhrroouugghh  ppoollllss  eettcc..    

OOnnee  ffoorrmm  ooff  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  11997733  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  iiss  tthhee  
PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ((ppaarrlliiaammeenntt))  eelleeccttiioonnss..  

OOvveerr  aa  lloonngg  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  iittss  ppoolliittiiccaall  lliiffee,,  SSyyrriiaa  aaddoopptteedd  ppooppuullaarr  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  aass  aann  
iinnddiirreecctt  kkiinndd  ooff  ppooppuullaarr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  tthhaatt  wwaass  rrooootteedd  ttrraaddiittiioonnaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy’’ss  
ppoolliittiiccaall  sscceennee  ssiinnccee  iittss  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ppaarrlliiaammeennttaarryy  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn..  
SSoo,,  eevveenn  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  tthhaatt  wweerree  llaabbeelleedd  rreeaaccttiioonnaarryy  iinn  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss  uusseedd  
ttoo  rreeaaccttiivvaattee  tthhiiss  ttyyppee  ooff  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  eeaacchh  ttiimmee  iitt  wwaass  ssuussppeennddeedd,,  iirrrreessppeeccttiivvee  
ooff  rreeaassoonnss..    

TThhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhee  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  aallll  ssoocciiaall  
ccllaasssseess,,  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  lleeggiissllaattiinngg  aanndd  mmoonniittoorriinngg  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aaccttiivviittiieess  bbyy  mmeeaannss  
ooff  hhoollddiinngg  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  oonn  tthhee  CCaabbiinneett ’’ss  ppoolliiccyy  aanndd  aapppprroovviinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee  ggeenneerraall  
bbuuddggeett..  TThhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  hhaass  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  wwiitthhddrraaww  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccaabbiinneett  aass  aa  
wwhhoollee  oorr  ffrroomm  oonnee  mmiinniisstteerr..    

AArrttiiccllee  5500  ooff  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ssttiippuullaatteess  tthhaatt  aallll  MMPPss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  eelleecctteedd  
tthhrroouugghh  ppuubblliicc,,  sseeccrreett,,  ddiirreecctt  aanndd  eeqquuiittaabbllee  eelleeccttiioonnss..  AArrttiicclleess  5511  aanndd  5522  ssttiippuullaattee  
tthhaatt  ““TThhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy''ss  tteerrmm  iiss  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  tteerrmm  mmaayy  oonnllyy  bbee  
eexxtteennddeedd  iinn  ccaassee  ooff  wwaarr  aanndd  bbyy  vviirrttuuee  ooff  aa  llaaww””..    

TThhiiss  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  tthhee  lleeggiissllaattoorr  wwaannttss  ttoo  ssuurrvveeyy  cciittiizzeennss  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  
rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  eevveerryy  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss  aass  MMPPss  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  tthheeiirr  
rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  ccaannnnoott  bbee  rreessttrriicctteedd  bbyy  aa  ccoonnddiittiioonn  oorr  rreesseerrvvaattiioonn””    

IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  sseeccuurree  aa  ddeeffiinniittee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  MMPPss  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  wwoorrkkeerrss  aanndd  ppeeaassaannttss,,  
tthhee  lleeggiissllaattoorr  ssttiippuullaatteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMPPss  ooff  tthhee  ((AA))  ggrroouupp  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthheemm  sshhoouulldd  
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nnoott  bbee  lleessss  tthhaann  5500%%  ooff  tthhee  MMPPss  ttoottaalliinngg  225500  aass  ooff  tthhee  55thth  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  tteerrmm  
((1111//66//11999944--1100//66//11999988)),,  wwhheerreeaass  tthhee  ((BB))  ggrroouupp  rreepprreesseennttss  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  ssoocciiaall  
ccllaasssseess..    

IInn  iittss  44thth  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  tteerrmm  ((11998866--11999900)),,  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  wwiittnneesssseedd  aa  kknnoowwnn  
pprreecceeddeenntt  wwhheenn  iitt  uusseedd  iittss  rriigghhtt  ttoo  mmoonniittoorr  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  MMPPss  
iinntteerrvveennttiioonnss  aanndd  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  lleedd  ttoo  wwiitthhddrraaww  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  ffrroomm  ssoommee  mmiinniisstteerrss,,  
eevveenn  tthhoouugghh,,  aass  ssoommee  tthhiinnkkss,,  ssuucchh  aa  rreessuulltt  mmaayy  bbee  aattttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  aann  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  
wwiitthh  tthhee  hhiigghh  eexxeeccuuttiivvee  aauutthhoorriittyy..    

DDeessppiittee  tthhee  ppooppuullaarr  iinnddiiffffeerreennccee  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy''ss  eelleeccttiioonnss  aass  
cciittiizzeennss  tthhoouugghhtt  tthhaatt  tthhee  eelleecctteedd  MMPPss  aarree  cchhoosseenn  oonn  aa  bbaassiiss  ooff  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  
bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  NNPPFF  ppaarrttiieess,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  wwoouulldd  nnoott  
mmaakkee  aannyy  ddiiffffeerreennccee,,  tthhee  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  eelleeccttiioonnss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  44th  
legislative  term  (1986),  started  to  witness  an  ever  increasing  competition  to  win  
the  seats  not  allocated  to  the  NPF,  especially  in  the  recent  years.  The  number  of  
voters  that  amounted  to  61.18%  in  1994  of  those  entitled  to  vote  is  relatively  
good  compared  with  their  participation  in  the  local  councils'  elections  that  were  
held  to  implement  the  administrative  decentralization  principle.    

th

legislative term (1986), started to witness an ever increasing competition to win
the seats not allocated to the NPF, especially in the recent years. The number of
voters that amounted to 61.18% in 1994 of those entitled to vote is relatively
good compared with their participation in the local councils' elections that were
held to implement the administrative decentralization principle.

TThhee  aaccttuuaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vvootteerrss  iinnccrreeaasseedd  aallssoo  iinn  tthhee  11999988  eelleeccttiioonnss  ttoo  rreeaacchh  7777..55%%  
ooff  ppeeooppllee  eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  vvoottee,,  aanndd  8822%%  ooff  tthhee  hhoollddeerrss  ooff  eelleeccttiioonn  ccaarrddss,,  tthhee  uussee  ooff  
wwhhiicchh  ssttaarrtteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhoossee  eelleeccttiioonnss  ((aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  nnoott  ggiivveenn  ttoo  aallll  
ppeeooppllee  eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  vvoottee))..    

CCoommppeettiittiioonn  aammoonngg  ccaannddiiddaatteess  rreeaacchheedd  aa  hhiigghh  ppooiinntt  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaattss  nnoott  
aallllooccaatteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt--bbaacckkeedd  NNPPFF1515..  AAss  ooff  tthhee  11999944  eelleeccttiioonnss  wwhheenn  tthhee  
mmiiddddllee  ccllaassss  bbeeggaann  ttoo  rreettrreeaatt  aanndd  aa  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  ssccrraammbbllee  ttoo  eenntteerr  tthhee  ppaarrlliiaammeenntt  
ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  ssuurrffaaccee  aammoonngg  tthhee  ssoo  ccaalllleedd  ““ttrraannssiitt  ccllaassss””  ooff  tthhee  nneewwllyy  rriicchh  llooookkiinngg  
ffoorr  ppoolliittiiccaall  gglloorryy  iinn  tthhiiss  wwaayy..  

SSoommee  ooff  tthheemm,,  iinn  ffaacctt,,  ssppeenntt  aa  lloott  ooff  mmoonneeyy  oonn  eelleeccttiioonneeeerriinngg..  MMaannyy  ppeeooppllee  tthhiinnkk  
tthhaatt  tthhoossee  ggrroouuppss  aarree  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ttaakkee  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  iinnfflluueennccee  aanndd  mmaakkee  
ddeecciissiioonnss  iinn  tthheeiirr  ffaavvoorr..    

TThhee  ccoommppeettiittiioonn  bbeeccaammee  ggrreeaatteerr  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  ttwwoo  eelleeccttoorraall  tteerrmmss  tthhaatt  ppuusshheedd  oonnee  
ooff  tthhee    NNPPFF  nneewwssppaappeerrss    ttoo  wwrriittee  aabboouutt  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  eemmeerrggiinngg  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  ccaappiittaall;;  
aass  iitt  rreeppoorrtteedd  tthhaatt  aafftteerr  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonnss  ooff  11999911  aannyy  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  wwiinnnneerrss’’  lliissttss  
((oouuttssiiddee  NNPPFF  ppaarrttiieess))  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  ccllaasssseess  tthheeyy  rreepprreesseenntt  mmaakkeess  iitt  cclleeaarr  
tthhaatt  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  ccllaasssseess  ssmmaalllleesstt  iinn  nnuummbbeerr  aanndd  ggrreeaatteerr  iinn  wweeaalltthh  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  
DDaammaassccuuss  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee  wweerree  ccaappaabbllee  ooff  mmaakkiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccaannddiiddaatteess  eenntteerr  tthhee  
PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy,,  tthhoouugghh  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  ddiiddnn’’tt  hhaavvee  aannyy  ppllaattffoorrmm..  

TThhee  nneewwssppaappeerr  mmeennttiioonneedd,,  aass  wweellll,,  sseevveerraall  lloooopphhoolleess  iinn  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonnss  LLaaww  tthhaatt  
aalllloowweedd  tthhee  mmiilllliioonnaaiirreess  ttoo  hhoolldd  aallll  tthhee  DDaammaassccuuss  sseeaattss  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ffoorr  
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  ccaannddiiddaatteess  ((wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxcceeppttiioonn  ooff  ttwwoo  nnaammeess  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  
nneewwssppaappeerr))..  SSoo,,  oonnllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffiinnaanncceedd  tthheeiirr  eelleeccttoorraall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  wwiitthh  mmiilllliioonnss  ooff  
SSYYLL  wwoonn..  

TThhee  nneewwssppaappeerr  oobbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonnss  LLaaww  iittsseellff  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  
DDaammaassccuuss  aass  oonnee  ccoonnssttiittuueennccyy,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  cciittiizzeennss  ffrroomm  rreemmoottee  qquuaarrtteerrss  iinn  tthhiiss  



 24

llaarrggee  cciittyy  ooff  33  mmiilllliioonn  ppeeooppllee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  kknnooww  tthhee  ccaannddiiddaatteess  iinnnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  
qquuaarrtteerrss’’..    

IInn  ffaacctt,,  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  mmoonneeyy  iinn  tthhee  eelleeccttoorraall  ppuubblliicciittyy  ccaann  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aa  pprreessssuurree  
ffaaccttoorr  oonn  ppuubblliicc  wwiillll  aanndd  aa  ddiissttoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  pprriinncciippllee  ooff  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iittsseellff..  WWhheenn  aa  
mmiinnoorriittyy  ooff  ccaannddiiddaatteess  uussee  tthheeiirr  mmoonneeyy  ttoo  ssuurrppaassss  ootthheerr  ccaannddiiddaatteess  ooff  nnoo  ssiimmiillaarr  
ffiinnaanncciiaall  ccaappaacciittyy  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  eelleeccttiioonneeeerriinngg  ccaammppaaiiggnnss  nnoott  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  ootthheerrss,,  
aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhiiss  mmiinnoorriittyy  eexxeerrtt  ffiinnaanncciiaall  aanndd  mmoorraall  pprreessssuurree  oonn  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  
eelleeccttoorrss  ooffffeerriinngg  tthheemm  ffiinnaanncciiaall  iinncceennttiivveess  oorr  pprroommiisseess  ooff  iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  ttoo  ssoollvvee  
tthheeiirr  pprroobblleemmss  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  aauutthhoorriittiieess,,  aallll  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ggiivvee  cceerrttaaiinn  
ccaannddiiddaatteess  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  wwiinn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssoommeetthhiinngg    ootthheerrwwiissee  nnoott  ppoossssiibbllee  iiff  
tthhee  eelleeccttoorrss  wweerree  ffrreeee  ooff  tthhoossee  pprreessssuurreess..    

  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  tthhee  IInntteerriioorr,,  8822%%  ooff  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ccaarrdd  hhoollddeerrss  hhaavvee  
vvootteedd  iinn  tthhee  11999988  eelleeccttiioonnss,,  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  ((tthhee  ccaarrddss  wweerree  nnoott  ggiivveenn  ttoo  aallll  ooff  tthhoossee  
eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  vvoottee));;  tthhee  rreeggiisstteerreedd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhoossee  eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  vvoottee  ttoottaalleedd  
88,,007711,,000000,,  wwhheerreeaass  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ccaarrdd  hhoollddeerrss  wwaass  oonnllyy  66,,669911,,332233  
aanndd  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aaccttuuaall  vvootteerrss  ((wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  ccaarrdd))  rreeaacchheedd  55,,550011,,994400..  

  TThhee  ((AA))  ggrroouupp  ooff  MMPPss  wwaass  112277,,  aanndd  tthhee  ((BB))  ggrroouupp  ooff  MMPPss  wwaass  112233..    

TThhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  vvootteess  wweerree  ssttrroonnggllyy  iinn  ffaavvoorr  ooff  NNPPFF  ccaannddiiddaatteess  wwhhoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  
SSyyrriiaann  ssoocciieettyy’’ss  mmoossaaiicc  ((eetthhnniiccaallllyy  aanndd  sseeccttaarriiaann))  ffoorr  mmaannyy  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss;;  tthheeyy  
ccoommppeettee  iinn  ssoolliiddaarriittyy  oonn  oonnee  lliisstt  wwiitthh  aa  ccoo--ppllaattffoorrmm  iinncclluuddiinngg  ppoolliittiiccaall,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  
aanndd  ssoocciiaall  ggooaallss..  TThhee  vvootteess  tthheeyy  ggeett  hhoowweevveerr  ddiiffffeerr  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  nnuummbbeerr  aaccccoorrddiinngg  
ttoo  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  eeaacchh  ooff  tthheemm  aanndd  tthhee  ppaarrttyy  tthheeyy  rreepprreesseenntt..  TThheeiirr  
ssuucccceessss  iiss  aallssoo  llaarrggeellyy  aattttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeyy  ggeett  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
aanndd  mmeeddiiaa..   

IItt  iiss  wwoorrtthh  mmeennttiioonniinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  nneeeeddss  ssoommee  ssoorrtt  ooff  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  bbaasseedd 
oonn  aa  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  rreevviieeww  ttoo  mmooddiiffyy  aanndd  uuppddaattee  aa  lloott  ooff  lleeggiissllaattiioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  
tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  aanndd  llaawwss  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aallllooww  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  iinn  
ggeenneerraall,,  aanndd  hhuummaann  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  2211stst  cceennttuurryy’’ss  
rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ttoo  ooppttiimmiizzee  oouurr  ccaappaabbiilliittiieess  bbyy  aallll  mmeeaannss  ppoossssiibbllee..    

IItt  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoonntteexxtt  ttoo  ccoonncceennttrraattee  oonn  tthhee  ttyyppee  hhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  tthhaatt  mmeeeettss  
tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iinn  lliiffee,,  sscciieennccee  aanndd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  aanndd  ttoo  
wwoorrkk  oonn  ggeettttiinngg  aa  bbeetttteerr  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  ooff  nnaattuurraall,,  ffiinnaanncciiaall,,  mmiilliittaarryy  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  
rreessoouurrcceess  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ppuusshh  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ffoorrwwaarrdd..    

SSuucchh  aa  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  rreeqquuiirreess  mmoorree  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  iinniittiiaattiivveess  bbyy  ccuurrrreenntt  aanndd  ffuuttuurree  
MMPPss  wwhhoo  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  hhiigghh  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss  aass  tthheerree  aarree  bbiigg  iissssuueess  ttoo  bbee  ttaacckklleedd  
ssuucchh  aass  aacccceelleerraattiinngg  tthhee  eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  eennhhaanncciinngg  tthhee  
eeccoonnoommiicc  rreeffoorrmm  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  pprroovviiddiinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  hhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  sseeccttoorr,,  ccrreeaattiinngg  aa  ssuuiittaabbllee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  
pprriivvaattee  sseeccttoorr,,  ffoolllloowwiinngg  uupp  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  mmooddeerrnniizzaattiioonn  aanndd  rreennoovvaattiioonn  iinn  oorrddeerr  
ttoo  eexxppaanndd  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeennttaall  rreemmuunneerraattiivvee  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  ttoo  wwoorrkk  oonn  ccoommbbaattiinngg  
uunneemmppllooyymmeenntt,,  ccrreeaattiinngg  nneeww  jjoobb  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ffoorr  tthhee  eevveerr  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  
uunniivveerrssiittyy  ggrraadduuaatteess  aanndd  jjoobblleessss  ppeeooppllee,,  ggiivviinngg  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  qquuaalliiffiieedd  
ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  aarree  ccaappaabbllee  ooff  aassssuummiinngg  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  
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aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  aanndd  mmoovviinngg  sstteeaaddiillyy  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  ccaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  
ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn..    

AA  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinn  iittss  pprreevviioouuss  tteerrmmss  uunnttiill  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  oonnee  
sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  nnoott  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss  aanndd  tthhee  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss  iitt  hhaass,,  aass  iitt  
hhaass  mmoossttllyy  bbeeeenn  ddrriivveenn  bbyy  rreeaaccttiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  lleeggaall  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  aanndd  
aammeennddmmeennttss..  IItt  hhaass  mmaaddee  nnoo  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  iinn  rreellaattiioonnss  ttoo  llaawwss  ooff  llaabboorr  aanndd  rreenntt,,  
llaawwss  iinncclluuddiinngg  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiinngg  aarrttiicclleess  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn,,  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  LLaaww,,  TTaaxxaattiioonn  
LLaawwss  aanndd  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  llaawwss  tthhaatt  cciittiizzeennss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommppllaaiinniinngg  ooff  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee..   

IInn  ssoommee  ooff  iittss  ssttuuddiieess,,  tthhee  pprreessss  ccrriittiicciizzeedd  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  ffoorr  llaacckkiinngg  aa  ccrreeaattiivvee  rroollee  
aanndd  ddeeaalliinngg  oonnllyy  wwiitthh  iissssuueess  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  bbyy  tthhee  eexxeeccuuttiivvee  ppoowweerr  tthhaatt  sseeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  
tthhee  oonnllyy  oonnee  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  iinniittiiaattiivvee  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  aanndd  ddrraafftt  llaawwss..    

TThhee  rreelleevvaanntt  ssttuuddiieess  ccrriittiicciizzeedd,,  aass  wweellll,,  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ggiivviinngg  uupp  ttoo  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  
iimmppoossee  iittss  mmoonniittoorriinngg  ppoowweerr  aanndd  iittss  ffaaiilluurree  ttoo  rreeccoovveerr  tthhee  ((CCeennttrraall  BBooddyy  ffoorr  
FFiinnaanncciiaall  MMoonniittoorriinngg))  tthhaatt  wwaass  ddiisseennggaaggeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  iinn  11996633  ((uunnddeerr  tthhee  
nnaammee  ooff  AAccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy  BBuurreeaauu))  wwhhoossee  hheeaadd  uusseedd  ttoo  bbee  aassssiiggnneedd  bbyy  tthhee  
AAsssseemmbbllyy  iittsseellff..  NNooww  iitt  iiss  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  ttoo  tthhee  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  FFiinnaannccee..  

SSoommee  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss  ccrriittiicciizzee  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  ((tthhee  CCeennttrraall  BBooddyy  ffoorr  MMoonniittoorriinngg  aanndd  
IInnssppeeccttiioonn))  iiss  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  ttoo  tthhee  CCaabbiinneett,,  wwhhiillee  iitt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  lliinnkkeedd  ttoo  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  
AAsssseemmbbllyy  wwhhoossee  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  ttaasskkss  iinncclluuddee  mmoonniittoorriinngg..   

IIff  tthhee  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  ooff  tthhee  ggrroouuppss  eexxcclluuddeedd  ffrroomm  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  hhaavvee  nneecceessssiittaatteedd  
aatt  aa  ttiimmee  aa  lleeggaall  ttoolleerraannccee  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  eelleecctteedd  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess’’   ccoommppeetteennccee,,  
bbiinnddiinngg  tthhee  ccaannddiiddaattee’’ss  ccoommppeetteennccee  ttoo  hhiiss  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  rreeaadd  aanndd  wwrriittee,,  eenntteerriinngg  tthhee  
nneeww  cceennttuurryy  rreeqquuiirreess  ssttrriicctt  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthheeiirr  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  ssttaattuuss  aass  tthheeyy  
aarree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  lleeggiissllaattiioonnss  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  aanndd  ffuuttuurree  lliiffee  ooff  
tthheeiirr  eelleeccttoorrss..    

TThhee  MMPPss  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  ggoooodd  eexxppeerrttiissee  aanndd  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  ddaattaabbaassee  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aabbllee  
ttoo  uussee  ccoonnssuullttaannttss  aanndd  eexxppeerrttss  ttoo  hheellpp  tthheemm  iinn  tthheeiirr  ggrreeaatt  jjoobb  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  mmaakkee  
tthheeiirr  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  iinniittiiaattiivveess  bbaasseedd  oonn  aann  iinn--ddeepptthh  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  aaddddrreesssseedd  
iissssuueess..  TThheeyy  sshhoouulldd  aallssoo  hhaavvee  ooffffiicceess  tthhaatt  aarree  ooppeenn  ttoo  aallll  cciittiizzeennss  aatt  aannyy  ttiimmee  
wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  rreedd  ttaappee  aass  iitt  iiss  tthheeiirr  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheeiirr  eelleeccttoorrss’’  vvooiiccee  rreeaacchh  
tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  hhaallllss  rreeaalliizziinngg  tthhee  pprriinncciippllee  ooff  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  
eelleeccttoorrss..   
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CChhaapptteerr  ((22))  

88thth  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  TTeerrmm  EElleeccttiioonnss  

  

  

    
NNoommiinnaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  eelleeccttiioonnss::    
TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccaannddiiddaatteess  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  eelleeccttiioonnss  eexxcceeeeddeedd  4411  ttiimmeess  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  
nnuummbbeerr;;  nnoommiinnaattiioonnss  ooff  1100440055  ccaannddiiddaatteess  wweerree  aapppprroovveedd;;  oonnllyy  884499  ooff  tthheemm  ((88%%))  
wweerree  wwoommeenn..  

TThhiiss  nnuummbbeerr  hhoowweevveerr  ddeecclliinneedd  ttoo  11449900  wwhheenn  tthhee  NNPPFF’’ss  lliissttss  wweerree  ppuubblliisshheedd  aatt  
aallll  eelleeccttoorraall  ddiissttrriiccttss..  

TThhaatt  iiss  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmeecchhaanniissmm  ooff  sseelleeccttiinngg  tthhee  NNPPFF’’ss  ccaannddiiddaatteess  
((mmeenn//wwoommeenn))  aass  tthhee  rruulliinngg  ppaarrttyy’’ss  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aasskkss  aa  llaarrggee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  
nnoommiinnaattee  tthheemmsseellvveess  dduurriinngg  tthhee  nnoommiinnaattiioonn  ppeerriioodd;;  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthhee  ppaarrttyy  
bbooddiieess  kkeeeepp  wwiitthhddrraawwaall  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  ffoorr  aallll  ccaannddiiddaatteess;;  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  tthhee  ppaarrttyy’’ss  
lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  cchhoooossee  iittss  ffiinnaall  ccaannddiiddaatteess,,  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerrss  sshhoouulldd  wwiitthhddrraaww  aass  tthheeyy  
ddoonn’’tt  hhaavvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  nnoommiinnaattee  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  aa  
ppaarrttyy  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt..  TThhoouugghh  tthheeyy  aarree  ffrreeee  ttoo  cchhoooossee  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonnss  
LLaaww,,  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  cchhoooossee  ttoo  aabbiiddee  bbyy  tthhee  ppaarrttyy  oorrddeerr..  

TThhee  SSyyrriiaann  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr ’’ss  ssttaatteemmeenntt1616  oonn  tthhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  eelleeccttiioonnss  
rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  3300  wwoommeenn  wwoonn  sseeaattss  iinn  tthhee  88thth  tteerrmm  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee''ss  aasssseemmbbllyy,,  2222  ooff  
tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthhee  sseeccttoorr  ooff  llaabboorreerrss  aanndd  ppeeaassaannttss,,  aanndd  88  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreesstt  ssoocciiaall  
ccllaasssseess,,  ssuurrppaassssiinngg  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerr  iinn  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  tteerrmm  bbyy  44  mmeemmbbeerrss..    

TThhee  wwoommeenn--wwiinnnneerrss’’   ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  ppaarrttiieess  wwaass  aass  ffoolllloowwss::  2277  ffrroomm  AAll--
BBaa’’aatthh  ((tthhee  rruulliinngg  ppaarrttyy)),,  11  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSoocciiaalliisstt  UUnniioonn  PPaarrttyy  ((aa  NNPPFF’’ss  ppaarrttyy)),,  11  ffrroomm  
tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  SSoocciiaall  PPaarrttyy  ((rreepprreesseenntteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  oonn  tthhee  lliissttss  ooff  tthhee  
NNPPFF  tthhaatt  iitt  jjooiinneedd  llaatteerr)),,  aanndd  11  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  MMPP..    

TThheeiirr  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss  wweerree  aass  ffoolllloowwss::    

2266  MMPPss  hhoollddiinngg  uunniivveerrssiittyy  ddeeggrreeeess  aatt  lleeaasstt  ==  8866..66%%..  

11  MMPP  hhoollddiinngg  aa  sseeccoonnddaarryy  sscchhooooll  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ==33..33%%  

33  MMPPss  hhoollddiinngg  bbaassiicc  eedduuccaattiioonn  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  1100%%..  

  WWoommeenn  MMPPss  pprreevviioouuss  wwoorrkk::  
1155  MMPPss  wweerree  tteeaacchheerrss,,  sscchhooooll  ddiirreeccttoorrss  oorr  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  pprriinncciippaallss..  

55  MMPPss  wweerree  eemmppllooyyeeeess..  

1100  MMPPss  wwoorrkkeedd  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  ffiieellddss..    



WWoommeenn  MMPPss  aaggeess::  
8 MPs over 50. 
17 MPs between 40-50. 
5 MPs under 40.  
Among them there were 20 new women members as 10 women members at the 
8th term were also members at the 7th one (9 of whom belong to Al-Ba’ath Party, 
and 1 independent) = 33.3%. 
 
Women MPs distribution in electoral districts:  

  

Governorate No Total no. (men-women) proportion 
Damascus 4 29 13.7% 
Rural Damascus 3 19 15.7% 
 Homs 3 23 13%  
 Hama 3 22 13% 
 Aleppo 1 20 5% 
 Rural Aleppo 3 32 9.3% 
 Idleb 2 18 11.1% 
Latakia  2 17 11.7% 
 Tartous 4 13 30.7% 
 Al Raqqa 1 8 12.5% 
Deir Ezzour 1 14 7.1% 
Al-Hasaka 1 14 7.1% 
Daraa 1 10 10% 
Al-Sweida 1 6 16.6% 
Quneitra - 5 0% 

 Total  30  250  12% 
  

Even though the national strategy for women after Beijing has targeted 
increasing women’s participation in decision-making positions to 30%, and the 
government 9th 5-Y Plan has adopted that as well, the proportion of women MPs 
after increase has not exceeded 12%. 

In the electoral districts this proportion ranged between 0% in AlQuneitra and 
30.7% in Tartous. The poor women representation (5%) in Aleppo city district 
was surprising as it is the governorate center and has a lot of qualified women 
working in all sectors. It is worth mentioning that Al-Ba’ath Party’s 
10thConference (May 2005) has recommended raising percentage of women’s 
participation in decision-making positions to 25% in the General Elections.  

2- The Electoral Process:  

TThhee  SSyyrriiaann  AArraabb  RReeppuubblliicc  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  1144  ggoovveerrnnoorraatteess,,  bbuutt  iitt  hhaass  1155  eelleeccttoorraall  
ssttrriiccttss  aass  tthheerree  aarree  ttwwoo  ssttrriiccttss  iinn  AAlleeppppoo::  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm  ffoorr  tthhee  cciittyy  ((2200  
rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess))  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerr  ffoorr  tthhee  rreeggiioonnss  ((3322  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess))..  
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EEvveerryy  ssttrriicctt  iinncclluuddeess  mmaannyy  eelleeccttoorraall  cceenntteerrss  ffoorr::  mmaalleess,,  ffeemmaalleess,,  aanndd  bbootthh..  TThhee  
llooccaall  aauutthhoorriittiieess  aarree  eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  cceenntteerrss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  eelleeccttiioonnss  iiff  
nneeeeddeedd..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cceenntteerrss  iinnccrreeaasseedd  iinn  tthhee  llaatteesstt  eelleeccttiioonnss  ffrroomm  88552277  ttoo  
1100338888;;  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  wweerree  llooccaatteedd  iinn  AAlleeppppoo  rreeggiioonnss  ssttrriicctt  //11112244//  aanndd  tthhee  lloowweesstt  
nnuummbbeerr  wwaass  iinn  AAll  QQuunneeiittrraa  //115533//  cceenntteerrss..    

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  eelleeccttoorrss  aabboovvee  1188  wwaass  1100881177882211  iinn  tthhee  cciivviill  rreeggiisstteerrss  iinncclluuddiinngg  
tthhee  eelleeccttoorrss  aabbrrooaadd,,  mmiilliittaarryy  aanndd  ppoolliicceemmeenn  wwhhoo  ddoonn’’tt  hhaavvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  vvoottee  
aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  PPuubblliicc  EElleeccttiioonnss  LLaaww  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  eelleeccttoorrss  wwhhoo  aarree  ddeepprriivveedd  
ffrroomm  vvoottiinngg  rriigghhtt  dduuee  ttoo  jjuurriiddiiccaall  sseenntteenncceess..    

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonn  ccaarrdd  hhoollddeerrss  ––bbyy  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  vvoottee--  wwaass  77118811220066  ooff  
wwhhoomm  44555566447755  ddiidd  aaccttuuaallllyy  vvoottee  tthhaatt  eeqquuaallss  6633..4455%%..  

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonnss  LLaaww  ssppeecciiaall  sscchheedduulleess  aarree  pprreeppaarreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  eelleeccttoorrss  iinn  
wwhhiicchh  ppeerrssoonnaall  ddaattaa  aabboouutt  tthheemm  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  ddoowwnn  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  eelleeccttoorr’’ss  nnaammee,,  hhiiss  
ppaarreennttss’’  nnaammeess,,  hhiiss  ddaattee  ooff  bbiirrtthh  aanndd  hhiiss  eelleeccttiioonn  ccaarrdd  nnuummbbeerr..  TThhee  ccaarrddss  aarree  
tthheenn  sseeaalleedd  iinn  aa  wwaayy  iinnddiiccaattiinngg  tthhee  ttyyppee  ooff  eelleeccttiioonnss  ((lleeggiissllaattiivvee,,  llooccaall  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn))..  NNoo  oonnee  ccaann  vvoottee  iinn  aa  ssttrriicctt  ootthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  oonnee  tthhaatt  iissssuueedd  hhiiss  ccaarrdd  
uunnlleessss  hhee  11--  aapppplliieess  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhiiss  eelleeccttoorraall  aaddddrreessss  cchhaannggeedd..  22--  iiss  aappppooiinntteedd  bbyy  aa  
ccaannddiiddaattee  aass  hhiiss  aaggeenntt,,  iinn  tthhaatt  ccaassee  hhee  ccaann  vvoottee  iinn  tthhaatt  ccaannddiiddaattee’’ss  ssttrriicctt..    

OOnnccee  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ccaassttiinngg  vvootteess  iiss  oovveerr,,  tthhee  vvootteess  aarree  ccoouunntteedd  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  
tthhee  ccaannddiiddaatteess  oorr  tthheeiirr  aaggeennttss  wwhhoo  sshhoouulldd  rreeggiisstteerr  tthheeiirr  pprrooxxiieess  aatt  tthhee  eelleeccttoorraall  
cceenntteerr  aanndd  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  tthhee  nnuummbbeerreedd  bbooxx  ((tthhee  pprrooxxyy  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  
tthhee  ssttrriicctt,,  tthhee  cceenntteerr  aanndd  tthhee  bbooxx’’ss  nnuummbbeerr))..  

WWhheenn  tthhee  bbaalllloott  bbooxx  iiss  ooppeenneedd  ((sseeaalleedd  wwiitthh  wwaaxx))  tthhee  eennvveellooppeess  aarree  ccoouunntteedd,,  iiff  
tthheeyy  aarree  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  55%%  mmoorree  oorr  lleessss  tthhaann  tthhee  ttoottaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vvootteerrss,,  tthhee  
vvoottiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  vvaalliidd,,  ootthheerrwwiissee  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  rreeppeeaalleedd  aanndd  rreeppeeaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  
ffoolllloowwiinngg  ddaayy..    

WWhheenn  ccoouunnttiinngg  vvootteess  iiss  ffiinniisshheedd  aanndd  ssiiggnneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  tthhee  
rreessuullttss  aarree  sseenntt  ttoo  tthhee  cceennttrraall  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorraattee’’ss  hheeaaddqquuaarrtteerr..    

IInn  tthhee  88thth  tteerrmm’’ss  eelleeccttiioonnss  tthhee  rreessuullttss  wweerree  ddiirreeccttllyy  sshhoowwnn  oonn  aann  eelleeccttrroonniicc  ssccrreeeenn  
ccoonnttrroolllleedd  bbyy  eelleeccttiioonnss  ddaattaa  pprroovviiddeerrss  iinn  aann  ooppeenn  sseessssiioonn  ffoorr  aallll  ccaannddiiddaatteess  
((mmeenn//wwoommeenn))  aass  aa  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  sstteepp  ttoowwaarrddss  ttrraannssppaarreennccyy..    

OOnn  TThhuurrssddaayy  eevveenniinngg  66//33//22000033  tthhee  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ggeenneerraall  AAllii  HHaammmmoouudd  
ddeeccllaarreedd  tthhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonnss  iinn  aa  pprreessss  ccoonnffeerreennccee  hheelldd  iinn  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  
tthhee  IInntteerriioorr,,  DDaammaassccuuss1717..  OOnn  tthhee  ssaammee  ddaayy  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeennttiiaall  DDeeccrreeee  7788  ddaatteedd  
66//33//220000331818  wwaass  iissssuueedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  wwiinnnneerrss  ooff  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonnss  hheelldd  oonn  
22//33//22000033  wweerree  nnoommiinnaatteedd  aass  MMPPss  ffoorr  tthhee  88thth  tteerrmm..  TThhee  PPrreessiiddeennttiiaall  DDeeccrreeee  7799  
ddaatteedd  66//33//220000331919  was  issued  as  well  in  which  the  President  called  the  People's  
Assembly  to  convene  for  the  first  time  on  9/3/2003.    

was issued as well in which the President called the People's
Assembly to convene for the first time on 9/3/2003.

TThhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  ccoonnvveenneedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  cchhaaiirrmmaannsshhiipp  ooff  iittss  oollddeesstt  MMPP  wwiitthh  
iittss  yyoouunnggeesstt  ttwwoo  oonneess  aass  sseeccrreettaarriieess2020.    .
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TThhee  sseessssiioonn  cchhaaiirrmmaann  iinnvviitteedd  tthhee  MMPPss  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhee  ooaatthh  iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy,,  aafftteerr  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  
ssttaarrtteedd  eelleeccttiinngg  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  OOffffiiccee  tthhaatt  iinncclluuddeess::  CChhaaiirrmmaann,,  ddeeppuuttyy  cchhaaiirrmmaann,,  
sseeccrreettaarryy  aanndd  ttwwoo  oobbsseerrvveerrss  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  aa  wwoommaann  wwaass  eelleecctteedd  iinn  tthhee  
AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  OOffffiiccee;;  iitt  wwaass  MMrrss..  EEnnaa’’aamm  AAbbbbaass  wwhhoo  wwaass  eelleecctteedd  aass  aa  sseeccrreettaarryy  
aanndd  rreeeelleecctteedd  iinn  22000044--22000055  ((tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  OOffffiiccee  iiss  rree--eelleecctteedd  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr))  

33--  PPaarrttyy  nnoommiinnaattiioonn  ooff  wwoommeenn::  

AA  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  EElleeccttiioonnss  LLaaww  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  tthhee  nnoommiinnaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  
AAsssseemmbbllyy  iiss  ddoonnee  oonn  iinnddiivviidduuaall  bbaasseess  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ppaarrttyy  oonneess  aass  tthhee  ccaannddiiddaatteess  
wwoouulldd  ccoommppeettee  rreeggaarrddlleessss  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttyy  ccoommmmiittmmeennttss  tthhaatt  mmaayy  bbee  eexxppoosseedd  jjuusstt  iinn  aa  
ggeenneerraall  wwaayy  aass  aa  ccaannddiiddaattee  nnoommiinnaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  NNPPFF  oorr  aann  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  oonnee..    

IItt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccoommmmoonn  hhoowweevveerr  ffoorr  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  NNPPFF’’ss  ppaarrttiieess  ttoo  mmaakkee  eelleeccttoorraall  
ppllaattffoorrmmss  eexxpprreessssiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccaannddiiddaatteess  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  aaddhheerreennccee  ttoo  tthhee  NNPPFF’’ss  
ppllaattffoorrmm..    

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaarrttyy  ppllaattffoorrmmss  wweerree  mmaaddee  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  eelleeccttiioonnss  

TThhee  NNPPFF’’ss,,  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  CCoommmmuunniisstt  PPaarrttyy’’ss2121  ((FFaaiissaall)),,  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  CCoommmmuunniisstt  PPaarrttyy  
((BBookkddaasshh)),,  tthhee  SSoocciiaalliisstt  UUnniioonn’’ss  aanndd  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  SSoocciiaall  PPaarrttyy’’ss..    

TThhee  ppllaattffoorrmm  ooff  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  CCoommmmuunniisstt  PPaarrttyy  ((FFaaiissaall))  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd::  ““ppaayyiinngg  
aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  wwoommeenn’’ss  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  ppuuttttiinngg  aann  eenndd  ttoo  aallll  
kkiinnddss  ooff  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  ffaammiillyy,,  ssoocciieettyy,,  llaawwss  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccaall  
eexxppeerriieennccee””  aann  uurrggeenntt  ttaasskk  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd  ooff  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aanndd  eexxppaannddiinngg  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  
((tthhee  ppaarrttyy’’ss  ppllaattffoorrmm  1199//22//22000033))  

WWhheerreeaass  tthhee  ootthheerr  ppllaattffoorrmmss  hhaavvee  nnoott  iinncclluuddee  aannyy  ssppeecciiffiicc  iitteemmss  oonn  wwoommeenn  ssiinnccee  
tthheeyy  aarree  hhuummaann  bbeeiinnggss//cciittiizzeennss  ((aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ppaarrttiieess  wwee  aasskkeedd)),,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  
hhaadd  oonnllyy  ggeenneerraall  ssppeeeecchheess..    

WWhheenn  aasskkeedd  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  eelleeccttoorraall  ppllaattffoorrmmss  ddrraaffttiinngg  tthhee  
ccaannddiiddaatteess  ((mmeenn//wwoommeenn))  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppaarrttyy’’ss  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  iiss  tthhee  oonnee  ttoo  ddeecciiddee  oonn  
ssuucchh  aa  ppllaattffoorrmm  aass  iitt  rreevveeaallss  tthhee  ppaarrttyy’’ss  oorriieennttaattiioonn  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  
ccaannddiiddaatteess  wwhhoo  jjuusstt  hhaavvee  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  iitt  oonn  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttyy  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  
eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiieess..    

IItt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ppooiinntteedd  oouutt  hheerree  tthhaatt  ssoommee  wwoommeenn  ccaannddiiddaatteess  ffrroomm  AAll--BBaa’’aatthh  PPaarrttyy  
ddeelliivveerreedd  ssppeeeecchheess  iinn  eelleeccttoorraall  ffeessttiivvaallss,,  tthhaatt  wweerree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  eelleeccttoorraall  
ppllaattffoorrmmss,,  mmoossttllyy  ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  oonn  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  mmooddeerrnniizzaattiioonn  aanndd  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  mmaarrcchh  aanndd  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  eelleeccttoorraall  pprroocceessss..    

WWoommeenn  mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppaarrttiieess  hhaadd  nnoo  cchhaannccee  ttoo  bbee  nnoommiinnaatteedd  eexxcceepptt  iinn  
tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaarrttiieess::  AAll--BBaa’’aatthh  PPaarrttyy  //2277//,,  SSoocciiaalliisstt  UUnniioonn  //11//,,  SSyyrriiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  
SSoocciiaall  PPaarrttyy  //11//,,  wwhheerreeaass  tthheerree  wweerree  nnoo  wwoommeenn  ccaannddiiddaatteess  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  sseevveenn  
ppaarrttiieess  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  hhaadd  oolldd  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhoossee  ppaarrttiieess  wwhhoossee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  
bbooddiieess  ccoonnttaaiinn  wwoommeenn,,  bbuutt  iinn  ppoooorr  ppeerrcceennttaaggeess,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  
iinntteerrmmeeddiiaattee  aanndd  uuppppeerr  iinntteerrmmeeddiiaattee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiippss..    
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SSoommee  ppaarrttiieess  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  wwoommeenn  nnoommiinnaattiioonn  iiss  hhiinnddeerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  llooww  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  
sseeaattss  aallllooccaatteedd  ffoorr  tthheemm  aanndd  ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  aammoonngg  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  eelleeccttoorraall  ssttrriiccttss  tthhaatt  
ddiimmiinniisshheess  tthhee  cchhaanncceess  ffoorr  wwoommeenn  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  tthhee  hhaarrdd  ccoommppeettiittiioonn  ooff  mmeenn  
wwiitthh  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  eexxppeerriieenncceess  aattttaaiinneedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  lleeaaddiinngg  
ppoossiittiioonnss..  

AAss  ffoorr  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  wwoommeenn  ccaannddiiddaatteess,,  ttwwoo  ppllaattffoorrmmss  oonnllyy  wweerree  ffoouunndd  iinn  lliinnee  wwiitthh  
tthhee  ggeenneerraall  ssppeeeecchh  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss,,  tthhee  rreesstt  hhoowweevveerr  ddiiddnn’’tt  kkeeeepp  tthheeiirr  
ppllaattffoorrmmss,,  wwhhiicchh  rreevveeaallss  tthheeiirr  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  eexxppeerriieennccee  tthheeyy  wweerree  tthhrroouugghh  
aanndd  iinnddiiccaatteess  tthheeiirr  uunnwwiilllliinnggnneessss  ttoo  rreeppeeaatt  iitt..    

IItt  mmaayy  bbee  aattttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  llooww  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vvootteess  tthheeyy  ggoott,,  tthhee  hhiigghh  ccoossttss  tthheeyy  
ssuussttaaiinneedd  iinn  vvaaiinn  oorr  ttoo  aa  mmiissttrruusstt  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssuucccceessss  aass  tthheerree  wwaass  oonnllyy  oonnee  
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  wwoommeenn  ccaannddiiddaattee  ttoo  wwiinn  aa  sseeaatt  iinn  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  8822  
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  mmeenn  wwiinnnneerrss  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  aanndd  iinndduussttrriiaall  eeccoonnoommiicc  
aaccttiivviittiieess  oorr  eetthhnniicc  oorr  rreelliiggiioouuss  ppeerrssoonnaalliittiieess..  

NNoonnee  ooff  tthhee  aappppeeaallss  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  wwaass  mmaaddee  bbyy  aa  
wwoommaann  ccaannddiiddaattee  tthhoouugghh  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ggoott  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vvootteess  cclloossee  ttoo  
tthhaatt  ooff  wwiinnnneerrss  wweerree  sskkeeppttiiccaall  ooff  tthhee  rreessuullttss  iinn  ssoommee  cceenntteerrss..    

SSoommee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  wwoommeenn  ccaannddiiddaatteess  mmaaddee  uussee  ooff  aa  ggoooodd  eelleeccttiioonneeeerriinngg  ppoolliiccyy  
bbaasseedd  oonn  ffaammiillyy,,  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ssoommee  ppoolliittiiccaall  ffoorrcceess  ssuuppppoorrtt..  AAss  tthheeyy  hhaadd  eelleeccttoorraall  
ccaammppaaiiggnnss  ssiimmiillaarr  ttoo  tthhoossee  ooff  mmeenn  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  bbuuiillddiinngg  gguueesstt  ppaavviilliioonnss,,  rreecceeiivviinngg  
ddeelleeggaatteess  aanndd  hhoollddiinngg  mmeeeettiinnggss..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  sseerriioouuss  aatttteemmppttss  ttoo  mmaakkee  
aaggrreeeemmeennttss  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ccaannddiiddaatteess,,  vviissiitt  ppaarrttyy  cceenntteerrss  ttoo  aasskk  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ssuuppppoorrtt,,  
nnoommiinnaattee  aaggeennttss  aatt  mmaannyy  cceenntteerrss2222..    

Women MPs performance in the last term: 

TThhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  iinn  iittss  ccuurrrreenntt  88thth  tteerrmm  hhaass  aa  lloott  ooff  ttaasskkss  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  aass  iitt  iiss  
tthhee  ffiirrsstt  oonnee  eelleecctteedd  aafftteerr  PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBaasshhaarr  AAll--AAssssaadd  ccaammee  iinn  ppoowweerr2323  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aa  
ddeeccllaarraattiioonn  ffoorr  MMooddeerrnniizzaattiioonn  &&  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  aa  nneeww  ppoolliittiiccaall  ssppeeeecchh  tthhaatt  hhaadd  
cchhaarraacctteerriizzeedd  tthhee  ssppeeeecchh  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  ooaatthh..  

IInn  aa  ssppeeeecchh  ddeelliivveerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sseessssiioonn,,  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  nnoorrmmaall  rroouunndd  ooff  tthhee  88thth  tteerrmm  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBaasshhaarr  AAll--AAssssaadd  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  tthhaatt  ““hhoonneesstt  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  ooff  ppeeooppllee  
rreeqquuiirreess  aanndd  oobblliiggaatteess  yyoouu  ttoo  ffuullffiillll  yyoouurr  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthhiiss  ttrruusstt  aanndd  
wwhhaatt  iitt  rreeqquuiirreess  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  rreeaalliizzee  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss’’  iinntteerreessttss  aanndd  ffoollllooww  uupp  oouurr  
hhoommeellaanndd  iissssuueess  iinn  ggeenneerraall……  nnoott  oonnllyy  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ttaasskkss  ssuucchh  aass  
ppaassssiinngg  llaawwss,,  mmoonniittoorriinngg  eexxeeccuuttiivvee  oorrggaannss,,  ccoorrrreeccttiinngg  mmiissttaakkeess  aanndd  ccaalllliinngg  ffoorr  
aaccccoouunntt  ffoorr  ffaaiilluurree……bbuutt  rraaiissee  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  lleevveell  ooff  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  
tthhrroouugghh  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  aanndd  ccrreeaattiivvee  iiddeeaass2424..  

TThhaatt  iiss  wwhhyy  vvootteerrss  hhaadd  eexxppeecctteedd  aa  lloott  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ppeeooppllee''ss  aasssseemmbbllyy  aass  aa  ggrroouupp  ooff  
iimmppoorrttaanntt  llaawwss  wweerree  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  ttoo  iitt  ((SSttaattee  WWoorrkkeerrss’’   BBaassiicc  LLaaww,,  AAggrraarriiaann  
RReellaattiioonnss,,  CCuussttooddyy))  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  aapppprroovviinngg  nneeww  eeccoonnoommiicc  ppoolliicciieess  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  
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ssoocciiaall  mmaarrkkeett  eeccoonnoommyy  aanndd  tthhee  ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonnss  tthheeyy  rreeqquuiirree  ((pprriivvaattee  bbaannkkss,,  
ssttoocckk  mmaarrkkeett))  tthhaatt  lleeaaddss  ttoo  ggrreeaatt  eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonnss..  
AAnn  oobbsseerrvveerr  ooff  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ccoouurrssee  ooff  aaccttiioonn  ccoonncclluuddeess  tthhaatt  tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  
ppoowweerr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  wwaaiittiinngg  ffoorr  ddrraafftt  llaawwss  ttoo  bbee  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  bbyy  tthhee  eexxeeccuuttiivvee  ppoowweerr  
wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  iinniittiiaattiivveess  ttoo  pprrooppoossee  nneeww  llaawwss  bbuutt  iinn  vveerryy  ffeeww  ccaasseess2525  ..    
TThhee  rreedd  ttaappeess  iinn  tthhoossee  rraarree  ccaasseess  hhoowweevveerr  wweerree  aa  bbiigg  bbaarrrriieerr  ttoo  ggeett  aannyy  ppoossiittiivvee  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ttoo  bbee  rreefflleecctteedd  oonn  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  iinn  aa  wwaayy  ggiivviinngg  tthhee  
mmeemmbbeerrss  tthhee  ffeeeelliinngg  ooff  eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss  aanndd  ssuucccceessss..    
SSoommee  MMPPss  hhoowweevveerr  mmaaddee  ssoommee  sseevveerr  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  tthhaatt  lleedd  ttoo  rraaddiiccaall  cchhaannggeess  
ttoo  ssoommee  pprrooppoosseedd  ddrraaffttss2626  eevveenn  iiff  tthhoossee  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  wweerree  ggoovveerrnneedd  bbyy  ppaarrttyy  
ddeecciissiioonn  tthhaatt  cchhaannggeedd  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ttoo  mmiinnoorriittyy  ffrroomm  oonnee  sseessssiioonn  ttoo  aannootthheerr..    
AAss  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  tteerrmm,,  aa  rreevviieeww  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aanndd  
sseeccoonndd  nnoorrmmaall  rroouunnddss  pprroocceeeeddiinnggss2727  leads  to  the  following  conclusions:    leads to the following conclusions:
WWoommeenn  MMPPss  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  wweerree  22..3333  ffoorr  eeaacchh  oonn  tthhee  aavveerraaggee;;  ttwwoo  ooff  tthheemm  mmaaddee  
1111  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  ffoorr  eeaacchh,,  aanndd  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm  mmaaddee  nnoo  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonn,,  nnoo  qquueessttiioonn  
aanndd  nnoo  aabbsseennccee..    
  IInntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  aavveerraaggee  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  aaggee::    

  AAbboovvee  5500      33  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  

  4400--5500    22..2244  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  

  UUnnddeerr  4400    44..22  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  

  

  WWoommeenn  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiieess::    

AAuutthhoorriittyy      IInntteerrppoossiittiioonnss    

  AAll--BBaa’’aatthh  PPaarrttyy    8866  

  SSyyrriiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  SSoocciiaall  PPaarrttyy    11  

  SSoocciiaalliisstt  UUnniioonn  ــ

  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt   1 

  

AAvveerraaggee  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  aabbsseennccee::  33..55  sseessssiioonn  ffoorr  eeaacchh,,  88  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  hhaadd  ffuullll  
aatttteennddaannccee,,11  wwoommaann  MMPP  hhaadd  1144  aabbsseenncceess,,  aannootthheerr  wwoommaann  MMPP  hhaadd  1144  
aabbsseenncceess  ffrroomm  2288  sseessssiioonnss..    

WWoommeenn  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  1122  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  ccoommmmiitttteeeess::    

AAllll  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  aa  ccoommmmiitttteeee  oorr  mmoorree..   

PPeerrmmaanneenntt  ccoommmmiitttteeeess  MMeemmbbeerrss  
NNoo..  

  WWoommeenn  NNoo..    WWoommeenn  ttaasskkss    
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CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  &&  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  
aaffffaaiirrss  ccoommmmiitttteeee  3300    33    --

BBuuddggeett  &&  aauuddiittiinngg  ccoommmmiitttteeee  3300  55  RReeppoorrtteerr    

  FFiinnaanncciiaall  llaawwss  ccoommmmiitttteeee  3300    22  --

  AArraabb  &&  ffoorreeiiggnn  aaffffaaiirrss  
ccoommmmiitttteeee  

3300  66  --

GGuuiiddaannccee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  3300  99  RReeppoorrtteerr    

PPrroodduuccttiioonn  &&  ppllaannnniinngg  
ccoommmmiitttteeee  

3300  33  --

  SSeerrvviiccee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  3300  33  --

  NNaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy  ccoommmmiitttteeee  3300  11  --

IInntteerrnnaall  aaffffaaiirrss  &&  llooccaall  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ccoommmmiitttteeee  

3300  11  --

  GGrriieevvaannccee  &&  aappppeeaallss  
ccoommmmiitttteeee  

3300  22  RReeppoorrtteerr    

AAggrriiccuullttuurree  &&  iirrrriiggaattiioonn  
ccoommmmiitttteeee  

3300  22  --

EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  &&  ppooppuullaattiioonn  
aaccttiivviittiieess  ccoommmmiitttteeee  

  3300    1100  --

  

IItt  iiss  aa  cclleeaarr  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  wwoommeenn  ppoooorr  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  iinn  ccoommmmiitttteeee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiippss,,  
tthhoouugghh  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm  aarree  hhiigghhllyy  qquuaalliiffiieedd..    

  IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  jjuuddggee  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhoossee  ttwwoo  
rroouunnddss  aass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  oorrddiinnaarryy  oonnee  rreeqquuiirreedd  eeiigghhtt  sseessssiioonnss  tthhrreeee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwiitthhoouutt  
aannyy  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ((ooppeenniinngg,,  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  ccoommmmiitttteeeess  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  vvoottiinngg  ffoorr  
ccoommmmiitttteeeess’’  ooffffiicceess))  aanndd  aa  sseessssiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ssppeeeecchh  ooff  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  tthhee  
RReeppuubblliicc,,  wwhheerreeaass  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  oorrddiinnaarryy  rroouunndd  tthhaatt  iinncclluuddeedd  2200  sseessssiioonnss  hhaadd  aa  
wwhhoollee  sseessssiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  aanndd  aannootthheerr  oonnee  ttoo  rreeaadd  ssoommee  lloonngg  
aaggrreeeemmeennttss  ttaakkiinngg  iinnttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  tthhaatt  aallll  llaawwss  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  ttoo  tthhee  PPeeooppllee''ss  
AAsssseemmbbllyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  rreeaadd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  sseessssiioonn  tthhaatt  aalllloowwss  aa  sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee  ffoorr  
ddiissccuussssiioonn..    

TThheerreeffoorree  iitt  iiss  nnoott  eeaassyy  ttoo  pprreecciisseellyy  eevvaalluuaattee  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  rroollee,,  ssoo  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  
eevvaalluuaattiioonn  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  ddaattaa..  

TThhee  aattttaacchheedd  cchhaarrttss  sshhooww  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  pprriimmaarriillyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg  aabboouutt  AAll--BBaa’’aatthh  PPaarrttyy  
wwoommeenn  mmeemmbbeerrss  aass  tthheerree  aarree  oonnllyy  tthhrreeee  oouutt  ooff  tthhiirrttyy  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  
ppaarrttiieess  ootthheerr  tthhaann  AAll--  BBaa’’aatthh  PPaarrttyy..  OOnnee  ooff  tthheemm  iiss  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  aa  ppaarrttyy  ooff  tthhee  
NNPPFF’’ss,,  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ttoo  aa  sseemmii--rreeccooggnniizzeedd  ppaarrttyy  ((rreecceennttllyy  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  NNPPFF))  aanndd  aann  
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  oonnee..    
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BBaa’’aatthhiisstt  wwoommeenn  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  mmaakkee  9977..77%%  oouutt  ooff  8888  wwoommeenn’’ss  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss,,  
wwiitthh  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  bbyy  tthhee  ootthheerr  tthhrreeee  wwoommeenn  MMPPss..    

BBaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  aattttaacchheedd  cchhaarrttss  aallll  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  aarree  mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  oonnee  oorr  mmoorree  ooff  tthhee  
AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  ccoommmmiitttteeeess  ((tthhaatt  ssttuuddyy  llaawwss  aanndd  ssuubbmmiitt  rreeppoorrttss  ttoo  tthhee  
AAsssseemmbbllyy))..  OOnnllyy  tthhrreeee  wwoommeenn  hhoowweevveerr  wweerree  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  ccoommmmiitttteeee  ooffffiicceess  
((ppeerrmmaanneenntt  ccoommmmiitttteeeess  lleeaaddiinngg  bbooddiieess))  aass  rreeppoorrtteerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  ppoossiittiioonn  
ooff  tthhrreeee::  ooffffiiccee  cchhaaiirrmmaann,,  ddeeppuuttyy  ooffffiiccee  cchhaaiirrmmaann,,  aanndd  rreeppoorrtteerr..  OOnnllyy  oonnee  wwoommaann  
aassssuummeedd  aa  lleeaaddiinngg  ppoossiittiioonn  aatt  tthhee  OOffffiiccee  aass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  sseeccrreettaarriieess  ((ppeeooppllee''ss  
aasssseemmbbllyy  pprreessiiddeenntt,,  ddeeppuuttyy  ppeeooppllee''ss  aasssseemmbbllyy  pprreessiiddeenntt,,  ttwwoo  sseeccrreettaarriieess,,  ttwwoo  
oobbsseerrvveerrss))..    

TThhee  mmaaiinn  wwoommeenn  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee''ss  aasssseemmbbllyy’’ss  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  
ccoommmmiitttteeeess  wwaass  iinn  ttwwoo  ccoommmmiitttteeeess::  tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  &&  ppooppuullaattiioonn  aaccttiivviittiieess  
ccoommmmiitttteeee  ((1100))  aanndd  tthhee  gguuiiddaannccee  ccoommmmiitttteeee  ((99))  wwhheerreeaass  iitt  wwaass  aa  ppoooorr  
rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy  aanndd  tthhee  iinntteerrnnaall  aaffffaaiirrss  &&  llooccaall  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ccoommmmiitttteeeess  wwiitthh  oonnee  wwoommeenn  iinn  eeaacchh..    

WWoommeenn’’ss  rroollee  iinn  ppuubblliicc  iissssuueess::  

TThhee  aattttaacchheedd  cchhaarrttss  sshhooww  hhiigghh  ttrruuaannccyy  rraatteess  aammoonngg  wwoommeenn  iinn  ppeeooppllee''ss  
aasssseemmbbllyy  sseessssiioonnss  rraannggiinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  1144  aabbsseenncceess  ffoorr  aa  wwoommaann  MMPP((iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  
lleeaavveess))  aanndd  tthhee  ffuullll  aatttteennddaannccee  ooff  88  wwoommeenn  MMPPss..    

IInn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  eevveerryy  sseessssiioonn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aabbsseenntteeeess  iiss  rreeggiisstteerreedd  bbuutt  tthheeyy  
mmaayy  ccoommee  llaattee  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeggiisstteerriinngg  tthheemm  aass  aatttteennddaannttss..  CChheecckkiinngg  oouutt  tthhee  
rreeggiissttrraattiioonnss  hhoowweevveerr  pprroovveedd  tthhaatt  mmoosstt  ooff  wwoommeenn  rreeggiisstteerreedd  aass  aabbsseenntteeeess  ddiiddnn’’tt  
ccoommee  llaattee  ttoo  sseessssiioonnss..    

WWoommeenn  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttwwoo  oorrddiinnaarryy  rroouunnddss  wweerree  ssiimmiillaarr  ttoo  tthhoossee  ooff  
mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  MMPPss  ((mmeenn//wwoommeenn))  iinn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ddiiddnn’’tt  ggoo  iinnttoo  ddeettaaiillss  aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  
ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  ddeepprreeccaattiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  dduurriinngg  tthhee  pprroolloonnggeedd  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  
tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  iinn  eeiigghhtt  sseessssiioonnss..    

TThhee  IIDDss  iissssuuaannccee  LLaaww  ccoouulldd  hhaarrddllyy  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  llaaww  
ddiissccuusssseedd  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  mmeecchhaanniissmmss  aanndd  ddeepptthh;;  mmoosstt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  hhoowweevveerr  ffooccuusseedd  oonn  
mmeecchhaanniissmmss  oonnllyy  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  dduuttyy  iimmppoosseedd  oonn  cciittiizzeennss  ttoo  ggeett  IIDDss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  
ddiissccuussssiinngg  ccrruucciiaall  qquueessttiioonnss  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  bbeehhiinndd  mmaakkiinngg  cciittiizzeennss  ssuubbjjeecctt  
ttoo  ppuunniisshhmmeennttss  iiff  tthheeyy  ddoonn’’tt  aappppllyy  ttoo  cchhaannggee  tthheeiirr  IIDDss  wwhheenn  tthheeiirr  ddaattaa  aarree  
cchhaannggeedd,,  aanndd  nnoott  ggeettttiinngg  tthhoossee  ddaattaa  cchhaannggeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  
tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  nnuummbbeerrss  wwiitthhoouutt  cchhaannggiinngg  tthhee  IIDDss..    

TThhaatt  ccaann  bbee  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  ddiissccuussssiioonn  tthhaatt  ddrreeww  pprraaiissiinngg  
ooppiinniioonnss  ccoommpprriissiinngg  ccoommppoossiittiioonnaall  ccoommmmeennttss  aanndd  ccrriittiicciizziinngg  ooppiinniioonnss  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  
ddeepprreeccaattiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss..  TThhee  ssttaatteemmeenntt  wwaass  hhaarrddllyy  ddiissccuusssseedd  oonn  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ooff  
ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  oorr  ooppppoossiinngg  nnuummbbeerrss  oorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..    

IItt  iiss  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  tthhaatt  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  rraaiisseedd  ggeenneerraall  cciittiizzeennss  iissssuueess  iinn  
rreellaattiivveellyy  lloonngg  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  mmaatttteerrss..  TThheeyy  rreemmaaiinneedd  hhoowweevveerr  
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cchhaarraacctteerriizzeedd  bbyy  qquueessttiioonnss  aanndd  wwiisshheess  wwiitthhoouutt  ddiissccuussssiinngg  rreeaassoonnss,,  rreeaalliittyy,,  
mmeecchhaanniissmmss  oorr  tthhee  lliikkee  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  iinntteerreesstt  rraatteess  ooff  tthhee  yyoouutthh  hhoouusseess  llooaannss,,  
ppeennssiioonneerrss  rriigghhttss,,  tthhee  AAggrraarriiaann  BBaannkk’’ss  iinntteerreesstt  rraatteess,,  llaattee  ssaallaarriieess  ooff  aa  ggeenneerraall  
ccoommppaannyy’’ss  wwoorrkkeerrss  aanndd  tteecchhnnoo  eelleeccttrriicciittyy--rreellaatteedd  iissssuueess..    

IItt  iiss  aallssoo  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  tthhaatt  nnoo  ddiissccuussssiioonn  hhaadd  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinntteerrnnaall  aanndd  eexxtteerrnnaall  
ppoolliicciieess  iinn  bbootthh  rroouunnddss  ((iinnaaccccuurraattee  ccoommmmeenntt  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  llaacckk  ooff  mmiinnuutteess))  eexxcceepptt  
ffoorr  ddiissccuussssiinngg  aa  ssuuggggeesstteedd  ssttaatteemmeenntt  oonn  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  tthhrreeaattss  ttoo  IIrraaqq  bbeeffoorree  
ooccccuuppyyiinngg  iitt  ((tthhaatt  iiss  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn  MMPPss))   

WWoommeenn’’ss  rroollee  iinn  iissssuueess  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  wwoommeenn::  

IInntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  iinn  tthhiiss  rreeggaarrdd  wweerree  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  ccaalllliinngg  ffoorr  ggrreeaatteerr  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  ssuucchh  
iissssuueess  wwiitthh  rreeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  tthhee  nneecceessssiittyy  ttoo  aammeenndd  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ffaammiillyy--rreellaatteedd  llaawwss  
wwiitthhoouutt  aann  iinn--ddeepptthh  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  aanndd  iittss  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss..  

AA  llaacckk  ooff  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  iiss  oobbvviioouuss  bbeettwweeeenn  ccoommmmeennttss  mmaaddee  iinn  tthhiiss  rreeggaarrdd  oonn  tthhee  
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  aanndd  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  wwoommeenn  nnaattiioonnaall  ssttrraatteeggyy  aanndd  tthhee  99thth  55--YY  
PPllaann..    

OOnnee  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonn  hhaass  ddeeffiinneedd  llaawwss  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  ((ppeerrssoonnaall  ssttaattuuss,,  ccuussttooddyy  aaggee,,  
ppeennaallttiieess  oonn  uussiinngg  ffaammiillyy  ppllaannnniinngg  mmaatteerriiaallss))  aanndd  aannootthheerr  oonnee  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  wwoommeenn  
ppoolliittiiccaall  eemmppoowweerrmmeenntt..    

WWoommeenn  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee''ss  aasssseemmbbllyy  ffaaccee  tthhee  ssaammee  pprroobblleemmss  ooff  aallll  tthhee  
ootthheerr  MMPPss  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  tthhee  mmeecchhaanniissmm  ooff  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt  lleeaaddss  ttoo  aa  wwaassttee  ooff  ttiimmee  
rreessuullttiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  pprroolloonnggeedd  rreeaaddiinngg  ooff  llaawwss  iinn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  aanndd  nnoott  hhaavviinngg  tthhee  tteexxttss  
ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  iinn  ttiimmee  aass  ssoommee  MMPPss  mmaayy  ssaayy..    

TThheerreeffoorree  wwee  mmaayy  ssaayy  tthhaatt  wwoommeenn’’ss  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  wweerree  vveerryy  mmooddeesstt  iinn  nnuummbbeerr  
aanndd  cchhaarraacctteerriizzeedd  bbyy  aaddddrreessssiinngg  ddeepprreeccaattiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ddiissccuussssiinngg  
nnuummbbeerrss  aanndd  ffaaccttss  aanndd  tthhaatt’’ss  wwhhyy  mmaannyy  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  wweerree  cceenntteerreedd  oonn  tthhee  
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  wwiitthhiinn  aa  rreellaattiivveellyy  sshhoorrtt  ttiimmee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ssoommee  MMPPss  oonnllyy..    

LLiittttllee  aatttteennttiioonn  wwaass  aallssoo  ppaaiidd  ttoo  wwoommeenn,,  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  iissssuueess  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  aass  
tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssttaatteemmeenntt  iinncclluuddeedd  nnoo  cclleeaarr  oorr  ddeettaaiilleedd  iitteemmss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffiivvee--yyeeaarr  
ppllaann  ooff  wwoommeenn  aalltthhoouugghh  iitt  wwaass  aapppprroovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppeeooppllee''ss  aasssseemmbbllyy  iinn  iittss  pprreevviioouuss  
tteerrmm  aanndd  rreepprreesseennttss  aa  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  mmaayy  
bbee  ccaalllleedd  ttoo  aaccccoouunntt  iiff  iitt  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  ffuullffiilllleedd  nnoorr  ddeevveellooppeedd  oorr  eennrriicchheedd  wwiitthh  ffuurrtthheerr  
ssuuggggeessttiioonnss..    

OOnnllyy  ssiixx  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  wwoommeenn  iissssuueess  iinn  aa  ssiimmppllee  aanndd  iinnccoonnssiisstteenntt  
wwaayy  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  hheeaaddlliinneess  ssuucchh  aass::  iinntteeggrraattee  tthhee  ggeennddeerr  iinn  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  aallllooccaattee  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  bbuuddggeett  ffoorr  ddeevveellooppiinngg  wwoommeenn  
rreeaalliittyy2828,,  ccaanncceell  ccuurrrriiccuullaa  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  iimmaaggeess,,  rraaiissee  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  
ccuussttooddyy2929,,  ppaayy  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  rruurraall  wwoommeenn3030,,  aammeenndd  PPeerrssoonnaall  SSttaattuuttee  aanndd  PPeennaall  
LLaawwss  ((AArrttiicclleess  oonn  ffaammiillyy  ppllaannnniinngg  mmaatteerriiaallss  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  ccrriimmeess  ooff  hhoonnoorr))  
aanndd  wwoommeenn  llooaannss3131,,  eennhhaannccee  wwoommeenn  rroollee  iinn  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  aa  qquueessttiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  
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ccoonnttiinnuuaattiioonn  ooff  aassssiiggnniinngg  wwoommeenn  iinn  ttyyppiiccaall  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss3232,,  ddeemmaanndd  
mmaatteerrnnaall  lleeaavveess  ffoorr  tteemmppoorraarryy  wwoommeenn  wwoorrkkeerrss  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  mmeerree  mmeeddiiccaall  rreeppoorrtt3333.  .

AAssttoonniisshhiinnggllyy,,  ttwwoo  ssyymmppoossiiuummss  rreecceeiivveedd  mmeeddiiaa  ccoovveerraaggee::  tthhee  FFrraannccoopphhoonnee  MMPPss  
CCoonnffeerreennccee3434  hheelldd  iinn  SShhaarrlloott  TToowwnn,,  CCaannaaddaa  iinn  wwhhiicchh  sseevveerraall  iissssuueess  wweerree  
ddiissccuusssseedd  pprriimmaarriillyy  tthhee  ffrraannccoopphhoonnee  wwoommeenn’’ss  rroollee  eennhhaanncceemmeenntt,,  iinn  tthhee  
pprreesseennccee  ooff  aa  ppaarrlliiaammeennttaarryy  ddeelleeggaattiioonn  nnoott  iinncclluuddiinngg  aannyy  wwoommaann,,  aanndd  aa  
ssyymmppoossiiuumm  oonn  tthhee  AArraabb  WWoommeenn  RRoollee  AAccttiivvaattiioonn  ((BBeeiirruutt//  FFeebbrruuaarryy  22000055))  wwhhoossee  
ccoonncclluuddiinngg  ssttaatteemmeenntt  ddiiddnn’’tt  iinncclluuddee  aannyy  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonn  bbyy  SSyyrriiaann  wwoommeenn  MMPPss  aanndd  
iinn  wwhhiicchh  aa  SSyyrriiaann  mmaallee  MMPP  cchhaaiirreedd  aa  sseessssiioonn  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  PPrroocceessss  aanndd  
CCrriittiiccaall  GGeennddeerr  EEqquuaattiioonn3535..   

IItt  iiss  wwoorrtthh  mmeennttiioonniinngg  tthhaatt  aalltthhoouugghh  ssoommee  mmaallee  MMPPss  ccoommmmeennttss  ddeemmaannddeedd  
jjuuddiicciiaall  rreeffoorrmmss  oorr  aammeennddmmeennttss  ttoo  llaawwss,,  tthheeyy  ddiiddnn’’tt  rraaiissee  llaawwss  bbiiaasseedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  
wwoommeenn  aass  tthheeyy  jjuusstt  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  tthhee  PPeennaall  LLaaww  aanndd  aarrttiicclleess  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  ffaammiillyy  
ppllaannnniinngg  mmaatteerriiaallss  uusseerrss3636.    .

  MMaallee  MMPPss  mmaaddee  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  ccoommmmeennttss  iinn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  wwoommeenn  aaffffaaiirrss;;  OOnnee  ooff  tthheemm  
ddeemmaannddeedd  aa  sseeccoonnddaarryy  sscchhooooll  ffoorr  ggiirrllss  iinn  IIddlleebb3737,  while  the  other  one  asked  for  
equitable  treatment  to  husbands  and  wives  regarding  the  share  of  inheritance  
from  the  other  spouse’s  retirement  salary

, while the other one asked for
equitable treatment to husbands and wives regarding the share of inheritance
from the other spouse’s retirement salary3838.    .

  

TThhee  FFiieelldd  RReesseeaarrcchh::  
TThhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  tteeaamm  ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  aa  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  ttoo  tthhee  llaaddiieess  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  
PPeeooppllee''ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  mmaannyy  qquueessttiioonnss  ttoo  ppuutt  lliigghhtt  oonn  ssoommee  mmaajjoorr  
aassppeeccttss  ooff  hhaabbiilliittaattiinngg  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  MMPPss  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthheeiirr  dduuttiieess,,  tthheeiirr  ooppiinniioonnss  
aabboouutt  wwoommeenn  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  lleevveell,,  hhooww  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  iitt  aanndd  ddeevveelloopp  tthheeiirr  rroollee  iinn  iitt..  
OOnnllyy  99  ffeemmaallee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  3300  aannsswweerreedd  ttoo  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree;;  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rreessuullttss  
ccoonncclluuddeedd  aarree::      

--  AAllll  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  MMPPss  aarree  mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  tthhee  wwoommeenn  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn::  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  
WWoommeenn  UUnniioonn..  

--  5500%%  ooff  tthheemm  mmaaddee  ssppeeeecchheess  iinn  eelleeccttoorraall  ffeessttiivvaallss  ––tthheeyy  ccaalllleedd  tthheemm  
mmaanniiffeessttss--  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  ggeenneerraall  ttaallkkiinngg  eemmpphhaassiizziinngg  oonn  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  
eelleeccttiioonnss,,  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  rreeffoorrmm  mmaarrcchh  wwiitthhoouutt  aannyy  ddeemmaannddss  oorr  
ccoommmmiittmmeennttss  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  iinn  ffuuttuurree,,  eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  oonnee  mmaanniiffeesstt  tthhaatt  
ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  oonn  aammeennddiinngg  ssoommee  aannttii--wwoommeenn  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiinngg  llaawwss..  

--  7755%%  ooff  tthhee  llaaddiieess  ffaacceedd  nnoo  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ccaannddiiddaattuurree  oorr  tthhee  
eelleeccttoorraall  pprroocceessss,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  ffaacceedd  bbyy  tthhee  ootthheerrss  wweerree  ssoocciiaall,,  
eeccoonnoommiicc  oorr  ppoolliittiiccaall  bbuutt  aatt  llooww  lleevveellss,,  ppeerrhhaappss  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aarree  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  
mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  BBaa''aatthh  PPaarrttyy  aanndd  nnoommiinnaatteedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  FFrroonntt’’ss  nnaammee..  

--  AAllll  tthhee  llaaddiieess  wwhhoo  aannsswweerreedd  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  
aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  tthhee  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ddooccuummeennttss  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  wwoommeenn  rriigghhttss;;  CCEEDDAAWW,,  
tthhee  UUnniivveerrssaall  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  EElliimmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  VViioolleennccee  aaggaaiinnsstt  WWoommeenn,,  
aanndd  BBeeiijjiinngg  PPllaattffoorrmm  ffoorr  AAccttiioonn  wwhhiillee  hhaallff  ooff  tthheemm  oonnllyy  aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  tthhee  
UUnniivveerrssaall  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  ooff  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  aanndd  tthhee  ttwwoo  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
CCoovveennaannttss..    
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--  PPeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  aaccqquuaaiinnttiinngg  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  llaawwss    ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiinngg  
aarrttiicclleess  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn  ((tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  hhaass  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  
ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiinngg))  aanndd  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  bbrriiddggee  tthhee  ggeennddeerr  ggaapp,,  
iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  PPllaann  aanndd  tthhee  99thth  55--YY  PPllaann  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  bbeeeenn  
mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerrppoossiittiioonnss,,    wwaass  7755  ––  110000%%..  

--  OOppiinniioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  MMPPss  aabboouutt  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  bbyyllaaww  wweerree::  oonnee  
ooff  tthheemm  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  iitt  ggoooodd,,  eeiigghhtt  tthhoouugghhtt  tthhaatt  iitt  nneeeeddeedd  aammeennddmmeenntt,,  
sseevveenn  aapppprroovveedd  tthhee  qquuoottaa  ssyysstteemm,,  oonnee  rreejjeecctteedd  iitt  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerrss  ggaavvee  nnoo  
ooppiinniioonn..        

--  EEiigghhtt  ffeemmaallee  MMPPss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoommeenn  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  
iiss  mmeeddiiuumm,,  wwhhiillee  oonnllyy  oonnee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  iitt  ggoooodd..  EEiigghhtt  wwoommeenn  hhaavvee  
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ccoommmmiitttteeeess  aass  mmeemmbbeerrss  mmeeddiiuumm  aanndd  
wweeaakk  aass  cchhaaiirrwwoommeenn,,  wwhhiillee  oonnllyy  oonnee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  iitt  ggoooodd  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccaassee  
aanndd  mmeeddiiuumm  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  oonnee..  

--  SSeevveenn  wwoommeenn  aassssuurreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  MMPPss  sshhoouulldd  ccoonncceennttrraattee  oonn  wwoommeenn  
aaffffaaiirrss,,  wwhhiillee  ttwwoo  tthhoouugghhtt  tthhaatt  tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott  nneecceessssaarryy..    

--  TThhrreeee  ooff  tthhee  wwoommeenn  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aaffffeecctteedd  
tthheeiirr  ffaammiillyy  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ppoossiittiivveellyy;;  ssiixx  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhaatt  iitt  hhaadd  nnoo  eeffffeeccttss..          

PPrrooppoossaallss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  wwoommeenn  iinn  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  
AAsssseemmbbllyy  wweerree  aass  ffoolllloowwss::  

--  WWoommeenn  eedduuccaattiioonn..  
--  EEnnlliigghhtteenn  wwoommeenn  aanndd  mmeenn  aabboouutt  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  wwoommeenn  ppoolliittiiccaall  

ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn..  
--  EEnnlliigghhtteenn  mmeenn  iinn  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss..  
--  WWoommeenn  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  2200  ––  5500%%..  
--  AAccttiivvee  wwoommeenn  aanndd  wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  ppoolliiccyy,,  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  aanndd  ssyynnddiiccaatteess  sshhoouulldd  

bbee  nnoommiinnaatteedd..  
--  WWoommeenn  hhoollddiinngg  hhiigghh  lliicceennsseess  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aammoonngg  tthhee  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess..  
--  TThhee  ppaarrttiieess  aanndd  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  sshhoouulldd  hhoolldd  ssyymmppoossiiuummss  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  

wwoommeenn  rroollee  aanndd  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn..  
--  AAllll  tthhee  FFrroonntt  ppaarrttiieess  sshhoouulldd  ssuuppppoorrtt  wwoommeenn  nnoommiinnaattiioonn..  
--  EEnnccoouurraaggee  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  ttoo  

nnoommiinnaattee  tthheeiirr  mmeemmbbeerrss..  
--  HHoolldd  pplleennttyy  ooff  ssyymmppoossiiuummss  aabboouutt  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  wwoommeenn  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  

iinn  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy..  
--  AAddoopptt  tthhee  qquuoottaa  ssyysstteemm  aass  wweellll  aass  ootthheerr  ccrriitteerriiaa  eennssuurriinngg  tthhee  wwoommeenn  

rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  vvaalliiddiittyy..  
--  EEnnccoouurraaggee  wwoommeenn  ttoo  nnoommiinnaattee  tthheemmsseellvveess..  
--  PPaarrttyy  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  ssuuppppoorrtt  ttoo  wwoommeenn..  
--  IInnccrreeaassee  tthhee  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  wwoommeenn  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  FFrroonntt  lliissttss  aanndd  

ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  ccoommppeetteenntt  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  wwoommeenn..  
--  AA  rreelliiaabbllee  ssttuuddyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ccoonndduucctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  lleeaaddeerrsshhiippss,,  tthhee  

ppooppuullaarr  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  aanndd  tthhee  FFaammiillyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  
ccaannddiiddaatteess’’  ffiilleess,,  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ssoocciiaall  aaccttiivviittiieess;;  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  
lleeaaddiinngg  wwoommeenn..      

--  TThhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  wwiillll..  
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--  EEnnhhaannccee  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa  mmeeaannss  rroollee  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  wwoommaann  rroollee  aass  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..  
--  CChhaannggee  tthhee  ttyyppiiccaall  iimmaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouurrssee..  
--  EEdduuccaattee  wwoommeenn  hhooww  ttoo  ddiirreecctt  aann  eelleeccttoorraall  ccaammppaaiiggnn  aanndd  eennaabbllee  tthheemm  

ffrroomm  ddooiinngg  tthhaatt;;  tthhiiss  pprrooppoossaall  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  oonnee  ffoorrmm  oonnllyy..    
  
PPrrooppoossaallss  ooff  aaccttiivvaattiinngg  tthhee  wwoommeenn  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  wweerree::  

--  PPeerrssuuaaddee  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  cchhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  wwoommeenn  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  iinn  
tthhee  ppaarrlliiaammeennttaarryy  ddeelleeggaattiioonnss,,  ffaaiirr  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn  iinn  tthhaatt  
aanndd  ttaakkiinngg  ccoommppeetteennccee  iinnttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn..  

--  HHaavviinngg  aa  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  ccoommmmiitttteeee  iinn  tthhee  AAsssseemmbbllyy  uunnddeerr  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  
WWoommaann  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  

--  WWoommeenn  sshhoouulldd  ttaakkee  ppaarrtt  iinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ccoommmmiitttteeee’’ss  cchhaaiirrmmaannsshhiipp..  
--  TThheerree  sshhoouulldd  bbee  cchhaaiirrwwoommaann  ooff  oouuttggooiinngg  ddeelleeggaattiioonnss..  
- TThheeyy  sshhoouulldd  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  aallll  oouuttggooiinngg  ddeelleeggaattiioonnss.. 
- AA  wwoommaann  ccaann  bbee  aa  ddeeppuuttyy  cchhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy  aanndd  eevveenn  aa  

cchhaaiirrwwoommaann,,  iinn  ffuuttuurree.. 
- The best women for nomination should be selected from among the 

women who have practiced many jobs and who have good personality, 
education and knowledge and well known in the society. 

- All female MPs should participate in the national conferences (family 
affairs; woman, children, orphans and the handicapped rights) to have 
experience and to use that experience in modernizing the legislations. 

- Active participation in the permanent committees and in law studies. 
- Brave discussion of issues. 
- Increase the number of women in the Assembly’s Office. 
- More participation in the Assembly’s committees. 
- More participation in organizations’ and the Family Commission’s 

activities. 
- Follow legal, health and social courses specialized for female MPs. 
- Assign them as chairwomen of friendship association. 
- Take part in all local and foreign symposiums in an actual direct, not only 

formal, way. 
- Improve dialogue mechanisms with the male MPs to gain their approvals.  

 
It is noticeable that though the male MPs have understanding of some basic 
legal, universal and national information and government commitments, the 
handling of women issues has not matched that understanding. 
The proposals have not mentioned the necessity of consulting women NGOs or 
even making consultation with the female MPs themselves but through proposing 
a committee formation, while concentration has been to a big extent on the 
Assembly’s female MPs’ personal characteristics, giving more opportunities to 
women to participate in the delegations and committees chairmanship and on the 
role that the political leaderships can play in nominating women to the 
Assembly’s membership. Two important proposals mentioned in the same form 
can be indicated here: the first one concentrated on enabling the nominated 



woman to direct the electoral campaign; the second was about improving the 
dialogue skills to gain the male MPs’ support during the discussions. 
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CChhaapptteerr  ((33))  

  

OObbssttaacclleess  hhaammppeerriinngg  WWoommeenn’’ss  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  

  

WWee  ccaann  iinnttrroodduuccee  tthhiiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  tthhrroouugghh  ffoouurr  lleevveellss::  

FFiirrsstt  lleevveell::  TThhee  ccllaannnniisshhiipp  iiss  ssttiillll  aaffffeeccttiinngg  tthhee  iinnddiivviidduuaallss’’  pprriivvaattee  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  lliivveess  
aanndd  ttrriibbaall  aalllleeggiiaannccee  iiss  eeffffeeccttiivvee  aass  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmeennttaalliittyy..  IInn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  ggrraadduuaall  
ttrraannssmmiissssiioonn  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  aattoommiicc  ffaammiillyy  ttyyppee,,  tthhee  vvaalluueess  aanndd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  ooff  tthhee  
ffuunnccttiioonnaallllyy  eexxppaannddeedd  ffaammiillyy  aarree  ssttiillll  pprreevvaaiilliinngg,,  wwhhiicchh  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppaattrriiaarrcchhaall  
ddoommiinnaattiioonn  iiss  ssttiillll  pprreevvaaiilliinngg;;  ffuurrtthheerr  oonn,,  tthhee    ttrriibbee  oorr  tthhee  sseecctt  ssttiillll  aaffffeeccttss  tthhee  
iinnddiivviidduuaall  ppuubblliicc  cchhooiicceess  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  oonneess..  TThhaatt  iiss  cclleeaarr  iinn  eelleeccttiioonnss  oorr  
vvoottiinngg  pprroocceessss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffiirrsstt  iinn  ffaavvoorr  ooff  rreellaattiivveess,,  tthheenn  nneeiigghhbboorrss  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  
ssttrreeeett  oorr  vviillllaaggee,,  tthheenn  tthhee  ttrriibbee  oorr  tthhee  sseecctt..  

SSeeccoonndd  lleevveell::  UUnnddeevveellooppeedd  eelleeccttoorraall  ppuubblliicciittyy  tthhaatt  ddeeppeennddss  oonn  ppiiccttuurreess,,  
gguueesstthhoouusseess  aanndd  eexxaaggggeerraattiioonn  ooff  mmoonneeyy  ssppeennddiinngg  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  oonn  ddeeffiinneedd  
eelleeccttoorraall  ppllaattffoorrmmss  aanndd  ddiiaalloogguueess  wwiitthh  tthhee  eelleeccttoorrss  oorr  wwiitthh  ssoocciiaall  mmoovveemmeennttss  iinn  aa  
wwaayy  pprroommoottiinngg  tthhee  ccaannddiiddaattee  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonnss..  

TThhiirrdd  lleevveell::  tthhee  eelleeccttoorraall  ssyysstteemm  bbaassiinngg  mmaaiinnllyy  oonn  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  PPrrooggrreessssiivvee  
FFrroonntt’’ss  lliissttss  ccrreeaatteess  aa  ccaassee  ooff  iinnddiiffffeerreennccee  aammoonngg  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss  iinn  ggeenneerraall  aanndd  
mmaakkeess  tthhee  iinnddeeppeennddeennttss  hhooppeelleessss  iinn  aaddvvaannccee  aabboouutt  aannyy  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  wwiinnnniinngg  
tthhee  eelleeccttiioonnss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  wwoommeenn  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aa  vveerryy  bbiigg  nnuummbbeerr  iiss  ssttiillll  ffaarr  ffrroomm  
ppoolliittiiccaall  aaccttiivviittyy  iinn  aann  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  ooff  ““nnoo  lleeggiissllaattiioonnss””  iinn  tthhiiss  ffiieelldd..  

FFoouurrtthh  lleevveell::  IInn  lliinnee  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaallllyy  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  oonn  wwoommeenn  
iissssuueess  aanndd  aaddooppttiinngg  tthheemm  bbyy  tthhee  UUNN  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss,,  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  nnoonn--
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  tthhoossee  iissssuueess  iinnccrreeaasseedd  aanndd  tthhaatt  eexxpprreesssseedd  iittsseellff  tthhrroouugghh  
tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  ssttrraatteeggyy  ffoorr  wwoommaann  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  aafftteerr  BBeeiijjiinngg  aanndd  ssppeecciiaalliizziinngg  aann  iitteemm  ffoorr  
wwoommaann  eemmppoowweerrmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  99thth  55--YY  PPllaann..  TThhee  pprrooppoosseedd  ppoolliicciieess  aanndd  pprroocceedduurreess,,  
hhoowweevveerr,,  hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  rreefflleecctteedd  oonn  rreeaalliittyy  aanndd  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  rreessuullttss  hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  
aass  ddeessiirreedd..  TThhiiss  ssiittuuaattiioonn  aaccttiivvaatteedd  tthhee  ffeemmiinniisstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  ttoo  pprrooppoossee  
aammeennddiinngg  mmaannyy  llaawwss  bbyy  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy,,  tthhee  ccaassee  tthhaatt  ccrreeaatteedd  ppuubblliicc  
eenntthhuussiiaassmm  aabboouutt  wwoommeenn  iissssuueess,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  wwaass  hhiinnddeerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonnss  LLaaww  
tthhaatt  ddiidd  nnoott  lliicceennssee  mmaannyy  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  aaccttiinngg  oonn  llaanndd  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  oovveerrccoommee  tthhiiss  oobbssttaaccllee,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  pprrooppoossaall  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  
CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  FFaammiillyy  AAffffaaiirrss  aabboouutt  aa  nneeww  AAssssoocciiaattiioonnss  LLaaww  aanndd  iittss  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  
wwiitthh  mmaannyy  uunnlliicceennsseedd  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss..    IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  nnoonn  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
wwoommeenn  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  llaacckk  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  wwoorrkk  
mmeecchhaanniissmmss  aanndd  tthhaatt  ddeepprriivveess  tthheemm  ooff  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ttoo  aaffffeecctt  tthhee  MMPPss  iinn  aa  wwaayy  
ppeerrssuuaaddiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  aaddoopptt  tthhee  wwoommeenn  mmoovveemmeenntt  ddeemmaannddss..                

BBaassiinngg  oonn  tthhoossee  lleevveellss,,  wwee  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  cchhaalllleennggeess  ffaacciinngg  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  wwoommeenn  
ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  ppuubblliicc  aaffffaaiirrss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  lliiffee::  



TThhee  eeccoonnoommiicc  lleevveell::    

In spite of the developments taking place in the country aiming at empowering 
women through allocating a proportion of the public budget (0.25% of 2005 
budget), setting up government bodies (Syrian Commission  for Family Affairs) 
and civil associations for women empowerment economically (FIRDOS, 
MAWRED, Businesswomen Committees at the chambers of industry and 
commerce), training women on leadership and decision-making by civil 
associations (Syrian Women’s League) and the UN organizations’ activities 
aiming at training and habilitating women (UNDP, UNFPA, UNIFEM, FAO), we 
find that the women percentage of the labor force still around 1/5 (19.8% of the 
low wages workers), unemployment percentage among women is 2.5 times its 
percentage among men and 63% of women labor force is still registered as 
housekeepers. 

Finally, women are still far from the economic decision-making positions as 
women employment has concentrated in the last years in the social services 
sector far from the productive process. They have not made a lot of progress in 
decision-making positions of the state administrations, which would have helped 
them to have self confidence, developed their leading talents and motivate 
initiative environment. 

 This review proves to the economic researcher that the women economic status 
hinders women participation in development and that definitely affects their 
participation in the political life, in general, and the parliamentary participation, in 
particular, in line with the increasing levels of lavishness in the electoral 
campaigns.  

 

The Legal level: 

The discriminating articles in some national laws (personal law, penal law and 
nationality) are considered part of the challenges hindering the participation of 
Syrian women who are still considered by the law under-competent. Divorce is a 
husband right, not a wife’s one; she does not have the right to take her share of 
family properties that she has contributed to, in case of separation or husband 
death; the man has the right to get married to more than one woman; women do 
not have the right of custody over themselves or their children; females inherit 
half share compared with males and in the majority of the rural and urban areas 
women do not even inherit that half due to the traditions’ influence and this forms 
a big challenge in front of women freedom of movement and activity. This 
discrimination puts the basis of a community view considering women of low 
competence; this situation puts limits to their participation in public life and it 
lessens the community approval of assigning women in decision-making 
positions including the People’s Assembly’s membership. 

The information level:    
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We notice a positive development during the last few years of the women image 
in the Syrian information media, especially in the drama, but this is not enough to 
change the typical image of women in the community mentality of both men and 
women; such a thing requires gender information policies targeting all people 
working in this field, in addition to training and habilitating women and men in all 
information media to pay attention to the concept of gender in their messages, 
dramas and in everything that is broadcasted, read or transmitted in the 
information media. 

This is at the national level and we know that the world through the information 
media became a small village, so presenting the image of a coquettish, beautiful, 
submissive woman or the one that have a typical role (teacher, nurse, secretary) 
has a very bad effect; for that we think that UNIFEM project forms a step towards 
unifying the efforts of governments, civil society and the private sector “the three 
partners” to lessen the effect of the destructive information on our societies’ 
mentality. 

The political parties and women level: 

In the research, we raised the issue of the percentage of women nominated by 
their parties, which shows that those parties, apart from their ideologies 
(Marxism, nationalism or religious) have not considered women issue part of their 
priorities; women right to be in decision-making positions is forgotten by those 
parties. From this point we can penetrate directly to the masculine mentality 
which is a general texture in the society including the parties; it expresses the 
community mentality adopted by the males and females in our society; this 
challenge should be classified within the research’s priorities for further work, 
especially that the Front’s mechanisms/lists in Syria enhance women 
opportunities to be MPs representing the Front’s parties.       

It is worth mentioning that the partisan commitment sometimes prevents women 
from raising their issues as those issues are not priorities on the political parties’ 
platforms. So the public issues are given the priority to the special ones with no 
mechanism to bind them together in a constructive dialectic relationship.    

It is noticeable that the fundamentalists do not nominate any women, but they 
use women as voters, this is clear in the voting centers, especially in the areas of 
religious nature (rural areas and some Syrian governorates). It is also noticeable 
that there are two parties’ chairwomen: Wesal Farhah (Syrian Communist Party, 
Front) and Rohab Al-Bitar (Free Democratic Gathering, new opposition), but a 
party chaired by a woman has not nominated a woman for the elections.    

Associations level and women movement: 

For years, communication between women movements and their popular basis 
was weak due to the work mechanisms of some that depended on the political 
decisions and what they are used to allow or prevent; this part was satisfied by 
making memos or recommendations and that make the bureaucratic work 
overcome the mass work; some could not get the legal license to secure their 
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decision independency and adopt the valid institutional mechanisms without 
melting into the existing political movements and that weakened the 
communication between the movement and the women and weakened their role 
of introducing women cadres and adopting the necessary pressure mechanisms 
to realize the minimum limit of their platforms. 

 Lacking an Associations Law legalizing the formation of women associations 
hindered women engagement in public affairs through those associations and 
securing a safe environment supporting women participation. 
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CChhaapptteerr  ((44))  

MMeetthhooddss  ooff  OOvveerrccoommiinngg  OObbssttaacclleess  

  

IInn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  wwee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  iinn  nneeeedd  ffoorr  ssoommee  rraappiidd  pprroocceedduurreess  tthhaatt  hheellpp  rraaiissiinngg  
tthhee  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  wwoommeenn  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss  aanndd  iinn  
iimmpprroovviinngg  tthhee  qquuaalliittyy  ooff  tthhiiss  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn,,  aass  wweellll..  TThhoossee  pprroocceedduurreess  aarree  hhooppeedd  ttoo  
ccrreeaattee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aatt  tthhee  mmaallee  MMPPss  aanndd  vvootteerrss  ooff  ggeennddeerr  iissssuueess..      

11..  PPrroovviiddee  aa  ddaattaabbaassee  aabboouutt  tthhee  aaccttiivvee  aanndd  lleeaaddiinngg  wwoommeenn  ooff  tthhee  wwoommeenn  
mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  aann  oobbjjeeccttiivvee  wwaayy..  

22..  PPrreeppaarree  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  eemmppoowweerrmmeenntt  pprrooggrraamm  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwoommeenn  aabboouutt  
ccaammppaaiiggnn  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  nneeggoottiiaattiioonnss,,  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn,,  eettcc..    

33..  NNoommiinnaattee  tthhee  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwoommeenn  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccaatteeggoorryy  ttoo  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ccoouurrsseess  aanndd  aassssiiggnn  tthhee  ccoommppeetteenntt  wwoommeenn  iinn  mmeeddiiuumm  
lleeaaddiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss..  

44..  DDeevveelloopp  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  mmeecchhaanniissmmss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  wwoommeenn  iinn  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn--
mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss  aanndd  wwoommeenn  mmoovveemmeenntt..  

55..  PPrroojjeecctt  wwoommeenn  rroollee  iinn  aallll  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  mmeeddiiaa,,  ccoommmmuunniittyy  eennlliigghhtteennmmeenntt  
tthhrroouugghh  pprrooggrraammss  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  ffoorr  tthhaatt  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  eelleeccttoorraall  
ccaammppaaiiggnnss..  

66..    DDeevveelloopp  tthhee  eelleeccttiioonnss  llaaww  iinn  aa  wwaayy  sseeccuurriinngg  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ttoo  aallll  
ccaannddiiddaatteess  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiieess  oorr  sseexx....  

77..  SSeett  uupp  sseerrvviicceess  cceenntteerrss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  aaccttiivvee  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ccaannddiiddaatteess  wwiitthh  
lleeggaall  aaddvviicceess..    

88..  AAddoopptt  tthhee  rreellaattiivvee  qquuoottaa  ssyysstteemm  iinn  aallll  eelleeccttiioonnss  aanndd  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss  iinn  tthhee  
ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  cceenntteerrss..  

99..    CCaarrrryy  oouutt  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrsseess  ffoorr  tthhee  MMPPss  ((mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn))  aabboouutt  tthhee  
ggeennddeerr  ccoonncceepptt  aanndd  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  sskkiillllss  ffoorr  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg..  

1100..  SSeett  uupp  ffoorrmmaall  ppaarrlliiaammeennttss  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  wwoommeenn  aanndd  yyoouutthh  aass  aa  ttrraaiinniinngg  
ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  mmeecchhaanniissmm..  

1111..    EEnnlliigghhtteenn  tthhee  wwoommeenn  mmoovveemmeenntt  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthhee  PPeeooppllee’’ss  
AAsssseemmbbllyy’’ss  wwoorrkk  mmeecchhaanniissmmss  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoommmmuunniiccaattee  wwiitthh  iittss  
mmeemmbbeerrss  iinn  aa  wwaayy  sseerrvviinngg  mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiivvee  cchhaannggeess  iinn  wwoommeenn  lliivveess..    

TThhaatt  rreeqquuiirreess  aann  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  ooff  ddeeeepp  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  rreelliieeff  ssoo  tthhaatt  
tthhoossee  pprroocceedduurreess  wwiillll  eexxpprreessss  tthhee  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  pprrooggrreessss  ffoorrcceess  rreeaall  ddeessiirree  
ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  aa  rreeaall  cchhaannggee  iinn  wwoommeenn  ccoonnddiittiioonnss..    
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CChhaapptteerr  ((55))  
FFuuttuurree  OOvveerrvviieeww  

  
AAfftteerr  rreevviieewwiinngg  tthhee  cchhaalllleennggeess  ffaacciinngg  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  wwoommeenn  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  
eelleeccttoorraall  pprroocceessss  aanndd  pprrooppoossiinngg  tthhee  ssuucccceessssffuull  aanndd  aassssiissttiinngg  wwaayyss  ttoo  oovveerrccoommee  
tthhoossee  oobbssttaacclleess,,  wwee  ccaann  ddeeffiinnee  aa  ffuuttuurree  vviissiioonn  ssttaarrttiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  bbaassiicc  pprriinncciippllee::  
““WWoommeenn  sshhoouulldd  eennjjooyy  aa  ppoossiittiioonn  eeqquuaall  ttoo  mmeenn  ppoossiittiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  
llaaww  iinn  aallll  lliiffee  aassppeeccttss””  wwhhiicchh  rreeqquuiirreess::  

--  RReevviieeww  aallll  llaawwss  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aammeenndd,,  ddeelleettee  oorr  aadddd  aarrttiicclleess  sseeccuurriinngg  eeqquuiittyy  iinn  
rriigghhttss  aanndd  dduuttiieess  aammoonngg  wwoommeenn  aanndd  mmeenn  iinn  bbootthh  pprriivvaattee  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  lliiffee..  

--  IInnccoorrppoorraattee  tthhee  ggeennddeerr  ccoonncceepptt  iinn  aallll  nnaattiioonnaall  ssttrraatteeggiieess..  
--  AAddoopptt  ssppeecciiffiicc  mmeecchhaanniissmmss  hheellppiinngg  wwoommeenn  ttoo  ooccccuuppyy  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  

ppoossiittiioonnss  oonn  aallll  aassppeeccttss  ((ssoocciiaall,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall))  
--  IInnccrreeaassee  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  eexxppeennddiittuurree  oonn  eedduuccaattiioonn,,  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  

hhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  aanndd  aaddoopptt  eennccoouurraaggiinngg  mmeecchhaanniissmmss  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  ggiirrllss  aanndd  
wwoommeenn  jjooiinniinngg  tthhoossee  ccoouurrsseess..  

--  IInncclluuddee  aarrttiicclleess  pprrootteeccttiinngg  wwoommeenn  ffrroomm  eexxppllooiittaattiioonn,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  sseexxuuaall  
mmoolleessttaattiioonn  iinn  wwoorrkk  ppllaacceess,,  iinn  tthhee  llaawwss,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  llaabboorr  llaawwss;;  tthhiiss  ccrreeaattee  aa  
ssaaffee  aanndd  ssuuiittaabbllee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  ffoorr  wwoommeenn  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  
pprroocceessss  aass  aa  bbrrooaadd  ggaattee  ffoorr  tthheemm  ttoo  ooccccuuppyy  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss..  

--  EEnnccoouurraaggee  tthhee  cciivviill  ssoocciieettyy  ttoo  sseett  uupp  nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ddeevveellooppmmeennttaall  
aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  wwoommeenn  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  pprroocceessss..    

--  SSeett  uupp  nnaattiioonnaall  aannttii--iilllliitteerraaccyy  ccaammppaaiiggnnss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  tthhrreeee  sseeccttoorrss  
((ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  cciivviill  aanndd  pprriivvaattee))  ppaarrttiicciippaattee..  

--  CClleeaannssee  tthhee  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aanndd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoouurrsseess  ccoommpplleetteellyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  
ttyyppiiccaall  iimmaaggeess  ooff  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn,,  rreeppllaaccee  tthhaatt  wwiitthh  ssppoouusseess  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  
iinn  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  aaffffaaiirrss  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  bbiinndd  wwoommeenn  rriigghhttss  ttoo  hhuummaann  rriigghhttss  iinn  
tthhee  ccuurrrriiccuullaa  aanndd  eennhhaannccee  tthhee  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  pprriinncciippllee  iinn  rroolleess,,  
rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ggeennddeerr  ccrriitteerriiaa..    

--  MMooddeerrnniizzee  tthhee  llaawwss  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  pprriinncciippllee,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  
AAssssoocciiaattiioonnss  LLaaww,,  ttoo  ggiivvee  wwoommeenn  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ooff  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn,,  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  
hhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  wwoommeenn  ccoommmmuunniittyy  lleeaaddeerrss..  

--  EEmmppoowweerr  wwoommeenn  ooff  ccooooppeerraattiivvee  aanndd  eelleeccttoorraall  wwoorrkk  mmeecchhaanniissmmss..        
--  SSuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  FFaammiillyy  AAffffaaiirrss  bbyy  aallll  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  ttoo  

ccaarrrryy  oouutt  iittss  pprroojjeecctt  ooff  rreeaalliizziinngg  tthhee  pprriinncciippllee  ooff  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthhee  cciivviill  
ssoocciieettyy  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  aanndd  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  iittss  aaiimm  ooff  ddeevveellooppiinngg  
tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  ffaammiillyy  ccoonnddiittiioonnss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  SSyyrriiaann  wwoommaann..  

--  CCaarrrryy  oouutt  mmaannyy  ssoocciiaall  ssuurrvveeyyss  ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee  aallll  aassppeeccttss  ooff  lliivviinngg  rreeaalliittyy  aanndd  
ddeeffiinnee  tthhee  wwoommaann  aaccttuuaall  ppoossiittiioonn  iinn  ffaammiillyy  lliiffee..  

--  DDeevveelloopp  aa  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  ddaattaabbaassee  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  wwoommaann//oowwnneerrsshhiipp  
rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  aanndd  wwoommaann  wwoorrkk  iinn  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaall  sseeccttoorr..  
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--  RRaaiissee  wwoommeenn  aawwaarreenneessss  aanndd  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthheeiirr  rriigghhttss,,  aabbiilliittiieess  aanndd  
ccaappaabbiilliittiieess,,  ddeevveelloopp  tthheeiirr  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp  sseennssee  aanndd  ttrraaiinn  tthheemm  ttoo  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp,,  
mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  ddeecciissiioonn--mmaakkiinngg,,  ppllaannnniinngg,,  nneeggoottiiaattiioonnss,,  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,  
oorraattoorryy  aanndd  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  aaffffeecctt..  

--  RReevviieeww  tthhee  llaawwss,,  aammeenndd  tthhee  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiinngg  aarrttiicclleess,,  aaddaapptt  oouurr  nnaattiioonnaall  
lleeggiissllaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthhee  rraattiiffiieedd  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  aaggrreeeemmeennttss  ttoo  sseeccuurree  eeqquuiittyy  iinn  
rriigghhttss  aanndd  dduuttiieess  iinn  bbootthh  ppuubblliicc  aanndd  pprriivvaattee  lliiffee..      

--  IInnccrreeaassee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  eexxppeennddiittuurree  oonn  wwoommaann  eemmppoowweerrmmeenntt  pprrooggrraammss..  
--  EEmmppoowweerr  wwoommeenn  eeccoonnoommiiccaallllyy  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  

ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  aaddoopptt  ssppeecciiffiicc  ppoolliicciieess  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthheemm  aaccttiivvee  ppaarrtt  
ooff  tthhee  pprroodduuccttiivvee  pprroocceessss  aanndd  ddiirreecctt  tthheemm  ttoowwaarrddss  nnoonn--ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  
pprrooffeessssiioonnss..    



EEnnddnnootteess::

                                                

  

  
 

1YYoouusseeff  MMrreeiisshh  ““NNaattiioonnaall  PPrrooggrreessssiivvee  FFrroonntt  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  pplluurraalliittyy  iinn  SSyyrriiaa””  DDaarr  AAnn--
nnee’’eemmeehh,,  DDaammaassccuuss,,  ffiirrsstt  eeddiittiioonn,,  11999933  
2 The previous source 
3 The previous source 
4 A paper prepared by Dr. Najwa Kassab Hasan, Dr. Buthaina Sha’aban, Lamia’a Assi 
under the title of “The cultural and social determinants of the population problem” 
submitted to the National Conference for Population held in Damascus 10-12/11/2001 
5 An attitude of the national leader Sa’adallah Al-Jabri, quoted from an essay of the 
Syrian writer Adel Abu Shanab, published in Qasyoon Newspapers, issue 197 dated 
15/5/2003 
6 Zaeem (=leader) here is a military rank 
7 Published in the Official Gazette issue 21/145, P.163, dated 1949 
8 Article /39/ of 1953 Constitution 
9 Article /44/ of 1953 Constitution 
10 “educated” means the one who knows how to write and read; the Election Law 
stipulated the conditions of proving that 
11 The elections were made within the framework of a party created by the military 
government departments (Liberation Movement Party) as the authority party 
12 Published in the Official Gazette on 13/9/1962 
13 Their names: Wasimah Safarjalani, Souad Al-Abdullah, A’ishal Ad-dabbagh, Hayat 
Ad-dawalibi, Furat Tlemat, Shukriah Abdul Ghani, Nabila Al-Razzaz, Najah Sa’ati 
14 The added names: Adelah Baiham, Omayah Al-KHayer, Louris A’azar, Jacqueline 
Bittar 
15 Qasyoon Newspaper, issue /146/, January 1998 
16Al-Ba’ath Newspaper, issue /7/, March 2003  
17 The previous source 
18 The previous source 
19 The previous source 
20 Proceedings of the first session of the People’s Assembly’s first normal round of the 
8th Legislative Term 
21Up till 1986, the Syrian Communist Party was one party then it was split into two, they 
are distinguished by the names of their general secretaries  
22 An example of that, the candidate Dr. Georgette Attyia, well known personality, who 
has got more than 30,000 votes 
23 He became officially in charge on 17/7/2000, when he swore the oath before the 
previous People’s Assembly 
24Proceedings of the first session  
25 35 MPs proposed amending the Nationality Law according to the Syrian Women’s 
League 
26 The intervention that occurred at ratifying the amendment of the Workers Basic Law, 
especially Article /138/ that gave the government administration the right to dismiss a 
worker without giving any reasons depriving him from his right to take the case to the 
court 
27 The Assembly’s library has the proceedings of those two rounds only 
28 Mrs. Nebal Al-Moa’alem interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
29 Mrs. Ibtesam As-Smadi interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
30 Mrs. Dr. Mai Mahayni interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
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31 Mrs. Souad Bakkor interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
32 Mrs. Elizabeth Malki interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
33 Mrs. Sabah Hammodeh interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
34All 4 Syria e-bulletin 10/7/2004  
35 Arab Parliamentary Union’ website – news (Feb.2005f) 
36 Mr. Ismail Hajjo interposition in which he demanded a comprehensive legal reform, 
starting with repealing the exceptional judiciary to the Panal Law’s articles about using 
family planning tools (discussion of the Cabinet Statement) 
37Mr. Marwan Al-Bunni interposition (discussion of the Cabinet Statement)  
38 A question from Mr. Muhammad Akram Al-Jundi 
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	The People's Assembly in its current 8th term has a lot of tasks to perform as it is the first one elected after President Bashar Al-Assad came in power  following a declaration for Modernization & Development in a new political speech that had characterized the speech of taking oath.
	In a speech delivered in the first session, the first normal round of the 8th term President Bashar Al-Assad confirmed that “honest representation of people requires and obligates you to fulfill your responsibilities to meet this trust and what it requires in order to realize the citizens’ interests and follow up our homeland issues in general… not only the traditional Assembly’s tasks such as passing laws, monitoring executive organs, correcting mistakes and calling for account for failure…but raise them to the level of contribution to the development through innovative and creative ideas .


