CONSTITUTION OF SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
1979 No. 916

SAINT VINCENT

The Saint Vincent Constitution Order 1979

Made: 26th July 1979
Coming into Operatior27th October 1979

At the Court of Saint James, the 26th day of JOIjAl
Present,
The Counsellors of State in Council

Whereas Her Majesty, in pursuance of the Regenty 2237 to 1953, was pleased,by
Letters Patent dated the 16th day of July 1978etegate to the six counsellors of State
therein named or any two or more of them full poased authority during the period of
Her Majesty's absence from the United Kingdom taswn and hold on Her Majesty's
behalf Her Privy Council and to signify thereat Hiéajesty's approval for anything for
which Her Majesty's approval in Council is required

And whereas the status of association of Sainté&fihwith the United Kingdom is to
terminate on 27th October 1979 and it is necedsagegtablish a new constitution for
Saint Vincent upon its attainment or fully respaesistatus within the Commonwealth
with the style of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:

And whereas the Associated State of Saint Vincast by a resolution passed in the
House of Assembly thereof on 9th February 197ested and consented to the making
of this Order for that purpose:

Now, therefore, Here Majesty Queen Elizabeth ThegpuMother and His Royal
Highness The Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, bainigorised thereto by the said
Letters Patent, and in pursuance of the powerso@d by section 5(4) of the West
Indies Act 19674) and all other powers enabling Her Majesty, deehgr by and with

the advice of Her Majesty's Privy Council, on Heajbbty's behalf order, and it is hereby
ordered, as follows:--

1.-

1. This Order may be cited as the Saint Vincent Ctutgin Order 1979.
2. This Order shall come into operation on 27th Octdl®y9.



2.- The Saint Vincent Constitution Order 1969(b) arel $aint Vincent
(Constitution) Act 1975(c), which made provisiom fbe constitution of the
Associated State of Saint Vincent are revoked.

3.- The Constitution set out in Schedule 1 to this ©sthall come into effect in
Saint Vincent at the commencement of this Ordejestibo the transitional
provisions set out in Schedule 2 to this Order.

N.E. Leigh,

Clerk of the Privy Council.

SCHEDULE 1 TO THE ORDER

THE CONSTITUTION OF SAINT VINCENT
AND THE GRENADINES

Arrangement of Sections

CHAPTER |
Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
Section

Fundamental rights and freedoms.

Protection of right to life.

Protection of right to personal liberty.

Protection from slavery and forced labor.

Protection from inhuman treatment.

Protection from deprivation of property.

Protection from arbitrary search or entry.

Provisions to secure protection of law

. Protection of freedom of conscience.

10. Protection of freedom of expression.

11. Protection of freedom of assembly and association.
12. Protection of freedom of movement.

13. Protection from discrimination on the grounds aferaetc.
14.Derogations from s. 3 or s. 13 under emergency powe
15. Protection of persons detained under emergency laws
16. Enforcement of protective provisions.

17.Declaration of emergency.

18. Interpretation and savings.

CoNoOkRwWNDE

CHAPTER I
The Governor-General



19. Establishment of office.
20.Acting Governor-General.
21.0Oaths.

22.Deputy to Governor-General.

CHAPTER Il Parliament

Part 1
Composition of Parliament

23.Establishment.

24. Composition of House of Assembly.
25.Qualifications for Representatives and Senators.
26.Disqualifications for Representatives and Senators.
27.Election of Representatives.

28. Appointment of Senator.

29.Tenure of office of Representative and Senator.
30. Speaker.

31.Deputy Speaker.

32.Constituency Boundaries Commission.

33. Constituencies.

34. Supervisor of Elections.

35. Clerk of House and his staff.

36.Determination of questions of membership.

Part 2
Legislation and procedure of Parliament

37.Power to make laws.

38. Alteration of Constitution and Supreme Court Order.
39. Oath by members.

40. Presiding.

41.Voting.

42.Penalty for sitting if unqualified.

43.Mode of exercise of legislative power.

44, Restrictions with regard to certain financial measu
45, Regulation of procedure in House.

46.Freedom of speech.

Part 3
Summoning, prorogation and dissolution

47.Sessions.
48.Prorogation and dissolution.
49. Election to House of Assembly.



CHAPTER IV
The Executive

50. Executive authority.

51. Minister of the Government.

52.Cabinet of Minister.

53. Allocation of portfolios to Ministers.

54. Performance of functions of Prime Minister duririgg@nce or illness.
55. Exercise of Governor-General's functions.
56.Governor-General to be informed concerning matiegovernment.
57.Parliamentary Secretaries.

58. Oaths to be taken by Ministers, etc.

59. Leader of the Opposition.

60. Permanent secretaries.

61. Secretary to the Cabinet.

62. Constitution of offices, etc.

63. Attorney-General.

64. Control of public prosecutions.

65. Prerogative of mercy.

66.Advisory Committee on Prerogative of Mercy.

67.Functions of Advisory Committee.

CHAPTER V
Finance

68. Consolidated Fund.

69. Withdrawals from Consolidated Fund or other puhlicds.

70. Authorization of expenditure for, Consolidated Fuoydappropriation law.
71.Authorization of expenditure in advance of apprafion.
72.Contingencies Fund.

73.Remuneration of certain officers.

74.Public debt.

75. Audit of public accounts, etc.

76.Public Accounts Committee.

CHAPTER VI
The Public Service

Part 1
The Public Service Commission

77.Public Service Commission.
78. Appointment, etc, of public officers.

Part 2
Appointments, etc., to particular offices.



79. Appointment, etc., of permanent secretaries anaiceother officers.
80. Attorney-General when a public officer.

81.Director of Public Prosecutions.

82.Director of Audit.

83. Appointment, etc.,of magistrates, registrars agdllefficers.

Part 3
The Police
84.Police Service Commission.
85. Police Force.
Part 4

The Public Service Board of Appeal

86.Public Service Board of Appeal.
87.Appeals in discipline cases.

Part 5
Pensions

88.Pensions laws and protection of pension right.
89.Power to withhold pensions, etc.

CHAPTER VII
Citizenship

90. Persons who become citizen on 27th October 1979.
91.Persons born in Saint Vincent on or after 27th ©etd. 979.
92.Persons born outside Saint Vincent on or after 2xttober 1979.
93. Registration.

94. Acquisition, deprivation and renunciation, Intefaten.

95. Interpretation.

CHAPTER VIII
Judicial Provisions

96. Original jurisdiction of High Court in constitutiahquestions.
97.Reference of constitutional questions to High Court

98. Appeals to Court of Appeal.

99. Appeals to Her Majesty in Council.

100. Interpretation.

CHAPTER IX
Miscellaneous



101.
102.
103.
104.
105.

Supreme law.

Functions of Governor-General.

Resignations.

Re-appointment and concurrent appointments.
Interpretation.

THE SCHEDULE

ALTERATION OF CONSTITUTION AND SUPREME COURT ORDER

Part 1
Provisions of Constitution referred to in sectid8(3)

Part 2
Provisions of Supreme Court Order referred to iotsa 38(3)

WHEREAS the Peoples of the Island of Saint Vincesitp are known as Vincentians-

a. have affirmed that the Nation is founded on thégb@h the supremacy of God
and the freedom and dignity of man;

b. desire that their society be so ordered as to expheir recognition of the
principles of democracy, free institutions, soqustice and equality before the

law;

c. realize that the maintenance of human dignity gypeses safeguarding the rights
of privacy of family life, of property and the fesing of the pursuit of just
economic rewards for labor;

d. desire that their Constitution should enshrineatheve mentioned freedoms,
principles and ideals;

AND WHEREAS Saint Vincent (which comprises the ibited islands of Saint Vincent,
Bequia, Union Island, Canouan, Mustique, Mayreatité® Saint Vincent, Prune Islands
and all other inhabited or uninhabited islandgtssicays or lands lying between latitudes
12 31'50"N and 13 23'30"N and longitudes 61 0V\8a@nd 61 28'00"W) is henceforth to
be styled Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:-

CHAPTER 1

PROTECTION OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

Fundamental rights and freedoms

1. Where every person in Saint Vincent is entitlethesfundamental rights and
freedoms, that is to say, the right, whatever &cey place of origin, political opinions,



color, creed or sex, but subject to respect foritjies and freedoms of others and for the
public interest, to each and all of the followimgmely-

a. life, liberty, security of the person and thetpction of the law;
b. freedom of conscience, of expressions and @nalsly and association: and

c. protection for the privacy of his home and othi@aperty and from deprivation of
property without compensation,

the provisions of this Chapter shall have effectifi@ purpose of affording protection to
those rights and freedoms subject to such limiataf that protection as are contained in
those provisions, being limitations designed tauemshat the enjoyment of the said

rights and freedoms by any person does not pregutie rights and freedoms of other or
the public interest.

Protection of right to life.

2.(1) No person shall be deprived of his life intentlly save in execution of the
sentence of a court in respect of a criminal offeemeder any law of which he has been
convicted.

(2) A person shall not be regarded as having bepnwkd of his life in contravention of
this section if he dies as the result of the usspth extent and in such circumstances as
are permitted by law, of such force as is reasgnaistifiable-

a. for the defence of any person from violenceootlie defence of property;

b. in order to effect a lawful arrest or to previrg escape of a person lawfully detained;
c. for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insurwaabr mutiny; or

d. in order to prevent the commission by that peisfoa criminal offence,

or if he dies as the result of a lawful act of war.

Protection of right to personal liberty.

3.(1) No person shall be deprived of his personartypsave as may be authorized by
law in any of the following cases, that is to say:-

a. in execution of the sentence or order of a cethrether established for Saint Vincent
or some other country, in respect of a criminaéoéle of which he has been convicted;



b. in execution of the order of the High Courtloe Court of Appeal punishing him for
contempt of that court or of another court or tnal

c. in execution of the order of a court made tasethe fulfilment of any obligation
imposed on him by law,

d. for the purpose of bringing him before a conréxecution of the order of a court;

e. upon reasonable suspicion of his having comdyitiebeing about to commit, a
criminal offence under any law.

f. under the order of a court or with the consdritie parent or guardian, for his
education or welfare during any period ending atgr than the date when he attains the
age of eighteen years;

g. for the purpose of preventing the spread ohé&ectious or contagious disease;

h. in the case of a person who is, or is reasormldpected to be of unsound mind,
addicted to drugs or alcohol, or vagrant, for theppse of his care or treatment of the
protection of the community;

i. for the purpose of preventing the unlawful erdafyhat person into Saint Vincent, or
for the purpose of effecting the expulsion, extiadior other lawful removal of that
person from Saint Vincent or for the purpose ofrreting that person while he is being
conveyed through Saint Vincent in the course okhisadition or removal as a convicted
prisoner from one country to another; or

J. to such extent as may be necessary in the erecoft a lawful order requiring that
person to remain within a specified area withim&¥incent, or prohibiting him from
being within such an area, or to such extent asheagasonably justifiable for the
taking of proceedings against that person withesvsto the making of any such order or
relating to such an order after it has been mad® such extent as may be reasonably
justifiable for restraining that person during asmsit that he is permitted to make to any
part of Saint Vincent in which, in consequencerof auch order, his presence would
otherwise be unlawful.

(2) Any person who is arrested or detained shdah wvaasonable promptitude and in any
case no later than twenty-four hours after sucksaor detention be informed in a
language that he understands of the reasons farrgist of detention and be afforded
reasonable facilities for private communication andsultation with a legal practitioner
of his own choice and, in the case of a minor, \mithparents or guardian.

(3) Any person who is arrested or detained-

a. for the purpose of bringing him before a conmexecution of the order of a court; or



b. upon reasonable suspicion of his having comdjitie being about to commit, a
criminal offence under any law.

and who is not released, shall be brought withodiue delay before a court.

(4) Where any person is brought before a courkectetion of the order of a court in any
proceedings or upon suspicion of his having coneitir being about to commit an
offence, he shall not be thereafter further heldustody in connection with those
proceedings or that offence save upon the ordarcoiurt.

(5) If any person arrested or detained as mentiomedbsection (3)b. of this section is
not tried within a reasonable time, without pregedio any further proceedings that may
be brought against him, he shall be released aithesnditionally or upon reasonable
conditions, including in particular such conditicasare reasonably necessary to ensure
that he appears at a later date for trial or focpedings preliminary to trial.

(6) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or de¢aiby any other person shall be
entitled to compensation therefore from that offegson or from any other person or
authority on whose behalf that other person wasgct

Provided that a judge, a magistrate or a justidh@peace or an officer of a court or a
police officer acting in pursuance of the ordeagfidge, a magistrate or a justice of the
peace shall not be under any personal liabilifyap compensation under this subsection
in consequence of any act performed by him in dadH in the discharge of the
functions of his office and any liability to payyasuch compensation in consequence of
any such act shall be a liability of the Crown.

(7) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a) of thitisn a person charged before a court
with a criminal offence in respect of whom a speeadict has been returned that he
was guilty of the act or omission charged but weasime when he did the act or made the
omission or that he is not guilty by reason of mgashall be regarded as a person who

has been convicted of a criminal offence and therdon of that person in consequence
of such a verdict shall be regarded as detenti@x@tution of the order of a court.

Protection from slavery and forced labor.

4. (1) No person shall be held in slavery or sengtud

(2) No person shall be required to perform forceabt.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the expres$arced labor" does not include _

a. any labor required in consequence of the seatenorder or a court;



b. labor required of any person while he is lawfualétained that, though not required in
consequence of the sentence or order of a coudasonably necessary in the interests of
hygiene or for the maintenance of the place at whieis detained;

c. any labor required of a member of a disciplif@de in pursuance of his duties as such
or, in the case of a person who has conscientibjestions to service as a member of a
naval, military or air force, any labor that perssmequired by law to perform in place of
such service;

d. any labor required during any period of pubheeegency or in the event of any other
emergency or calamity that threatens the life aali-eing of the community, to the
extent that the requiring of such labor is reastnpistifiable in the circumstances of any
situation arising or existing during that periodasra result of that other emergency or
calamity, for the purpose of dealing with that attan.

Protection from inhuman treatment

5. No person shall be subjected to torture or to mmé or degrading punishment or other
treatment.

Protection from deprivation or property

6. (1) No property of any description shall be conspuly taken possession of, and no
interest in or right over property of any descoptshall be compulsorily acquired, except
for a public purpose and except where provisianasle by a law applicable to that
taking of possession or acquisition for the paymerthin a reasonable time, of adequate
compensation.

(2) Every person having an interest in or rightrqueperty that is compulsorily taken
possession of or whose interest in or right over@operty is compulsorily acquired
shall have a right of direct access to the HighrCfau-

a. determining the nature and extent of that isteveright;

b. determining whether that taking of possessiomcquisition was duly carried out in
accordance with a law authorizing the taking ofsgssion or acquisition;

c. determining what compensation he is entitledrtder the law applicable to that taking
of possession or acquisition;

d. obtaining that compensation:



Provided that if Parliament so provides in relatiorny matter referred to in paragraph
(a) or (c) of this subsection the right of accdsalde by way of appeal (exercisable as of
right at the instance of the person having the@stiein or right over the property) from a
tribunal or authority, other than the High Courying jurisdiction under any law to
determine that matter.

(3) The Chief Justice may make rules with respethé practice and procedure of the
High Court or, subject to such provision as mayehlaen made in that behalf by
Parliament, with respect to the practice and proedf any other tribunal or authority in
relation to the jurisdiction conferred on the Hi@burt by subsection (2) of this section
or exercisable by the other tribunal or authoritlythe purposes of that subsection
(including rules with respect to the time withinialn applications or appeals to the High
Court or applications to the other tribunal or @ity may be brought).

(4) No person who is entitled to compensation umiisrsection shall be prevented from
remitting, within a reasonable time after he hagireed any amount of that
compensation in the form of a sum of money orhascase may be, has received any
such amount in some other form and has convertgdmiat amount into a sum of
money, the whole of that sum of money(free from degluction; charge or tax made of
levied in respect of its remission) to any coumfyis choice outside Saint Vincent.

(5) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of subsectidhof this section to the extent that the
law in question authorizes-

a. the attachment, by order of a court, of any arhoticompensation to which a person
is entitled in satisfaction of the judgment of aidar pending the determination of civil
proceedings to which he is a party;

b. the imposition of reasonable restrictions onrttaaner in which any sum of money is
to be remitted; or

c. the imposition of reasonable restrictions inrdgm@ission of nay sum of money in order
to prevent or regulate the transfer to a counttgide Saint Vincent of capital raised in
Saint Vincent, or in some other country or deriftesn the natural resources of Saint
Vincent.

(6) nothing contained in or done under the autiiaitany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of subsecifbyof this section-

a. to the extent that the law in question makesipian for the taking of possession or
acquisition of any property, interest or right-

i) in satisfaction of any tax, rate or due;



i) by way of penalty for breach of any law or feitlire in consequence of breach of any
law;

iii) as an incident of a lease, tenacy, mortgagegé, bill of sale, pledge or contract;

iv) in the execution of judgments or orders of artan proceedings for the
determinations of civil rights or obligations;

V) in circumstances where it is reasonably necgsgato do because the property is in a
dangerous state or likely to be injurious to thaltieof human beings, animal or plants;

vi) in consequence of any law with respect to thettion of actions; or,

vii) for so long only as may be necessary for thgpses of any examination,
investigation. trial or inquiry or, in the caseland, for the purposes of the carrying out
thereon of work of soil conservation or the congration of other natural resources or
work relating to agricultural development or impeovent (being work relating to such
development or improvement that the owner or oeugpi the land has been required,
and has without reasonable excuse refused or fadezhrry out),

and except so far as that provision or, as the mwegebe, the thing done under the
authority thereof is shown not to be reasonabliifjable in a democratic society; or

b. to the extent that the law in question makesipron for the taking of possession or
acquisition of any or the following property (inding an interest in or right over
property), that is to say-

i) enemy property;

i) property of a deceased person,a person of urtsmind or a person who has not
attained the age of eighteen years, for the purpbds administration for the benefit of
the persons entitled to the beneficial interesteime

iii) property of a person adjudged bankrupt or dyboorporate in liquidation, for the
purpose of its administration for the benefit af tireditors of the bankrupt or body
corporate and, subject thereto, for the beneftitbér persons entitled to the beneficial
interest in the property; or

iv) property subject to a trust, for the purpose@sdting the property in persons appointed
as trustees under the instrument creating the drusy a court or, by order of a court, for
the purpose of giving effect to the trust.

(7) Nothing contained in or done under the authaftany law enacted by Parliament
shall be held to be inconsistent with or in congration of this section to the extent that
the law in question makes provision for the compuyldaking of possession of any
property, or the compulsory acquisition of any iag in or right over property, where



that property, interest or right is held by a badyporate established by law for public
purposes in which no monies have been invested tithe monies provides by
Parliament.

(8) In this section-

"property” means any land or other thing capabliesifig owned or held in possession
and includes any right relating thereto, whethetarra contract, trust or law or otherwise
and whether present or future, absolute or contitjo

"acquisition" in relation to an interest in or righver property, means transferring that
interest or right to another person or extinguighon curtailing that interest or right.

Protection from arbitrary search or entry

7.(1) Except with his own consent, a person shalb@osubjected to the search of his
person or his property or the entry by others arphémises.

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of this sentto the extent that the law in question
makes provision-

a. that is reasonably requires in the interestieténce, public safety, public order, public
morality, public health, town and country plannthg,development and utilization of
mineral resources or the development or utilizatibany property for a purpose
beneficial to the community;

b. that is reasonably required for the purposerotfgating the rights or freedoms of other
persons;

c. that authorizes an officer or agent of the Gowent, a local government authority or
a body corporate established by law for public psgs to enter on the premises of any
person in order to inspect those premises or amytiereon for the purpose of any tax,
rate or due or in order to carry out work conneet@tt any property that is lawfully on
those premises and that belongs to the Governmeattbat authority or body corporate,
as the case may be; or

d. that authorizes, for the purpose of enforcirggjtldgment or order of a court i any civil
proceedings, the search or any person or propgrtyder of a court or entry upon any
premises by such order,

and except so far as that provision or, as the wegebe, anything done under the
authority thereof is shown not to be reasonablifiable in a democratic society.



Provisions to secure protection of law

8.(2) If any person is charged with a criminal offenthen, unless the charge is
withdrawn, the case shall be afforded a fair hgawithin a reasonable time by an
independent and impartial court established by law.

(2) Every person who is charged with a criminakatfe-
a. shall be presumed to be innocent until he isgd®r has pleaded guilty;

b. shall be informed as soon as reasonably préadticen a language that he understands
and in detail, of the nature of the offence charged

c. shall be given adequate time and facilitiegHerpreparation of his defence;

d. shall be permitted to defend himself beforedbwrt in person or, at his own expense,
by a legal practitioner of his own choice;

e. shall be afforded facilities to examine in pearso by his legal representative the
witnesses called by the prosecution before thetcand to obtain the attendance and
carry out the examination of withesses to testifyhas behalf before the court on the
same conditions as those applying to withessescchl the prosecution; and

f. shall be permitted to have without payment tbgistance of an interpreter if he cannot
understand the language used at the trial.

and except with his own consent the trial shalltaké place in his absence unless he so
conducts himself as to tender the continuanceeptbceedings in his presence
impracticable and the court has ordered him tceb®red and the trial to proceed in his
absence;

Provided that the trial may take place in his absen any case in which or is so
provided by a law under which he is entitled toqadge notice of the charge and the
date, time and place of the trial and to a reader@tportunity of appearing before the
court.

(3) When a person is tried for any criminal offenite accused person or any person
authorized by him in that behalf shall, if he squiees and subject to payment of such
reasonable fee as may be prescribed by law, ba gitain a reasonable time after
judgment a coup for the use of the accused persanyorecord of the proceedings made
by or on behalf of the court.

(4) A person shall not be held to be guilty of engnal offence on account of any act or
omission that did not, at the time it took placanstitute such an offence, and no penalty



shall be imposed for any criminal offence thatdgeser in severer in degree or
description than the maximum penalty that mightehlbgen imposed for that offence at
the time when is was committed.

(5) A person who shows that he has been trieddnyrgetent court for a criminal
offence and either convicted of acquitted shallagsin fe tried for that offence of which
he could have been convicted at the trial for dfgnce, save upon the order of a
superior court in the course of appeal or revieacpedings relating to the conviction or
acquittal.

(6) A person shall not be tried for a criminal ofte if he shows that he has been
pardoned for that offence.

(7) A person who is tried for a criminal offenceaimot be compelled to give evidence
at the trial;

provided that nothing in this subsection shall prévhe prosecution or the court from
commenting on his failure to give evidence on his dehalf or prevent the court from
drawing inferences from any such failure.

(8) Any court or other authority prescribed by lbwthe determination of the existence
or extent of any civil right or obligation shall kstablished by law and shall be
independent and impartial; and where proceedingsuch a determination are instituted
by any person before such a curt or other authdhtycase shall be given a fair hearing
eithin a reasonable time.

(9) Where the existence or extent of any civil tighobligation has been determined in
proceedings in any court or before any other aitthany party to those proceedings
shall, if he so requires as subject to paymentiofiseasonable fee as may be prescribed
by law, be entitled to obtain within a reasonabteetafter the judgment or other
determination a copy of any record of the procegslimade by or on behalf of the court
or other authority.

(10) Except with the agreement of all the partieséto,all proceedings of every court
and proceedings for the determination of the emtsteor extent of any civil right or
obligation before any other authority, including tinnouncement of the decision of the
court or other authority, shall be held in public.

(11) Nothing is subsection (10) of this sectionlispigevent the court or other

adjudicating authority from excluding from the peedings persons other than the parties
thereto and the legal practitioners representiegitto such extent as the court or other
authority-

a. may by law be empowered to do and may conselzgsary or expedient in
circumstances where publicity would prejudice thteriests of justice or interlocutory
proceedings or in the interests of public mordlity,welfare of persons under the age of



eighteen years or the protection of the privatediof persons concerned in the
proceedings; or

b. may by law be empowered or required to do inrterests of defence, public safety or
public order.

(12) Nothing contained in or done under the auth@f any law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of-

a. subsection (2)(a.) of this section to the extiesit the law in question imposes upon
any person charged with a criminal offence the enraf proving particular facts;

b. subsection (2)(e.) of this section to the exteat the law in question imposes
reasonable conditions that must be satisfied megses called to testify on behalf of an
accused person are to be paid their expenses pubb€ funds; or

c. subsection (5) of this sector to the extent tiratiaw in question authorizes a court to
try a member of a disciplined force for a criminéfience notwithstanding any trial and
conviction or acquittal of that member under thecgtlinary law of that force, so
however, that any court so try in such a membercangicting him shall in sentencing
him to any punishment take into account any punesttrawarded him under that
disciplinary law.

(13) In the case of any person who is held in ldwé&iention the provisions of
subsection(1) paragraph (d) and (e) of subsecBpar(d subsection (3) of this section
shall not apply in relation to his trial for a cimal offence under the law regulating the
discipline of persons held in such detention.

(14) In this section "criminal offence" means argrial offence under a law.

Protection of freedom of conscience

9. (1) Except with his own consent, a person shalleohindered in the enjoyment of his
freedom of conscience, including freedom of thowagid of religion, freedom to change
his religion or belief and freedom, either alonéerocommunity with others, and both in
public and in private, to manifest and propagaseréligion or belief in worship,
teaching, practice and observance.

(2) Except with his own consent (or, if he is agoer under the age of eighteen years, the
consent of his guardian) a person attending aroeptheducation, detained in any prison
or corrective institution or serving in a navallitary or air force shall not be required to
received religions instructions or to taken parmirattend any religious ceremony or
observance if that instruction ceremony or obsergaelates to a religion that is not his
own.



(3) Every religious community shall be entitledjtatown expense, to establish and
maintain places of education and to manage angm#aeducation which it maintains; as
no such community shall be prevented from providelgious instruction for persons of
that community whether or not it is in receipt aj@ernment subsidy or other form of
financial assistance designed to meet in whol@a part the cost of such course of
education.

(4) A person shall not be compelled to take an @dtich is contrary to his religion or
belief or to take any oath in a manner that is @gtto his religion or belief.

(5) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of this sentto the extent that the law in question
makes provision which is reasonably required-

a. in the interests of defence, public safety, joulnider, public morality or public health;

b. for the purpose of protecting the rights anedi@ms of other persons including the
right to observe and practice any religion withth& unsolicited intervention or members
of any other religion; or

c. for the purpose of regulating educational instins in the interests of the persons who
receive instruction in them,

and except so far as that provision or, as the wegebe, the thing done under the
authority thereof is shown not to be reasonablifjable in a democratic society.

(6) References is this section to a religion shaltonstrued as including references to a
religious denomination, and cognate expressionk Isd@onstrued accordingly.

Protection freedom of expression

10. (1) Except with his own consent, a person shallohindered in the enjoyment of
his freedom of expression, including freedom tadhapinions without interference,
freedom to receive ideas and information withoteriference, freedom to communicate
ideas and information without interference (whetiercommunication be to the public
generally or to any person or class of persondr@ediom from interference with his
correspondence.

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of this sentto the extent that the law in question
makes provision-

a. that is reasonably required in the interestéeéénce, public safety, public order,
public morality or public health;



b. that is reasonably required for the purposerofeating the reputations, tights and
freedoms of other persons or the private livesas§pns concerned in legal proceedings,
preventing the disclosure of information receivie@onfidence, maintaining the
authority and independence of the courts or regugdhe technical administration or the
technical operation of telephony, telegraphy, posieless broadcasting or television; or

c. that imposes restrictions upon public officérat tare reasonably required for the
performance of their functions,

and except so far as that provision or, as the wagebe, the things done under the
authority thereof is shown not to be reasonablifiable in a democratic society.

Protection of freedom of assembly and association

11.(1) Except with his own consent, a person shalleohindered in the enjoyment of
his freedom of assembly and association, that $ayo his right to assemble freely and
associate with other persons and in particulaotmfor belong to trade unions or other
associations for the protection of his interests.

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of this sentto the extent that the law in question
makes provision-

a. that is reasonably required in the interestie@éénce, public safety, public order,
public morality or public health;

b. that is reasonably required for the purposerotfgating the rights or freedoms of other
persons; or

c. that imposes restrictions upon public officérattare reasonably required for the
proper performance of their functions,

and except so far as that provisions or, as the g be, the thing done under the
authority thereof is shown not to be reasonabliifjable in a democratic society.

Protection of freedom of movement.

12.(1) A person shall not be deprived of his freeddrmovement that is to say, the right
to more freely through Saint Vincent, the rightéside in any part of Saint Vincent, the
right to enter Saint Vincent, the right to leavenB&incent and immunity from

expulsion from Saint Vincent.



(2) Any restriction on a person's freedom of moveftieat is involved in his lawful
detention shall not be held to be inconsistent witin contravention of this section.

(3) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of this sentto the extent that the law in question
makes provision-

a. for the imposition of restrictions on the movetner residence within Saint Vincent of
any person or on any person's right to leave Santent that are reasonably required in
the interests of defence, public safety or publdeo;

b. for the imposition of restrictions on the moverner residence within Saint Vincent or
on the right to leave Saint Vincent of persons gaheor any class of persons in the
interests of defence, public safety, public orgeilic morality or public health or, in
respect of the right to leave Saint Vincent, ofusgg compliance with any international
obligation of the Government particulars of whicve been laid before the House and
except so far as that provision or, as the casebmeathe thing done under the authority
thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable democratic society;

c. for the imposition of restrictions, by orderaotourt, on the movement or residence
within Saint Vincent of any person or on any pelsoight to leave Saint Vincent either
in consequence of his having been found guilty ofiminal offence under a law or for
the purpose of enduring that the appears befoorid at a later date for trial of such a
criminal offence or for proceedings preliminarytii@al or for proceedings relatings to his
extradition or lawful removal from Saint Vincent;

d. for the imposition of restrictions on the freedof movement of any person who is not
a citizen;

e. for the imposition of restrictions on the acgigs or use by any person of land or
other property in Saint Vincent;

f. for the imposition of restrictions upon the mowent or residence within Saint Vincent
or on the right to leave Saint Vincent of any paldificer that are reasonably required
for the proper performance of his functions;

g. for the removal of a person from Saint Vincenbé tried or punished in some other
country for a criminal offence under the law ofttb&her country or to undergo
imprisonment in some other country in executiothefsentence of a court in respect of a
criminal offence under a law of which he has beamvicted; or

h. for the imposition of restrictions on the rigtitany person to leave Saint Vincent that
are reasonably required in order to secure thdlfioéint of any obligations imposed on
that person by law and except so far as that pmvisr, as the case may be, the thing
done under the authority thereof is shown not toglasonably justifiable in a democratic
society.



(4) If any person whose freedom of movement has bestricted by virtue of such a
provision as is referred to in subsection (3)(athaf section so requests at any time
during the period of that restriction not earliean three months after the order was made
or three months after he last made such a recage#ite case may be, his case shall be
reviewed by an independent and impartial tribumesjpled over by a person appointed

by the Chief Justice from among persons who ar& le@ctitioners.

(5) On any review by a tribunal in pursuance ofsadtion (4) of this section of the case
of any person whose freedom of movement has begncted, the tribunal may make
recommendations concerning the necessity or expegiaf the continuation of that
restriction to the authority by whom it was ordeeed, unless it is otherwise provided by
law, that authority shall be obliged to act in ademce with any such recommendations.

Protection from discrimination on the grounds of rece, etc.

13.(1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (3)affd (7) of this section, no law shall
make any provision that is discriminatory eithertsélf or in its effect.

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsections (§)afrd (8) of this section, no persons
shall be treated in a discriminatory manner by pengons acting by virtue of any written
law or in the performance of the functions of amplpc office or any public authority.

(3) In this section, the expression "discriminataneans affording different treatment to
different persons attributable wholly or mainlytheir respective descriptions by sex,
race, place of origin, political opinions,coloraeed whereby persons of one such
description are subjected to disabilities or restins to which persons of another such
descriptions are not made subject or are recordeieges of advantages which are not
accorded to persons of another such description.

(4) Subsection (1) of this section shall not agplgny law do far as that law makes
provision-

a. for the appropriation of public revenues or otgblic funds;
b. with respect to persons who are not citizens;

c. for the application, in the case of personsngfsuch description as is mentioned in
subsection (3) of this section (or of persons cotetewith such persons), of the law with
respect to adoption, marriage, divorce, burial odligvon of property on death or other
like matters that is the personal law of personhaf description;

d. whereby persons of any such description as rgioreed in subsection (3) of this
section may be subjected to any disability or retébn or may be accorded any privilege
or advantage that, having regard to its naturet@aisgpecial circumstances pertaining to



those persons or to persons of any other suchiggsar is reasonably justifiable in a
democratic society.

(5) Nothing contained in any law shall be held édficonsistent with or in contravention
of subsection (1) of this section to the extent thanakes provision with respect to
standards or qualifications (not being standardsguatifications specifically relating to
sex, race, place or origin, political opinions,aabr creed) to be required of any person
who is appointed to or to act in any office or eayphent.

(6) Subsection (2) of this section shall not agplgnything which is expressly or by
necessary implication authorized to be done bysaa provision of law as is referred to
in subsection (4) or subsection (5) of this section

(7) Nothing contained in or done under the autlarftany law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of this sentto the extent that the law in question
makes provision whereby persons of any such degsrips is mentioned in subsection
(3) of this section may be subjected to any regtncon the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by sections 7,9,10,11 add 12 if thiss@akion, being such a restriction as is
authorized by section 7(2), section 9(5)m secti@df2)in section 11(2) or paragraph (a),
(b) or (h) of section 12(3), as the case may be,.

(8) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section sladiect any discretion relating to the
institution, conduct or discontinuance of civilaiminal proceedings in any court that is
vested in any person by or under this Constitubioany other law.

Derogations from s. 3 or s. 13 under emergency povee

14.Nothing contained in or done under the authoritg tdw enacted by Parliament shall
be held to be inconsistent with or in contraventidsection 3 or section 13 of this
Constitution to the extent that the law authorittesstaking during any period of public
emergency of measures that are reasonably juséifiabdealing with the situation that
exists in Saint Vincent during that period.

Protection of persons detained under emergency laws

15.(1) When a person is detained by virtue of any daehas is referred to in section 14
of this Constitution the following provisions shafpply, that is to say:-

a. he shall, with reasonable promptitude and incasg not more than seven days after
the commencement of his detention, be informedlanguage that he understands and in
detail of the grounds upon which he is detainedfandshed with a written statement in
English specifying those grounds in detail;



b. not more that fourteen days after the commennoeofehis detention, a notification
shall be published in the Official Gazette statinat he has been detained and giving
particulars of the provision of law under which Hetention is authorized;

c. not more than one month after the commencenfdns aetention and thereafter
during his detention at intervals of not more tesanmonth, his case shall be review by
an independent and impartial tribunal establishethly and presided over by a person
appointed by the Chief Justice from among persdrs ave legal practitioners;

d. he shall be afforded reasonable facilities forgte communication and consultation
with a legal practitioner of his own choice who ltba permitted to make representations
to the tribunal appointed for the review of theecathe detained person; and

e. at the hearing of his case by the tribunal agpdifor the review of his case he shall be
permitted to appear in person or to be represdntediegal practitioner of his own
choice.

(2) On any review by a tribunal in pursuance of gection of the case of a detained
person, the tribunal may make recommendations coimgethe necessity of expediency
of continuing his detention to the authority by ehnit was ordered but, unless it is
otherwise provided by law, that authority shall hetobliged to act in accordance with
sly such recommendations.

(3) Nothing contained in subsection (1)d. or subsad1)e. of this section shall be
construed as entitling a person to legal repretientat public expense.

Enforcement of protective provisions.

16.(1) If any person allege that any of the provisiohsections 2 to 15 inclusive of this
Constitution has been, is being or is likely tocbatravened in relation to him (or, in the
case of a person who is detained, if any othergpeatieges such a contravention in
relation to the detained person), then, withoujyaliee to any other actin with respect to
the same matter that is lawfully available, thatspa (or that other person) may apply to
the High Court for redress.

(2) The High Court shall have original jurisdiction

a. to hear and determine any application made pyarson in pursuance of subsection
(2) of this section, and

b. to determine any question arising in the casngfperson which is referred to it in
pursuance of subsection (3) of this section,



and may make such declarations and orders, isshevgits and give such directions as
it may consider appropriate for the purpose of erifig) or securing the enforcement of
any of the provisions of sections 2 to 15 (inclegigf this Constitution:

Provided that the High Court may decline to exerdis powers under this subsection if it
is satisfied that adequate means of redress fadhigavention alleged are or have been
available to the person concerned under any o#ver |

(3) If in any proceeding in any court (other thaa Court of Appeal or the High Court or
a court-martial) any question arises as to theragantion of any of the provisions of
sections 2 to 15 (inclusive) of this Constitutitime person presiding in that court may,
and shall if any party to the proceedings so refgueter the question to the High Court
unless, in his opinion, the raising of the quesisomerely frivolous or vexatious.

(4) Where any question is referred to the High €oupursuance of subsection (3) of
this section, the High Court shall gibe its deaisigpon the question and the court in
which the question arose shall dispose of the iceaecordance with that decision or, if
that decision is the subject of an appeal to therGaf Appeal or to Her Majesty in
Council, in accordance with the decision of the €ofiAppeal or,as the case may be, of
Her Majesty in Council.

(5) The High Court shall have such powers in additb those conferred by this section
as may be conferred upon it by Parliament for thpase of enabling or more effectively
to exercise the jurisdiction conferred upon it big tsection.

(6) The Chief Justice may make rules with respetié practice and procedure of the
High Court in relation to the jurisdiction and paveenferred on it by or under this
section (including rules with respect to the timém which applications may be
brought and references shall be made to the HightCo

Declaration of emergency

17.(1) The Governor General may, by proclamation wisichll be published in the
Official Gazette, declare that a state of emergemxtst for the purposes of this Chapter.

(2) A proclamation under this section shall noeHective unless it contains a
declaration that the Governor-General is satisfied-

a. that a public emergency has arisen as a resthietimminence of a state of war
between Saint Vincent and a foreign state;

b. that a public emergency has arisen as a refstiiemccurrence of any volcanic
eruption, earthquake,hurricane, flood,fire, outkrebpestilence or of infectious disease,
or other calamity whether similar to the foregoorgiot; or



c. that action has been taken, or is immediatebatiened by any person, of such a nature
and on so extensive a scale, as to be likely tamger the public safety or to deprive the
community or any substantial portion of the comntyiof supplies or services essential

to life.

(3) Every declaration of emergency shall lapse-

a. in the case of a declaration made when the Heusting, at the expiration of a period
of seven days beginning with the date of publicabbthe declaration; and

b. in any other case, at the expiration of a peoiodventy-one days beginning with the
date of publications of the declarations, unle$mg in the meantime been approved by
resolution of the House.

(4) A declaration of emergency may at any timeedx®ked by the Governor-General by
proclamation which shall be published in the Offictazette.

(5) A declaration of emergency that has been amgattoy resolution of the House in
pursuance of subsection (2) of this section skabject to the provisions of subsections
(3) of this section, remain in force so long asrdmolution remains in force and no
longer.

(6) a resolution of the House passed for the p@posthis section shall remain in force
for twelve months or such shorter period as magdeeified therein;

Provided that any such resolution may be extended fime to time by a further such
resolution, each extension not exceeding twelvethsofiom the date of the resolution
effecting the extension; and any such resolutioy bearevoked at any time by a further
resolution.

(7) A resolution of the House for the purpose disaction(2) of this section and a
resolution of the House extending any such resmiighall not be passed in the House
unless it is supported by the votes of two-thirtlalbthe Representatives; and a
resolution revoking any such resolution shall r@sb passed unless it is supported by
the votes of a majority of all the Representatives.

(8) Any provision of this section that a declaratmf emergency shall lapse or cease to

be in force at any particular time is without paége to the making of a further such
declaration whether before or after that time.

Interpretation and saving.

18.(1) In this Chapter, unless the context otherwespiires-



"contravention”, in relation to any requirementludes a failure to comply with that
requirement, and cognate expressions shall bercedsaccordingly;

"court” means any court of law having jurisdictionSaint Vincent other than a court
established by a disciplinary law, and includes Majesty in Council and in sections 2
and 4 of this Constitution a court established losaiplinary law;

"disciplinary law" means a law refutating the dmtie of any disciplined force;
"discipline force" means-

a. a naval, military or air force;

b. the Police Force; or

C. a prison service;

"legal practitioner" means a person entitled tonber to enter Saint Vincent and entitled
to practice as a barrister in Saint Vincent or ex@e relation to proceedings before a
court in which a solicitor has no right of audienestitled to practice as a solicitor in

Saint Vincent;

"member”, in relation to a disciplined force, ind&s any person who, under the law
regulating the discipline of that force, is subjecthat discipline.

(2) In this Chapter "period of public emergency"amg any period during which-

a. Her Majesty is at war; or

b. a declaration of emergency is in force undeti@ed 7 of this Constitution.

(3) In relation to any person who is a member disaiplined force of Saint Vincent,
nothing contained in or done under the authoritthefdisciplinary law of that force shall
be held to be inconsistent with or in contraventibany of the provisions of this Chapter
other than sections 2, 4 and 5 of this Constitution

(4) In relation to any person who is a member disaiplined force of a country other
than Saint Vincent that is lawfully present in $afimcent, nothing contained in or done

under the authority of the disciplinary law of tiatce shall be held to be inconsistent
with or in contravention of any of the provisiorfstius Chapter.

CHAPTER I

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL



Establishment of office.

19.There shall be a Governor-General of Saint Vinedrt shall be appointed by Her
Majesty and shall hold office during Her Majestyfeasure and who shall be Her
Majesty's representative ins Saint Vincent.

Acting Governor-General.

20. (1) During any period when the office of Gow@rteneral is vacant or the holder of
the office of Governor_General is absent from S¥lintent or is for any other reason
unable to perform the functions of his office thésections shall be performed by such
person as Her Majesty may appoint.

(2) Any such person as aforesaid shall not contioyeerform the functions of the office
of Government-General if the holder of the offi¢eGmvernor-General or some other
person having a prior right to perform the functi@i that office has notified him that he
is about to assume or resume those functions.

(3) The holder of the office of Governor-Generalshot, for the purposes of this
section, be regarded as absent from Saint Vingesis anable to perform the functions of
his office-

a. by reason that he is in passage from one p&aiot Vincent to another; or

b. at any time when there is a subsisting appointraka deputy under section 22 of this
Constitution.

Oaths.
21. A person appointed to hold the office of Govern@néral shall, before entering

upon the duties of that office, take and subsdtieeoath of allegiance and the oath of
office.

Deputy to Governor-General.
22.(1) Whenever the Governor-General-

a. has occasion to be absent from the seat of gmes1t but not from Saint Vincent;



b. has occasion to be absent from Saint Vincerd fegriod that he considers, acting in
his own deliberate judgment, will be of short dimaf or

c. is suffering from an illness that he considacting in his own deliberate judgment,
will be of short duration.

he may, acting in accordance with the advice oRthme Minister, appoint any person in
Saint Vincent to be his deputy during such of thections of the office of Governor-
General as may be specified in the instrument hghwhe is appointed.

(2) The power and authority of the Governor-Gensinall not be abridged, altered or in
any way affected by the appointment of a deputyeutitis section, and, subject to the
provisions of this Constitution, a deputy shall f[wm to and observe all instructions that
the Governor-General, acting in his own delibejatigment, may from time to time
address to him;

provided that the question whether or not a depas/conformed to and observed any
such instructions shall not be enquired into in eoyrt of law.

(3) A person appointed as deputy under this sestiatl hold that appointment for such
period as may be specified in the instrument byctvihie is appointed, and his

appointment may be revoked at any time by the GmreGeneral, acting in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister.

CHAPTER Il

PARLIAMENT

PART 1

COMPOSITION OF PARLIAMENT
Establishment.

23.There shall be a Parliament of Saint Vincent wisicall consist of Her Majesty and a
House of Assembly.

Composition of House of Assembly.

24.(1) The House shall consist of-



a. such number of Representatives as corresporidshegi number of constituencies for
the time being established in accordance with theigions of section 33 of this
Constitution, who shall be elected in accordandé tie provisions of section 27 of this
Constitution; and

b. six Senators appointed in accordance with tbeigions of section 28 of this
Constitution.

(2) if a person who is not a member of the Housddsted to be Speaker he shall, be
virtue of holding the office of Speaker, be a menifehe House.

(3) At any time when the office of Attorney-Geneisah public office, the Attorney-
General shall, by virtue of holding or acting imatloffice, be a member of the House.

Quialifications for representatives and Senators.

25.(1) Subject to the provisions of section 26 of thenstitution, a person shall be
gualified to be elected as a representative if,sdradl not be so qualified unless, he-

a. is a Commonwealth citizen of the age of twentg-gears or upwards

b. has resided in Saint Vincent for a period ofla@enonths immediately before the date
of his nominations for election or is domiciled aedident in Saint Vincent at that date:
and

c. is able to speak and, unless incapacitatedibgri#ss or the physical cause, to read the
English language with a degree of proficiency sigfit to enable him to take an active
part in the proceedings of the House.

(2) Subject to the provisions of section 26 of tAanstitution, a person shall be qualified

to be elected or appointed as a Senator if, antirsttebe so qualified unless, he is a
Commonwealth citizen of the age of twenty-one yeanspwards.

Disqualifications for Representatives and Senators.

26.(1) No person shall be qualified to be electedppoénted as a Representative or
Senator (hereinafter in this section referred ta asember) if he-

a. is by virtue of his own act, under any acknogtednt of allegiance, obedience or
adherence to a foreign power or state,

b. is a minister of religion;



c. holds or is acting in the office of judge of thepreme Court;

d. subject to such exceptions and limitations ag oeaprescribed by Parliament, holds or
is acting in any public office or is a paid membé&eany defence force of Saint Vincent;

e. is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adgudgetherwise declared bankrupt
under any law;

f. is a person certified to be insane or othenadeidged to be of unsound mind under
any law;

g. is under sentence of death imposed on him lmpe of law in any part of the
Commonwealth or is serving a sentence of imprisarir{ley whatever name called)
exceeding twelve months imposed on him by suchua oo substituted by competent
authority for some other sentence imposed on hirsugi a court, or is under such a
sentence of imprisonment the execution of whichbdesen suspended,;

h. subject to such exceptions and limitations ag beaprescribed by Parliament has any
such interest in any such government contractsegsh® so prescribed:

provided that a minister of religions may be appedras a Senator.

(2) If it is so provided by Parliament, a persoalshot be qualified to be elected or
appointed as a member if he holds or is actinginadfice that is specified by
Parliament and the functions of which involve resgbility for, or in connection with,
the conduct of any election of members or the ctatiph of any register of votes for the
purpose of electing Representatives.

(3) If it is so provided by Parliament, a persorovign convicted by any court of law of
any offence that is prescribed by Parliament aatithconnected with the election of
representatives or is reported guilty of such dermie by the court trying an election
tition shall not be , for such period (not excegdine years) following his conviction or,
as the case may be, following the report of thetcasimay be so prescribed, to be
elected or appointed as a member.

(4) A person shall not be qualified tao be eleeted Representative if he is a Senator
and a person shall not be qualified to be appoiatea Senator if he is a Representative
or is nominated for election as such.

(5) In subsection (1) of this section-

"government contract” means any contract made th@lGovernment or with a
department of the Government or with an officenaf Government contracting as such;



"minister or religion" means any person in holyensiand any other person, the
functions of whose principal occupation includecteag or preaching in any
congregation for religious worship.

(6) For the purposes or paragraph (g.) of subse¢lipof this section-

a. two or more sentences of imprisonment thategaired to be served consecutively
shall be regarded as separate sentences if nahesaf sentences exceeds twelve months,
but if any one of such sentences exceeds thatttexynshall be regarded as none
sentence; and

b. no account shall be taken of a sentence of sapment imposed as an alternative to or
in default of the payment of a fine.

Election of representatives.

27.(1) Each of the constituencies established in atzsare with the provisions of section
33 of this Constitution shall return one represtveao the House who shall be directly
elected in such manner as may, subject to the ioms of this Constitution, be
prescribed by or under any law.

(2) a. Every Commonwealth citizen of the age ohtagn years or upwards who
possesses such qualifications relating to residendemicile in Saint Vincent as
Parliament may prescribe shall, unless he is digepghby Parliament from registration
as a voter for the purpose of electing Represemigtbe entitled to be registered as such
a voter in accordance with the provisions of any ila that behalf, and no other person
may be so registered.

b. Every person who is registered as aforesaidycanstituency shall, unless he is
disqualified by Parliament from voting in that cttiency in any election of
Representatives, be entitled so to vote in accaaarth the provisions of any law in
that behalf, and no other person may so vote.

(3) In any election of representatives the votesl e given by ballot in such manner as
not to disclose how any particular person votes.

Appointment of Senators.
28. Of the Senators-

a. four shall be appointed by the Governor-Genaxding in accordance with the advice
of the Prime Minister; and



b. two shall be appointed by the Governor-Generth@ in accordance with the advice
of the Leader of the Opposition.

Tenure of office of Representatives and Senators.

29.(1) A Representative or a Senator (hereinaftelnisdection referred to as a member)
shall vacate his seat in the House at the nexoldissn of Parliament after his election or
appointment.

(2) A Senator appointed in accordance with the igrons of paragraph (a.) of section 28
of this Constitution shall vacate his seat in tlwuge if his appointment is revoked by the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with thecadef the Prime Minister, and a
Senator appointed in accordance with the provistdparagraph (b.) of that section shall
vacate his seat in the House if his appointmergveked by the Governor-General,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Leadehe Opposition.

(3) A member shall also vacate his seat in the Blous

a. if he is absent from the sittings of the Houmestich period and in such circumstances
as may be prescribed in the rules of procedureeHouse;

b. if he ceases to be a Commonwealth citizen; or

c. subject to the provisions of subsection (4haf section, if any other circumstances
arise that, if the were not a member, would caursetd be disqualified to be elected or
appointed as such by virtue of subsection (1) ofice 26 of this Constitution of any law
enacted in pursuance of subsection (2) or (3)afgbction.

(4) a. If any circumstances such as are referréd paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of
this section arise because any member is undezrsgnof death or imprisonment,
adjudged to be of unsound mind, declared banknupbwvicted or reported guilty of an
offence relating to elections and if it is operttte member to appeal against the decision
(either with the leave of a court of law or othatheority or without such leave), he shall
forthwith cease to perform his functions as a meambg subject to the provision of this
section, he shall not vacate his seat until theratipn of a period of thirty days
thereafter;

Provided that the Speaker may, at the requeseaigmber, from time to time extend
that period for further periods of thirty days twable the member to pursue an appeal
against the decision, so, however, that extensibtime exceeding in the aggregate one
hundred and fifty days shall not be given withdwg &pproval, signified by resolution, of
the House.



b. If on the determination of any appeal, suchuciistances continue to exist and no
further appeal is open to the member, or if, bypoeaof the expiration of any period for
entering an appeal or notice thereof or the refaskdave to appeal or for any other
reason, it ceases to be open to the member to lappeshall forthwith vacate his seat.

c. If at any time before the member vacates hisseh circumstances aforesaid cease to
exist, his seat shall not become vacant on the &g of the period referred to in
paragraph (a.) of this subsection and he may resiengerformance of his functions as a
member.

Speaker.

30.(1) When the House first meets after any geneeagltiein of Representatives and
before it proceeds to the despatch of any othenbess, it shall elect a person to be the
Speaker; and if the office of Speaker falls vaedrany time before the next dissolution
of Parliament, the House shall as soon as pradticalect another person to that office.
(2) The Speaker may be elected either from amoagiémbers of the House who are
not members of the Cabinet or Parliamentary Sewestar from among persons who are
not members of the House:

Provided that a person who is not a member of theskE shall not be elected as Speaker
if-

a. he is not a Commonwealth citizen; or

b. he is a person disqualified to be elected opeyped as a Representative or Senator by
virtue of subsection (1) of section 26 of this G@oson or of any law enacted in

pursuance of subsection (2) or (3) of that section.

(3) No business shall be transacted in the Houbei(than the election of a Speaker) at
any time when the office of Speaker is vacant.

(4) A person shall vacate the office of Speaker-

a. in the case of a Speaker who was elected froomgrtihe members of the House-

i) if he ceases to be a member of the House:

Provided that the Speaker shall not vacate hiseffly reason only that he has ceased to
be a member of the House on a dissolution of Padid, until the House first meets after

the dissolution; or

i) if he becomes a member of the Cabinet or aifdadntary Secretary;



b. in the case of a Speaker who was elected froongrpersons who were not members
of the House-

i) when the House first meets after ny dissolutbParliament;
ii) if he ceases to be a Commonwealth citizen; or

i) if any circumstances arise that would cause ko be disqualified to be elected or
appointed as a Representative or by virtue of suiose(1) of section 26 of this
Constitution or of any law enacted in pursuancsuliisection (2) or (3) of that section; or

c. if he is removed from office by resolution oétHouse in favor or which there are cast
the votes of two-thirds of all the members of trmubke excluding the Speaker.

(5) If, by virtue of section 29(4) of this Constitan, the Speaker (being a Representative
or a Senator) is required to cease to performumstion as a member of the House he
shall also cease to perform his function as Speakerif the Speaker resumes the
performance of his functions as a member of thesdpun accordance with the
provisions of that section, he shall also resuregpgrformance of his functions as
Speaker.

(6) At any time when, by virtue of section 29(4)tbis Constitution, the Speaker is
unable to perform the functions of his office, tadsnctions shall, until he vacates his
seat in the House or resumes the performance dfitiegions of his office, be performed
by the Deputy Speaker or, if the office of Depupe&ker is vacant or the Deputy
Speaker is required to cease to perform his funstas a member of the House by virtue
of section 29(4) of this Constitution, by such memof the House (not being a member
of the Cabinet or a Parliamentary Secretary) asithese may elect for the purpose.

Deputy Speaker.

31.(1) When the House first meets after any geneegliein of Representatives and
before it proceeds to the despatch of any othanbss except the election of the
Speaker, the House shall elect a member of thedjouto is not a member of the
Cabinet or a Parliamentary Secretary, to be thaiyeppeaker and if the office of
Deputy Speaker falls vacant at any time beforenthe dissolution of Parliament, the
House shall, as soon as convenient, elect anoteetoer of the House to that office.

(2) A person shall vacate the office of Deputy $eea
a. if he ceases to be a member of the House;

b. if he becomes a member of the Cabinet or adPaeintary Secretary; or



c. if he is elected to be Speaker.

(3) If, by virtue of section 29(4) of this Constitan, the Deputy Speaker is required to
cease to perform his functions as a member of thesklhe shall also cease to perform
his functions as Deputy Speaker and if the Deppiager resumes the performance of
his functions as a member of the House, in accaalaith the provisions of that section,
he shall also resume the performance of his funstas Deputy Speaker.

(4) At any time when, by virtue of section 29(4)tbis Constitution, the Deputy Speaker
is unable to perform the function of his officepsle functions shall, until he vacates his
seat in the House or resumes the performance dfiticgions of this office, be performed
by such member of the House (not being a membereo€abinet or a Parliamentary
Secretary) as the House may elect for the purpose.

Constituency Boundaries Commission.

32.(1) There shall be a Constituency Boundaries Comsioniswhich shall be appointed
in the circumstances specified in section 33(3h Constitution and which shall
consist of-

a. a chairman who shall be appointed by the Goveaameral in his own deliberate
judgment;

b. one member who shall be appointed by the GoveBemeral, acting in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister; and

c. one member who shall be appointed by the Govebameral, acting in accordance
with the advice of the Leader of the Opposition.

(2) A person shall not be qualified to be appoirdec member of the Commission if-

a. heis, or has at any time during the periodvef years immediately preceding his
appointment been, a member of the House;

b. he is or has at any time during that period beeminated as a candidate for election
as a Representative;

c. he is, or has at any time during that periochb#ee holder of an office in any political
organization that sponsors or otherwise supporthat has at any time sponsored
otherwise supported, a candidate for electionRe@esentative or a member of any
local government authority; or

d. he is a judge of the Supreme Court or a pulffices.



(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, armher of the Commission shall vacate his
office-

a. when the order of the Commission is publishettiénOfficial Gazette in accordance
with the provisions of section 33(6) of this Congion; or

b. if any circumstances arise that, if the wereanotember of the Commission, would
cause him to be disqualified for appointment asisuc

(4) A member of the Commission may be removed fodince by the Governor-General
only for inability to discharge the functions othoffice (whether arising from infirmity
of mind or body or any other cause) or for misbétrav

(5) A member of the Commission shall be removethfadfice by the Governor-General
of the question of his removal from office has besferred to a tribunal appointed under
subsection (6) of this section and the tribunalrea@mmended to the Governor-General
that he ought to be removed from office for indapias aforesaid or for misbehavior.

(6) If the Prime Minster represents to the Govei@eneral that the question of removing
a member of the Commission under this section otaghé investigated, then-

a. the Governor-General shall appoint a tribunattvishall consist of a chairman and
not less than two other members, selected by thef Qlistice from among persons who
hold or have held office as a judge of a court hgwinlimited jurisdiction in civil and
criminal matters in some part of the Commonweaith ocourt having jurisdiction in
appeals from such a court; and

b. the tribunal shall enquire into the matter agplrt on the facts thereof to the
Governor-General and recommend to him whether #m@ler ought to be removed
under this section.

(7) If the question of removing a member of the @ussion has been referred to a
tribunal under this section, the Governor-Genexeting in accordance with the advice of
the Prime Minister, may suspend that member fragrettercise of the functions of his
office and any such suspension may at any timeweked by the Governor-General
acting in accordance with such advice as aforesaid shall in any case cease to have
effect if the tribunal recommends to the Governené&ral that member should not be
removed.

(8) The Commission may regulate its own procedame, may with the consent of the
Prime Minister, confer powers and impose dutieammypublic officer or on any
authority of the Government for the purpose ofdlseharge of its functions.

(9) The Commission may, subject to its rules otcprure, act notwithstanding any
vacancy in its membership or the absence of anybeeand its proceedings shall not be



invalidated by the presence or participation of pagson not entitled to be present at or
to participate in those proceedings:

provided that any decision of the Commission stegjlire the concurrence of a majority
of all its members.

(20) In the exercise of its functions under thi:&tdution, the Commission shall not be
subject to the direction or control of any otherspa or authority.

Constituencies.

33.(1) For the purpose of the election of RepresergafiSaint Vincent shall, in
accordance with the provisions of this sectiondiveded into thirteen constituencies
having such boundaries as may be prescribed by ordée by the Constituency
Boundaries Commission.

(2) All constituencies shall contain as nearly eéquenbers of inhabitants as appears to
the Commission to be reasonably practicable, iCibmmission may depart from this
principle to such extent as it considers expedrentder to take account of the following
factors, that is to say-

a. the density of population and in particular leed to ensure adequate representation
of adequate representation of sparsely populated ateas;

b. the means of communication;

c. geographical features; and

d. the boundaries of existing administrative areas.

(3) A Commission shall be appointed in the follogvicircumstances, that is to say:-

a. whenever a census of the population of Saint&fihhas been held in pursuance of
any law;

b. whenever Parliament has amended subsectiori {iissection so as to alter the
number of the constituencies into which Saint Virtde divided; or

c. On the expiry of eight years after the Commissast reviewed the boundaries of the
constituencies in accordance with the provisionthisf section.

(4) Whenever the Commission has been appointdteigitcumstances specified in
subsection (3)(a) or in the circumstances specifieibsection (3)(b) of this section it
shall forthwith carry out a review of the boundard the constituencies into which Saint



Vincent is divided and may (and in the circumstang@ecified in subsection (3)(b)
shall), by order, alter the boundaries in accordamith the provisions of this section to
such extent as it thinks desirable in the lighthofse circumstances and the review.

(5) Whenever the Commission has been appointdteigitcumstances specified in
subsection (3)(c.) of this section it shall, withlire period of two years commencing with
its appointment,carry out a review of the boundameaccordance with the provisions of
this section to such extent as it thinks desirabtée light of those circumstances and the
review.

(6) Every order made by the Commission under #sien shall be published in the
Official Gazette and shall come into effect upoa tiext dissolution of Parliament after it
was made.

(7) To the extent that any law enacted by Parligraerends subsection (1) of this
section so as to alter the number of constituenntesvhich Saint Vincent is divided it
shall come into effect when the order of the Consiois that, in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (4) of this section, issequential thereon comes into effect.

(8) For the purposes of subsection (2) of thisisedhe number of inhabitants of any part
of Saint Vincent shall be ascertained by referéndée latest census of the population
held in pursuance of any law.

Supervisor of Elections.

34.(1) There shall be a Supervisor of Elections withgg it shall be to exercise general
supervision over the registration of voters in etets of Representatives and over the
conduct of such elections.

(2) The functions of the office of Supervisor okElions shall be exercised either by the
person holding or acting in such public office asyrfor the time being be designated in
that behalf by the Public Service Commission othé& Commission so decides, by such
other person who is not a public officer as maytii@rtime being be so designated, but

before exercising its powers under this subsed¢tierCommission shall consult with the
Prime Minister.

(3) A person shall not enter upon the duties ofatffiee of Supervisor or Elections until
he has taken and subscribed the oath of allegemd¢e¢he oath of office.

(4) For the purposes of the exercise of his fumstionder subsection (1) of this section
the Supervisor of Elections may give such direias he considers necessary or
expedient to any registering officer, presidinga#f or returning officer relating to the
exercise by that officer of his functions under &y regulation the registration of voters



or the conduct of elections, and any officer to mhairections are given under this
subsection shall comply with those directions.

(5) The Supervisor of Elections may, whenever hesiclers it necessary or expedient so
to do, report to the House on the exercise ofumstions under the foregoing provisions
of this section; he shall submit every such refmthe Minister for the time being
responsible for matters relating to the electioRepresentatives and that Minister shall,
not later than seven days after the House firstsregfeer he has received the report, lay it
before the House.

(6) In the exercise of his functions under the goiag provisions of this section, the
Supervisor of Elections shall not be subject todinection or control of any other person
or authority.

(7)The Supervisor of Elections shall exercise soitier functions in relation to elections

(whether to the House or to local government aitiBsy as may be prescribed by or
under any law enacted by Parliament.

Clerk of House and his staff.
35.(1) There shall be a Clerk of the House.

(2) The office of the Clerk of the House and thigces of the members of his staff shall
be public offices.

Determination of question of membership.

36.(1) The High Court shall have jurisdiction to head determine any question
whether-

a. any person has been validity elected as a Rapatte;

b. any person has been validity appointed as at&ena

c. any person who has been elected as Speakeafraong persons who were not
members of the House was qualified to be so elaufteéds vacate the office of Speaker;
or

d. any member of the House has vacate his seatrequired, under the provisions of

section 29(4) of this Constitution, to cease tdgren any of his functions as a member of
the Hours.



(2) An application to the High Court for the det@mation of any question under
subsection (1)(b.) of this section may be madenyypeerson entitled to vote in the
election to which the application relates of by @eyson who was a candidate at that
election or by the Attorney-General.

(3) An application to the High Court for the det@mation of any question under
subsection (1)(b) or subsection (1) (c.) of thigtis® may be made by any Representative
or By the Attorney-General.

(4) An application to the High Court for the det@mation of any question under
subsection (1)(d.) of this section may be made-

a. by any Representatives or by the Attorney-Génera

b. in the case of the seat of a Representativanigyerson registered in some
constituency as voter for the purpose of electiegr@sentatives.

(5) If any applications is made by a person othantthe Attorney General to the High
Court for the determination of any question undis section, the Attorney-General may
intervene and may then appear or be representée proceedings.

(6) An appeal shall lie as of right to the CourtAgfpeal from any final decision of the
High Court determining such a question as is reteto in subsection (1) of this section.

(7) The circumstances and manner in which andrtip@sition of conditions upon which
any application may be made to the High Courtlierdetermination of any question
under this section and the powers practice andepge of the High Court and the Court
of Appeal in relation to any such application shulregulated by such provisions as may
be made by Parliament.

(8) No appeal shall lie from any decision of theu@mf Appeal in exercise of the
jurisdiction conferred by subsection (6) of thistsen and no appeal shall lie from any
decision of the High Court in proceedings undes gaction other than a final decision
determining such a question as is referred to lbissction (1) of this section.

(9) In the exercise of his functions under thigisec the Attorney-General shall not be
subject to the direction or control of any otherspa or authority.

PART 2
LEGISLATION AND PROCEDURE OF PARLIAMENT

Power to make laws.



37. Subject to the provisions of this ConstitutionflRanent may make laws for the
peace, order and good government of Saint Vincent.

Alteration of Constitutions and Supreme Court Order.

38.(1) Parliament may alter any of the provisionshid LConstitution or of the Supreme
Court Order in the manner specified in the follogvprovisions of this section.

(2) A bill to alter any of the provisions of thi@stitution or of the Supreme Court Order
shall not be regarded as being passed by the Hmlisss on its final reading the bill is
supported by the votes of not less than two-thifdsll the Representatives.

(3) A bill to alter this section, the Schedule hastConstitution or any of the Provisions of
this Constitution specified in Part 1 of that Salledr any of the provisions of the
Courts Order specified in Part 2 of that Schedb#l siot be submitted to the Governor-
General for his assent unless-

a. there has been an interval of not less thartyndays between the introduction of the
bill in the House and the beginning of the procegsliin the House on the second reading
of the bill; and

b. after it has been passed by the House thedslbeen approved on a referendum by
not less than two-thirds of all the votes validaston that referendum.

(4) The provisions of paragraph (b.) of subsec{®)rof this section shall not apply in
relation to any bill to alter-

a. section 98 of this Constitution in order to géffect to any agreement between Saint
Vincent and the United Kingdom concerning appeasfany court having jurisdiction
in Saint Vincent to Her Majesty in Council,

b. any of the provisions of the Supreme Court Onderder to give effect to any
international agreement on which Saint Vincent gy relating to the Supreme Court
or any other court (or any officer or authority hmy/functions in respect of any such
court) constituted in common for Saint Vincent &mdother countries also parties to the
agreement.

(5) Every person who, at the time when the refewuemt held, would be entitled to vote
for the purpose of electing Representatives sleaéiriitled to vote on a referendum held
for the purposes of this section in accordance suith procedures as may be prescribed
by Parliament for the purposes of the referendudremother person shall be entitled so
to vote.



(6) In any referendum for the purposes of thisisadhe votes shall be given by ballot in
such manner as not to disclose how any particiesgnm votes.

(7) The conduct of any referendum for the purpadebis section shall be the
responsibility of the Supervisor of Elections ahd provisions of subsections (4), (5) and
(6) of section 34 of this Constitution shall appiyrelation to the exercise by the
Supervisor of Elections or by any other officeihas functions with respect to a
referendum as they apply in relation to the exeroishis functions with respect to
elections of Representatives.

(8) a. A bill to alter any of the provisions of$hConstitution or of the Supreme Court
Order shall not be submitted to the Governor-Gdrerdnis assent unless it is
accompanied by a certificate under the hand oSgheaker that the provisions of
subsection (2) of this section have been compligid and, where a referendum has been
held in pursuance of subsection (3)(b.) of thigieacby a certificate under the hand of
the Supervisor of Elections stating the resulthefreferendum.

b. The certificate of the Speaker under this submeshall be conclusive that the
provisions of subsections (2) and (3) of this sechave been complied with and shall
not be enquired into in any court of law.

c. In this subsection references to the Speakdl; ghthe person holding the office of
Speaker is for any reason unable to perform thetimms of his office and no other
person is performing them, include references éoddbputy Speaker.

(9) In this Section and the Schedule to this Ctutstn references to any of the

provisions of this constitution or the Supreme @&@nder include references to any law
that alters that provision.

Oath by members.

39.(1) Every member of the House shall, before takiisgseat in the House, take and
subscribe before the House the oath of allegianta member may before taking that
oath part in the election of the Speaker.

(2) Any person elected to the office of Speakellsiide has not already taken and

subscribed the oath of allegiance under subse(tipof this section, take and subscribe
that oath before the House before entering upodiiies of his office.

Proceeding.

40.There shall preside at any sitting of the House-



a. the Speaker:
b. in the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speake

c. in the absence of the Speaker and the DepuigkBpesuch member of the House (not
being a member of the Cabinet or Parliamentarye®aigr) as the House may elect for
that purpose:

Provided that the Speaker shall not preside whaotéon for his removal from office is
before the House.

Voting.

41.(1) Save as otherwise provided in section 17(7(43@8(2) or 49(3) of this
Constitution, any question proposed for decisiothenHouse shall be determined by a
majority of the votes of the members present arithgo

Provided that question of no confidence in the Gowvent shall be determined by a
majority of the votes of all the Representatives.

(2) A question shall not be regarded as having lvaédly determined by a vote in the
House unless at least eight members, or such graatgber of members as Parliament
may prescribe, take part in the voting.

(3) The references to the members of the Housedtion 30(4) of this Constitution,
subsection (1) of this section and sections 51d)5% of this Constitution shall not
include the Attorney-General if he is a member vjue of section 24(3) of this
Constitution.

(4) A Speaker who was elected from among the mesriifahe House or other member
presiding in the House shall not vote unless oncarestion the votes of the members are
equally divided, in which case he shall have aret@ge a casting vote:

Provided that in the case of the question of thalfieading of such a bill as is referred to
in section 38(2) of this Constitution he shalhé is a Representative, have an original
vote but no casting vote.

(5) A Speaker who was elected from among persomsweére not members of the House
shall have neither an original nor a casting voig i upon any question before the
House when such a Speaker is presiding, the votbe onembers are equally divided,
the motion shall be lost.



Penalty for sitting if unqualified.

42.(1) Any person who sits or votes in the House kmgyar having reasonable grounds
for knowing that he is nor entitled to do so siha&lguilty of an offence, and liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or suckragbm as may be prescribed by
Parliament, for each day on which he so sits oevot the House.

(2) Any prosecution for an offence under this setshall be instituted in the High Court
and shall not be so instituted except by the Direot Public Prosecutions.

Mode of exercise of legislative power.

43.(1) The power of Parliament to make laws shall)er@sed by bills passed by the
House and assented to by the Governor-General.

(2) When a bill is submitted to the Governor-Geh@massent in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution he shall signifyatthe assents.

(3) When the Governor-General assents to a bitlitha been submitted to him in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitutioa bill shall become law and the
Governor-General shall thereupon cause it to béghea in the Official Gazette as law.

(4) No law made by Parliament shall come into ofp@nauntil it has been published in

the Official Gazette but Parliament may postpomedbming into operation of any such
law and may make laws with retrospective effect.

Restrictions with regard to certain financial measues.

44.Except on the recommendation of the Governor-Gésgpaified by a Minister, the
House shall not-

a. proceed upon any bill (including any amendmerat bill) that, in the opinion of the
person presiding, makes provision for any of tHe¥ang purposes:-

i) for the imposition of taxation or the alteratiohtaxation otherwise than by reduction;

i) for the imposition of any charge upon the Cdidaded Fund or any other public fund
of Saint Vincent or the alteration of any such geastherwise than by reduction;

iii) for the payment, issue or withdrawal from tBensolidated Fund or any other public
fund of Saint Vincent of any monies not chargedeba or any increase in the amount of
such payment, issue or withdrawal; or



iv) for the composition or remission of any debeda the Government; or

b. proceed upon any motion (including any amendrteatmotion) the effect of which,
in the opinion of the person presiding, would bentake provision for any of those
purposes.

Regulation of procedure in House.

45. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutiime House may regulate its own
procedure and may in particular make rules forattuerly conduct of its own
proceedings.

(2) The House may act not withstanding any vacamag membership (including any
vacancy not filled when the House first meets ater general election) and the presence
or participation of any person not entitled to lbesent at or to participate in the
proceedings of the House shall not invalidate tlpyeeeedings.

Freedom of speech.

46. Without prejudice to any provision made by Parkatrelating to the powers,
privileges and immunities of the members and offiad the House and of other persons
concerned in the business of the House or its cé@@si, no civil or criminal

proceedings may be instituted against any membreoflouse for words spoken before,
or written in a report to, the House or a committereof or by reason of any matter or
thing brought by him therein by petition, bill, odstion, motion or otherwise.

PART 3
SUMMONING, PROROGATION AND DISSOLUTION
Sessions.

47.(1) Each session of Parliament shall be held et place within Saint Vincent and
shall begin at such time, not being later thamsdnths from the end of the preceding
session if Parliament has been prorogued or onéhrimm the holding of a general
election of Representatives if Parliament has lokssolved, as the Governor-General
shall appoint by Proclamation.

(2) a. If notice in writing is given to the Spealsggned by not less than three
Representatives, of a motion of no confidence énGlovernment the Speaker shall-



i) if the House is then sitting or has been summddoemeet within five days, cause the
motion to be considered by the House within se\ays @f the notice; or

ii) if the House is not then sitting and has natbeo summoned (and notwithstanding
that Parliament may be prorogued) summon the Hmuseet within fourteen days of
the notice and cause the motion to be considerdthimeeting:

Provided that if the House does not, within tweaoie days of the notice, meet and
dispose of the motion the Clerk of the House shathmon a special meeting of the
House at such time and place as he may specithégpurpose of debating and disposing
of the motion.

b. The provisions of paragraph (a.) of this subsachall be without prejudice to the
power of the House to provided by its rules of gdhae that notice of a motion of no
confidence in the Government may be given by anmber of the House or the power of
the House to debate and dispose of such a mot@amyatitting of the House.

(3) Subject to the foregoing provisions of thistseg the sitting of the House shall be
held at such time and place as the House mayshwlés of procedure or otherwise,
determine.

Prorogation and dissolution.
48. (1) The Governor-General may at any time proragudissolve Parliament.

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3jhid section Parliament, unless sooner
dissolved, shall continue for five years from tlaedof the first sitting of the House after
any dissolution and shall then stand dissolved.

(3) At any time when Saint Vincent is at war, Parient may extend the period of five
years specified in subsection (2) of this sectmmibt more than twelve months at a
time:

Provided that the life of Parliament shall not Beeaded under this subsection for more
than five years.

(4) Where a Parliament that has been dissolvegtaled under section 49(2) of this
Constitution, that Parliament shall, unless sodli&solved, again stand dissolved at the
date appointed for the nomination for the nomimabb candidates in the next succeeding
general election of Representatives.

(5) In the exercise of this power to dissolve Rankent, the Governor-General shall act in
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister:



Provided that-

a. if the Prime Minister advises a dissolution #ml Governor-General, acting in his own
deliberate judgment, considers that the governmigaint Vincent can be carried on
without a dissolution and that a dissolution woodtd be in the interests of Saint Vincent,
he may, acting in his own deliberate judgment,sefio dissolve Parliament;

b. if a resolution of no confidence in the Governine passed and the Prime Minister
does not within three days either resign or adaidessolution, the Governor-General,
acting in his own deliberate judgment, may dissétadiament; and

c. if the office of Prime Minister is vacant an@tGovernor General, acting in his own
deliberate judgment, considers that there is neg@ct of his being able within a
reasonable time to appoint to that office a Reprtagiwe who can command the support
of the majority of the Representatives, the Govefdeneral shall dissolve Parliament.

Election to House of Assembly.

49. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3jhas section a general election of
Representatives shall be held at such time witlmaty days after any dissolution of
Parliament, or if the House has been dissolvedhgan of a vote of no confidence in the
Government at such time within thirty days aftex thssolution, as the Governor-General
may appoint.

(2) If, after a dissolution and before the datecapied for the nomination of candidates
in the next succeeding general election of reptasigas, the Prime Minister advises the
Governor-General that, owing to the existence sthte of war or a state of emergency in
Saint Vincent, it is necessary to recall Parliam#ér Governor-General shall summon
the Parliament that has been dissolved to meesuijéct to the provisions of subsection
(3) of this section, that general election shadigeed.

(3) The House of Parliament that has been recalleygl by a resolution supported by the
votes of not less than two-thirds of all the Repreatives, extend the period of ninety
days specified in subsection (1) of this sectiamiat more than a further ninety days in
respect of the next succeeding general electiahparthe passing of such a resolution
any appointment previously made with respect tadtite on which that general election
shall be held or candidates therein shall be nomthshall cease to have effect.

(4) Where the seat of a member of the House faltsint otherwise than by reason of a
dissolution of Parliament-

a. if the vacant seat is that of a Representatlwe@ection shall be held; or

b. if the vacant seat is that of a Senator an ayp@nt shall be made,



to fill the vacancy within ninety days of the oc@mnce of the vacancy unless Parliament
is sooner dissolved.

(5) Whenever it has been determined under secBaf ghis Constitution that the
election of any person as a Representative isithtta¢ Governor-General shall issue a
writ for the election of a Representative to filetvacancy returnable within ninety days
of the final decision of the High Court or, if tdetermination was by the Court of
Appeal, within ninety days of the decision of theu@ of Appeal.

CHAPTER IV

THE EXECUTIVE

Executive authority.

50.(1) The executive authority of Saint Vincent isteeksin Her Majesty.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitutitme executive authority of Saint Vincent
may be exercised on behalf of Her Majesty by thedgawor-General either directly or
through officers subordinate to him.

(3) Nothing in this section shall prevent Parliati@nm conferring functions on persons
or authorities other than the Governor-General.

Ministers of the Government.

51.(1) There shall be a Prime Minister of Saint Vinceho shall be appointed by the
Governor-General.

(2) Whenever the Governor-General has occasiopgoiat a Prime Minister he shall
appoint a Representative who appears to him litejommand the support of the
majority of the Representatives.

(3) There shall be, in addition to the office oinRe Minister, such officers of Minister of
the Government as may be established by Parliaangstibject to the provisions of any
law enacted by Parliament, by the Governor-Geneaaling in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister.

(4) Appointments to the office of Minister, othéah the office of Prime Minister, shall
be made by the Governor-General, acting in accaaaith the advice of the Prime
Minister, from among the members of the House:



Provided that not more than two Ministers shalbppointed from among the Senators.

(5) If occasion arises for making an appointmerth&office of Prime Minister or any
other Minister while Parliament is dissolved, theatwithstanding the provisions of
subsections (2) and (4) of this section a persomwéis a Representative immediately
before the dissolution may be appointed Prime Meniand a person who was a Senator
immediately before the dissolution may be appoiriedny Minister other than Prime
Minster:

Provided that no more than two persons who weratSeamay be Ministers.

(6) The Governor-General shall remove the Primeistten from office if a resolution of
no confidence in the Government is passed by theséland the Prime Minister does not
within three days either resign from his officeanivise the Governor-General to dissolve
Parliament.

(7) If, at any time between the holding of a gehelection of Representatives and the
first meeting of the House thereafter, the Govef@eneral considers that in consequence
of changes in the membership of the House resuitorg that election the Prime

Minister will not be able to command the supportred majority of the Representatives,
the Governor-General may remove the Prime Minsten foffice.

(8) The office of any Minister shall become vacant-

a. if the holder of the office ceases to be a membthe House otherwise than by reason
of the dissolution of Parliament;

b. in the case of the Prime Minister, if, when Hmuse first meets after the dissolution of
Parliament, he is not Representative;

c. In the case of any other Minister, if when thaubke first meets after the dissolution of
Parliament, he is not then a member of the House; o

d. If, by virtue of section 29(4) of this Constitut, he is required to cease to perform his
functions as a member of the House.

(9) The office of a Minister other than the Primeldter shall become vacant-

a. if the Governor-General, acting in accordandé tie advice of the Prime Minister, so
directs;

b. if the Prime Minister resigns from office withiinree days after a resolution of no
confidence in the Government has been passed ydhee or is removed from office
under subsection (6) or (7) of this section; or

c. on the appointment of any person to the officBrone Minister.



(10) In the exercise of the powers conferred ugonbly subsections (2), and (7) of this
section the Governor-General shall act in his oelibdrate judgment.

Cabinet of Ministers.

52.(1) There shall be a Cabinet of Ministers for S&fimcent which shall consist of the
Prime Minister and the other Ministers.

(2) At any time when the office of Attorney-Geneisah public office the Attorney-
General shall, by virtue of holding or acting imatloffice, be a member of the Cabinet in
addition to the Ministers.

(3) The functions of the Cabinet shall be to adviteGovernor-General in the
government of Saint Vincent and the Cabinet shaltdilectively responsible to the
House for any advice given to the Governor-Gengyalr under the general authority of
the Cabinet and for all things done by or underatigority of any Minister in the
execution of his office.

(4) The provisions of subsection (3) of this satsball not apply in relation to-

a. the appointment and removal from office of Miais, and Parliamentary Secretaries,
the assignment of responsibility to any Ministemsler section 53 of this Constitution or
the authorization of another Minister to perforra fonctions of the Prime Minister
during absence or illness;

b. the dissolution of Parliament; or

c. the matter referred to in section 65 of this €uation (which relate to the prerogative
of mercy).

Allocation of portfolios to Ministers.

53.The Governor-General, acting in accordance withathece of the Prime Minister,
may by direction in writing, assign to the Primenidier,or any other Minister
responsibility for any business of the Governmemiuding the administration of any
department of government.

Performance of functions of Prime Minister during ésence or illness.



54.(1) Whenever the Prime Minister is absent from B¥lincent or by reason of illness
is unable to perform the functions conferred upiom by this Constitution, the Governor-
General may authorize some other Minister to perftirose functions (other than the
functions conferred by this section) and that Marisnay perform those functions until
his authority is revoked by the Governor-General.

(2) The powers of the Governor-General under thcsien shall be exercised by him in
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister;

Provided that if the Governor-General,acting indws) deliberate judgment, considers
that it is impracticable to obtain the advice af frime Minister owning to his absence
or illness he may exercise those powers withoutatieice and in his own deliberate
judgment.

Exercise of Governor-General's functions.

55.(1) In the exercise of his functions the Govern@néral shall act in accordance with
the advice of the Cabinet or a Minister acting urtdle general authority of the Cabinet
except in cases where he is required by this Gatisth or any other law to act in
accordance with the advice of any person or aughother than the Cabinet:

Provided that the foregoing provisions of this dt®n shall not where the Governor-
General is authorized to act in his own delibejadigment in accordance with the
following provisions of this Constitution-

a. section 32 (which relates to the ConstituencyrBlaries Commission)
b. sections 51 and 54 (which relate to Ministers);

c. section 59 (which relates to the Leader of tppd3ition);

d. section 78 (which relates to the appointmeiot,atpublic officers); and
e. section 86 (which relates to the Public Ser@oard of Appeal).

(2) During any period in which there is a vacantyhe office of Leader of the
Opposition by reason of the fact that no persdyoth qualified for appointment to that
office in accordance with this Constitution andlwd to accept appointment, or if the
Governor-General, acting in his own deliberate judgt, considers that it is not
practicable for him to obtain the advice of the dexaof the Opposition witting the time
within which it may be necessary for him to actnmay act without that advice and in his
own deliberate judgment in the exercise of any paweaferred upon him by this
Constitution in respect of which it is providedttha shall act on the advice of, or after
consultation with, the Leader of the Opposition.



(3) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section slhaefuire the Governor-General to act in
accordance with the advice of the Cabinet or a 8f@miin exercise of the functions
conferred upon him by the following provisions bist Constitution-

a. the proviso to section 48(5)(which requires@wxernor-General to dissolve
Parliament in certain circumstances);

b. section 51(6) (which requires the Governor-Gainerremove the Prime Minister
from office in certain circumstances);

c. section 56 (which entitles the Governor-Gentrahformation);

d. section 32(5), 59(5), 77(6), 81(7), 82(7) an(b3@which require the Governor-
General to remove the holders of certain officesfioffice in certain circumstances).

Governor-General to be informed concerning matter®f government.

56.The Prime Minister shall keep the Governor-Gentedgl informed concerning the
general conduct of the government of Saint Vin@at shall furnish the Governor-
General with such information as he may requesdt v@spect to any particular matter
relating to the government of Saint Vincent.

Parliamentary Secretaries.

57.(1) The Governor-General, acting in accordance thiéhadvice of the Prime
Minister, may appoint Parliamentary Secretary fiammong the members of the House to
assist Ministers in the performance of their duties

Provided that, if occasion arises for making anoament while Parliament is
dissolved, a person who was a Representative enat& immediately before the
dissolution may be appointed as a Parliamentaryefey.

(2) The office of a Parliamentary Secretary shaddme vacant-

a. if the Governor-General, acting in accordandé te advice of the Prime Minister, so
directs;

b. if the Prime Minister resigns from office withiinree days after a resolution of no
confidence in the Government has been passed Bydhee or is removed from office
under section 51(6) of this Constitution;

c. upon the appointment of any person to the officerime Minister;



d. if the holder of the office ceases to be a membthe House otherwise than by reason
of a dissolution of Parliament;

e. if, when the House first meets after the digsmhuof Parliament, he is not then a
member of the House; or

f. if, by virtue of section 29(4) of this Constitom, he is required to cease to perform his
functions as a member of the House.

Oaths to be taken by Ministers, etc.

58. A Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary shall ndee upon the duties of this office
unless he has taken and subscribed the oath gfaadl®e, the oath of office and the oath
of secrecy.

Leader of the Opposition.

59.(1) There shall (except at times when there arReyresentatives who do not support
the Government) be a Leader of the Opposition wiadl e appointed by the Governor-
General.

(2) Whenever there is occasion for the appointroéatLeader of the Opposition the
Governor-General shall appoint the Representative appears to him most likely to
command the support of a majority of the Represeetawho do not support the
Government: or, if no Representatives appear totbioommand such support or the
largest single group of Representatives who dsupport the Government:

Provided that-

a. if there are two or more Representatives whoalsupport the Government but none
of them commands the support of the other or oftleesGovernor-General may, acting
in his own deliberate judgment, appoint any onthem as Leader of the Opposition, and

b. in the exercise of his judgment the Governor&salinshall be guided by the seniority
of each based on his length of service as a Ragsgse, by the number of votes cast in
favor of each at the last election of Represergatar by both such seniority and such
number of votes.

(3) If occasion arises to appoint a Leader of tippd@3ition during the period between a
dissolution of Parliament and the day on whichahsuing election of Representatives is
held, and appointment may be made as if Parliafmeshihot been dissolved.



(4) The office of Leader of the Opposition shaltbee vacant-

a. if he ceases to be a member of the House otbethan by reason of a dissolution of
Parliament;

b. if when the House first meets after a dissolutbParliament, he is not then a member
of the House;

c. if, under the provisions of section 29(4) oftlionstitution, he is required to cease to
perform his functions as a member of the House; or

d. if he is removed from office by the Governor-@eal under the Provision of
subsection (5) of this section.

(5) If it appears to the Governor-General thatltbader of the Opposition is no longer
able to command the support of a majority of therBsentatives who do not support the
Government or (if no Representative appears totbilbre able to command such support)
the support of the largest single group of Repriesimes who do not support the
Government, he shall remove the Leader of the Oppod$rom office.

(6) The Powers of the Governor-General under #asign shall be exercised by him in
his own deliberate judgment.

Parliament secretaries.

60. Where any Minister has been charged with respditgifor any department of
government, he shall exercise general directioncamtiol over that department; and
subject to such direction and control, every depeant of government shall be under the
supervision of a public officer whose office iseekd to in this Constitution as the office
of a permanent secretary:

Provided that two or more government departmentslmglaced under the supervision
of one permanent secretary.

Secretary to the Cabinet.
61.(1) There shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet whtige shall be a public office.
(2) The Secretary to the Cabinet, who shall hawegehof the Cabinet Office, shall be

responsible, in accordance with such instructiasay be given to him by the Prime
Minister, for arranging the business for and kegpire ministers of the Cabinet and for



conveying the decisions of the Cabinet to the gmpte person or authority and shall
have such other functions as the Prime Minister digct.

Constitution of offices etc.

62. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution afény other law, the Governor-
General may constitute offices for Saint Vincenaken appointments to any such office
and terminate any such appointment.

Attorney-General.

63.(1) There shall be an Attorney-General who shalheePrincipal legal advisor to the
Government.

(2) The Office of Attorney-General shall be eitlagoublic office or the office of a
Minister.

(3) No person shall be qualified to hold the offafeAttorney-General unless he holds
one of the specified qualifications.

(4) At any time when the office of Attorney-Geneisah public office the same person
may, if qualified, be appointed to hold or acthe Dffice of Attorney-General and the
office of Director of Public Prosecutions.

(5) Where the offices of Attorney-General and Dioeof Public Prosecutions are held
by the same person the following provisions of @anstitution shall have effect as if
references therein to the Director included refeesrto the Attorney-General, that is to
say, sections 73, 81(6), (7), (8) and (9) 89(3) Hd®I8)(a.); but the provisions of this
subsection shall be without prejudice to the powéiRBarliament or subject to the
provisions of any law enacted by Parliament, thegbaor-General to determine that the
office of Attorney-General shall be the office oMnister.

Control of public prosecutions.

64.(1) There shall be a Director of Public Prosecgiamose office shall be a public
office.

(2) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall hpoever in any case in which he
considers it desirable so to do-



a. to institute and undertake criminal proceedimgginst any person before any court of
law (other than a court-martial) in respect of affgnce alleged to have been committed
by that person;

b. to take over and continue any such criminal @edings that have been instituted or
undertaken by any other person or authority; and

c. to discontinue at any stage before judgmengliseled any such criminal proceedings
instituted or undertaken by himself or any othespe or authority.

(3) The powers of the Director of Public Proseausiander subsection (2) of this section
may be exercised by him in person or through gpleesons acting under and in
accordance with his general or special instructions

(4) The powers conferred on the Director of PuBliosecutions by paragraphs (b.) and
(c.) of subsections (2) of this section shall bstee in him to the exclusion of any other
person or authority:

Provided that where any other person or authoatyihstituted criminal proceedings,
nothing in this subsection shall prevent the widlvell of those proceedings by or at the
instance of that person or authority and with #ee/é of the court.

(5) For the purposes of this section, any appeahfa judgment in criminal proceedings
before any court or any case stated or questitemofeserved for the purpose of any
such proceedings, to any other court (including Majesty in Council) shall be deemed
to be part of those proceedings:

Provided that the power conferred on the Directd®ublic Prosecutions by subsection
(2) (c.) of this section shall not be exercisedeiation to any appeal by a person
convicted in any criminal proceedings or to anyecstated or question of law reserved at
the instance of such a person.

(6) In the exercise of the powers vested in hinsiysection (2) of this section and

section 42 of this Constitution, the Director ofdfta Prosecutions shall not be subject to
the direction or control of any other person ohauty.

Prerogative of mercy.
65.(1) The Governor-General may-

a. grant a pardon, either free or subject to lawfuditions, to any person convicted of
any offence;



b. grant to any person a respite, either indefimitéor a specified period, of the execution
of any punishment imposed on that person for afgnog;

c. substitute a less severe form of punishmerarigrpunishment imposed on any person
for any offence; or

d. remit the whole or any part of any punishmergosed on any person for any offence
or of any penalty or forfeiture otherwise due te @rown on account of any offence.

(2) The powers of the Governor-General under suimse(l) of this section shall be
exercised by him in accordance with the adviceughdMinister as may from time to

time be designated by the Governor-General actiragcordance with the advice of the
Prime Minister.

Advisory Committee on Prerogative of Mercy.

66.(1) There shall be an Advisory Committee on thedyyative of Mercy for Saint
Vincent (hereinafter in this section referred tdres Committee) which shall consist of-

a. the Minister for the time being designate ursdmtion 65(2) of this Constitution, who
shall be chairman;

b. the Attorney-General; and

c. not less than three nor more than four other beesappointed by the Governor-
General by writing under his hand, of whom at |eas shall be a Minister and at least
one shall be a person entitled to practice in Sdimtent as a medical practitioner.

(2) A member of the Committee appointed under stthse(1) (c.) of this section shall
hold his seat thereon for such period as may bafgzein the instrument by which he
was appointed,;

Provided that his seat shall become vacant-

a. in the case of a person who at the date ofggsiatment was a Minister, if he ceases
to be a Minister; or

b. in the case of a person who at the date ofgpsiatment, was entitled to practice in
Saint Vincent as a medical practitioner, if he esa® be so entitled; or

c. if the Governor-General, by writing under hisitiaso directs.

(3) The Committee may act notwithstanding any vagan its membership or the
absence of any member and its proceedings shatleimivalidated by the presence or



participation of any person not entitled to be prést or to participate in those
proceedings.

(4) The Committee may regulate its own procedure.

(5) In the exercise of his functions under thigisec the Governor-General shall act in
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister.

Functions of Advisory Committee.

67.(1) Where any person has been sentenced to degh#ryise than by a court-martial)
for an offence, the Minister for the time beingideated under section 65(2) of this
Constitution shall cause a written report of theeciom the trial judge (or the Chief
Justice, if a report from the trial judge cannooi¢ained) together with such other
information derived from the record of the caselsewhere as he may require, to be
taken into consideration at a meeting of the Adyigdommittee on the Prerogative of
Mercy; and after obtaining the advise of the Conteeihe shall decide in his own
deliberate judgment whether to advise the Gove@Gameral to exercise any of his
powers under section 65(1) of this Constitution.

(2) The Minister for the time being designated ursketion 65(2) of this Constitution
may consult with the Advisory Committee on the Bgative of Mercy before tendering
any advice to the Governor-General under that siosein any case not falling witting

subsection(1) of this section but he shall notleged to act in accordance with the
recommendation of the Committee.

CHAPTER V

FINANCE

Consolidated Fund.

68. All revenues or other moneys raised or receive&dint Vincent (not being revenues
or other moneys that are payable, by or under amyfdr the time being in force in Saint

Vincent, into some other fund established for ac8jpepurpose) shall be paid into and
form a Consolidated Fund.

Withdrawals from Consolidated Fund or other public funds.

69. (1) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the Consaéda-und except-



a. to meet expenditure that is charged upon thd Byrthis Constitution or by any law
enacted by Parliament; or

b. where the issue of those money has been autlldoiz an appropriation law or by a
law made in pursuance of sections 71 of this Ctutsin.

(2) Where any moneys are charged by this Congriudr any law enacted by Parliament
upon the Consolidated Fun or any other public funely shall be paid out of that fund by
the Government to the person or authority to whaynpgent is due.

(3) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any publindwther than the Consolidated
Fund unless the issue of those moneys has beeorizethby or under any law.

(4) There shall be such provisions as may be mgdabliament prescribing the manner
in which withdrawals may be made from the Consaéidd-und or any other public fund.

(5) The investment of a moneys forming part of @@msolidated Fund shall be made in
such manner as may be prescribed by or under aaated by Parliament.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsectiopdflthis section provisions may be
made by or under a law enacted by Parliament aathgmwithdrawals to be made from
the Consolidated Fund, in such circumstances asddb extent as may be prescribed by
or under a law enacted by Parliament, for the paegmd making repayable advances.

Authorization of expenditure from Consolidated Fundby appropriation law.

70.(1) The Minister for the time being responsiblefioance shall cause to be prepared
as laid before the House before, or not later thaty days after, the commencement of
each financial years estimates of the revenuegapenditure of Saint Vincent for that
financial year.

(2) When the estimates of expenditure (other thqeediture charged upon the
Consolidated Fund by this Constitution or by arnwy &nacted by Parliament) have been
approved by the House, a bill, known as an appatipni bill, shall be introduced in the
House, providing for the issue from the Consoliddtand of the sums, under separate
votes for the several services required, to thpqaes specified therein.

(3) If in respect of any financial year it is found
a. that the amount appropriated by the appropndsw to any purpose is insufficient or

that a need has arisen for expenditure for a perpps/hich no amount has been
appropriated by that law,



a supplementary estimate showing the sums reqairsgent shall be laid before the
House and, when the supplementary estimate hasapgeaved by the House, a
supplementary appropriation bill shall be introdhgethe House providing for the issue
of such sums from the consolidated Fund and apg@topy them to the purposes
specified therein.

Authorization of expenditure in advance of appropration.

71.There shall be such provisions as may be made thafant under which, if the
appropriation law in respect of any financial ykas not come into operation by the
beginning of that financial year, the Minister tbe time being responsible for finance
may authorize the withdrawal of moneys from the €itidated Fund for the purpose of
meeting expenditure necessary to carry on thesEaf the Government until the
expiration of four months from the beginning oftthiaancial year or the coming into
operation of the law, whichever is the earlier.

Contingencies Fund.

72.(1) There shall be such provisions as may be mgdadiament for the

establishment of a Contingencies Fund and for aiziihg the Minister for the time being
responsible for finance, if satisfied that there hasen an urgent and unforeseen need for
expenditure for which no other provision existsirtake advances from that Fund to

meet that need.

(2) Where any advance is made from the Contingsrtaimd, a supplementary estimate
shall as soon as possible be laid before the Handavhen the supplementary estimate
has been approved by the House, a supplementarymajation bill shall be introduced
as soon as possible in the House for the purpossptEcing the amount so advanced.

Remuneration of certain officers.

73.(1) There shall be paid to the holders of the effito which this section applies such
salaries and such allowances as may be prescnbedunder a law enacted by
Parliament.

(2) The salaries and allowances prescribed in jpmeseiof this section in respect of the
holders of the offices to which this section appbké&all be charged on the Consolidated
Fund.



(3) The salary prescribed in pursuance of thissedh respect of the holder of any
office to which this section applies and his otte@ms of service (other than allowances
that are not taken into account in computing, uraagrlaw in that behalf, any pension
payable in respect of his service in that offidgglsnot be altered to his disadvantage
after his appointment.

(4) When a person's salary or other terms of sed@&pend upon his option, the salary or
terms for which he opts shall, for the purposesutifsection (3) of this section, be
deemed to be more advantageous to him than anyfothehich he might have opted.

(5) This section applies to the offices of the Gawve-General, member of the Public
Service Commission, member of the Police Service@ssion, member of the Public
Service Board of Appeal the Direction or Public$&rrutions and the Director or Audit.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed r@guyalicing the provisions of section 88
of this Constitution (which protects pensions rgim respect of service as a public
officer).

Public debt.

74.(1) All debt charges for which Saint Vincent igdle shall be a charge on the
Consolidated Fund.

(2) For the purposes of this section debt changgsde interest, sinking fund charges,

the repayment or amortization of debt and all exlgare in connection with the raising

of loans on the security of the Consolidated Fumdithe service and redemption of the
debt created thereby.

Audit of public accounts, etc.

75.(1) There shall be a Director of Audit whose offgteall be a public office.

(2) The Director of Audit shall-

a. satisfy himself that all moneys that have bggr@priated by Parliament and
disbursed have been applied to the purposes tdwiay were so appropriated and that
the expenditure conforms to the authority that gosét; and

b. at least once in every year audit and repotherpublic accounts of Saint Vincent, the

accounts of all officers and authorities of the &wownent, the accounts of all courts of
law in Saint Vincent (including any accounts of Bigpreme Court maintained in Saint



Vincent), the accounts of every Commission esthbtidhy this Constitution and the
accounts of the Clerk of the House.

(3) The Director of Audit and any officer authorizey him shall have access to all
books, records, returns, reports as other documeéhrith in his opinion relate to any of
the accounts referred to in subsection (2) ofgbkigion.

(4) The Director of Audit shall submit every reporade by him in pursuance of
subsection (2) of this section to the Ministerttoe time being responsible for finance
who shall, nor later than seven days after the Eldust meets after he has received the
report, lay it before the House.

(5) If the Minister fails to lay a report beforeethlouse in accordance with the provisions
of subsection (4) of this section the Director afdit shall transmit copies of that report
to the Speaker who shall as soon as practical#eept them to the House.

(6) The Director of Audit shall exercise such otherctions in relation to the accounts of
the Government or the accounts of other authorirdsodies established by law for
public purposes as may be prescribed by or undelaanenacted by Parliament.

(7) In the exercise of this functions under suhbsast(2),(3),(4) and(5) of this section,
the Director of Audit shall not be subject to theedtion or control of any other person or
authority.

Public Accounts Committee.

76.The House shall, at the commencement of eachosesgipoint a Public Accounts
Committee from among its members, whose dutied Badb consider the accounts
referred to in section 75(2) of this Constitutiorconjunction with the report of the
Director of Audit and in particular to report tcethouse-

a. in the case of any excess or unauthorized expeadf public funds, the reason for
such expenditure; and

b. any measures it considers necessary in ordersiore that public funds are properly
spent.

and such other duties relating to public accoustha House may from time to time
direct.

CHAPTER VI



THE PUBLIC SERVICE
PART 1

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Public Service Commission.

77.(1) There shall be a Public Service CommissiorS@ant Vincent (hereinafter in this
section referred to as the Commission) which staikist or-

a. a chairman appointed by the Governor-Generahgan accordance with the advice
of the Prime Minister,

b. one member appointed by the Governor-Gener@hgainn accordance with the advice
of the Prime Minister; and

c. not less than one nor more than three other reesvappointed by the Governor-
General, acting in accordance with the advice efRime Minister;

Provided that that Prime Minister shall-

i) consult the Civil Service Association (or, ifathassociation ceases to exist, such body
or bodies representing the interest of public efficas he may determine) before
tendering any advice to the Governor-General ferpirposes of paragraph (b.) of this
subsection; and

i) consult the Leader of the Opposition beforedieing any advice to the Governor-
General for the Purposes of paragraph (c.) ofshissection.

(2) A person not be qualified to be appointed azember of the Commission if-

a. he is, or has at any time during the periodvef years immediately preceding his
appointer been a member of the House or nominateeldéction as a Representative;

b. he is, or has at any time furring that periodrihehe holder of an office in any political
organization that sponsors or otherwise supportat has at any time sponsored or
otherwise supported, a candidate for electionRe@esentative or a member of any
local government authority; or

c. he is, or has at any time during the three yp@seding his appointment been, a judge
of the Supreme Court or a public officer.



(3) A member of the Commission shall not, withie fferiod of three years commencing
with the day on which he last held or acted indffeee of member of the Commission,
be eligible for appointment to or to act in any lwbffice.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this section, diffece of a member of the Commission
shall become vacant-

a. at the expiration of two years from the datkisfappointment; or

b. if any circumstances arise that, if he wereanotember of the Commission, would
cause him to be disqualified to be appointed ak sader subsection (2) of this section.

(5) A member of the Commission may be removed fodince only for inability to
exercise the functions of his office (whether agsirom infirmity of body or mind or
any other cause) or for misbehavior and shall betso removed except in accordance
with the provision of this section.

(6) A member of the Commission shall be removethfadfice by the Governor-General

if the question of his removal from office has beeferred to a tribunal appointed under
subsection (7) of this section and the tribunaldreaemmended to the Governor-General
that he ought to be removed from office for indapias aforesaid or for misbehavior.

(7) If the Prime Minister represents to the Gover@eneral that the question of
removing a member of the Commission under this@ectught to be investigate then-

a. the Governor-General shall appoint a tribunattvshall consist of a chairman as not
less than two other members, selected by the Qhstice from among persons who hold
or have held office as a judge of a court havinignited jurisdiction in civil and

criminal matters in some part of the Commonweaitth oourt having jurisdiction in
appeals from such a court; and

b. the tribunal shall enquire into the matter agplrt on the facts thereof to the
Governor-General and recommend to him whether #m@lper ought to be removed
under this section.

(8) If the question of removing a member of the @ussion has been referred to a
tribunal under this section, the Governor-Genexeting in accordance with the advice of
the Prime Minister, may suspend that member fragrettercise of the functions of his
office and any such suspensions may at any tinreumked by the Governor-General,
acting in accordance with such advice as aforesaid shall in any case cease to have
effect if the tribunal recommends to the Governené&ral that member should not be
removed.

(9) If the office of chairman of the Commissiorvacant or if the holder of that office is
for any reason unable to exercise the functiorthiefoffice, then, until a person has been
appointed to and has assumed the functions obtheg¢ or until the person holding that



office has resumed those functions, as the caseomaypey shall be exercised by such
other member of the Commission as may for the beiag be designated by the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with thecedef the Prime Minister.

(10) If at any time there are less than two membétke Commission beside the
chairman or if any such member is acting as chairaras for any reason unable to
exercise the functions of his office, the Gover@a@neral, acting in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister, may appoint a perstio is qualified to be appointed as a
member of the Commission to act as a member, apgenson so appointed shall,
subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of Hastion, constitute to act until the office
in which he is acting has been fulled or, as tle2caay be, until the holder thereof has
resumed his functions or until his appointmentdbleas been revoked by the Governor-
General, acting in accordance with the advice efRime Minister.

(11) A member of the Commission shall not entemughe duties of his office until he
has taken and subscribed the oath of allegiantleea®ath of office.

(12) The Commission shall, in the exercise ofutsctions under this Constitution, not be
subject to the direction or control of any otherso@ or authority.

(13) The Commission may by regulation or otherwesgulate its own procedure and,
with the consent of the Prime Minister, may conqfewers or impose duties on any
public officer or on any authority of the Governrhéor the purpose of the exercise of its
functions.

(14) The Commission may, subject to its rules ocpdure, act notwithstanding any
vacancy in its membership or the absence of anybeeand its proceedings shall not be
invalidated by the presence or participation of pagson not entitled to be present at or
to participate in those proceedings:

Provided that any decision of the Commission stegjlire the concurrence of a majority
of all its members.

Appointment, etc, of public officers.

78.(1) The power to appoint persons to hold or adffites in the public service
(including the power to confirm appointments), authject to the provisions of section
87 of this Constitution, the power to exercise ghiscary control over persons holding or
acting in such offices and the power to remove faersons from office shall vest in the
Public Service Commission.

(2) The Public Service Commission may, by diredionwriting and subject to such
conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of itsyeos under subsection (1) of this section



to any one or more members of the Commission dh, the consent of the Prime
Minister, to any public officer.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not applyelation to the following offices, that
is to say-

a. any office to which section 79 of this Constdantapplies;

b. the office of Attorney-General,

c. the office of Director of Public Prosecutions;

d. the office of Director of Audit;

e. any office to which section 83 of this Constantapplies: or

f. any office in the Police Force.

(4) No person shall be appointed under this sec¢tipar to act in, any office on the
Governor-General's personal staff except eith tmearrence of the Governor-General,
acting in his own deliberate judgment.

(5) Before any of the powers conferred by thisisacire exercised by the Public Service
Commission or any other person or authority intretato the Clerk of the House or a
member of his staff, the Commission or that pemoauthority shall consult with the
Speaker.

(6) Before the Public Service Commission or anyepfferson exercises any power under
this section to appoint to, or to act in, any pablifice any person who holds or is acting
in any office the power to make appointments tochhs vested by this Constitution in
the Governor-General acting in accordance withatihace of the Judicial and Legal
Services Commission, the Public Service Commissidhat person shall consult with
the Judicial and Legal Services Commission.

(7) A public officer shall not be removed from afior subjected to any other
punishment under this section on the grounds ofaahylone or omitted by him in the

exercise of a judicial function conferred on himess the Judicial and Legal Services
Commission concurs therein.

PART 2
APPOINTMENTS, ETC., TO PARTICULAR OFFICES

Appointment, etc., permanent secretaries and certaiother officers.



79.(1) This section applies to the offices of Seaneta the Cabinet, permanent
secretary, head of a department of government,tdéymad of a department of
government,any office of a chief professional aevie a department of government and
any office for the time being designated by the @wssion, after consultation with the
Prime Minister, as an office the holders of whicé gequired to reside outside Saint
Vincent for the proper discharge of the functiona® an officer in Saint Vincent whose
function related to external affairs.

(2) The power to appoint persons to hold or taradffices to which this section applies
(including the power to confirm appointments),asubject to the provisions of section
87 of this Constitution, the power to exercise igiieary control over persons holding or
acting in such offices and the power to remove fe&kons from office shall vest in the
Governor-General, acting in accordance whit thecadef the Public Service
Commission:

Provided that-

a. the power to appoint a person to hold or aeninffice of a permanent secretary on
transfer from another such office carrying the saalary shall vest in the Governor-
General, acting in accordance with the advice efRime Minister;

b. before the Public Service Commission tenderscado the Governor_General with
this section applies (other than an appointmeantoffice of permanent secretary on
transfer form another such office carrying the saalary) it shall consult with the Prime
Minister signifies his objection to the appointmehany person to the office, the
Commission shall not advise the Governor-generapfmint that person;

c. in relation to any office of Ambassador, Highn@uissioner or other principal
representative or Saint Vincent in any other couatraccredited to any international
organization the Governor-General shall act in ed@ace with the advice of the Prime
Minister, who shall, before tendering any such eevn respect of any person who holds
any public office to which appointments are madehgyGovernor-General on the advice
of or after consultation with some other persoawthority, consult that person or
authority.

(3) References in this section to a departmenbeégment shall not include the office
of the Governor-General, the department of therAdg-General, the department of the
Director of Public Prosecutions, the departmerthefDirector of Audit, the department
of the Clerk of the House or the Police Force.

Attorney General when a public officer.

80.(1) The power to appoint a person to hold or athéoffice of Attorney-General at
any time when it is a public office and, subjectie provisions of section 63(5) of this



Constitution, the power to remove the Attorney-Gah&om office at any such time
shall vest in the Governor-General, acting in adaoce with the advice of the Judicial
and Legal Services Commission.

(2) Before tendering advice with respect to theoamonent of any person to a hold or act
in the office of Attorney-General the Judicial drebal Services Commission shall
consult with the Prime Minister.

Director of Public Prosecutions.

81.(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall bpapted by the Governor-General,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Jutlanal Legal Service Commission.

(2) If the office of Director of Public Prosecut®rs vacant of if the holder or that office
is for any reason unable to exercise the functadrss office, the Governor-General,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Jutlanma Legal Services Commission, may
appoint a person to act as Director.

(3) A person shall not be qualified to be appoiritetiold the office of Director of Public
Prosecutions unless he holds one of specified fipeions and has held one or other of
those qualifications for a total period of not l&san five years.

(4) A person appointed to act in the office of Btag of Public Prosecutions shall,
subject to the provisions of subsections (5), @)and (9) of this section, cease so to act-

a. when a person is appointed to hold that offrwk fleas assumed the functions thereof
or, as the case may be, when the person in whase pk is acting resumes the functions
of that office; or

b. at such earlier time as may be prescribed byettmes of his appointment.

(5) Subject to the provisions of subsection (7)hig section, the Director of Public
Prosecutions shall vacate his office when he attiia prescribed age.

(6) A person holding the office of Director of PighlProsecutions may be removed from
office only for inability to exercise the function$ his office (whether arising from
infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or foisbehavior and shall not be so
removed except in accordance with the provisiorkisfsection.

(7) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall bmeged from office by the Governor-
General if the question of his removal from offles been referred to a tribunal
appointed under subsection (8) of this sectionthadribunal has recommended to the
Governor-General that he ought to be removed falvility as aforesaid or for
misbehavior.



(8) If the Prime Minister or the chairmen of thelitual and Legal Services Commission
represents to the Governor-General that he oudb# tavestigated, then-

a. the Governor-General shall appoint a tribunattvishall consist of a chairman and
not less than two other members, selected by thef Qhstice from among persons who
hold or have held office as a judge of a court hgwinlimited jurisdiction in civil and
criminal matters in some part of the Commonweaitth oourt having jurisdiction in
appeals from such a court; and

b. the tribunal shall enquire into the matter agplrt on the facts thereof to the
Governor-General and recommend to him whether thecior ought to be removed
under this section.

(9) If the question of removing the Director of Hali’rosecutions has been referred to a
tribunal under this section, the Governor-Genexeting in accordance with the advice of
the Judicial and Legal Services Commission, mapesus the Director from the exercise
of the functions of his office and any such susgsmmay at any time be revoked by the
Governor -General acting in accordance with suaticadas aforesaid, and shall in any
case cease to have effect if the tribunal recoms&mthe Governor-General that the
Director Should not be removed.

(10) The prescribed age for the purposes of suiose) of this section is the age of
fifty-five years or such other age as may be pibedrby Parliament:

provided that any law enacted by Parliament, tcetttent to which it alters the
prescribed age after a person has been appointexidoto act as Director of Public
Prosecutions, shall not have effect in relatiothtd person unless he consents that it
should have effect.

Director of Audit.

82.(1) The Director of Audit shall be appointed bg tBovernor-General, acting
accordance with the advice of the Public Servicem@gssion.

(2) If the office of Director of Audit is vacant drthe holder of that office is for any
reason unable to exercise the functions of hiseffihe Governor-General, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Public Servicem@gssion, may appoint a person to
act as Director.

(3) Before tendering advice for the purposes oksuation (1) or subsection (2) of this
section, the Public Service Commission shall cansith the Prime Minister.

(4) A person appointed to act in the office of @i of Audit shall, subject to the
provisions of subsection (5), (7), (8) and (9)lostsection case to act-



a. when a person is appointed to hold that offrwk fleas assumed the functions thereof
or, as the case may be, when the person in whase pk is acting resumes the functions
of that office, or

b. at such earlier time as may be prescribed byettmes of his appointment.

(5) Subject to the provisions of subsections (Ahdf section the Director of Audit shall
vacate his office when he attains the prescribed ag

(6) A person holding the office of Director of Aadnay be removed from office only for
inability to exercise the functions of his officgh{ether arising from infirmity of body or
mind or any other cause) or for misbehavior andl siod be so removed except in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

(7) The Director of Audit shall be removed formio#f by the Governor-General of the
guestion of his removal from office has been ref@éo a tribunal appointed under
subsection (8) of this section and the tribunalrea@mmended to the Governor-General
that he ought to be removed for inability as afai@®r for misbehavior.

(8) If the Prime Minister or the chairman of thebRa Service Commission represents to
the Governor-General that the section and thenieabhas recommended to the
Governor-General that the question of removingDhiector of Audit under this section
ought to be investigate-

a. the Governor-General shall appoint a tribunattvishall consist of a chairman and
not less than two other members selected by thef Gbstice from among persons who
hold or have held office as a judge of a Court hgvinlimited jurisdiction in civil and
criminal matters in some part of the Commonweaitth oourt having jurisdiction in
appeals from such a court; and

b. the tribunal shall enquire into the matter agplrt on the facts thereof to the
Governor-General and recommend to him whether thecior ought to be removed
under this section.

(9) If the question of removing the Director of Auldas been referred to a tribunal under
this section, the Governor-General, acting in atance with the advice of the Public
Service Commission, may suspend the Director ofitAtmin the exercise of the
functions of his office and any such suspension atany time be revoked by the
Governor-General acting in accordance with suchcadss aforesaid, and shall in any
case cease to have effect if the tribunal recommémthe Governor-General that the
Director should not be removed.

(10) The prescribed age for the purposes of suilose) of this sections the age of fifty-
five or such other age as may be prescribed byaRseht:



Provided that any law enacted by Parliament, te#ttent to which it alters the
prescribed age after a person has been appointeidoto act as Director of Audit,shall
not have effect in relation to that person unlessdnsents that it should have effect.

Appointment, etc.,of magistrates registrars and legl officers.

83.(1) This section applies to the offices of magistraegistrar of the High Court and
assistant registrar of the High Court and to arylipwffice in the department of the
Attorney-General (other than the public office dfgkney-General) of the department of
the Director of Public Prosecutions (other thandfiiee of Director) for appointment to
which persons are required to hold one or othéhetpecified qualifications.

(2) The power to appoint persons to hold or adffites to which this section applies
(including the power to confirm appointments) asubject to the provisions of section
87 of this Constitution, the power to exercise igiicary control over persons holding or
acting in such offices and the power to remove fe&kons from office shall vest in the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with thecedef the Judicial and Legal
Services Commission.

PART 3
THE POLICE
Police Service Commission.

84.(1) There shall be a Police Service CommissiorStint Vincent which shall consist
of-

a. the chairman of the Public Service Commission;

b. one member appointed by the Governor-Gener@hgainn accordance with the advice
of the Prime Minister tendered after the Prime Igli@i has consulted the Saint Vincent
Police Welfare Association (or, if that associato@ases to exist such, body representing
the interests of police officers as the Prime Mgrisnay determine); and

c. the member or members of the Public Service Cissiom appointed under paragraph
(c.) of section 77(1) of this Constitution.

(2) The Provision of subsections (2) to (8) (incle¥ and (11) of section 77 of this
Constitution shall apply in relation to the membéthe Police Service Commission
referred to in paragraph (b.) of subsection (Ithaf section as they apply in relation to a
member of the Public Service Commission.



(3) The member of the Public Service Commissiortifertime being performing the
functions of the chairman of that Commission spalform the functions of the chairman
of the Police Service Commission.

(4) Any person for the time being authorized toat member of the Public Service
Commission under section 77(10) of this Constitutiother than a person so authorized
on account o the inability of the member of the @Gassion appointed under section
77(1)(b.) of this Constitution) shall act as a memaf the Police Service Commission.

(5) If at any time the member of the Commissionaapied under paragraph (b.) of
subsection (1) of this section is for any reasomblento exercise the functions of his
office, the Governor-General, acting in accordanitk the advice of the Prime Minister,
may appoint a person who is qualified to be appoirts a member of the Commission to
act as a member, and any person so appointedssigdict to the provisions of
subsection (2) of this section, continue to actl tim holder of the office has resumed
his function or until his appointment to act hasibeevoked by the Governor-General,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Primeisdter.

(6) The Commission shall, in the exercise of itsctions under his Constitution, not be
subject to the direction or control of any othersoa or authority.

(7) The Commission may by regulation or otherwesgutate its own procedure and, with
the consent of the Prime Minister, may confer pewgrimpose duties on any public
officer or on any authority of the Government floe fpurpose of the exercise of its
functions.

(8) The Commission may, subject to its rules otcprure, act notwithstanding any
vacancy in its membership or the absence of anybeeand its proceedings shall not be
invalidated by the presence or participation of pagson not entitled to be present at or
to participate in those proceedings;

provided that any decision of the Commission stegjlired the concurrence of a
majority of all its members.

Police Force.

85. (1) The power to appoint a person to hold or a¢he office of Commissioner of
Police or Deputy Commissioner of Police and , sttifje the provisions of section 87 of
this Constitution, the Power to remove the Comnoissi or Deputy Commissioner form
office shall vest in the Governor-General, actimgccordance with the advice of the
Police Service Commission:

Provided that before the Commission tenders adweitlke Governor-General with
respect to the appointment of any person to hadftfice of Commissioner or Deputy



Commissioner the Commission shall consult withRhiene Minister and if the Prime
Minister signifies his objection to the appointmehtiny person to the office the
Commission shall not advise the Governor-Generapgmint that person.

(2) The power to appoint persons to hold or adffites in the Police Force below the
rank of Deputy Commissioner of Police but abovertrk of Sergeant (including the
power to confirm appointments), and, subject toptwvisions of section 87 of this
Constitution, the power to exercise disciplinarpttol over persons holding or acting in
such offices and the power to remove such persons dffice shall vest in the Police
Service Commission.

(3) The power to appoint persons to hold or adffites in the Police Force of below the
rank of Sergeant (including the power to confirpp@ptments), and, subject to the
provisions of section 87 of this Constitution, raver to exercise disciplinary control
over persons holding or acting in such offices tnedpower to remove such persons
from office shall vest in the Commissioner of Pelic

(4) The Commissioner of Police may, by directiongg in such manner as he thinks fit
and subject to such conditions as he thinks fiegke any of his powers under
subsection (3) of this section other than the paweemove from office or reduce in
rank, to any other member of the Police Force.

(5) A police officer shall not be removed from a#ior subjected to any other
punishment under this section on the grounds ofs@hylone or omitted by him in the
exercise of any judicial function conferred on hinless the Judicial and Legal Services
Commission concurs therein.

(6) In this section references to the rank of Sangehall, if the ranks within the Police
Force are altered (whether in consequence of thrgaaization or replacement of an
existing part of the Force or the creation of adithal part), be construed as references
to such rank or ranks as may be specified by thied’Service Commission by order
published in the Official Gazette, being a rankamks that in the opinion of the
Commission most nearly correspond to the rank ofé&mt as it existed before the
alteration.

PART 4

THE PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD OF APPEAL

Public Service Board of Appeal.

86.(1) There shall be a Public Service Board of Appeabaint Vincent (hereinafter in

this section and in section 87 of this Constitutieferred to as the Board) which shall
consist of-



a. one member appointed by the Governor-Genettahgaia his own deliberate
judgment, who shall be chairmen,;

b. one member appointed by the Governor-Genert@hgaio his own deliberate
judgment, who shall be chairman,;

c. one member appointed by the Governor-Generialggpict accordance with the advice
of the Civil Service Association (or such other p@d may be determined under
paragraph (i) of the proviso to section 77(1) a$ thonstitution), and

d. one member appointed by the Governor-Generahgai accordance with the advice
of the Saint Vincent Police Welfare Association gach other body as may be
determined under paragraph (b.) of the provisettien 84(1) of this Constitution).

(2) A person shall not be qualified to be appoirdech member of the Board if-

a. he is, or has at any time during the periodvef years immediately preceding his
appointment been, a member of the House;

b. he is or has at any time during that period peeminated as a candidate for election
as a Representative; or

c. he is, or has at any time during that periochbd®e holder of an office in any political
organization that sponsors or otherwise supportat has at any time sponsored or
otherwise supported, a candidate for electionRe@esentative or a member of any
local government authority.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, diffece of a member of the Board shall
become vacant-

a. at the expiration of two years from the datkisfappointment; or

b. if any circumstances arise that, if he wereanotember of the Board, would cause him
to be disqualified to be appointed as such undesesttion (2) of this section.

(4) A member of the Board may be removed from effialy for inability to exercise the
functions of his office (whether arising from infiity of body or mind or any other
cause) or for misbehavior and shall not be so re@xcept in accordance with the
provisions of this section.

(5) A member of the Board shall be removed fronicefby the Governor-General if the
guestion of his removal from office has been ref@o a tribunal appointed under
subsection (6) of this section and the tribunaldreaemmended to the Governor-General
that he ought to be removed from office for indapias aforesaid or for misbehavior.



(6) If the Governor-General considers that the @oe®f removing a member of the
Board under this section ought to be investigatesh-

a. the Governor-General shall appoint a tribunattvshall consist of a chairman and
not less than two other members, selected by thef Qhstice from among persons who
hold or have held office as a judge of a court hgwinlimited jurisdiction in civil and
criminal matters in some part of the Commonweattbfa court having jurisdiction in
appeals from such a court; and

b. the tribunal shall enquire into the matter agplrt on the facts thereof to the
Governor-General and recommend to him whether #m@lper ought to be removed
under this section.

(7) If the question of removing a member of the Bldaas been referred to a tribunal
under this section, the Governor-General may subkget member from the exercise of
the functions of his office and any such suspensiag at any time be revoked by the
Governor-General and shall in any case cease ® éféect if the tribunal recommends
to the Governor-General that member should noeb®ved.

(8) If at any time any member of the Board is foy aason unable to exercise the
functions of his office, the Governor-General mapaint a person who is qualified to be
appointed as a member of the Board to act as a ewitd any person so appointed
shall, subject to the provisions of subsectionof3his section, continue to act until the
holder thereof has resumed his functions or umgiblppointment to act has been revoked
by the Governor-General.

(9) In the exercise of the powers conferred upom Iy subsections (6),(7) and (8) of this
section the Governor-General shall, in the caseraember of the Board appointed
under paragraph (b.) of subsection (1) of thisisectct in accordance with the advice of
the Prime Minister and shall in any other caserahis own deliberate judgment.

(10) The Board shall in the exercise of its funesiander this Constitution, not be
subject to the direction or control of ny othergmar or authority.

Appeals in discipline cases.
87.(1) This section applies to-

a. any decision of the Governor-General, actingcicordance with the advice of the
public Service Commission, or any decision of thélle Service Commission, to
remove a public officer from office or to exercdigciplinary control over a public
officer (including a decision made on appeal francanfirming a decision of any person
to whom powers are delegated under section 78@)i®fConstitution):



b. any decision of any person to whom powers alegdéed under section 78 (2) of this
Constitution to remove a public officer from offioe to exercise disciplinary control
over a public officer (not being a decision whistsubject to appeal to or confirmation
by the Public Service Commission);

c. any decision of the Public Service Commissiogite such concurrence as is required
by section 89(1) or (2) of this Constitution inagbn to the refusal, withholding,
reduction in amount or suspending of any pensi@mefits in respect of an officer's
service as a public officer; or

d. any decision of the Governor-General, actingdoordance with the advice of the
Police Service Commission, to remove the Commigsioh Police or the Deputy
Commissioner of Police from office or any decisadrihe Police Service Commission to
remove a member of the Police Force from officeoaxercise disciplinary control over
such a member under section 85(2) of this Conititut

e. if it is so provided by Parliament, any decistdnthe Commissioner of Police under
subsection (3) of section 85 of this Constitutionof a person to whom powers are
delegated under subsection(4) of that sectiorertwre a police officer from office or to
exercise disciplinary control over a police officer

f. such decisions with respect to the disciplin@my military, naval or air force of Saint
Vincent as may be prescribed by Parliament.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, ppeal shall lie to the Board from any
decision to which this section applies at the imstaof the public officer, police officer
or member of the naval, military or air force ispect of whom the decision is made:

Provided that in the case of any such decisios esférred to in subsection (1)(e.) of this
section an appeal shall lie in the first instarccehe Police Service Commission shall
have the like powers as are conferred on the Bimaglibsection (3) of this section.

(3) Under an appeal under this section the Boargaffam or ser aside the decision
appealed against or may make any other decisiochwhe authority or person from
whom the appeal lies could have made.

(4) Every decision of the Board shall require tbaaurrence of a majority of all the
members of the Board entitled to participate fer parpose of making the decision.

(5) The member of the Public Service Board of Apagaointed under paragraph (d) of
section 86(1) of this Constitution shall not beitked to participate as a member in
proceedings of the Board for the purpose of heanmydetermining appeals from
decisions mentioned in paragraphs (a),(b) and Bs)lssection (1) of this section or of
making regulations under subsection (6)(b) of f{dhs section with respective to the
procedure in such appeals or exceeding any suésiatex from the provisions of the said
subsection(1); and the member of the Board appbumeler paragraph (c) of section



86(1) of this Constitution shall not be entitledoarticipate as a member in proceedings
of the Board for the purpose of hearing and deteimgiappeals from decisions
mentioned in paragraph (d) of subsection (1) ossabon (2) of this section or of
making regulation under subsection (6)(b) or (chas section with respect to the
procedure in such appeals or excepting any sudkides from the provisions of the said
subsection (1).

(6) Subject to the provision of subsection (5)h$ tsection, the Board may by regulation
make provisions for-

a. the procedure of the Board;
b. the procedure in appeals under this section; or

c. excepting from the provisions of subsectionafithis section decisions in respect of
public officers holding offices whose emolumentsnid exceed such sum as may be
prescribed by the regulations or such decisiorex@cise disciplinary control, other than
decisions to remove from office, as may be so pitesd.

(7) Regulations made under this section may, viighconsent of the Prime Minister,
confer powers or impose duties on any public offaxeany authority of the Government
for the purpose of the exercise of the functionthefBoard.

(8) The Board may, subject to the provisions o gection and to its rules of procedure,
act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membershifhe absence of any member and its
proceedings shall not be invalidate by the presengarticipation of any person not
entlited to be present at or to participate in ¢hpsoceedings.

PART 5

PENSIONS

Pensions laws and protection of pensions rights.

88.(1) The law to be applied with respect to any pemsibenefits that were granted to
any person before the commencement of this Cotistitshall be the law that was in
force at the date on which those benefits weretgdaor any law in force at a later date

that is not less favorable to that person.

(2) The law to be applied with respect to any pemsibenefits (not being benefits to
which subsection (1) of this section applies) shall

a. in so far as those benefits are wholly in respea period of service as a judge or
officer of the Supreme Court or a public officeraomember of the House of Assembly



that commenced before the commencement of thistfutitm, be the law that was in
force at such commencement; and

b. in so far as those benefits are wholly or partlsespect of a period of service as a
judge or officer of the Supreme Court or a pubfitcer or a member of the House of
Assembly that commenced after the commencemehioConstitution, be the law in
force on the date on which that period of servimamenced.

or any law in force at a later date that is nos$ lasorable to that person.

(3) Where a person is entitled to exercise an amsto which of two or more laws shall
apply in his case, the law for which he opts stalthe purposes of this section, be
deemed to be more favorable to him than the o#veolr laws.

(4) All pensions benefits shall (except to the ektbat they are by law charged upon and
duly paid out of some other fund) be a charge enGbnsolidated Fund.

(5) In this section "pensions benefits" means amspns, compensation, gratuities or
other like allowances for persons in respect of thervice as members of the House,
judges or officers of the Supreme Court or pubffccers or for the windows, children,
dependants or personal representatives of suchrzeirs respect of such service.

(6) References in this section to the law with ee$po pensions benefits include (without
prejudice to their generality) references to tive lagulating the circumstances in which
such benefits may be granted or in which the goéstich benefits may be refused, the
law regulating the circumstances in which any dumhefits that have been granted may
be withheld, reduce in amount or suspended anththeegulating the amount of any
such benefits.

Power to withhold pensions, etc.

89. (1) Where under any law any person or authorityehdscretion-

a. to decide whether or not any pension benefa#l bk granted; or

b. to withhold, reduce in amount or suspend anh iemefits that have been granted,
those benefits shall be granted and may not behelith reduced in amount or suspended
unless the Public Service Commission concurs imghesal to grant the benefits or, as
the case may be, in the decisions to withhold thredhjce them in amount or suspend

them.

(2) Where the amount of any pensions benefitsrttegt be granted to any person is not
fixed by law, the amount of the benefits to be ¢gdrto him shall be the greatest amount



for which he is eligible unless the Public Serd@@mmission concurs in his being
granted benefits of a smaller amount.

(3) The Public Service Commission shall not conmudter subsection (1) or subsection
(2) of this section in any action taken in the grdthat any person who holds or has held
the office of judge of the Supreme Court, DirecbPublic Prosecutions or Director of
Audit has been guilty of misbehavior in that officeless he has been removed from that
office by reason of such misbehavior.

(4) Before the Public Service Commission concudenrsubsection (1) or subsection (2)
of this section in any action taken on the grourat ainy person who holds or has held
any office to which, at the time of such actiorgtem 83 of this Constitution applies has
been guilty of misbehavior in that office, the Ral8ervice Commission shall consult the
Judicial and Legal Services Commission.

(5) In this section "pensions benefits" means amspns, compensation, gratuities or
other like allowances for persons in respect of thervice as judge or officer of the

Supreme Court or public officers or for the widowsildren, dependants or personal
representatives of such persons in respect of Sersice.

CHAPTER VII

CITIZENSHIP

Persons who become citizens on 27th October 1979.

90. (1) Every person who, having been born in Sainc¥it, is immediately before the
commencement of this Constitution a citizen oflthmited Kingdom and Colonies shall

become a citizen at such commencement.

(2) Every person who, immediately before the comrearent of this Constitution, is a
citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies-

a. having become such a citizen under the Britiatiadality Act 1948 (a) by virtue of
this having been naturalized in Saint Vincent &siish subject before that Act came
into force; or

b. having while resident in Saint Vincent becomehsa citizen by virtue of his having
been naturalized or registered under that Act,

shall become a citizen at such commencement.

(3) Every person who, having been born outsidetSanctent, is immediately before the
commencement of this Constitution a citizen ofthiéted Kingdom and Colonies shall,



if his father or mother becomes, or would but figrdheath or the renunciation of his
citizenship of the United Kingdom and Colonies hheeome,a citizen by virtue of
subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this secti@tdme a citizen at such commencement.

(4) Every woman who, having been married to a pevglao becomes, or but for his
death or the renunciation of his citizenship of theted Kingdom and Colonies would
have become, a citizen by virtue of subsection(@)er (3) of this section, is a citizen of
the United Kingdom and Colonies immediately befitwe commencement of this
Constitution shall become a citizen at such commemnt.

Persons born in Saint Vincent on or after 27th Octber 1979.

91.Every person born in Saint Vincent after the comeoeement of this Constitution shall
become a citizen at the date of his birth:

Provided that a person shall not become a citizevirtue of this section if at the time of
his birth-

a. neither of his parents is a citizen of Saintcémt and his father or mother possesses
such immunity from suit and legal process as i9@=d to the envoy of a foreign
sovereign power accredited to Saint Vincent; or

b. his father is a citizen of a country with whi8hint Vincent is at war and the birth
occurs in a place then under occupation by thattrgu

Persons born outside Saint Vincent on or after 27tkoctober 1979.

92. A person born outside Saint Vincent after the comeeenent of this Constitution
shall become a citizen at the date of his birthtithat date, his father or mother is a
citizen otherwise than by virtue of this sectiorsection 90(3) of this Constitution.

Registration.

93.(1) The following persons shall be entitled, upaaking application, to be registered
as citizens-

a. any woman who is married to a citizen or wholleen married to a person who, at
any time during the period during which they werarned to each other, was a citizen;

b. any person who, being a Commonwealth citizewydinarily resident in Saint Vincent
at the commencement of this Constitution, havirgnbso resident for the period of seven
years immediately preceding such commencement;



c. any person who, having been a citizen, has resezlihis citizenship in order to qualify
for the acquisition or retention of the citizensbianother country;

d. any person who, but for having renounced higeasiship of the United Kingdom and
Colonies in order to qualify for the acquisitionretention of the citizenship of another
country, would have become a citizen at the commer@ent of this Constitution;

e. any woman who is married to any such persos agentioned in paragraph (b), (c) or
(d) of this subsection or who was married to a@emho, at any time during the period
during which they were married to each other, wetled to be registered as a citizen
under any such paragraph;

f. any woman who, before the commencement of tlissGtution, has been married to a
person-

i) who becomes a citizen by virtue of section 9@ha$ Constitution; or

i) who having died before such commencement, wauildfor his death have become a
citizen by virtue of that section,

but whose marriage has been terminated by deatissolution before such
commencement.

(2) The following persons shall be entitled, upcaking application, to be registered as
citizens.

a. any man who is married to a citizen or who heentmarried to a person who, at any
time during the period during which they were nerio each other, was a citizen;

b. any person who, being a Commonwealth citizeangfor seven years previous to his
application has been ordinarily resident in Saimcént;

c. any man who is married to any such person aigioned in paragraph (b), (c) or (d)
of subsection (1) of this section or who was mdrt@a person who, at any time during
the period during which they were married to eaitleig was entitled to apply to be
registered as a citizen under any such paragraph;

d. any person under the age of twenty-one yearsisvtiee stepchild or child adopted in a
manner recognized by law of a citizen or is théd;tstepchild or child so adopted of a
person who is or would but for his death have lesditled to be registered as a citizen
under subsection (1) of this section:

Provided that if it is so provided by Parliamentagaplication for registration as a citizen
under his subsection may, in such circumstancesagsbe prescribed by Parliament in
the interests of defence, public safety or publdeo, be refused by the Minister



responsible for the matter in any case in whickshsatisfied that there are reasonable
grounds for refusing the applications.

(3) An application under this section shall be misdguch manner as may be prescribed,
as respects that application, by or under a lawtedaby Parliament and, in the case of a
person to whom subsection (2) (d) of this sectigplias, it shall be made on his behalf
by his parent or guardian:

Provided that, if any such person is or has beemi@dahe may make the application
himself.

(4) Every person who, being a British protectedsper an alien or, of it is so prescribed
by Parliament, a citizen of any country within themmonwealth not forming part of

Her Majesty's dominions and having reached theohg®enty-one years, applies for
registration under this section shall, before sedistration, take the oath of allegiance.

Acquisition deprivation and renunciation.
94.There shall be such provisions as may be made iibaiRant for-

a. the acquisition of citizenship by persons wieraot eligible or who are no longer
eligible to become citizens under the provisionghed Chapter:

b. depriving of his citizenship any person who Steen otherwise than by virtue of
section 90, 91 or 92 of this Constitution;

c. the renunciation by any person of his citizepshi
Interpretation.
95.(1) In this Chapter-

"alien" means a person who is not a Commonwediired, a British protected person or
a citizen of the Republic of Ireland;

"British protected person” means a person whoBsteah protected person for the
purposes of the British Nationality Act 1948;

"the British Nationality Act 1948" includes any Aat the Parliament of the United
Kingdom altering that Act;

"father” in relation to a child born out of wedloakd not legitimated includes a person
who acknowledges and can show that he is the fafttee child.



(2) For the purposes of this Chapter, a person Gboard a registered ship or aircraft, or
aboard an unregistered ship or aircraft of the @awent of any country, shall be
deemed to have been born in the place in whiclshigor aircraft was registered or, as
the case may be, in that country.

(3) Any reference in this Chapter to the natiotalus of the father of a person at the
time of that person's birth shall, in relation tpeason born after the death of his father,
be construed as a reference to the national stathe father at the time of the father's
death; and where that death occurred before thenemmement of this Constitution and
the birth occurred after such commencement themaltstatus that the father would
have had if he had died immediately after such cemsament shall be deemed to be his
national status at the time of his death.

CHAPTER VIII
JUDICIAL PROVISIONS
Original jurisdiction of High Court in constitution al questions.

96. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 22(2),83@81), 102(2) and 105(10) of this
Constitution, any person who alleges that any gious of this Constitution (other than a
provision of Chapter 1 thereof) has been or isdgpeontravened may, if he has a relevant
interest, apply to the High Court for a declarato for relief under this section.

(2) The High Court shall have jurisdiction on amplgation made under this section to
determine whether any provision of this Constitutfother than a provision of Chapter 1
thereof) has been or is being contravened and ke maleclaration accordingly.

(3) Where the High Court makes a declaration utidsrsection that a provision of this
Constitution has been or is being contravened la@géerson on whose application the
declaration is made has also applied for relief,High Court may grant to that person
such remedy as it considers appropriate, beinghadyg available generally under any
law in proceedings in the High Court.

(4) The Chief Justice may make rules with respethé practice and procedure of the
High Court in relation to the jurisdiction and paweonferred on the Court by or under
this section, including provisions with respecttte time within which any application
under this section may be made.

(5) A person shall be regarded as having a relangariest for the purpose of an
application under this section only if the contraten of this Constitution alleged by
him is such as to affect his interests.



(6) The rights conferred on a person by this sadtoapply for a declaration and relief in
respect of an alleged contravention of this Caumtsbih shall be in addition to any other
action in respect of the same matter that may béadote to that person under any law.

(7) Nothing in this section shall confer jurisdastion the High Court to hear or
determine any such question as is referred todtisse36 of this Constitution.

Reference of constitutional question to High Court.

97.(1) Where any question as to the interpretatiothisf Constitution arises in any court
of law established for Saint Vincent (other thaa @ourt of Appeal, the High Court or a

court martial) and the court is of opinion that theestion involves a substantial question
of law, the court shall refer the question to thgiHCourt.

(2) Where any question is referred to the High €oupursuance of this section, the
High Court shall give its decision upon the quesaad the court in which the question
arose shall dispose of the case in accordancethétidecision or, if the decisions is the
subject of an appeal to the Court of Appeal or &0 Majesty in Council, in accordance
with the decision of the Court of Appeal or, asthse may be, of Her Majesty in
Council.

Appeal to Court of Appeal.

98. Subject to the provisions of section 36 of this &duation, an appeal shall lie from
decisions of the High Court to the Court of Appaslof right in the following cases-

a. final decision in any civil or criminal proceads on questions as to the interpretation
of this Constitution;

b. final decisions given in exercise of the jurgddin conferred on the High Court by
section 16 of this Constitution (which relateshe enforcement of the fundamental
rights and freedoms); and

c. such other cases as may be prescribed by Parltam
Appeals to Her Majesty in Council.

99.(1) An appeal shall lie from decisions of the CafrAppeal to Her Majesty in
Council as of right in the following cases-

a. final decisions in any civil proceedings whédre matter in dispute on the appeal to
Her Majesty in Council is of the prescribed valueipwards or where the appeal
involves directly or indirectly a claim to or quiest respecting property or a right of the
prescribed value or upwards;



b. final decisions in proceedings for dissolutionswullity of marriage;

c. final decisions in any civil or criminal proceeds which involve a question as to the
interpretation of this Constitution; and

d. such other cases as may be prescribed by Parltam

(2) An appeal shall lie from decisions of the CafrAppeal to Her Majesty in Council
with the leave of the Court of Appeal in the foliongy cases-

a. decisions in any civil proceedings where indgpmion of the Court of Appeal the
guestion involve in the appeal is one that, byoeas its great general or pubic
importance or otherwise, ought to be submittedeo Majesty in Council; and

b. such other cases as may be prescribed by Partam

(3) An appeal shall lie to Her Majesty in Councitiwthe special leave of Her Majesty
from any decision of the Court of Appeal in anyilcor criminal matter.

(4) References in this section to decisions of@bart or Appeal shall be construed as
references to decisions of the Court of Appeakiereises of the jurisdiction conferred
by this Constitution or any other law.

(5) In this section the prescribed value meanyé#hee of fifteen hundred dollars or such
other value as may be prescribed by Parliament.

(6) This section shall be subject to the provisiohsection 36(7) of this Constitution.
Interpretation.
100.In this Chapter references to the contraventioangfprovisions or, to the

interpretation of, this Constitution shall be constl as including references to the
contravention of any provisions of, or the intetpt®n of, the Supreme Court Order.

CHAPTER IX

MISCELLANEOUS

Supreme law.

101.This Constitution is the supreme law of Saint Vimicand, subject to the provisions
of this Constitution, if any other law is incongist with this Constitution, this

Constitution shall prevail and the other law shallthe extent of the inconsistency, be
void.



Functions of Governor General.

102.(1) Any reference in this Constitution to the fuoos of the Governor-General shall
be construed as a reference to his powers as duties exercise of the executive
authority of Saint Vincent and to any other powand duties conferred or imposed on
him as Governor-General by or under this Constitutir any other law.

(2) Where by this Constitution the Governor-Genesaéquired to perform any functions
in accordance with the advice of any person oraith) the question whether the
Governor-General has so exercised that functiol sbebe enquired into in any court of
law.

Resignations.

103.(1) A Representative or a Senator may resign lasksewriting under his hand
addressed to the Speaker and the resignationtakeleffect, and the seat shall
accordingly become vacant, when the writing is ing as the case may be, by-

a. the Speaker;

b. if the office of Speaker is vacant or the Spea&kéor any reason unable to perform the
functions of his office and no other person is periing them, the Deputy Speaker; or

c. if the office of Deputy Speaker is for any reasmable to perform the functions of this
office as no other person is performing them, thexlCof the House.

(2) The Speaker or the Deputy Speaker may resgyoffice by writing under his hand
addressed to the House and the resignation skalkféect, and the office shall
accordingly become vacant, when the writing is ires by the Clerk of the House.

(3) Any person who has been appointed to an offstablished by this Constitution
(other than office to which subsection (1) or (Rjlos section applies) or any office of
Minister established under this Constitution magige that office by writing under his
hand addressed to the person or authority by whemds appointed and the resignation
shall take effect, and the office shall accordinghgzome vacant-

a. at such time or on such date (if any) as magpleeified in the writing, or

b. when the writing is received by the person dhauity to whom it is addressed or by
such other person as may be authorized to redgive i

whichever is the later:



Provided that the resignation may be withdrawn teefotakes effect if the person or
authority to whom the resignation is addressed@atisso its withdrawal.

Re-appointment and concurrent appointments.

104.(1) Where any person has vacated any office estaduliby this Constitution or any
office of Minister or Parliamentary Secretary efithted under this Constitution or any
office of Minister or Parliamentary Secretary e$died under this Constitution, he may,
if qualified, again be appointed or elected to hblak office in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution.

(2) Where this Constitution vests in any persoauhority the power to make any
appointment to any office, a person may be appditd¢hat office, notwithstanding that
some other person may be holding that office, whanhother person is on leave of
absence pending the relinquishment of the offiod;\@here two or more persons are
holding the same office by reason of an appointmeade in pursuance of this
subsection, then for the purposes of any functanferred upon the holder of that office,
the person last appointed shall be deemed to bsotkenolder of the office.
Interpretation.

105.(1) In this Constitution, unless the context otheearequires-

"citizen" means a citizen of Saint Vincent andizahship” shall be construed
accordingly;

"Commonwealth citizen" has such meaning as Parlmay prescribe;
"dollars" means dollars in the currency of Sainidént;

"financial year" means any period of twelve morkginning on 1st January in any year
or such other date as may be prescribed by law;

"the Government" means the Government of Saint&fitic

"the House" means the House of Assembly;

"law" means any law in force in Saint Vincent oy grart thereof, including any
instrument having the force of law and any unwnittele of law and "lawfully" shall be
construed accordingly;

"Minister" means a Minister of the Government;

"Parliament" means the Parliament of Saint Vincent;



"oath" includes affirmation;
"oath of allegiance"” means such oath of allegiascmay be prescribed by law;

"oath office” means, in relation to any office, Bumath for the due execution of that
office as may be prescribed by law;

"oath of secrecy" means such oath of secrecy asomayescribed by law;

"the Police Force" means the Royal Saint VincenicBd-orce and includes any other
police force established to succeed to the funstafrthe Royal Saint Vincent Police
Force;

"public office” means any office of emoluments e {public service;

"public officer" means a person holding or actingany public office;

"the public service" means , subject to the prawisiof this section, the service in a civil
capacity of the Government;

"Saint Vincent" means Saint Vincent as the Greres]in
"session” means, in relation to the House, theogdseginning when it first meets after
parliament has at any time been prorogued or diedand wading when Parliament is

prorogued or when Parliament is dissolved withawitng been prorogued;

"sitting" means, in relation to the House, the @érluring which it is sitting continuously
without adjournment as includes any period duritgctv it is in committee;

"Speaker" as "Deputy Speaker" mean the respectirsop holding office as Speaker and
Deputy Speaker of the House.

(2) In this Constitution referenced to an officelie public service shall not be construed
as including-

a. references to the office of the Speaker or Defpeaker, the Prime Minister or any
other Minister, a Parliamentary Secretary or a mamolbthe House;

b. references to the office of a member of any C@sion established by this
Constitution or a member of the Advisory Commitbeethe Prerogative of Mercy or a
member of the Public Service Board of Appeal;

c. references to the office of judge or officetlod Supreme Court;



d. save in so far as may be provided by Parlianmeférences to the office of a member
of any other council, board, panel, committee deosimilar body (whether incorporated
or not established by or under any law

(3) In this Constitution-

a. references to the Supreme Court Order inclueiedlances to any law altering that
Order;

b. references to the Supreme Court of Appeal, ilgh Bourt and the Judicial and Legal
Services Commission are references to the Supreyag,@he Court of Appeal, the High
Court and the Judicial and Legal Services Commmssgiablished by the Supreme Court
Order;

c. references to the Chief Justice have the sanaaintgpas in the Supreme Court Order;

d. references to judge of the Supreme Court aegartes to a judge of the High Court or
the Court of Appeal and, unless the context othewequires, include references to a
judge of the former Supreme Court of the Windwatdrids and Leeward Islands; and

e. references to officers of the Supreme Courteferences to the Chief Registrar and
other officers of the Supreme Court appointed utigeiSupreme Court Order.

(4) In this Constitution "the specified qualifiaatis” means the professional
gualifications specified by or under any law, ohevbich must be held by any person
before he may apply under that law to be admitvgoractice as a barrister or a solicitor
in Saint Vincent.

(5) For the purposed of this Constitution, a persioal not be regarded as holding an
office by reason only of the fact that he is ingipt of a pension or other like allowance.

(6) In this Constitution, unless the context otheearequires, a reference to the holder of
an office by the term designating his office shalconstrued as including, to the extent
of his authority, a reference to any person fortiime being authorized to exercise the
functions of that office.

(7) Except in the case where this Constitution fles for the holder of any office
thereunder to be such person holding or actingiynagher office as may for the time
being be designated in that behalf by some otherified person or authority, no person
may, without his consent, be nominated for electiany such office or be appointed to
or to act therein or otherwise be selected therefor

(8) References in this Constitution to the poweretmove a public officer from his office
shall be construed as including references to amyep conferred by any law to require
or permit that officer to retire from the publiagiee:



Provided that-

a. nothing in this subsection shall be construecbagerring on any person or authority
the power to require the Director of Audit to retfrom the public service; and

b. any power conferred by any law to permit a petsoretire from the public officer
who may be removed from office by some person traity other than a Commission
established by this Constitution, vest in the RuSkrvice Commission.

(9) Any provision in this Constitution that vestsany person or authority the power to
remove any public officer from his office shall Ww&hout prejudice to the power of any
person of authority to abolish any office or to &y providing for the compulsory
retirement of public officer generally or any claggublic officer on attaining an age
specified by or under that law.

(10) Where this Constitution vests in any persoaushority the power to appoint any
person to act in or to exercise the functions gf @ffice if the holder thereof is himself
unable to exercise those functions, no such appeint shall be called in question on the
grounds that the holder of the office was not uaablexercise those functions.

(11) No provision of this Constitution that any g@n or authority shall not be subject to
the direction or control of any other person ohauty in the exercise of any functions
under this Constitution shall be construed as pdeg a court of law from exercised in
relation to any question whether that person dnaity has exercised those functions in
accordance with this Constitution or any other law.

(12) Without prejudice to the provisions of sectighof the Interpretation Act 1978 (a)
(as plied by subsection (15) of this section), vehemy power is conferred by this
Constitution to make any order, regulation or igive any direction or make any
designation, the power shall be construed as inuuithe power, exercisable in like
manner and subject to the like conditions, if doyamend or revoke any such order,
regulation, rule, direction, or designation.

(13) Save as may be otherwise provided by Parlignies provisions (except sections 2
and 16) of the Commissions of Enquiry Ordinanc8aiht Vincent shall apply, with the
necessary adaptations, in relation to tribunal®eyed under sections 32(6), 77(7),
81(8), 82(8) and 86(6) of this Constitution or tlas context may require, to the members
thereof as they apply in relation to Commission€ommissioners appointed under that
Ordinance.

(14) In this Constitution references to altering tGonstitution or any other law, or any
provisions thereof, include references-

a. to evoking it, with or without re-enactment #aror the making of different
provisions in lieu thereof;



b. to modifying it whether by omitting or amendiagy of its provisions or inserting
additional provisions in it or otherwise; and

c. to suspending its operation for any period onteating any such suspension.
(15) The Interpretation Act 1978 shall apply, witle necessary adaptations, for the
purpose of interpreting this Constitution as othsewn relation thereto as it applies for

the purpose of interpreting and in relation to Aaftshe Parliament of the United
Kingdom.

THE SCHEDULE TO THE CONSTITUTION

ALTERATION OF CONSTITUTION AND SUPREME COURT ORDER
PART 1

Provisions of constitution referred to in section 8(3)

(i) Chapter 1;

(ii) sections 19, 20 and 50;

(iii) sections 23, 24(1), 27, 28, 32, 33 (excem tumber of constituencies), 34, 36, 37,
43, 47, 48 and 49;

(iv) section 64;

(v) Chapter V;

(vi) Chapter VI (except sections 86 as 87);
(vii) Chapter VIII;

(viii) section 105 in its application to any of tpeovisions mentioned in this Schedule.

PART 2
Provisions of Supreme Court Order referred to in setion 38(3)

Section 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 18 and 19.



SCHEDULE 2 TO THE ORDER
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
Arrangement of paragraphs

Paragraph

1. Discharge of Governor-General's functions

2. Existing laws

3. Parliament

4. Ministers as Parliamentary Secretaries

5. Office of Attorney-general

6. Existing public officers

7. Oaths

8. Supreme Court Order

9. Appeals Order

10. Protection from inhuman treatment

11. Protection from deprivation of property

12. Commonwealth citizen

13. Interpretation

Discharge of Governor-General's functions

1. Until such time as a person has assumed officeoasi@or-General, having been
appointed as such in accordance with section 18eo€onstitution, the person who
immediately before the commencement of the Cortstittheld office as Governor of
Saint Vincent (or, if there is no such person,gbeson who was then acting as Governor)
shall discharge the functions of the office of Gowe-General.



Existing laws.

2.(1) The existing laws shall, as from the commencagroéthe Constitution, be
construed with such modifications, adaptations|ificaions and exceptions as may be
necessary to bring them into conformity with then€tution and the Supreme Court
Order.

(2) Where any matter that falls to be prescribedtberwise provided for under the
Constitution by Parliament or by any other autlyooit person is prescribed or provided
for by or under an existing law (including any amerent to any such law made under
this section), that prescription or provision sha#l from the commencement of the
Constitution, have effect (with such modificatioadaptations, qualifications and
exceptions as may be necessary to bring it intéoconity with the Constitution and the
Supreme Court Order) as if it had been made um@eConstitution by Parliament or, as
the case may require, by the other authority osqer

(3) The Governor-General may by order made at iamgy before 27th October 1980
make such alterations to any existing law as magapto him to be necessary or
expedient for bringing that law into conformity Wwithe provisions of the Constitution
and the Supreme Court Order or otherwise for giefigct or enabling effect to be given
to those provisions.

(4) The provisions of this paragraph shall be witharejudice to any powers conferred
by the Constitution or by any other law upon angspe or authority to make provisions
for any matter, including the alteration of anystixig law.

(5) For the purposes of this paragraph, the expmresexisting law" means any Act
Ordinance, rule, regulation, order or other inseatmade in pursuance of or continued
in force by or under the Former Constitution anditg effect as a law immediately
before the commencement of the Constitution.

Parliament.

3. (1) Until their boundaries are altered in purswaatsection 33 of the Constitution, the
boundaries of the constituencies shall, for thgpsees of the election of Representatives,
be the same as those of the constituencies intchw$aint Vincent is divided

immediately before the commencement of the Contitdor the purpose of the election
of elected members of the House under the formestitation and those boundaries
shall be deemed to have been established undeseabtain.

(2) The persons who, immediately before the commeent of the Constitution, are
elected members of the House under the former @atish shall, as from the
commencement of the Constitution, be deemed to bega elected as Representative in
pursuance of the provisions of section 27 of thagfitution in the respective



constituencies corresponding to the constituerimyashich they were returned to the
House and shall hold their seats in the Housedoraance with the provisions of the
Constitution.

(3) The persons who, immediately before the commeent of the Constitution, are
nominated members of the House under the formest@otion shall vacate their seats in
the House at the commencement of the Constitutibrshall be eligible for appointment
as Senators in pursuance of the provisions of@e8 of the Constitution.

(4) The person who, immediately before the commerece of the Constitution, are
respectively the Speaker and the Deputy Speakethandeader of the Opposition shall
be deemed as from the commencement of the Coistitiat have been elected as
Speaker and Deputy Speaker or, as the case mapainted as Leader of the
Opposition in accordance with the provisions of @mstitution and shall hold office in
accordance with those provisions.

(5) Until Parliament otherwise provides, any peradr holds or acts in any office the
holding of which would, immediately before the coemement of the Constitution,

have disqualified him for membership of the Housdar section 26(2) of the former
Constitution shall be disqualified to be electeé &epresentative or appointed as a
Senator as though provision in that behalf had Ime&the in pursuance of section 26(2) of
the Constitution.

(6) The rules of procedure of the House underoh@mér Constitution as in force
immediately before the commencement of the Conritshall, until it is otherwise
provided by the House under section 45 of the Gtortisin, be the rule of procedure of
the House but they shall be construed with suchifcations, adaptations, qualifications
and exceptions as may be necessary to bring thencamformity with the Constitution.

(7) Subject to the provisions of section 48 of @enstitution, Parliament shall unless
sooner dissolved, stand dissolved on 2nd Janud&® (Bat is to say, five years from the
first sitting of the House after the last dissautof Parliament under the former
Constitution).

(8) For the purposes of section 33(3) of the Ctuistin, the Constituency Boundaries
Commission shall be deemed to have carried outiaweon 7th October 1972 (that is to
say, three years after the date of the last or@etenby the Commission under section 32
of the former Constitution).

(9) In relation to any period before the commenaetneéthe Constitution, references in

the Constitution to Representatives shall be coedtas references to elected members
of the House under the former Constitution.

Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries.



4. (1) The person who, immediately before the commeee of the Constitution, holds

the office of Premier under the former Constitutsbrall, as from the commencement of
the Constitution, hold office as Prime Ministerifdse had been appointed thereto under
section 51 of the Constitution.

(2) The person who, immediately before the commmeee of the Constitution, hold

office as Ministers (other than the Premier) oPadiamentary Secretaries under the
former Constitution shall, as from the commencenoétihe Constitution, hold the like
offices as if they had been appointed thereto uséetion 51 or 57 of the Constitution

(3) Any person holding the office of Prime Ministarother Minister by virtue of the
provisions of subparagraphs (1) as (2) of this grash who, immediately before the
commencement of the Constitution was charged uthésgiormer Constitution with
responsibility for any matter or any departmengavernment, shall, as from the
commencement of the Constitution, be deemed to beea assigned responsibility for
that matter or department under section 53 of thes@tution.

Office of Attorney-General

5. Until Parliament or, subject to the provisionsaal/ law enacted by Parliament, the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with thecadef the Prime Minister, otherwise
provides, the office of Attorney-General shall battof a Minister.

Existing public officers.

6. Subject to the provisions of the Constitution,rgy@erson who immediately before the
commencement of the Constitution holds or is adting public office under the former
Constitution shall, as from the commencement ofQbastitution, continue to hold or act
in that office or the corresponding office estdiid by the Constitution as if he had been
appointed thereto in accordance with the provisafrtee Constitution:

Provided that any person who under the former GQoitisih or any other law in force
immediately before such commencement would have beEgiired to vacate his office at
the expiration of any period shall vacate his @ffat the expiration of that period.

Oaths.

7. Until such time as the oath of allegiance, the @dtbecrecy or in relation to any
office, the oath of office is prescribed by lawatloath may be taken in the form
prescribed immediately before the commencemertteoConstitution.



Supreme Court Order.

8. The West Indies Associated States Supreme CoudrQ#&67(a), in so far as it has
effect as a law, may be cited as the Supreme @uaer and for the purposes of the
Order or any other law-

a. the Supreme Court established by the Order, slrdiss Parliament otherwise
provides, be styled the Eastern Caribbean Supresnet;Gnd

b. references in the Order to the Premier of Saimtent or to the Premier of any other
independent state shall be construed as referémtles Prime Minister of Saint Vincent
or, as the case may be, to the Prime Ministeratfather state.

Appeals Order.

9. The West Indies Associated States (Appeals to R2wyncil) Order 1967(b) may, in
its application to Saint Vincent, be cited as theEVincent Appeals to Privy Council

Order and shall to the extent that it has effe@ kv, have effect as if the expression
"Courts Order" included any law altering the Supegdourt Order and as if section 3

were revoked.

Protection from inhuman treatment.

10. Nothing contained in or done under he authoritgrof law shall be held to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of sectior thonstitution to the extent that the law
in question authorizes the infliction of any degtian of punishment that was lawful in
Saint Vincent immediately before 27th October 1@&£ng the date on which Saint
Vincent became an associated state).

Protection from deprivation of property.

11.Nothing in section 6 of the Constitution shall afféhe operation of any law in force
immediately before 27th October 1969 or any law enad or after that date that alters a
law in force immediately before that date and thads not-

a. add to the kinds of property that may be takessession of or the rights over and
interests in property that may be acquired;



b. make the conditions governing entitlement to gensation or the amount thereof less
favorable to any person owing or having an inteiresite property; or

c. deprive any person of any such right as is maetl in subsection (2) of that section.

Commonwealth citizen.

12.Until such time as Parliament otherwise prescritiesexpression "Commonwealth
citizen" shall have the meaning assigned to itieyBritish Nationality Act 1948 or any
Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom altgyithat Act.

Interpretation.
13.(2) In this Schedule-
"the Constitution" means the Constitution set aubchedule 1 of this Order;

"the former Constitution" means the Constitutioridrce immediately before the
commencement of this Order.

(2) The provisions of section 105 of the Constitntshall apply for the purposes of
interpreting this Schedule and otherwise in refatlitereto as they apply for the purpose
of interpreting as in relation to the Constitution.

EXPLANATORY NOTE (This Note is not part of the Order.)

This Order, which is made at the request and ghconsent of the Associated State of
Saint Vincent under section 5(4) of the West Indies 1967, provides a new
constitution for Saint Vincent upon its attainmehfully responsible government within
the Commonwealth with the style of association @hgVincent with the United
Kingdowm under the Act on 27th October 1979.

Source FuenteThe Saint Vincent Constitution Order 19Batutory Instruments 1979 No. 916 St.
Vincent. Printed by the Government Printer at tlow&@nment Prininting Office, Kingstown, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.
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