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FIRST PART 

Fundamental principles 

The International Olympic Committee 

The National Olympic Committees 

The Olympic Games 

Olympic Protocol 





FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

1 The Olympic Ciames arc held every four years. They assemble 
amateurs of all nations in fair and equal competition. 

No discrimination in them is allowed against any country or person 
on grounds of race, religion or politics. 

2 The Olympic Games celebrate an Olympiad or period of four suc­
cessive years. The first Olympiad of modern times was celebrated in 
Athens in 1896, and subsequent Olympiads and Games are numbered 
consecutively from that year, even though it has been impossible to 
hold the Games in any Olympiad. 

3 The aims of the Olympic Movement are to promote the development 
of those fine physical and moral qualities which are the basis of amateur 
sport and to bring together the athletes of the world in a great quadren­
nial festival of sports thereby creating international respect and goodwill 
and thus helping to construct a better and more peaceful world. 

4 The direction of the Olympic Movement and the control of the 
Olympic Games and the Olympic Winter Games are vested in the 
International Olympic Committee whose constitution and powers, and 
whose Rules and Regulations, arc contained in this book. 

The honour of holding the Olympic Games is entrusted to a city and 
not to a country or area. The choice of a city for the celebration of an 
Olympiad lies solely with the International Olympic Committee. 

Application to hold the Games is made by the official authority of 
the city concerned with the approval of the National Olympic Committee 
which must guarantee that the Games will be organized to the satis­
faction of and in accordance with the requirements of the International 
Olympic Committee. 

5 A separate cycle of Olympic Winter Games is held, comprising 
competitions in Winter Sports. The Olympic Winter Games are held 
in the same calendar year as the Olympic Games. 

The first Olympic Winter Games were held in 1924 during the 
VIIIth Olympiad. They are numbered in rotation as they are held. 

The term Olympiad is not used in connection with the Winter 
Games. 
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G Only persons who arc eligible within Ihe dciinitii)ri laid dovvii ii) 
rule 26 may compete in the Olympic (iamcs. 

7 Only Citizens of a country tir area in which a National Olympic 
Committee recognised by the I.O.C'. operates, are qualified to parti­
cipate in the Olympic Games under the colours of that country or area. 

Recognition of a National Olympic Committee in such a country or 
area : 

1. Does not imply political recognition. 

2. Is dependent on the country or area having had a stable govern-
ment for a reasonable period. 

8 The Games are contests between individuals and not between coun­
tries or areas. 

9 Any surplus derived from the holding of the Olympic (lame.s must 
be applied to the promotion of the Olympic Movement or to the develop­
ment of amateur .sport. 
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II 

THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

Objects and Powers 

1 0 "I hi" Intcrnaticinal Olympic (^ominitlcc. to which Ihc Congress of 
Pari.s on June 2'^ 1894 entrusted the control and development of the 
modern Olympic Games, is responsible for : 

1. The regular celebration of the Gaines. 

2. Making the (lanies ever more worthy of their glorious history 
and of the high ideals which insjiircd their revival by Baron 
Pierre de Coubertin and his associates. 

3. Encouraging the organization of amateur sport competitions. 

4. Inspiring, and leatling spoit within the Olyn\pic ideal, thereby 
promoting and strengthening friendship between the sportsmen 
ol all countries. 

Membership 

1 1 The International Olympic C.onnnittee is a permanent organization. 
It selects such persons as it considers qualified to be members, provided 
that they speak French or English and are citizens of and reside in a 
country which possesses a National Olympic (^ommiltec recognized 
by the International Olympic Committee, and welcomes them into 
membership with a brief ceremony during which they accept the required 
obligations and responsibilities. There shall be only one member in 
any country except in the largest and most active in Ihc Olympic Move­
ment, and in those countries where the Olympic Games have been held, 
where there may be two. 

Members of the International Olympic Committee arc representatives 
of the I.O.C], in their countries and not delegates of their country to 
the I.O.C. 'I'hey may not accept from the Governments of their coun­
tries, or from any organization or individual, instructions which will 
in any way bind them or interfere with the independence of their vote. 

Members with Umg and active service in the l . O C . who wish 
to resign, may be elected to honorary membership. Such Honorary 
Members may attend all meetings. They may fake par t in all discus­
sions of the I.O.C. but have no vote. 

The Presi<lcnt of the Olympic Academy may be elected a Member 
for his term of office. 
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1<S A member : 

1. may resign at any time ; 

2. if elected after 196."), must retire after reaching; the age of 72 ; 

3. shall cease to be a member if he changes hi» nationality or no 
longer lives permanently in his country ; fails to attend meetings, 
or to take any active part in 1.0.C. affairs for two years, or il his 
subscription is more than one year in arrears ; or by reason of 
circumstances that may arise, is not in a position properly to carry 
out his duties as a member ; 

4. may be expelled by resolution of the I.O.C. if in the l.O.C.'s opi­
nion he has betrayed or neglected its interests or has been guilty 
of unworthy conduct. 

Organization 

1 3 The International Olympic Committee elects a President for eight 
years from among its Members by secret ballot and by an absolute majo­
rity of those present. He is eligible for re-election for successive terms 
of four yeais. 

The newly elected President shall assume office at the end of the 
session, or in the case of a session held during the Olympic Ciames. al ter 
the closing of the Oamcs. However the newly elected President attends 
meeting of the f^xecutive Board innncdiatly after his election. 

If the President dies or is unable to fulfil the duties of his office, the 
senior Vice-President in this capacity acts until a new President is elected 
at the next I.O.C. session. This new President thus nominated holds 
office only for the remainder of the term of the person whose place he 
takes until the I.O.C. session at the next Olympic (lames. He is re-eli­
gible for election as under para. 1 of this rule.- . 

The International Olympic Committee al.so elects three Vice-Presi­
dents (one at least from Europe) to hold office for only one period of 
four years. 

If a ViccrPrcsident dies or is unable to fulfil the duties of his office, 
the I.O.C. elects a new Vice-President at the next I.O.C. session. This 
new Vice-President holds office only for the remainder of the term of 
the person whose place he takes. He is immediatly eligible for re-elec­
tion. 

Vice-Presidents and Members of the Executive Board shall assume 
office immediatly after the end of the session. 
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The President and the Vice-Presidents are ex officio members of all 
sub-committees and commissions. 

Wlien an election is to be held, nominations in writing signed by at 
least three members shall be made and announced the day before. This 
refers also to the Executive Board elections. 

The International Olympic Committee elects for four years from 
among its members a Treasurer who is also to be the Chairman of the 
Finance C^ommittec, a Chief of Protocol, the Chairmen ()f the Standing 
Committees, Press and Public Relations and Legislation, as well as the 
Executive Board. 

1 4 The Executive Board is composed of the President, three Vice-Pre­
sidents, and five additional members. 

The five additional members are elected to hold office imtil the main 
l.O.C. session which will be held in the foiiith year after their election. 
They retire in rotation. 

A retiring member from the Executive Board is not eligible for 
re-election in the year of his retirement. 'ITiis does not apply to promo­
tion to Vice-President or President. 

If a member dies, resigns, is unable to fullil the duties of his office, 
or if a vacancy occurs, a new member is elected by the l.O.C. at its next 
meeting to take bis place, but the new member holds office only for the 
remainder of the term of the person whose place he takes. A member so 
elected is. however, eligible for imn)ediate re-election upon retirement. 

1 5 For the management of the International Olympic Committee's 
current affairs, the Executive Board performs those duties that arc 
assigned to it by the l.O.C. in particular : 
— It must ensure that the Rules and Regulations arc observed ; 
— It prepares the agenda for the meetings of the International Olympic 

Committee ; 
— It submits to the l.O.C. the names of the persons whom it recom­

mends for election : 
— It is responsible for the management of the I.O.C.'s finances and 

makes an annual report ; 
— It appoints the Directors. 
— It accepts the ultimate respcmsability for the administration. 
— It keeps the I.O.C.'s records. 

Secretaries, interpreters and other employees will be engaged 
according to the approved establishment and on such terms as the Exe­
cutive Board decides. 
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1 6 The President may take action or make a decision vvbcre cir­
cumstances do not permit it to be taken by the lnlernatir)nal Olympic 
Committee or its Executive Board. Sucli action or decision is subject 
to ratification by the T.O.C. at its next meeting. 

I T The Executive Board will hold conferences with two delegates of 
each International Federation whose sports arc included in the Olympic 
Games ; it may also invite other International Federations whose rules 
are accepted as conforming to those of the I.O.C. for the purpose of con­
sidering general questions affecting these sports in relation to the Olym­
pic Games. Kach Federation invited to attend such a conference is 
entitled to send two delegates. 

The Executive Board will also hold conferences with two delegates 
of each National Olympic Committee to hear reports on progress of (he 
Olympic Movement in their coiuitries and areas, to di.scuss their probleuis 
with them and hear suggestions for strengthening the Olympic Movement 
and the Games. 

The conferences are convened by the President of the International 
Olympic Committee who names the date and place of the meetings, takes 
the chair, and settles all matters of procedure at the meetings. Agendas 
for these conferences shall be prcpired by the Executive Board after 
consultation with those concerned and .sent out one month before the 
date fixed. 

Meetings 

1 8 The Internatitmal Olympic (Committee meets when summoned by 
the President. He must convoke a meeting at any time upon the written 
request of not less than one third of the members. 

Normally, the place of the meeting is decided by the I.O.C. 
Notice of a meeting must be accompanied by the agenda which 

should reach the members at least one month be/ore the meeting. An 
item not on the agenda may be discu.sscd with the Chairman's permission. 

1 9 At a melting of the I .O.C. the President or in his absence one of 
the Vice-Presidents, takes the chair. In the absence of the President and 
Vice-Presidents the meeting selects one of its members to be Chairman. 
The quorum at a meeting of the International Olympic Committee is 
thirty-five. 

Resolutions (except a resolution under Rule 50) are passed if a 
majority of votes cast are in favour. Every member who is present 
at a meeting has one vote. Proxies are not allowed. A secret ballot 
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is laken, if the Chairman so decides or if ouc member demands it. If the 
voting is tied the Chairman must cast the dccidinjj vote. 

All matters of procedure at meetings of the International Olympic 
Committee not prescribed by the.sc Rules arc decided by the (Jhairman 
of the meeting. 

Although French and Kngli.sh are the official languages of the Inter­
national Olympic Committee, simultaneous translation shall also be pro­
vided for Russian and Spanish, in all l.O.C. sessions. 

In ca.se of discrepancy between the French and F.nglish texts of these 
rules and regulations, the French text will prevail. 

Postal Vote 

2 0 The President may submit a resolution to the members by post in 
case of urgency, and if a majority of those who reply vote in favour 
of the resolution (other than a change of rules when rule .5(( applies), 
and not less than thirty-live members in all vote, the resolution is 
carried. The result shall be reported to (he l.O.C. at its next session. 

Subscription and contributions 

2 1 The International Olympic Ciommittti- lixes the rate of the annual 
subscription of its members on the recommendation o{ the F.xecutive 
Board. Subscriptions are due on the first of J anua ry of each year. 

The Committees entrusted with the organization of the Olympic 
Games and the Winter Cames must pay to the Internat ional Olympic 
Committee the sums decided by it. 

All payments for T.V. rights and financial contributions in connec­
tion with television belong to the l.O.C. who will dispose of certain 
portions to International Federations, Nat ional Olympic Committees 
and Organising Committees. 

Headquarters 

2 2 The headquarters of the l.O.C. are in Switzerland. 

Supreme Authority 

2 3 The International Olympic Committee is the final authori ty on 
all questions concerning the Olympic Games and the Olympic Move­
ment. It delegates, however, to the International FVderations the 
technical control of the .sports which they govern. In all other respects 
the powers of the International Olympic Committee are paramount . 

17 
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I l l 

N A T I O N A L OLYMPIC COMMITTEES 

2 4 Only Nat iona l Olympic Committees recognized and approved by 
the Internat ional Olyrnpit Committee can enter competitors in the 
Oiymjjic ( i a m t s and the qualifying rounds. Therefore, in oriJcr that 
contestants from a country or geographical area can part icipate in the 
Olympic ( iames. a Nat ional Olympic (Jomniittee mu^t he composed of a 
least live National l-'ederatioiis. These r tde ra t ions in turn must be 
active incmhers of the International I 'ederalions governing (heir sport 
on the Olympic program. The Nat ional Olympic Conuiiitlces must also 
conduct their activities in acc()rdance with the Olympic Rtiles and Regu­
lations and the Iiigli ideals (d the Olymji^t Movemenl in order to be 
recognized by the International Olympic C-omniitlee. 

National t)lympic Committees have as their purpose, the develop­
ment and pro(ecti(m of the Olympic Movement and of amateur sport. 
They shall cooperate with the national amateur sport governing bodies 
(National federat ions) affiliated to the International Fedeiations 
recognized by the International Olympic (Committee, in guarding and 
enforcing (he eligibility rides. They have the exclusive right to use 
the Olympic flag and Olympic emblem, and shall conline their use 
and that of the words " O l y t n p i c " and ' "Olympiad ' to activities con­
cerned with the 01yni))ic Camcs. All commercial use of du: Olympic 
flag and Olympic emblem is strictly forbitlden. It is their cluty. in 
c(>oj)erati<m with the National Federations to organize and control 
the representatives of their country a t the Olympic Games. They 
arrange to equip, transport and house these representatives. 

They are organizations formed not for pecuniary profit, but devoted 
to the promotion and encouragement of the physical, moral and cultural 
education of the youth of the nation, for the development of character, 
good health and good citizcn.ship. 

Nat ional Olympic Committees must not associate themselves with 
affairs of a political or commercial nature. 

The rules and regulations of the International Olympic Committee 
shall be incorporated in the rules and regulations of Nat ional Olympic 
Committees and shall be enforced by them in their respective countries 
or areas. 

Because of the importance of Nat ional Olympic Committees which 
are in complete charge of the Olympic Movement in their countries, 
great care must be exercised in choosing members, who should be 

18 



citizens of the country and men of pood standing, of ii|)ri>{ht character, 
M)und jmiKi'incnt and indeprn<lcnt mind, with a knowlcilge of and a 
belief in Olympic principles. 

They must include in their memViership : 

a} the members of the International Olympic (]umiiiit(cc ol that country 
if any. who shall be ex-officio non-vfiiinjr members of ilic Executive 
Board (or its equivalent) unless they h^ive Ixcn <'K(ied to mcm-
iK'isliip tliercon : 

h) r tprcscnlal ives of the National ledri .Uioiis. whicli are members of 
[ntci national I'tclcrations whose sport is included in the Oh' inpic p ro­
gramme, riiesc Federation representatives shall t>c of their own 
choice and must (onsli lule a voting; majoii ty of the Nat ional 
Olympic (Itnnmittee. 

The lollo\viu,^• arc not eligible to sc i \ e on a Ndlional Olympic 
Couu)iiltee : 

1. A person who has ever compcled as ,i profesMonal. 

2 .V person engaged in oi tonne( ted wilh spoil leu pi isonal prolil . 
(It is not inletifled to exclude individual.s o((Mpyin;; purely adminis­
trative positions in conneciion wilh anialeur spoil.) 

.i. A person who has ever coached sport competitors lor payment. 

l'!xccptions may be made in the above categories by the ilxeeutive 
I'loard of the Inlcrnational Olympic CI(umniilee In s])tcial eirci!ms(ances 
on the recommendation of the Natiimal Olympic (.'ommil(<e ciuKerncd. 

.'V National Olympic CJommiilee nui.';t not rei-ognizc more than one 
National federat ion in each sport and that federat ion nuist be afl i l ia-
ted to the Inlernational federa t ion rccogni/cd Iiy the International 
(Olympic Connuittee. 

Officers or Members of a National ()lyni|;ic (" MUiiiliee or ihe 
members of its Fxecufive Board (or its e<|uivalenr) shall be elected 
at least every four years, at a National OI\ inpic C^ommittee meeting held 
expressly for that purpose, ("lovernmenis cannot de.signale members 
of Nat ional Olympic Committees. 

They may co-opt to the (^ouiTnittce. delegates of oMier amaUun sport 
organizations or persons wiio h a \ e rendered or t a n ren<kr exceptitmal 
.service to the Olympic Movement, subject to the restriction in clause 
b. (above). Members of National Olympic Connniltees shall accept no 
salary or fee of any kind in respect of their position. They may, 
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however, accept rcinibursemcnt for transportation, lodging and other 
proper expenses incurred by them in connection with their duties. 

National Olympic Committees are responsible for the behaviour of 
all members of their delegations. 

They make all arrangements for taking part in the Olympic Games. 
All communications on such matters shall be addressed to them. 
In order to obtain recognition, a certified copy of the Rules and 

Regulations of a National Olympic Committee, with, if neces.sary, a 
translation in French or English, certified correct, must be approved by 
the International Olympic Committee. Subsequent changes of these Rules 
must be reported to and approved by the International Olympic Commit­
tee. Certified copies of the minutes of Natirmal Olympic Committe 
meetings at which the members and officers are elected or changed must 
be submitted to the International Olympic Committee on request. 

In the event of any regulations or actions of the National Olympic 
Committee conflicting with International Olympic Committee Rules. 
or of any political interference in its operations, the International Olym­
pic Committee member in that country must report on the situatitm to 
his President for appropriate action. If there is no International Olym­
pic Committee member in the country, it is the duty of the members of 
the National Olympic Committee to report to the International Olympic 
Committee, whose President has the power to appoint a member from 
another country to investigate and report. 

2 5 National Olympic Committees must be completely independent 
and autonomous and must resist all political, religious or commercial 
pressure. 

National Olympic (Committees that do not conform to the Rules 
and Regulations of the International Olympic Committee forfeit their 
recognition and C(mscquently their right to send participants to the 
Olympic (lames. 
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IV 

THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

Eligibility 

3 S To be eligible for the Olympic C'.amts a competitor iiiiist always 
have participated in sport as an avocation withoiil material j^ain of any 
kind. 

He can avail himself of this qualification : 

a) If he has a basic occupation designed to ensure his present and 
future livelihood : 

b) H he does not receive or has never received any remuneralion for 
participation in sport ; 

<•) If he complies with the rules of the Intcrnalional Federation <on-
cerned. and the official interpretations of (his rule (see I'.ligilulilv 
Code). 

Necessary Conditions for wearing the Colours of a Country 

2 7 Only citizens of a coimtry arc eli^nble to wear the colouis of that 
country in the Olympic Ciamcs. It is not permissible for a competitor 
having once worn the colours of a country in the Olympic or Regional 
(>anics. or World or Area (,'hampionships to wear (hose of another 
country in a future t iames. 

' Ihe exception to this rule is when his former country has been inior-
poratcd in another State, or if he wore the colours of the former lountry 
because his native land had. al that time, no National Olympic (Com­
mittee, or after he has become natiualised in another country a period 
of three years a( least being passed since his demand of naturalization, 
or in the case of a woman when she has taken new nationality by 
marriage. 

Competitors who arc citizens or subjects of a Dominion, or of a 
Colony belonging to a country, and who were born in the Oominion or 
the Colony, shall be eligible to wear the colours of the Mother (Couiitry. 
if the Dominion or the Colony has no National Olympic Committee_j 
Citizens of Dominions, Colonies and Mother Country arc eligible to 
wear the colours of each others country, provided that they have lived 
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at leas! three years in the Dominion, Colony or Mother Country of 
which they wish to wear the colours and provided (hat it is legally 
impossible to become a naturalized citizen of that country. 

Persons born abroad of parents who are citizens of another country 
are permitted to weai the colours of the country of the parents. {)rovided 
they have established their nationality and have not previously worn 
the colours of the country of their birth in the Olympic (lames. 

Age Limit 

2 8 Nti ufje limit for competitors in the Olympic (lames is stipulated 
by the International Olympic Committee. 

Participation of women 

2 0 W'(jnicn are allowed to compete in Archery. Athletics. Canoeing, 
Diving, r.qiiestrian Sports, I'encing. (iymnastics, l.uge. Shooting. Figure 
and Speed Skating. Skiing. Swimming. Volleyball and Yachting, accord­
ing to the rules of the International Icderalion concerned, and to par­
ticipate in the fine Arts F.-xhibition. 

Program 

3 0 The official program shall include at least fifteen of the following 
sports : 

Archery 
Athletics 
Basketball 
Boxing 
Canoeing 
Cycling 
Equestrian Sports 
Fencing 
Football 
Gymnastics 
Handball 
Hockey 
Judo 
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Modern Pentathlon 
Rowing 
Shooting 
Swimming, Diving an<l Wate rpo io 
Volleybnll 
Weight-Lif t ing 
Wrest l ing 
Yachting 

anti exhibitions and demonstrations of Nat ional I'inc Arts (Architecture, 
Literature. Music. Painting. Sculpture. Photography and Sport Phila­
tely). 

No other international sport event may be scheduled in or near the 
Olympic (]ity during the period of the ('>amcs. or dur ing the preceding or 
folloxving week. 

Only sports widely practised in at least twenty-five countries may be 
included in the program of the Olympic ( i anus . The program of sports 
will be fixed by the International Olympic ("onunittce at the time the 
invitations to stage the ( iames are to be ccmsidered and no change is 
permitted thereafter. 

The International Olympic Committee in consultation with the 
International I 'ederations concerned will decide the event.s which shall 
be included in each sport. In the teams events there must be at least 
six and not more than sixteen entries and the competitions shall termi­
nate after the first six places are establi.shcd. It is the duty of the Inter­
national I 'ederation concerned tfi reduce the entrant.s to this number, 
if necessary, before the opening of the (janies. 

The International Olympic Committee has the right to eliminate 
any event or sport from the program, and will exclude those in which 
there is insufficient international interest or which are, in its opinion, 
not propeily controlled according to Olympic regulations. 

National Fine Arts 

3 1 1 he Organizing Committee shall arrange, subject to the ap])roval 
of the International (Committee, exhibitions and demonstrations of the 
National Pine Arts (Architecture. Li terature. Music, Painting. Sculpture, 
Photography and Sport Philately) and fix the dates during which these 
exhibitions and demonstrations shall take place. The program may also 
include Theatrical , Ballet, Opera Performances, or Symphony concerts. 
This section of the program should be of the same high standard as the 
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sport events and be held concurrently with them in the same vicinity. 
It shall receive full recopnition in the publicity released by the Orga­
nizing Committee. 

Sports Exhibitions 

3 2 The Organizing Committee may add two sports Exhibitions (but 
no tournaments nor championships) to the program : a national sport 
and a Foreign sport. 

No Olympic medals arc given for these .sports Exhibitions. 

Olympic Winter Games 

3 3 The program for the Olympic Winter Games may include : Biathlon. 
Bobsleigh. Ire Hockey. I.uge, Skating and Skiing. In each .sport, the 
events are governed by the technical rules of the International Federa­
tion concerned. The medals and diplomas must be different from those 
of the Olympic (^lames. The Olympic Winter Games are governed by 
the Rules and Regulatiims of the Olympic Games except where special 
provision is made. Two sports may be included in the program as 
sports exhibitions (but no Tournaments nor tlhampionships). and no 
Olympic medals will be awarded. 

Entries 

3 4 Since only those National Olympic Committees recognized by the 
International Olympic Ccmimittee can enter competitors in the Olympic 
Games, a country without a National Olymjjic (Jommittee must form such 
a committee and have it recognized by the International Olympic Com­
mittee before it is permitted to take part in the Olympic Games. 

Entries are received from the National Federations by the National 
Olympic Committee which will forward them, if they are approved by it, 
to the Organizing Committee of the (iames. The Organizing Committee 
must acknowledge them. National Olympic Committees must investi­
gate the eligibility of entrants proposed by National Federations and 
make sure that no one has been left out for racial, religious or political 
reasons. An appeal against a decision on entries may be made by a 
National Federation through its International Federation to the Inter­
national Olympic Crmimittee. The list of the sports and of the events in 
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which a natii)n will participate must be siihmitted to the Organizing 
Committee, at least eight weeks before the date of the opening of the 
Games. This list may be telegraphed, but must be confirmed in writing. 
The names of the competitors, not in excess of the numbers permitted, 
must be received by the Organizing Committee at least ten days before 
the date of the first event in each sport and no variation from this is 
permitted. All entries must be printed or typewritten in duplicate on a 
special form approved by the Internat ional Olympic Committee. 

As a condition precedent to part icipation in the Olympic Games, a 
competitor must be an amateur and conform with rule 2ft and 27 and 
the Eligibility Rules. J lc must be a member of the organization in his 
own country affiliated to the International Federation recognized by the 
International Olympic Cicmunittcc as governing his sport. 

Should there be no Nat ional Federation for a part icular sport in a 
country which has a recognized Nat ional Olympic Committee, this 
Committee may enter individuals in that sport in the Olympic Games 
subject to the approval of the International Olympic Committee and 
the International Federation governing that sport. 

National Olympic CJommitlecs are reminded that, while the Olym­
pic Games welcome the Youth of the World, it is a physical impossibility 
to accommodate till that Youth, and arc asked to use discretion and send 
to the (>ames only competitors of Olympic caliber. 

The entry form must contain the cligibilit\- rules for the Olympic 
( iames and the following statement, to be signed by the competitor : 

/ . l/ic iindcrsignrtl. tledarc on my lionoiir Ihul I have read and 
roHijdy Zii'ilh the Eligihilily Code of llic Olymjnc Gamvs as sjuiifitd 
on this form. 

The National Federation of that part icular sport must countersign 
this declaration stating that, to the best of its knowledge, it is true. 

F.ntries arc not valid unless the above rules are observed. 
N o commercial advertising is permitted on eciuipment used in the 

Games nor on the uniforms or numbers worn by contestants oi officials, 
in fact nothing may be worn on the uniforms of contestants or r)fficials 
except the flag or emblem of the National Olympic Committee, which 
must meet with the approval of the International Olympic Committee. 

Number of Entries 

3 5 The maximum number of entries from each nation in each event 
is fixed by the International Olympic Committee in consultation with 
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the appropriate International Federation. The following numbers 
cannot be exceeded : 

a) for individual events, three competitors from each country (without 
reserves) in both Olynipic and Olympic Winter (iamcs. (In special 
circumstances, modifications may be approved bv the International 
Olympic Committee. 

h) for team events, one team per country, the number of reserves to 
be decided by the International Olynipic (lommiltcc in consultation 
with the International Federation concerned. (Sec also rule 'W.) 

Travelling Expenses 

3 6 The Org-anizing Committee shall ensure that the travelling and 
housing expenses for competitors and officials, are kept to a minimum. 

Housing 

3 7 The Organizing Committee shall provide an Olynipic Village for 
men and one for women so that competitors and team officials can be 
housed together and fed at a reasonable price. The Villages shall be 
located as close as possible to the main stadium, practice fields and 
other facilities. Arrangements shall also be made for the accommodation 
of the judges, umpires, referees, inspectors, timekeepers, etc.. api)oiiitcd 
by the International Federations within the limits approved by the 
International Olympic Committee. (See rule .'̂ 9 and 40.) 

Team Officials 

3 8 Only competitors and those serving the competitors with definite 
duties, as described below, known as Team Officials, may live in the 
Olympic Village. 

The Organizing Committee for the Games is not required to recognize 
or to make provision in the Olympic Village for more than the following 
number of non-competitors as certified by National Olympic Committees: 

a) for 30 or less competitors : 
one for each three competitors ; 

b) for next 70 competitors (31 to 100) : 
one for each five competitors ; 
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c) for each seven competitors over 100 
one extra. 

hi addition, if rcqiiired : 

Doctors ; one for teams with less than fifty competitors ant! one addi­
tional for eacii one hundred competitors (niaximmn 4). 

ViIcrinary surgeons: not exceeding one per delegation, plus one if 
equestrian team is separated by more than fifty kilometers. 

Farriers : one per delegation. 

Mussrnrs and nurses : not exceeding one for every 2.) of the first 
100 competitors, plus one for each additional />() competitors. 

liaulinen : not exceeding one for rowing, one for yachting and one 
for canoeing delegation. 

Grooms : not exceeding one per two horses. 

Frnrinii wmourer : not exceeding one per <lekgation. 

Shooting armonrer : not exceeding tine per delegation. 

Cycle mechanics : not exceeding two per cycling delegation. 

'Jrans/iort managers: for rowing boats canoes and yachting not 
exceding two per delegation with entries in the rowing canoeing and 
yachting competitions. 

Female ojjicials : one extra for each two .sports in which national 
delegation has female competitors. 

Cooks : one for each 100 with maxinnnn of two. 

Pianist : one for each gynuia.stic delegation. 

Referees, judges, time keepers, inspectors. e(c,. appointed by the 
International Federations shall not live in the Olympic Village and are 
not included in the number of Team Officials mentioned above. Their 
number shall not exceed that agreed upon between the Inlernalional 
Olympic (Jonnnittee and the International I'^ederations. 

Presidents and Secretaries of National Olympic Connnitlees. not 
living in the village, are entitled to identity cards that will permit 
entrance at all times. 

Technical Delegates 

3 9 Kach International Federation recognized by the International 
Olympic Committee has full control of the technical direction of its 
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sport, and all grounds, trarks, courses and equipment must <ii;'f<>rm to 
its rules. It may .send two representatives while these facilities art! being 
planned and constructed, to check that its regulations are follo'vcd and 
the expenses of their representatives (transportation by air touriji i law, 
board and housing) shall be paid by the Organizing Committee. 

It must send two representatives at least five days before th^ 
beginning of the first event of their sport, in order to check and arrange 
the entries. The expenses (transportation by air tourist class, board and 
housing) of their representatives until the closing of the Games, shall aLso 
be paid by the Organizing Committee. 

Technical Officials and Juries 

4 0 The necessary technical officials, referees, judges, umpires, time­
keepers, inspectors, etc., and a Jury for each sport shall be appointed 
by the appropriate International Fedeiation which shall direct their 
work in conjunction with the Organizing Committee, 

The Officials and the members of the jur ies must never have been 
professionals in sport. No official who has participated in a decision 
may serve on the Jury that reviews it. The findings of the Jury .shall 
be communicated as stwn as possible to the International Olympic 
Committee. 

The Juries decide all technical questions concerning their respective 
sports and their decisions are final. 

Technical Officials and Jury members may not live in the Olympic 
Village, but the Organizing Committee .shall ensure that living accommo­
dation, including dining and tran.sportation facilities at reasonable cost, 
is available. Their number for each sport nuist not exceed the number 
agreed between the International Olympic (Committee and the respective 
International Federations, They are not included in the table given in 
rule 3H. 

These technical officials and jury members ^re not par t of the 
National Olympic Committees delegations but are tmder the responsa-
bility of their respective Internatitmal Federation other than for figure 
skating for which the judges are the direct representatives of their N.O.C. 
although they do not live in the Olympic Village. 

Final Court of Appeal 

4 1 The Flxecutive Board of the International Olympic Committee 
decides all matters of controversy of a non-technical nature concerning 
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the Games. (Such matters may be submitted only by National Olympic 
Committees, International Federations or the Organizing Committee.) 
In addition the Executive Board may intervene in all question-t of a non­
technical nature. 

Penalties in case of Fraud 

4 2 A competitor proved to have transgressed the Olympic Rules 
knowingly shall be disqualified and lose any position that he may have 
gained. If this competitor's National Olympic Committee or national 
federation is proved to have been party to the fraud, the entire team in 
the sport involved shall also be disqualified. 

Prizes 

4 3 The prizes of the Olympic Ciamcs shall be provided by the Orga­
nizing Committee for distribution by the International Olympic Com­
mittee. They consist of medals and diplomas. In individual events 
the first prize shall be a silver-gilt medal and a diploma, the second 
prize a silver medal and a diploma, the third prize a bronze medal and 
a diploma. The medals must bear the name of the sport concerned 
and shall be attached in a removable fashion to a chain or ribbon, 
which may be hung around the neck of the competitor. Diplomas but 
no medals shall also be given for the fourth, fifth and sixth places. 
AH participants in a tie will be entitled to receive a medal and a 
diploma. 

Prize medals shall be at least 60 mm. in diameter and 3 mm. thick. 
The first and second />laee medals shall he of silx'er, at least 92S>/000 fine, 
and the first fjlace medal shall be strongly gilded with at least 6 grams 
of fine gold. 

In team events, except those of an " artificial " nature (one in which 
the score is computed from the position of the contestant in the indivi­
dual competition) each member of the winning team participating in the 
final match shall be given a silver-gilt medal and a diploma, of the 
second team a silver medal and a diploma and of the third team a 
bronze medal and a diploma. Those team memljcrs who have not parti­
cipated in the final matches are given diplomas but no medals except 
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for teams playing league type competitions, when ail members are given 
medals. In "art if icial" team events one nuda l only shall be given to 
the team and the members shall receive dipU)nias only. Members of 
teams placed fourth, fifth and sixth receive diplomas only. 

All competitors and officials in the Gaines shall receive a cniiiinc-
morative medal . 

The names of all winners shall be inscribed upon the walls of the 
Stadium where the Games have taken place. 

Diplomas and commemorative medals shall be given to all non-com-
peti tois who are officially attached to Olympic teams and are cerlified 
by the National Olympic Committee of their country within the limits 
of the numbers prescribed in rule '^S. 

Judges, referees, timekeepers, insjiectors. umpires, etc. olficialing 
at the t i ames and certified by the lntein;ilion.'il Fedt-tation (onccrned 
within (he limits fixed by the International Olympic Ck>inniittec shall 
also be given diplomas and commemorative medals. 

No prizes or awards other than those described nbove sliall be 
given at the Olympic ( iames, and ail surplus medals shall be reniitfcd to 
the International Olympic Committee. 

Roll of Honour 

4 4 The Olympic Games are not contests bclween nations and no 
scoring by countiics is recognized. A Roll of Honour ol (he names 
of the first six competitors in each event shall be compiled by the 
Organizing Committee and delivered to the International Olympic Com­
mittee. 

Explanatory Brochures 

4 3 For each sport an explanatory brochme. containing the general 
program and arrangements shall be printed in French and English, as 
well as the language of the country in which the (iames are being held, 
and distributed by the Organizing Committee to all National Olympic 
Committee not less than one year before the Games open. These offi­
cial brochures shall contain no advertising matter. 
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Internaiional Sport Federations 

4 6 I he lolUiwing International Sport IcdLraiion.-s ^ovt iuinj j Olympic 
Sports arc recognized hy (he Fntcinational Olympic Comuiittce : 

Internat iona! Archery I 'cdirat ion 
International Amatcin' Athlctit: l-'ccieiation 
Intcinalional Amateur liaskelliali I 'edeiation 
International Bobsleigh and TobogL^aninp: I 'ederaiion 
International Atnateiu Boxing /NsNociallon 
Internat ional (Canoeing 1'ederat.ion 
International Amateur CiydrNls I 'edcialion 
International I'-tprestrian J'cdei ation 
International I'Vncinij; I 'edeiaiiun 
International l'()otl>all Federation 
Int i rnal ional Cvinnastics I'edei ation 
Internaiional Anralenr Handbal l I 'ederaiion 
International Hockey I-'edcration 
International h e Hotkey l.ea.yite 
Inleinational Judo l"ederalion 
International I.nfie Federation 
Intcinal ional I 'ninn for Modern Pentathlon 
Irner national flowing Federation 
Internaiional Shooling l^nion 
Inter national Skating Tnlon 
International Skiinj,' Feflerntimi 
International Aiiratenr S\vimrnin,u |-e<leralion 
International Volleyball Federation 
International Wci^rht-Lirtinf; leder alron 
International Amateur VVrcstlrn;; Federation 
International Vailit Racinjj I n i o n 

Attaches 

'17 In order to facilitate co-operation between the Organi/ini; (^)nl-
niiKee anri the National ()lynipi< Connnitiecs. the latter, fitter cnnstilfa-
tion with lire former, shall appoint an " attache " to their country. The 
attache should sjieak the language of the country to which he is attached. 

He shall act as a liaison between the Orijanizing Cournriltcc and the 
National Olytirpic Clommittee to which he is attached and shall be in 
continufius contact with both connnittees in order to a.ssist with the 
travelling and housing arrangements and to help solve any problems 
which may arise. 
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Reserved Seats 

4 S Free scats shall be reserved in the main Stadium as follows : 

A Royal or Presidential Box for the Sovereign or Chief of State and 
his retinue. 

Stand A for each member of the l.O.C. who is present and one guest. 

Stand B for the President, Secretary and technical delegates (as pro­
vided in rule '^'•^) of each International I'cdcration and for the 
President and Secretary of each National Olympic Committee 
with one guest. Stand A and B are to be adjacent. 

Stand C for members of National Olympic Committees and their 
guests, one transferable ticket to be alloted for every twenty 
competitors ; for the "chef de mission" and "atlache" ;>f each 
participating country and for members of the Organizing 
Committee. 

Stand D for members of the various Juries. In those sports in which 
the ho.st country provides the executive officials, twelve scats 
in Stand D .shall be reserved for the International Federation 
concerned. 

Stand E for journalists (I,()()() maximum), photographers (1.50 maxi­
mum), and for radio and television commentators and ope­
rators (1.50 maximum). 
For the Olympic Winter Games these numbers shall be 400 
for journalists and photographers and 75 for radio and 
television commentators and operators. 

Stand F for team officials and competitors of all sports (1,500 maxi­
mum for Olympic Games, and 250 maximmn for Olympic 
Winter (janics) near the winning post (except for opening and 
closing ceremonies). 

Stand G for important guests, e. g. members of Royal families. Diplo­
matic Corps and high government officials, near Stand A. 

In the other stadia : 

The Royal or the Presidential Box and one stand for occupants 
of Stands A and B. 
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One stand to which shall be admit ted, as far a!? the space 
will allow, the occupants of StantI C. There .vhall he included 
twelwe seats for the International Kctlcration concerned. 

Suitable accommodation must be provided for (he occupants 
of .Stand.s E. F and G. 

.S|)ecial tran.sportalion arrangements to Ihe various sporLs venues 
shall be made for members c)f the Internat ional Olympic CJommitlec. 

A parking phice especially reserved for the cars of the occupants 
of Stands ,J and li shall be located (lo.se to the main entiances of the 
various Stadia and special placards and identification cards .shall be 
issued for these cars. 

Publicity 

4 B In order to give (he Oames llic grentcst possible |>ublicity through 
the piess. the radio, and the television and cinema newsreels. the Orga­
nizing (Committee shall reserve free ai:<ess anji accomodation (or the 
agreed menibeis of those professions as approved by their iespect i \e 
Nat ional Olympic (Committee as far as national oriiunizalions dii: con­
cerned. 

The recognised International I'rcss Agencies will be aceredite<l 
directly by the Organizing Committee. 

In orrlcr lo maximize the coverage of the ( lames, the ttiimbcr and 
position of cameras on (he field shall be liniiled only by Ihe recpiirement 
that they must not inlerlcre in any wa) with the events in progress. 
The Organizing tiommittee shall obtain approval of the International 
federat ion concerned and shall control Ihe use ol all cameras in the 
stands and on the fields. {!( is not the intention, however, to jirohibit 
the use of cameras by spectators for private or non-commercial pur­
poses.) 

Vol both television and cinema news coverage, a camera i)ool shall 
be ai ranged by the Organizing Connnitlee in cooperation with anil at 
the expense of the (]incma News Agencies and Television Organizations. 

News c(»verage showing, whether cinema or television, shall be 
limited lo regidarly scheduled program, where news is its essence 
either of networks, individual stations, or cinemas. No individual pro­
gram may use more than three minutes of Olympic Coverage j day-
N<i network, television station, or cinema may use more than three pre-
sentaticm.s of such coverage per day and there shall be at least four 
hours between presentations. 

In no ca.sc can this coverage be used for the compilation of any 
kind of .special Olympic program. 
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As soon as all the news needs arc met, a copy of negatives taken or 
tapes made by the newsrecl pools shall be given, without charge, to (he 
Internat ional Olympic Committee for its archives. 

Notwi ths tanding any other provisions of this Article 49, if any tele­
vision organization purchases the c.schisive right to broadcast the Olym­
pic Games in a given territory, no other t»rganization shall he allowed 
to broadcast any coverage of any Olympic livcnt in such territory until 
the organization that has acquired the exclusive rights for that territory 
has completed all of its Olympic Broadcasts for the day during which it 
shall have broadcast such event, or forty-eight hours after the conclu­
sion of such Olyntpic Kvcnt, whichever is earlier'. 

Subject to the j)rovisions of the preceding paragraph, the right to 
broadcast the ( iames on Television shall be sold by the Organizing (loni-
mittce, on behalf of and subject to the approval of the International 
Olympic (ximmittcc. direct to televisiim organizations for their respec­
tive territories or to national or international associations ol such orga­
nizations, and the resulting fee will be remitted to the Internat ional 
Olympic Committee by the Organizing (iommillee. 

I h c Organizing Cimnnittee must also make the necessary ar range­
ments for the production of a cinnplete cinematographic recoril of the 
(Tames, including at least the finals in each event. The Organizing 
(Committee shall have the exclusive cinema and television rights to this 
iccord which may be sold until two years aftti the close of the Games. 
At that lime one copy of this complete film must be given to the Inter­
national Committee foi its archives, without charge, and National 
Olympic Committees .shall have the right (o purchase copies a t cost. 
International Federations are permitted to take Id mm. technical films 
of the events in their sport, for showing to schools, athletic clubs, and 
other similar closed audiences, against payment. 

The Organizing Cimmiittee should give to the International Olympic 
Committee for its archives a copy of all technical films which have been 
taken during the Olympic Games. 

Within 180 days after the close of the Games,' a .30 minute. I(> mm. 
film, covering the highlights of all the sports, must be provided at cost 
for National Olympic Committees, for showing to closed audiences of 
their own members imly. 

Alterations of Rules and Official Text 
5 0 These Rules and Regulations may be altered only if two-thirds 
and not less than twenty-five, of the members present at a meeting 
vote in favour of the alteration. If requested by a member the vote 
must be secret. 
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OLYMPIC PROTOCOL 

5 1 The In(erna(ional Olympic (JotnniiUoc selects tlit: l i ty in which 
the Olympic ('•ames take place at a meeting in a c<>unti\- having no 
C îty as candidate. This selection, save in exceptional circimistances, is 
made at least six years in advance. The organization oi the CJanies 
is entrusted by the In(crna1ional Olyinpir (^)ii)n)ittec li> the National 
Olympic (lommittce of the country in which the clioscn city is situated. 
The National Olympic Committee may delegate tht^ duties with which 
it has been entru.stcd, to a special Orgaiii-tinp (iommiftcc which shall 
thenceforth correspond directly with the Inteiiialional Olympic Com­
mittee. The powers of this Organizing (JoiiimilUc expire at the end 
of the (Jame.s. 

General Provisions 

Time and Durat ion of the Olympic GameR 

5 2 1 he Olympic (Jame.s must take place during the fiist year of the 
Olympiad which they are to celebrate (e.g. in I!l.i2 for the X t h Olym­
piad. lU:i2 (or the XVlh) . They cannot be poslpomd lo amilhci year. 
Their non-celebration during this first year entails the mm-celebration 
of the 01ymj)iad and involves the annulment of the rights of the city 
chosen. These rights cannot be carried forward to the next Olympiad 
without the approval of the International Olympic Committee. 

The time of year when the Olympic Games are held is not peiiiia-
nently fixed but will be proposed to (he International Olvmpic Com­
mittee by the Organizing (Jommiltee lor approval. 

The Internati(mal Olympic Commillec alone makes the det:ision. 
The period of the Ciame.s must not exceed lifteen days, including 

the Opening Day. II there is no compelilion on .Sundays, the tlurotion 
can be extendcil accordingly. The Olympic Winter ( iames must be confi­
ned to fen days. 

Olympic City 

5 3 The events must all take place in or as neai as possible to the city 
chosen and preferably at or near the main Stadium. The city chosen 
cannot share its privilege with another nor can it permit any deviation 
from the program or from the Olympic Regulations. 
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Privileges and Duties of the Organizing Committee 

5 4 The Organizing Comnjittee entrusted with the management of the 
Olympic (iames must make all the necessary arrangements, .subject to 
the approval of the International Olympic Committee. 

For all the technical arrangements of tlie Games, the Organizing 
Committee must consult the International Feck-rations concerned. It 
must see that ail the different branches of sport are placed on the s.amc 
footing. 

It is responsible for the integration of the various .sports into the 
program, but it shall meet the wishes of the International Federations as 
far as possible the final dccisi<m on any conflict of views is made by the 
I.O.G. The order of all competitions within each sport is the responsi­
bility of the International Federation concerneil after ccmsultation with 
the Organizing Committee. 

The Organizing Committee must arrange and supervise the program 
of the Fine Arts which forms an essential part of the Ciames. A full 
and complete printed repoit mu.st be prcpaied for the International 
Olympic Committee, within two years after the close of the (iames. 

Commercial installations and advertising signs shall not be permitted 
inside the stadium or other .sport grounds. 

The di.spiay of any clothing or equipment su< h na shoes, skis hand­
bags, hats, etc. marked conspicuously for advertising purposes in any 
Olympic venue (training grounds. Olympic Village, or fields of compe­
tition), by participants either competitors, coa< hes. trainers, or anyone 
else associated with an Olympic team in official capacity, will normally 
result in immediate disqualification or withdiawal of credentials. 

Publicity for any Olympic ( iames should not be released before the 
conclusion of the preceding Olympic Games. 

When the Organizing Committee has been disbanded, all outstanding 
matters and or cases at issue, shall be referred to the National Olympic 
Committee of the country where the Olympic (>ames or Winter ( iames 
have taken place. 

Invitations and Forms 

3 5 The invitations to take part in the Games must be sent out by the 
Organizing Conmiittee on the instructions of the International Olympic 
Committee. They are addressed to the recognized National Olympic 
Committee of each country and must be drawn up in the following 
terms : In accordance with the instructions gii>en by the International 
Olympic Committee the Organizing Committee of the Games of the... 



Olyntlnad haa the lumnin to inv'ilr ynii to fuirlid/yatf in the cotii/xfHions 
iind (rlrbralums which tt>iU hike /flacc <il. . . front . . . to . . . 

liivitation.s shall be si-nt by niail and no! t)^I•<)ug^ (iipl(tina(i« rhan-
nel.s. 

All diKiiineiit.s (invifation.s. entries, cn t ran ie t i ikcls. proumms. etc.) 
printed for the (iaincs. a.s well a.s (he badges distiibuled. imi.st Ix-ar 
(lie number of the Olympiad and the name of the city where it is 
celebrated (e.g. (.ame.s of the Vlh Olympiad. Stockholm 1912). In the 
ca.se of the Olynipir Win te r Games the name of the (^ily and the niiniher 
of the (rame.s .should be used (e.g. Vlth Olympic Winter (James. 
Oslo 1!»,V.>). 

Olympic Flag and Emblem 

5 6 lioth in the Stadium and in its neighbourhood the Olympic Mag 
must be flown freely with the flag.s of all the participafing comitries oi' 
area. A large Olympic I lag inu.st fly in the Stadium during the (iaines 
from a flagpole in the arena where it .shall be hoisted at the moment the 
d a m e s arc declared open nntl .struck when ihey arc declared clo.sed. 

The Olympic Flag has a white background with no border : in the 
centre it ha.s five interlaced rings (blue, yellow, black green, red). The 
bine ring is high on the left nearest the flagpole. TJic flag presented 
by I-?aron dc Conbertin at the Olympic (Congress in I'aris I!)14 is the 
regulation model, 'fhese rings are the Olym]>ic Emblem, which is the 
exclusive pro))crty of the International 01ymi)ic Commillce and its use 
for commercial j)urpo.scs of any kind is strictly forbidden. 

Opening Ceremony 

5 7 1 he Sovereign or Chief of Stale who has been invited to open 
the Olympic Cames is received at the entrance of the Stadium by the 
Fresident of the International Olympic Conunittec and the Fresidcnt of 
the Organizing Comtnittec who then present the members of their 
respective Connnitfees. The two Fresidcnts conduct the Sovereign or 
Chief of State and liis retinue to his f>ox in the Tribune where he is 
greeted with the National Anthem of his country. 

The parade (d (he participants then follows. l''ach contingent dressed 
in its official uniform must bo preceded l>y a shield bearing the name 
of the country or area imder which it is affiliated and be accompanied by 
its appropriate flag. The contingents paratic in alphabetical order in the 
language of the country organizing the (iamcs. except that Oreecc 
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shall lead and the organizing country shall bring up the rear. Only 
those participating in the (lamcs and no more than four non-com­
petitors in each contingent shall parade. The competitors salute the 
Sovereign or Chief of State of tlie country by turning their heads 
toward his box. The flags of the delegations participating, as well 
as the shields and their bearers, shall be furnished by the Organizing 
Committee and shall all be of equal size. Each contingent, after 
completing its march around the Stadium, shall line up on the centre 
of the field and maintain its position in a column behind its shield and 
flag facing the Tribune of Honour. Participants are not permitted to 
carry cameras on the field during the Opening and Closing ceremony. 

The President of the Organizing Committee accompanied by the 
President of the International Olympic Committee proceeds to the 
Rostrum placed on the field in front of the Tribune of ffonour where 
he introduces the President of the International Olympic Committee 
with a few appropriate remarks (not more than 2 minutes) and asks him 
to request the Sovereign or Chief of State to open the Ciames. 
The President of the International Olympic (Committee then mounts the 
Rostrum, delivers a brief speech of Welcome (not more than 3 minutes) 
concluding with : / Itiive the honour to ask... to proclaim open the 
Games of the... Olymfnad of the Modern Cycle, initiated by the Baron 
Pierre de Coubcrtin in 1896. 

The Sovereign or Chief of State then says : / declare ofwn the 
Olymfnc Games of.. . celebrating the... Olymfnad of the modern era. 

Immediately a fanfare of trumpets is sounded and to the strains of 
the Olympic " Anthem " the Olympic Flag is slowly raised on the flagpole 
erected in the arena, l l ie Mayor of the City then joins the President of 
the International Olympic Committee on the Rostrum. A representative 
of the City where the previous Olympic Gameswere held delivers the offi­
cial Olympic Flag of embroidered satin presented in 1920 by the Belgian 
Olympic Committee to the President who hands it over to the Mayor. 
(For the Olympic Winter Games there is another flag presented in 19.';2 
by the City of Oslo.) This flag must be kept in the principal municipal 
building until -the next Games. I The symbolic release of pigeons then 
takes place followed by a salute of three guns. \The Olympic Flame then 
arrives, brought froan Olympia by a relay of runners, the last of whom, 
after circling the track, lights the Sacred Olympic Fire which shall not 
be extinguished until the close of the Games. 

If there is to be a short (not more than three minutes) religious cere­
mony, this now takes place. 
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The solemn Olympic Oath is then taken in the following ceremony : 
the flag bearers advance and form a semicircle aroimtl (he Rostrum ; an 
athlete of the country where the Games are taking place then advances 
to the Rostrum accompanied by the flag bearer of his country ; he 
mounts the Rostrum and, holding a corner of the flag in his left hand, 
and removing his hat, rai.scs his right hand and takes the following oath 
on behalf of all the athletes : 

/;; the tinnic of all atmJH'litors I jnomi.w that vc •u<iU take part in 
these Olymjiic Games. res(yeiting and abiding by the rules which govern 
them, in the true sjiiril of s/)ortstnanshif>, for the glory of sport and the 
honour of our teams. 

Inimediatly after, a judge of the country where the Cihnies are taking 
place then advances to the rostrum andJratfHfl^-lMft-iiglvt-hattd, takes the 
following oath on behalf of all the judges and officials : 

In the name of all judges and offieiols. / promise that li'e will offi­
ciate in these Olympie Games with (omfdctc impartiality, respecting and 
ahiting by the rules which govern them, in the true spirit of sports­
manship. 

The national anthem of the organizing country is then played or 
sung. The participants then leave the arena by (he shortest route. The 
ceremony thus comes to an end and the competitions may begin, or a 
gymnastic display or some other appropriate dcnjonstration may take 
place. 

Victory Ceremony 

5 8 The medals shall be presented during the Games by the President 
of the International Olympic Committee (or a member selected by him), 
accompanied by (he J-'resident or his deputy tif the International Fede­
ration concerned, if possible inimediatly after the event at the place 
where the competition was held and in the following manner : the com­
petitors who have been judged first, second and third take (heir places, 
in their sports co.stumcs rmly on a stand in the Stadium facing the Tri­
bune of Honour, with the winner slighdy above the second who is on 
his right, and the third who is on his left. The flag of the country of the 
winner shall be hoisted on the central flagpole and those of the second 
and third on adjoining flagpoles on the right and on the left, as they face 
the arena. Meanwhile the abbreviated National Anthem of the <:ountry 
of the winner is played, during which the three competitors and the 
spectators shall face the flags. 
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Cloiing Ceremony 

5 9 This ceremony must take place in the Stadium after the last event. 
The bearers of the flags of the participating delegations march into 
the arena in single file behind their shield bearers in the same order 
and take up the same positions in the center of the field as during the 
opening ceremony. Behind them march six competitors of each dele­
gation which have participated in the Games, eight or ten abreast, without 
distinction of nationality united in the friendly bonds of Olympic Sport. 
The flagbearers then form a semicircle behind the Rostrum. 

TTic President of the International Olympic Committee then proceeds 
to the foot of the Rostrum. To the strains of the Greek national anthem, 
the Greek flag is then hoisted on the right flagpole used for the Victory 
Ceremony. ITien the flag of the country organizing the Games is hoisted 
on the center flagpole while its national anthem is played. Finally 
the national flag of the city selected to organize the next Olympic Clames 
is hoisted on the left flagpole to the strains of its National Anthem. 

The President of the Inlcrnati<)nal Olympic Committee then nuiunts 
the Rostrum and pronounces the closing of the Games in the following 
words : 

In the name of the International Olympic Committee I offer In ... 
and to the people of . .. (name of the Sovereign or Chief of State and 
name of the eoirntry or area) to the authorities of the eity of.. . and to 
the Organizing Committee of the Gann'.s, our deepest gratitude. I declare 
the Games of the .. . Olymjiiud closed and, in accordance loith tradi­
tion, I call upon the Youth of all countries to assemble four years from 
now at.. . (in case the city has not yet been chosen, the name of the city 
is replaced by the words ' the jHace to he chosen "), there to celebrate 
with us the Games of the .. . Olymftiad. May they flisplay cheerfulness 
and concord so that the Olympic Torch will be carried on with ever 
greater eagerness, courage and honour for the good of humanity through­
out the ages. 

A fanfare is then sounded, the sacred Olympic Fire is extinguished, 
and to the strains of the Olympic " Anthem " the Olympic Flag is slowly 
lowered from the flagpole and carried horizontally from the Arena by 
a squad of eight men in uniform. A salute of five guns follows : the 
choir then sings and thereafter, the standard and flagbearers and the 
competitors march out to appropriate music by the bands. 
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Precedence 

6 0 At all Olympic funclioiis. duiing the (iamcs the Members and 
Honorary Members of the International Olympic (Committee, in their 
order of seniority, the Presidcnl and the Vice-I'residents leading, take 
precedence, followed by flu; members of the Organising Ciommittee. the 
['residents of the International I'ederations and the I'residcnts of the 
National Olympic (Joiimiittee.s. 

The Organizing Conmiittee must not give official recognition to 
any foreign delegation or mis.sion. nor recognize any authority over 
participants other than that of the National Olympic Committees, the 
International Federation and the International Olympic Conuniltec. 
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S E C O N D PART 

Eligibility Code 



ELIGIBILITY CODE 

The Olympic Games are held every four years. They assemble 
amateurs of all nations in fair and equal competition. 

No discrimination is allowed against any country or person on 
grounds of race, religion or political affiliations. 

Only persons who fulfill the conditions laid down in art. 26 of these 
Rules may compete in the Olympic Games. 

Article 26 

To be eligible for the Olympic Games a competitor must always have 
participated in sport as an avocation without material gain of any kind-

He can avail himself of this qualification : 

a) / / he has a basic occupation designed to ensure his present and future 
livelihood ; 

b) / / he does not receive or has nex>er received any remuneration for 
participation in sport; 

c) / / he complies with the rules of the International Federation con­
cerned, and the official interpretations of this art. 26. 

A person who comfilies with these conditions is considered an amateur 
from the Olympic fioinl of incw. 

The official interpretations referred to in art. 2f) follow. It is the 
intention that additional interpretations will be issued from time to 
time as required. Violations of these regulations will be referred to 
a special committee appointed by the Executive Board of the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee for investigation and report with a view to 
action. 

So far as the Olympic Games arc concerned these rules must be com­
plied with, even if they conflict with the rules of any other organization. 

The International Olympic Committee reserves to itself the right to 
make exceptions to these rules in the case of sports or individuals, 
provided that the basic principles that an athlete does not make a profit 
or livelihood out of his sport is not infringed. 

Among others, the following are not eligible for Olympic competition : 

Those who have participated for money, or who have converted 
prizes into money or, without permission of the National Federation 
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within the Rules (if the International I'cHeration concerned, have recei­
ved prizes exceecling 50 Dollars in value, and those who have received 
presents which can be convertetl into money or (jther material advantages. 

Those who have capitalized in any way on their athletic fame or 
success, profited commercially therefrom or have accepted special indu­
cements of any kind to participate, or those who have secured cm|)loy-
ment or promotion by reason of their sport performances rather than 
their ability, whether in commercial or industrial enterprises, the armed 
Services or any branches of the Press, Theatre. Television, (.iinema. 
Radio, or any other paid activity. 

An athlete who becomes a professional in any sj)ort or who has 
decided to become a professional or who plays in a professional team 
with a view to become a professional. 

ITiose who are paid for leaching or coaching others for competition 
in sport. 

Anyone awarded a scholarship mainly for his athletic ability. 

An athlete who demands payment or expen.se money for a manager, 
coach, relative or friend. 

It-

Those who have received payment of expenses in excess of the 
actual outlay. 

* 

Those whose occupation (studies or employment) has been inter­
rupted for special t raining in a camp for m()re than four weeks in any 
one calendar year. 

» 

Those who have received expense money for more than ;W days, 
exclusive of the time .spend in travelling, in any one calendar year, 
except when : 
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a) The National Federation concerned has given an extension to cover 
competition in the Olympic Games, Regional Games or Champion­
ships, or for genuine matches with other countries ; 

b) Tlie authoiities of the International Federation concerned have 
granted a very limited extension in exceptional circumstances. 

Those who have neglected their usual vocation or employment for 
competitive sport whether at home or abroad. 

Any employment must be bona fide and not a cover for excessive 
opportunities for training or competition in sport. 

If an athlete is paid for the use of his name or picture or for a 
radio or television appearance, it is capitalization of athletic fame as 
described above. (Even if no payment is made, such practices are to be 
deplored, since in the minds of many, particularly Ihc young, they under­
mine the exalted position rightly held by amateur champions.) 

A competitor i« permitted to receive 

Travelling and living expenses corresponding to the actual outlay 
during competition, including the Olympic Games, and for a very limi­
ted period of training (no more than four weeks in any one calendar 
year), subject to approval of his National Olympic Committee. 

Clothing and equipment as required for practicing his sport from his 
amateur sport organization. 

Pocket money to cover petty daily expenses during the Games but 
only from his National Olympic Committee. 

Contribntion bccaiuc of lost of salary 

The International Olympic Committee in principle is opposed to 
payments for broken time which it considers an infraction of olympic 
amateurism. 
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However, when a competitor can prove that his dependants are 
suffering hardship because of his (or her) loss of salary or wages while 
attending the Olympic Games, his National Olympic Committee may 
make a contribution to those dependants, but under no circumstances 
may it exceed the sum which he (or she) would have earned during 
his (or her) actual period of absence, which in turn must not exceed 
30 days. 

Other dccitiotu 

An athlete paid for teaching elementary sport (beginners or school­
children) on a temporary basis without abnndf)ning his usual occupa­
tion remains eligible. 

An athlete may be a full time professional journalist, radio or 
television reporter or a full time manager of or worker in an athletic 
facility without forfeiting his amateur status. 

Participation of women 

Female athletes rnay be subjected to medical proof. 

Doping 

The athlete who in an individual sporl has been shown to have used 
dope is excluded from the Olympic Games. In team sports ; 
a) the team of an athlete who has been shown to have used dope is 

excluded if the team can benefit from this usage ; 
/;) in those sports (like gymnastics, modern pentathlon) where the team 

can no longer participate because of the disqualification of one ath­
lete, the remainder of the team will be able to take part on an indi­
vidual. The athlete who docs not attend for the control will be 
disqualified. 

Penalties in case of fraud 

A competitor proved to have transgressed the Olympic Rules know­
ingly shall be disqualified and lose any position that he may have gai­
ned. If this competitor's National Olympic Committee or National Fede­
ration is proved to have been party to the fraud, the entire team in the 
sport involved shall also be disqualified. 

Pseudo amateurs 

Individuals subsidized by governments, educational institutions, or 
business concerns because of their athletic ability are not amateurs. 
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Business and industrial concerns sometimes employ athletes for their 
advertising value. The athletes are given paid employment with little 
work to do and are free to practise and compete at all times. For national 
aggrandizement, governnients occasionally adopt the same methods and 
give athletes position in the Army, on the police force or in a govern­
ment office. They also operate training camps for extended periods. 
Some colleges and universities offer outstanding athletes scholarships 
and inducements of various kinds. Recipients of these special favours 
which are granted only because of athletic ability are not eligible to 
compete in the Olympic Games. 

POLITICAL USE OF SPORT 

The International Olympic Committee notes with great satisfaction 
that its efforts arc universally approved, it rejoices in the enthusiasm 
which the Olympic Movement has encouraged among different nations 
and it congratulates those which, with a view of encouraging popular 
sports have adopted vast programs of physical education. 

It considers, however, as dangerous to the Olympic ideals, that, 
besides the proper development of sports in accordance with the prin­
ciples of amateurism, certain tendencies exist which aim primarily at 
a national exaltation of the results gained instead of the realization that 
the sharing of friendly effort and rivalry is the essential aim of the 
Olympic Games. 

THE OLYMPIC GAMES ARE NOT FOR PROFIT 

No one is permitted to profit from the Olympic Games. If it were 
not for the voluntary service given by thousands of men and women 
who are men»bers of the International Olympic Committee, the 
International Federations, the National Olympic Committees and the 
National Federations, there would be no Olympic Games. It would be 
impossible to pay for these services, which are so gladly contributed by 
those who believe in amateur sport. The Games rest on this splendid 
and solid foundation and all are determined that neither individuals, 
organizations or nations shall be permitted to profit from them, 
politically or commercially. That is why Olympic Rules provide that all 
profits, if any, from the Olympic Games must be paid to the Internatio­
nal Olympic Committee and be used for the promotion of the Olympic 
Movement or the development of amateur spurt. 
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26 
I. To be eligible for participation in the Olympic Games, a competitor 

must observe the tradit ional Olympic spirit and ethic and have 
always participated in sport as an avocation without having received 
any remuneration for his participation. 

His livelihood must not be derived from or be dependent upon 
income from sport and he must be engaged in a basic occupation 
to provide for his present and future. 

He must not be, or have been, a professional, semi-professional 
or so-called "non-amateur" in any sport. He must not have coached, 
taught or trained sports competitors for personal gain. Physical 
education teachers who instruct beginners are eligible. 

II . A competitor must observe and abide by the Rules of the Inter­
national Federation that controls the sport in which he participates, 
even if these Rules should be stricter than those imposed by the 
International Olympic Committee. 

He must comply with his Federation's directives and those issued 
by the International Olympic Committee. * 

I I I . A competitor is permitted to accept : 

1. Assistance via his Nat ional Olympic Committee or Nat ional Sports 
Federation during the recognised periods for training and part icipa­
tion in competitions including the Olympic Games. Such assistance 
shall include only : lodging in training, food, transport, sports equip­
ment and installations, coaching, medical care, as well as pocket 
money to cover incidental expenses within the limits agreed by his 
respective International Sports Federation or by his National Olympic 
Committee. 

The recognised period for full time training, where agreed by 
the International Federations or Nat ional Olympic Committees must 
not normally exceed an aggregate of 30 days and in no case exceed 
60 in one calendar year. 

* The International Olympic Committee's directives are : 
(i) He must not have directly or indirectly allowed his name, his photograph 

or his sports performance to be used individually for advertising purposes. 
b) He may not write or sign any publication or allow any to be signed on his 

behalf, nor may he appear on radio or television during the Olympic Games 
in which he is participating without the permission of his chef de mission. 

c) Advertising resulting from any equipment contracts by National Federations 
shall be strictly controlled by the International Federations, and copies of 
such contracts shall be lodged with and approved by the International 
Olympic Committee. 



2. Insurance coverage in respect of accidents or illness in connection 
with training or competition. 

3. Scholarships granted in accordance with academic and technical 
standards, dependent upon the fulfillment of scholastic obligations 
and not on athletic prowess. 

4. Prizes won in competition within the limits of the Rules established 
by the respective International Federations and approved by the 
International Olympic Committee. 

5. The International Olympic Committee is opposed to payment for 
broken time, except that compensation in deserving cases may be 
authorised by National Olympic Committees or International Federa­
tions to cover only the loss of salary or wages resulting from the 
competitor's absence from work on account of participation in the 
Olympic Games and important international sports meetings approved 
by the International Federations. Under no circumstances may pay­
ment made under this provision exceed the sum which the competitor 
would have earned in his occupation over the same period. 

IV. I t is intended to eliminate those who are interested in sport for 
financial reasons and to confine the Olympic Games to those eligible 
according to this rule and a Committee will be established to consult 
and co-operate with International Federations and National Olympic 
Committees in its enforcement. 

Participation of women 

Female athletes may be subjected to medical proof. 

(Will be amended following the advice of the Medical Commission 
of the International Olympic Committee and included in Rule 27 on par­
ticipation of women.) 

Doping; 

The athlete who in an individual sport has been shown to have used 
dope is excluded from the Olympic Games. In team sports : 

a) the team of an athlete who has been shown to have used dope is 
excluded if the team can benefit from this usage ; 

b) in those sports (like gymnastics, modern pentathlon) where the team 
can no longer participate because of the disqualification of one ath­
lete, the remainder of the team will be able to take par t on an indi-



vidual. The athlete who does not attend for the control will be 
disqualified. 

(To be included following advice of Medical Commission in main 
rules.) 

Penalties in case of fraud 

A competitor proved to have transgressed the Olympic Rules know­
ingly shall be disqualified and lose any position that he may have gai­
ned. If this competitor's National Olympic Committee or National Fede­
ration is proved to have been party to the fraud, the entire team in the 
sport involved shall also be disqualified. 

Non-amateurs and semi-professionals 

Individuals subsidized by governments, educational institutions, or 
business concerns because of their athletic ability are not amateurs. 
Business and industrial concerns sometimes employ athletes for their 
advertising value. The athletes are given paid employment with little 
work to do and are free to practise and compete at all times. For national 
aggrandizement, governments occasionally adopt the same methods and 
give athletes position in the Army, on the police force or in a govern­
ment office. They also operate training camps for extended periods. 
Some colleges and universities offer outstanding athletes scholarships and 
inducements of various kinds. Recipients of these special favours which 
are granted only because of athletic ability are not eligible to compete 
in the Olympic Games. 
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