
  Prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) among Women Aged 15-49

  Projections

  Opposition to FGM/C   Key Indicators

Population size, female age 15-49 (in thousands), 

2010
5,949

Prevalence of FGM/C among women 15-49 (%) 26

Prevalence of FGM/C among girls 15-19 (%) 24

Ethnic group with the highest prevalence in the 

country (%)
78
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World 
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Levels: currently, 26% of women aged 15-49 in Senegal have 

undergone some form of FGM/C 
 

Trends: prevalence of FGM/C has decreased by 9% between 2005 

and 2011; FGM/C is less common among girls 15-19 than women 45-49 

Inequalities: Human rights violations affect women and girls differently. 

Girls who are the least educated, poorest and living in rural areas, are at the 
greatest risk of FGM/C.  

About 79 percent of women believe FGM/C should be discontinued 
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Source:  DHS 2010-2011 unless indicated  l Prepared by Population and Development Branch, Technical Division, UNFPA 
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If present trends continue, 285,000 girls born between 2010-2015 will 
experience FGM/C by 2030 

SENEGAL 

To meet the target of reducing the FGM/C rate by half, more intensive 
interventions and resources are needed 



  FGM/C among Young Girls

  Age at FGM/C   Type of FGM/C and Performers of FGM/C

  Monitoring the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C

18 
22 

12 

21 

10 4 

43 
40 

34 

25 
20 

1 0 

31 

21 
16 

11 4 
0

10

20

30

40

50

Se
n

e
ga

l

R
u

ra
l

U
rb

an

N
o

ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

P
ri

m
ar

y

Se
co

n
d

ar
y/

h
ig

h
e

r

M
an

d
in

gu
e

P
o

u
la

r

D
io

la

O
th

er

So
n

in
ké

Se
re

r

W
o

lo
f

P
o

o
re

st
2

0%

Se
co

n
d

M
id

d
le

Fo
u

rt
h

R
ic

h
es

t
2

0%

18% aged 5-9 in Senegal have undergone some form of FGM/C, prevalence among girls of the Mandingue and Poular ethnic groups are extremely 

high - more than 40% 

More than  70% of the women who have undergone FGM/C were 

cut before age 5; the difference of age at FGM/C between women 

15-19 and women 45-49 indicates that more girls are likely to be 

cut at an earlier age 
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More than half of girls and women who have undergone FGM/C have had their 
genitalia cut, with some flesh removed 

FGM/C is essentially performed by traditional circumcisers (more than 90%)   
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Health facilities integrating FGM/C 

prevention in their antenatal and 

postnatal care 

Source:  DHS 2010-2011 unless indicated  l Prepared by Population and Development Branch, Technical Division, UNFPA 
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Indicator captures a certain point in time and not an eternal truth, as these young girls might be cut at a later stage in th eir lives 


