
 
 
 
 
 

Selected Documents Relevant to National Security 
and Counter-Terrorism 

 
This list, including weblinks that lead directly to the individual documents, is accessible 
in Refworld at http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid= 
4794c81c2. This list will be updated whenever necessary. 
 
 
I. UNHCR Documents 
 
A. General 
 
1. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, “Terrorism as a Global Phenomenon”, 

UNHCR presentation to the Joint Seminar of the Strategic Committee on 
Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum (SCIFA) and Committee on Article 36 
(CATS), 17 January 2008. 

 
2. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, “Preserving the Institution of Asylum and 

Refugee Protection in the context of Counter-Terrorism: the Problem of Terrorist 
Mobility”, Key Note Speech, 5th Special Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee with international, regional and subregional organizations, 29-31 
October 2007, Nairobi (Kenya). 

  
3. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, “Preserving the Institution of Asylum and 

Refugee Protection in the context of Counter-Terrorism: the Problem of Terrorist 
Mobility”, Background Paper submitted to 5th Special Meeting of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee with international, regional and subregional organizations, 
29-31 October 2007, Nairobi (Kenya). 

 
4. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Addressing Security Concerns Without 

Undermining Refugee Protection – UNHCR's Perspective, 29 November 2001. 
 
B. Exclusion 
 
5. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR Guidelines on the Application in 

Mass Influx Situations of the Exclusion Clauses of Article 1F of the 1951 
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, 7 February 2006. 

 
6. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR Note on the Impact of Security 

Council Resolution 1624 (2005) on the Application of Exclusion Under Article 1F 
of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 9 December 2005. 
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7. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Advisory Opinion From the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Regarding the 
International Standards for Exclusion From Refugee Status as Applied to Child 
Soldiers, 12 September 2005. 

 
8. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Guidelines on International Protection No. 

5: Application of the Exclusion Clauses: Article 1F of the 1951 Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees, HCR/GIP/03/05, 4 September 2003. 

 
9. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Background Note on the Application of 

the Exclusion Clauses: Article 1F of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees, 4 September 2003. 

 
C. Principle of non-refoulement 
 
10. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Advisory Opinion on the Extraterritorial 

Application of Non-Refoulement Obligations under the 1951 Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, 26 January 2007. 

 
11. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Advisory Opinion from the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on the Scope of the 
National Security Exception Under Article 33(2) of the 1951 Convention Relating 
to the Status of Refugees, 6 January 2006. 

 
12. “The Scope and Content of the Principle of Non-Refoulement: Opinion”, Sir Elihu 

Lauterpacht and Daniel Bethlehem, 20 June 2001, in “Refugee Protection in 
International Law: UNHCR’s Global Consultations on International 
Protection”, edited by Erika Feller, Volker Türk and Frances Nicholson, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge (2003). 

 
13. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Summary Conclusions on Non-

Refoulement (Cambridge Expert Roundtable, 9-10 July 2001), Global 
Consultations on International Protection/Second Track: 10 July 2001. 

 
14. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Manickavasagam Suresh (Appellant) and 

the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, the Attorney General of Canada 
(Respondents). Factum of the Intervenor, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (“UNHCR”), 8 March 2001. 

 
D. Asylum 
 
15. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Reception of Asylum-Seekers, Including 

Standards of Treatment, in the Context of Individual Asylum Systems, Global 
Consultations on International Protection/Third Track: EC/GC/01/17, 
4 September 2001. 

 
16. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Asylum Processes (Fair and Efficient 

Asylum Procedures), Global Consultations on International Protection/Third 
Track: EC/GC/01/12, 31 May 2001. 
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17. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR's Revised Guidelines on 
Applicable Criteria and Standards relating to the Detention of Asylum-Seekers, 
26 February 1999. 

 
18. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Handbook on Procedures and Criteria for 

Determining Refugee Status under the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol 
relating to the Status of Refugees, 1 January 1992. 

 
E. Cancellation 
 
19. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Note on the Cancellation of Refugee 

Status, 22 November 2004. 
 
F. Extradition 
 
20. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR Note on Diplomatic Assurances 

and International Refugee Protection, 10 August 2006. 
 
21. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, The Interface Between Extradition and 

Asylum, PPLA/2003/05, November 2003. 
 
G. Local Integration and Self-reliance 
 
22. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Local Integration and Self-Reliance, 

Standing Committee, 33rd Meeting, EC/55/SC/CRP.15, 2 June 2005. 
 
H. Travel Documents 
 
23. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Note on Travel Documents for Refugees, 

EC/SCP/10, 30 August 1978. 
 
I. European Union Context 
 
24. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Asylum in the European Union. A Study 

of the Implementation of the Qualification Directive, November 2007. 
 
25. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR Annotated Comments on the EC 

Council Directive 2004/83/EC of 29 April 2004 on Minimum Standards for the 
Qualification and Status of Third Country Nationals or Stateless Persons as 
Refugees or as Persons Who Otherwise Need International Protection and the 
Content of the Protection granted (OJ L 304/12 of 30.9.2004), 28 January 2005. 

 
 
II. UNHCR Executive Committee Conclusions of the High 

Commissioner’s Programme 
 
 
1. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, General Conclusion on International 

Protection, No. 102 (LVI) – 2005, 7 October 2005. 
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2. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, General Conclusion on International 
Protection, No. 99 (LV) – 2004, 8 October 2004. 

 
3. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Conclusion on Protection Safeguards in 

Interception Measures, No. 97 (LIV) – 2003, 10 October 2003. 
 
4. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Conclusion on the civilian and 

humanitarian character of asylum, No. 94 (LIII) – 2002, 8 October 2002. 
 
5. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Conclusion on Registration of Refugees 

and Asylum-seekers, No. 91 (LII) – 2001, 5 October 2001. 
 
6. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Conclusion on International Protection, 

No. 85 (XLIX) – 1998, 9 October 1998. 
 
7. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, General Conclusion on International 

Protection, No. 81 (XLVIII) – 1997, 17 October 1997. 
 
8. UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Safeguarding Asylum, No. 82 (XLVIII) – 

1997, 17 October 1997. 
 
 
III. International Instruments 
 
A. Refugee Protection 
 
1. UN General Assembly, Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 28 July 

1951, 189 U.N.T.S. 150. 
 
2. UN General Assembly, Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, 30 January 

1967 606 U.N.T.S. 267. 
 
3. UN General Assembly, Statute of the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees, Annex to the General Assembly Resolution 428 (V) 
of 14 December 1950, U.N. Document A/1775 (1950). 

 
4. Organization of African Unity, Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of 

Refugee Problems in Africa (“OAU Convention”), 10 September 1969, 1001 
U.N.T.S. 45, no. 14, vol. 691. 

 
B. International Terrorism 
 
5. United Nations General Assembly, “Uniting against terrorism: Recommendations 

for a global counter-terrorism strategy. Annex II: Status of Universal Instruments 
related to the Prevention and Suppression of International Terrorism, Report of 
the Secretary-General, Sixtieth Session, Agenda Items 46 and 120, A/60/825, 
27 April 2006. 
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IV. United Nations 
 
A. United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
 
1. United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 60/288. The United Nations Global 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy, A/RES/60/288, 20 September 2006. 
 
2. United Nations General Assembly, “Uniting against terrorism: Recommendations 

for a global counter-terrorism strategy”, Report of the Secretary-General, 
Sixtieth Session, Agenda Items 46 and 120, A/60/825, 27 April 2006. 

 
B. United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
 
3. United Nations Security Council, Resolution 1624/2005, Threats to International 

Peace and Security (Security Council Summit 2005), 14 September 2005. 
 
4. United Nations Security Council, Resolution 1377/2001, Threats to international 

peace and security caused by terrorist acts, 12 November 2001. 
 
5. United Nations Security Council, Resolution 1373/2001, Threats to international 

peace and security caused by terrorist acts, 28 September 2001. 
 
C. UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights 

and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 
 
6. Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, Martin Scheinin, 
Sixth Session of the Human Rights Council, Agenda Item 3, A/HRC/6/17, 
21 November 2007. 

 
7. Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, 62nd Session of the 
General Assembly, Item 72(c) of the provisional agenda (A/62/150), A/62/263, 
15 August 2007. 

 
8. Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, Martin Scheinin, 
62nd Session of the Commission on Human Rights, Item 17 of the provisional 
agenda, E/CN.4/2006/98, 28 December 2005. 

 
 
 
UNHCR 
January 2008 
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