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New System of Residency Management

The revised Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act (ICRRA) will come into
effect on 9 July 2012. By this revision, the Residency Card (Zairyu Card) will replace the
Alien Registration Card (ARC) as the system for administering residency status.

Issuance of the Residency Card
Resident Cards will be issued to those with a permit to remain in Japan for more than 3
months.

Transition from ARC to Residency Card

An ARC will be recognized as a Residency Card during the transition period before the
new card is issued. During the transition period, you may use your ARC for registering
your residence and for procedures at the Immigration Bureau. Also note that you need not
switch to the Residency Card immediately. You will receive a Residency Card from your
regional Immigration Bureau the next time they extend your residency permit.

Resident Registration Requirement
Foreign residents who fall under the following categories will be subject to the revised
Basic Resident Registration Law upon its enforcement on 9 July 2012, and will need to
undergo resident registration:
1) mid- to long-term residents;
2) special permanent residents;
3) those with Landing Permission for Temporary Refuge, or Permission for
Provisional Stay;
4) foreign residents with an address, who have overstayed in Japan following their
birth in Japan or loss of their Japanese nationality.

For more information on the Resident Card system and the transition period, please refer
to the information available in 26 languages on the Ministry of Justice’s Immigration
Bureau website: http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/newimmiact_1/index.html
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