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HISTORy medialillehammer 2016 facts
July 6, 2007 
Establishment

During the 119th IOC Session 
in Guatemala City, the IOC 
approves the creation of the 
Youth Olympic Games.

August 14–26, 2010 
Singapore 2010

Singapore is first in line and 
arranges the first summer 
version of the Youth Olympic 
Games. Over 3,600 athletes 
compete in 26 different sports.

January 13–22, 2012 
Innsbruck 2012

Innsbruck, Austria arranges the 
first winter version of the Youth 
Olympic Games after winning 
the bid over Kuopio, Finland. 
1,059 athletes participate.

August 16–28, 2014
Nanjing 2014

The Chinese city of Nanjing 
arranges the second Summer 
Youth Olympic Games. 3,759 
athletes participate.

6,739
Media pieces in the nation-
al press from August 2012 
until after the Games.

500,000
Unique visitors to the Lil-
lehammer 2016 homepage 
during the Games.

141
Different countries that 
broadcast photos etc. 
from Lillehammer 2016.

3,072,000
Viewers of the national 
broadcaster NRK pro-
grams from the Games.

During the 30-day Olympic Torch Tour, 5 cars drive a total of 30,000 kilometers through all of 
Norway’s counties. There are 21 torch events staged, with 29,070 spectators and 147 torchbearers. 
1,102,000 follow the tour on Facebook. Media coverage includes 15 radio broadcasts, 20 television 
reports, and 287 newspaper articles. See photos from the journey on pages 86 – 147.

FOLLOWERS

Instagram

17,600
Twitter

6,500

Facebook

46,300
Snapchat

5,000

15
DICIPLINES

1,067
ATHLETES

48
VENUES

10,444
ACCREDITATIONS

375
CULTURAL EVENTS

21,143
PARTICIPANTS IN TRY THE SPORT

33
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

20,000
SCHOOL CHILDREN VISITS

212,604
SPECTATORS

70
MEDAL EVENTS

71
PARTICIPATING NOCS

203
COMPETITIONS

3,278
VOLUNTEERS

115
LYOGOC AUTOMOBILES

54,000
BUS PASSENGERS

206
TEMPORARY ROAD SIGNS

840
SQ.M. WAREHOUSE

653
JOURNALISTS ATTENDING

170
WIFI ACCESS POINTS

713
LYOGOC TELEPHONES USED

2,085
HOTEL ROOMS IN USE

517
FOREIGN VOLUNTEERS

133
EMPLOYEES

39
YOUNG AMBASSADORS



FROM FELLI TO FIREWORKS
This is the story of how the legacy of the 1994 Lillehammer Olympics was transformed into a 
unique new creation by an eager young generation with a story of its own to tell.

On the road to 1994, IOC sports director Gilbert Fel-
li coordinated with Norway and Lillehammer for an 
event that would be recognized as "the best Winter 
Olympic Games ever." In December 2011, when the 
same director Felli officially introduced Lilleham-
mer as host for the 2016 Youth Olympic Games, 
great expectations were created around the world.

Lillehammer, the region, and Norway would expe-
rience a new Olympic adventure. This time, it would 
be young people in focus: as athletes, as performers 
in cultural events, as volunteers, as spectators - and 
as the organizers.

Børre Roglien, the head of the Norwegian Confed-
eration of Sports at the time, made a promise on that 
December day in 2011: “We will build upon the 1994 
legacy while creating a new legacy built by and for 
youth - for Norway and the rest of the winter sports 
world.” With those words, Mr. Roglien set the course 
for the four-year journey, guided by the official slo-

gan, "Go beyond. Create Tomorrow."
Work began at a feverish pace in the country’s 

Olympic Region – inland Norway. Ground was bro-
ken and building began for housing units that would 
accommodate the world’s best youth athletes during 
the Games. New venues were constructed in record 
time.

Historical sports jewels – the venues built for the 
1994 Winter Olympic Games – were upgraded, once 
again to be the host for fantastic competitions un-
der the Olympic Rings. The knowledge, experience, 
and expertise from those 16 historical days would be 
ready as a new Olympic Cauldron would be lit exact-
ly 22 years later on February 12, 2016.  

On that day, fireworks once again lit up Lysgårds-
bakkene in a new magical Opening Ceremony. 
During the 10 days that followed, 214,000 specta-
tors embraced Lillehammer 2016 and the beauty of 
sport, education, and culture, all in balance. There 

would be blue skies, long queues, and unique expe-
riences – made by, with, and for young people.

The young athletes and the 3,278 volunteers would 
make their unforgettably positive mark over the next 
10 days. Over half of these volunteers were under 
30 years old, building a movement where the young 
are taken seriously, seizing the possibility to learn, 
develop, and be a part of a fellowship far larger than 
any one person.

Youth and fellowship created a truly unique event, 
with memories that will warm long for years and 
generations to come.  

In this publication, we will share stories about 
Lillehammer 2016, how it was organized and how 
it was staged, but mostly we will share with you the 
story of how thousands of young people dared to Go 
Beyond and Create Tomorrow.

Tomorrow has now become today. Enjoy the sto-
ries.

introduction
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FINAL SCORE: AMATEURS 
792 - PROFESSIONALS 8
“The fact that you are not nervous makes me nervous.” Honest words from 
IOC president Bach to head of ceremonies Kjersti Vikør, hours away from the 
Lillehammer 2016 Opening Ceremony.  

The Opening Ceremony sold out long before Febru-
ary 12. A total of 13,500 spectators had tickets to the 
event, taking place exactly 22 years after the open-
ing of the XVII Winter Olympics in 1994. Nation-
al broadcaster NRK was heavily involved with a live 
transmission of the entire ceremony on NRK3. The 
event would be broadcast via the Olympic Broadcast-
er Service (OBS) and to rights holders the world over.

“I wasn’t nervous on the opening day, even though 
this worried President Bach. Any problems with 

my nerves disappeared when the dress rehearsal 
was held the day before. I knew then that we would 
be fine,” says Kjersti Vikør, who had gone through 
many weeks of preparation with an eager but inexpe-
rienced group of 800 performers.  

“Ha Ha. Well, we did have eight professional danc-
ers! The rest had volunteered to take part in different 
roles as extras or in performing roles. There was a 
wide range of talent, for sure. Everything from old 
and young cross-country skiers, cheerleaders, drill 

opening ceremony
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team girls, paraglider pilots, bumper 
car drivers, and marching bands to Nor-
wegian National Team Telemark skiers. 
I had a lot to work with,” recalls Vikør 
with a grin.

What everyone had in common was 
that each person was far outside of his or 
her comfort zone. No one had ever done 
this before.

“Our artistic team had a solid back-
ground from theater, but no one had 
ever constructed outdoor scenes and 
backdrops before. There were not many 
of the performers who had spent a lot of 
time on stage, so we practiced hard to get 
everything to work in sync,” Vikør says 
as she thinks back to her first rehearsal 
with 12-year old cross-country skiers. 

“The young skiers kind of freaked out 
when they understood that they would 
have to do a lot more than walk around 
on skis. This was new to them and ev-
eryone else. But we delivered, all of us,” 
Vikør says, leaving us with a wide grin, 
from ear to ear.

opening ceremony
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792
ARTISTS (ONLY 8 PROF.)

600
VOLUNTEERS

134
MINUTES OF MUSIC

13,000
SPECTATORS (SOLD OUT)

600,000
TV VIEWERS (NRK)

1,500
M³ SNOW ON STAGE

opening ceremony

from cinema to ceremony
Eilif Hellum Noraker (16) of Dr. 
Proktor and Kon-Tiki film fame, has 
the leading role.



royal test: PASSED WITH 
FLYING COLORS
Princess Ingrid Alexandra (12) had the honor of lighting the 
Olympic Cauldron at the Opening Ceremony in Lysgårdsbakkene, 
just as her father had done 22 years before.

“This was special,” says Crown Prince Haa-
kon, talking with local newspaper GD about 
his daughter's assignment.

With the Opening Ceremony in 1994, 
King Harald was responsible for the Official 
Opening of the Games. This time, it was his 
granddaughter’s turn to climb the stairs, 
reaching bravely up to the giant cauldron 
with Olympic Torch in hand.

The Crown Prince describes his reaction 
when first approached by the LYOGOC about 
his daughter performing the historic duty.

“First, I thought that this would be nice, 
that she should do the same as I had done 
in 1994. But, we are parents and we started 
to have other more parental thoughts. She 
is a child who first and foremost has to go 
to school – but when Ingrid Alexandra was 

asked, it was something that she really want-
ed to do,” explains the Crown Prince.

The assignment was carried out perfectly 
by the young heir to the throne as her fami-
ly sat in the Royal Tribune and followed the 
action.

“While I enjoyed the Opening Ceremony 
very much, I missed a bit as I was occupied 
by thoughts of Ingrid,” the Crown Princess 
shared with the newspaper the day after. 
“Right then I was a mother to a 12-year-old 
girl who was to light the Olympic Cauldron. 
Of course, I was a proud mother!” 

Lighting of the Olympic Cauldron was the 
first official international assignment for the 
young princess, and the Opening Ceremony 
was sent direct on NRK to a number of TV 
channels throughout the world.

opening ceremony

16



opening ceremony

FAMILIAR FIREWORKS
Just as Crown Prince Haakon and daughter Princess Ingrid 
Alexandra have a historic link to 1994, the fireworks that closed 
out the Opening Ceremony also have a story to tell.

Like father, like son, as they say, as it 
was the son of the Lillehammer 1994 
fireworks supplier who delivered and 
put on the show at Lillehammer 2016. 
The spectacular and well-received 
show seemed a question of family 
honor, as it was done on a shoestring 
Games budget.

“Seldom has anyone gotten such 
a fireworks show for so little money. 
They just would not end. A fantastic 
show!” says Lillehammer 2016 CEO 
Tomas Holmestad.

For a long time, it seemed that the 
fireworks show would suffer from 
expanding costs similar to a teenager 
outgrowing his clothes. Discussions 
about whether or not to have fireworks 

continued, and they were nearing a 
conclusion that had to come at a board 
meeting on January 19, just three 
weeks before the Opening Ceremony. 
The discussion ended quickly, thanks 
to board member Gerhard Heiberg: 
“There are going to be fireworks at the 
Opening Ceremony – even if the bud-
get goes up in smoke!”

No one protested. That same eve-
ning the order was put in for the fire-
works, and as we know, it resulted in 
a show that Lillehammer has seldom 
seen. As the final flashes of light faded 
into the night, the unanimous conclu-
sion was, “Those fireworks were the 
best board of directors decision ever!”
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flying right into the yog
Siri Hatlen is sitting on a plane on her way to Innsbruck, having just been appointed as the chairman 
of the board for the Youth Olympic Games – not really knowing to what she has said yes.

It is January 2012. Siri Hatlan’s telephone rings. Min-
ister of Culture Anniken Huitfeldt is on the line. The 
former minister gets right to the point – she wants 
Siri as chairman.

“I was a little quiet. I had never heard of the Youth 
Olympic Games,” laughs Hatlen.  

During the course of a few minutes, the minister 
explains the concept. Sport, culture, and education in 
one event, with a unanimous Norwegian Parliament 
in support.

“I asked for a few days to think about it, but I did 
not need it. During the course of that short conver-
sation, I knew it was something I wanted to do,” ex-
plains Siri Hatlen

A few days later she is on that plane to Innsbruck, 
where plans for the first Winter Youth Olympic 
Games are underway. On the plane, she receives a 
detailed briefing but is uncertain and excited as to 

what awaits her.
“I only knew of the IOC through the media, and 

it felt like I was barging into a world dominated by 
closed rooms and many men,” she recalls.

Immediately after landing, she is taken directly to 
a meeting. There are indeed many men. She is seat-
ed right by then-IOC president Jacques Rogge. He is 
the creator of the Youth Olympic idea and welcomes 
the fresh chairman with open arms.

“I was a bit nervous. This was President Rogge’s 
brainchild, and I felt privileged to have an important 
role,” explains Siri.

Siri quickly establishes a close professional rela-
tionship with the Belgian. “Mr. Rogge is a warm and 
welcoming person who supported us from the start. 
To have him and Gerhard Heiberg as supporters was 
very important,” says Siri. “It was extremely nice to 
have Jacques Rogge as a guest in Lillehammer the 

entire event and see close at hand his unending en-
thusiasm."

Rogge came with words of wisdom to the newly ap-
pointed chairman during their first meeting. “‘This 
will change your life forever,’ President Rogge said 
to me. I have said the same to many young people 
in our organization,” says Siri Hatlen, who now can 
look back on her Olympic adventure, which began 
with a single telephone call.

“We succeeded; we did it! With solid backing from 
the entire IOC, young leaders in key positions, and 
a fantastic team lead by Tomas. Everyone delivered 
according to our vision, ‘Go Beyond. Create Tomor-
row.’ We did it in the Norwegian way, with the values 
and goals that lie behind the Youth Olympics. I am 
happy and proud to have been a part of this,” Chair-
man Hatlen concludes.

the road to the games
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spring – autumn 2012

august 2012

First LYOGOC employees onboard
The first four employees are recruited for lea-
dership positions in the LYOGOC, to begin in 
August/September. Atle Roll-Matthiesen (CEO), 
Tomas Holmestad (Project Control, Economy), 
Kristin Nilseng (Staff and Administration) and 
Magne Vikøren (Communication and Public 
Relations) comprise the quartet that will kick-
start LYOGOC.

january 29, 2012

Board appointed
Minister of Culture Anniken Huitfeldt ap-
points a LYOGOC Board of Directors led by 
Siri Hatlen. Parliament adopts a resolution 
for majority government ownership with the 
partners: Norwegian government (51%), the 
Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic Commit-
tee and Confederation of Sports (24.5%), and 
the Municipality of Lillehammer (24.5%).

june 18, 2012

Crown Prince Haakon joins us
Crown Prince Haakon will serve in 
LYOGOC’s Main Committee, with an 
advisory function for the LYOGOC Board 
of Directors, with members appointed by 
the owners, as well as members from the 
municipality, county, sports federations, 
regional federations, governmental agen-
cies and other organizations.

october 27, 2012

First major visit from the IOC
The IOC Coordination Commission that 
will follow-up and coordinate LYOGOC 
progress makes its first visit. The visit 
is led by IOC member and Olympic Ice 
Hockey Champion Angela Ruggiero 
(USA). Commission members are guid-
ed on tours to most of the venues to be 
used for Lillehammer 2016.

spring 2012

june 19, 2012

curling trousers for 
President Rogge    
IOC President Jacques Rogge 
and Minister of Culture Anni-
ken Huitfeldt preside over the 
Official Opening of the Curling 
Hall in Lillehammer. The Mi-
nister places the cornerstone 
for a venue that will prove to 
be popular before, during, and 
after the Games.

“Enjoy this fantastic sport, 
and we will meet in 2016 for 
the Youth Olympic Games 
here in Lillehammer,” was 
President Rogge’s message. 
The IOC President does not 
leave empty-handed, receiving 
a pair of specially designed 
Curling trousers for which the 
Norwegian national team is 
famous.

the road to the games
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CROWN PRINCE IMPRESSED
Crown Prince Haakon followed the development of Lillehammer 2016 right from the start 
and was an eager supporter during the Games. Many volunteers met the enthusiastic Crown 
Prince, who was learning all he could about this unique event.

In an exclusive interview with regional newspaper GD 
reporter Asmund Hanslien, the Crown Prince tells just 
why he was such an active supporter.
“There are two main reasons – it is large and complex 
event – staged for the benefit of young people. This 
made Lillehammer 2016 important for me, and I wan-
ted to contribute. It also is a unique combination of 
sport, culture, and education. This I like.” 

Beyond Sport
“The Youth Olympic Games concept has interesting 
dimensions related to ethics, antidoping, fair play, and 
team building; themes are always important in sport, 
but also for society in general,” says the Crown Prince.
The Crown Prince is impressed by the young Lilleham-
mer 2016 organization and its achievements. He says, 
“There has been a strong focus on success factors and 
what is left as a footprint, a legacy, after the Games. 

Lillehammer 2016 has attracted young trainers and 
leaders, as well as venue managers and sports techni-
cal experts who are committed to ensuring quality and 
long-term growth of our events. The Youth Olympic 
Games have caused the Olympic venues from 1994 
to upgrade and added new venues such as a new ice 
hockey training hall, a curling hall, and new student 
housing.”

What has the Crown Prince learned from being on the 
committee?

“I have learned more about project management. It 
is an exciting prospect to go from ‘zero’ to a major or-
ganization, where the idea of legacy is at the foundati-
on in all planning. This has been done well, a process 
where I have enjoyed a strong learning process.”

Asmund Hanslien, Gudbrandsdølen Dagningen

the road to the games
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THE PRINCE IS IMPRESSED

MEETING THE CHANGEMAKERS 
During the Games, Norway’s 19 
Changemakers gather for a chat with 
the Crown Prince.



VISION ACCOMPLISHED
November 2012 - “Idle chatter. We should be working on concrete plans for transport and 
logistics. Not throw away time to find some high-flying vision.” These words belonged to 
an extremely skeptical Tomas Holmestad. Then something happened.

"Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow." This was our vi-
sion for Lillehammer 2016. In the autumn of 2012, 
we began a process to define our values, promises, 
and visions that would be the guiding factors for the 
Youth Olympic Games. Ingbrigt Steen Jensen, who 
had a strong hand in creating the motto for the 1994 
Olympics, facilitated the process – one about which 
Tomas Holmestad, then our project and economy 
director, made it crystal clear just what he thought.

“I was probably the most skeptical person in the 
room, and that said something. Never good at faking 
things, and if I do not believe in something, I can-
not hide it. What is funny it that I have become the 
biggest supporter of our vision than anyone,” says 
Holmestad with a chuckle. Homestad took over the 
role of CEO in July 2013.

Thanks to a holistic process that included 80 peo-
ple from media, sport, education, culture, and busi-
ness, the organization committee found its values 
and vision. "Awesome and Humble. Playful and De-
termined." supported the vision.

“Are we humble? Are we going to create tomor-
row? We asked ourselves constantly, a reality check. 
The vision became such a part of our activities that 
after a while they (it?) also became the vision for the 
Lillehammer 2016 Youth Olympics,” says Magne 
Vikøren, communications and marketing director, 
who led the strategy work.

“Our vision was perhaps the biggest single suc-
cess. It gave us clear guidance about where we were 
going. It unleashed an unbelievable togetherness 
and momentum as we neared the Games,” says 

Holmestad.
Volunteers received relatively limited training for 

concrete work activities before the Olympics – but 
all were drilled constantly about the vision for Lille-
hammer 2016.

“Many volunteers did not know in specific detail 
level what they could expect during the Games but 
knew exactly why they were doing it,” says Holmes-
tad. He refers to a meeting with a volunteer right 
before the Opening Ceremony. “I asked what he was 
doing, expecting an answer about responsibilities 
and such. Instead, the volunteer answered proudly, 
‘What am I doing? I am creating tomorrow!’”

the road to the games
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spring - autumn 2013

september 27, 2013

Opening date moved
Lillehammer 2016 has been moved for-
ward two weeks to avoid a date conflict 
with the Oslo’s Biathlon World Cham-
pionships. The new dates are February 
12 – 21, meaning that Lillehammer 2016 
will begin exactly the same date as the 
XVII Winter Olympic Games Opening 
Ceremony 22 years earlier. 

june 1, 2013

1,000 days to the Games
The 1,000-day countdown to Lillehammer 2016 starts today. 
Many join the celebration, including Minister of Culture Hadja 
Tadjik and alpine skier Aksel Lund Svindal. The hashtag #in-
1000days is introduced to Social Media, and our one-man PR & 
Communications team travels to Gjøvik and Hamar with a large 
banner where students write down their hopes for the future. In 
Lillehammer, people do the same, where they also proudly wave 
the Olympic flag. 

june 13, 2013

the re-visit
Gjøvik hosts the second IOC Coordi-
nation Commission. For IOC member 
Yang Yang, this is a reunion with the 
Olympic Cavern Hall, where she took 
part in her first World Championships 
in 1995. “After traveling the world 
over I understand how unique this 
hall really is,” Yang Yang comments.

october 5, 2013

Youth Hall opens
The new Youth Hall is now ready for 
use, with the first match played today. 
Lillehammer Ice Hockey Club U8 players 
divide into two teams with NHL champi-
ons Pittsburgh Penguins and Winnipeg 
Jets uniforms. The hall will be used for 
training and matches during Lilleham-
mer 2016. 

the road to the games
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autumn 2013

october 30, 2013

Cornerstone placed 
for the Youth Olympic 
Village
Erlend Flåten, a student at 
the Norwegian College of 
Elite Sport (NTG), together 
with Elise Arnheim, the Board 
Chairman of the Oppland 
Student Association, place the 
cornerstone for the 360 new 
student-housing units for what 
will be the Youth Olympic 
Village (YOV) during Lilleham-
mer 2016. The cornerstone 
itself contains textbooks from 
NTG, sports equipment and a 
large banner where youngsters 
write down their wishes for 
the future. This symbolizes 
knowledge, sport and hope for 
the future for students, and 
for the young athletes that will 
live here during the Games. 
This is the biggest building 
project that the committee will 
undertake.



HEALTH EFFORTS PAY OFF
Over 220 people contributed to delivering health services in all venues during Lillehammer 
2016. The expertise developed will keep the region in good health for a long time to come.

Two years before the Games, the organization com-
mittee had completed an agreement with the Inn-
landet Hospital Trust, with Lillehammer Hospital 
assuming operational responsibility for planning and 
coordinating game-time medical operations and con-
tingencies.

“When the hospital assumed this role, we linked 
it with the Sports Medicine Project, a project with 
the goal of establishing specific hospital services to-
gether with those working with sport and youth and 
various regional sports events,” says Thomas Moger, 
Lillehammer 2016’s chief medical officer (CMO) and 
Sports Medicine Project manager.

The hospital used the Lillehammer 2016 initiati-
ve to raise the level of hospital personnel expertise. 
“This cooperation created values that will benefit 

the entire region. It gives us increased knowledge 
and experience with different types of diagnosis and 
injuries, good routines, and procedures for a more 
holistic treatment process. Together, this enables us 
to offer improved services to all hospital patients – in-
cluding those who are not top sports talents,” explains 
assistant CMO Hans Kristian Holm.

In addition, experience gained through the project 
spread knowledge about training and injury preventi-
on to younger sports participants, with lectures and 
seminars held in the region before the Games that 
addressed these topics.

Services provided during the Games were made 
possible thanks to major efforts by hospital employe-
es, in cooperation with numerous regional organiza-
tions. Professionals included 37 doctors, 62 nurses, 

and 52 people from pre-hospital services. Norwegian 
People’s Aid, the Aktivklinikken, and the Syhusapote-
ket (Hospital Pharmacy) were also active supporters.

In addition to this, Dr. Moger and his department 
coordinated efforts with anti-doping in close coope-
ration with AntiDoping Norge. Long-term develop-
ment of expertise was also emphasized, creating the 
Chaperone Program, with assistants chosen from 
health and social services students and trained by An-
ti-Doping Norge. In total, 152 urine tests and 25 blood 
tests were conducted. The tests were conducted on 
149 athletes from 35 nations, with no positive tests.

“Lillehammer 2016 is over, but the expertise re-
mains. The event has provided us with a long-term 
increase in expertise,” declares Dr. Moger.

the road to the games
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SPORTS MEDICINE PROJECT

EFFORTS WITH LEGACY EFFECT
Lillehammer 2016 is only the start 
for (from left) Thomas Moger, Tove 
Grete Berg and Kristian Holm.



Rock-Solid 
Design
“Are they really going to let students make the design profile for the 
Youth Olympics?” The skepticism from branch professionals was 
strong - but four young women from the Gjøvik University College 
silenced their protests.

“It is awesome that young design-
ers are involved. Especially when the 
event is as big and important as this,” 
Anja Rullestad proudly says. Along 
with Marte Stensrud, Live Andrea 
Sulheim, and Marianne Ågnotes, she 
is an Olympic designer – an Olympic 
design team before even completing 
their education.  

To create the visual profile for the 
Olympics is challenging, but the de-

cision was made early that this would 
be undertaken by youths. Despite 
warnings of caution from branch pro-
fessionals, second-year media design 
students from Gjøvik University Col-
lege were asked to develop suggestions 
for a logo and visual profile. The four 
young women won the competition 
with a colorful mountain chain and a 
stylish logo.

“We were amazed when we were 

the road to the games
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STUDIED AT ntnu GJØVIK

THE DESIGNERS
Anja Rullestad, Marte Stensrud, Live A. 
Sulheim and Marianne Ågotnes created 
the visual profile for Lillehammer 2016.  



the road to the games

given the assignment back in 2013. 
Now we can proudly look back on how 
we created something in a classroom 
means a lot. Our banner was every-
where, throughout all the venues, in the 
media; even on clothing we saw, people 
wore our logo and design,” Stensrud 
says, and continues:

 "The design comes directly from the 
slogan, 'Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow.’ 
Our young design talents found inspi-
ration in Norwegian nature and the 
magnificent mountain chains through-
out the country. The strongest colors in 
the mountain chain symbolize solidari-
ty and energy created when youth from 
the entire world come together.”

“This design symbolizes breaking 
down barriers, good and hard times, 
and achievement – what we knew we be 
the essence of the Lillehammer 2016 
Games,” say the young designers.

This Olympic adventure is only the 
beginning for the girls. In their last year 
of school, they established the company 
Malm Design – supplying graphic de-
sign services to the committee (to the 
organization committee) even before 
the girls completed their studies. 

the road to the games

Olympic Postage Stamps 
In addition to putting their creative mark 
on the Olympics with their design, the four 
young women in Malm Design also created 
the official Lillehammer 2016 stamp for the 
Norwegian Postal Service. 

Creating a postage stamp was not the top 
priority for the organization committee; 
the emphasis was on digital communica-
tion channels. One telephone call from the 
Norwegian Postal Service quickly changed 
all that. 

“We learned that the chance to create a 
stamp was a very rare opportunity, and what 
an honor it was,” explains marketing and 
communication director Magne Vikøren.

The enthusiasm in the organization com-
mittee was even greater when the assign-
ment went to the four girls in Malm Design. 
“This was an unbelievable and exciting as-
signment, and we really are proud of the re-
sult,” says Sulheim on behalf of the young 
women behind the design. The motive on 
the postage stamp was a blend of the feel-
ing of a hike in the Norwegian mountains 
combined with the visual profile of the 
Games.
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GETTING IN TUNE
The date is February 12, 2014, the day that the organization committee is to get  
in tune with youth. Twenty years have gone since Lillehammer 1994. Two years 
until Lillehammer 2016. 

Project manager Håkon Lauvålien stands outside 
Håkons Hall on Stampesletta, surrounded by 2,400 
youngsters from Lillehammer, Gausdal, Øyer, and 
Ringebu. On their way out of the venue, fresh from 
their first encounter with the Youth Olympic Games 
project.  

Lauvålien watches them pass. “This is the first time 
that we have met so many youngsters face to face. It 
is exciting to see how much they will care and want to 
get involved,” he says. He knows that this is a special 
group to understand and motivate.

The 2,400 youngsters now gather around a Stamp-
esletta stage, with 18-year old Emma Speight ready to 

perform the new song “Go Beyond. Create Tomor-
row.” The kids have learned a dance to the song, and 
on cue, the music begins. Immediately Lauvålien sees 
the effect: Everyone is dancing. The place is cooking, 
youngsters smiling, laughing, and dancing. 

“Today I see the huge dimensions of these Games; 
fantastic to see the positive reception to the music 
and the day. The kids love it. Organization days are 
filled with planning, documentation, and meetings, 
and to come out today and see the real effect, kids 
dancing and having a good time to the sound of the 
Games - that makes it real,” says with a smile, turning 
back towards the stage as the music continues.

Olympic Atmosphere in Lillehammer
Today, twenty years after, Lillehammer Municipali-
ty has organized a retrofest on Lilletorget, with the 
walking street Storgata decorated with the design el-
ements from 1994. Time has not only stopped; it has 
gone back a generation.

Stein B. Oslo, Visit Lillehammer event coordinator 
and arguably the biggest Youth Olympics supporter 
found anywhere, joins the celebration. “I had to go up 
in the attic and dig out my old representation jacket. 
It still fits; what do you think?" he says with a laugh.  
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2 YEARS TO GO

THINGS ARE COOKIN’
The atmosphere is electric as 2,400 
youngsters dance outside Håkons 
Hall, celebrating 2 years to the Games.

stein b. olsen



spring 2014

april 23, 2014

Operational venue planning
LYOGOC begins the operational planning 
at the venues. The first project is the Lil-
lehammer Olympic Sliding Center (LOC), 
where Version 1 of a complete venue plan 
will be developed over six weeks. Thus 
begins work on Venue Operation Manuals 
that will provide guidance for venue activi-
ties during the Games. 

february 12, 2014

Summit in Sochi
A small LYOGOC delegation travels to Sochi to 
gain experience in staging Olympic Games. Crown 
Prince Haakon meets IOC President Thomas Bach 
during a ‘2 years to the Games’ event organized by 
LYOGOC. This celebrates the upcoming 2016, while 
looking 20 years back to Lillehammer 1994 when 
the city last hosted the Olympics.  After Sochi, Lille-
hammer 2016 is next!  

may 13, 2014

adecco joins
Adecco becomes the 
first Lillehammer 2016 
sponsor, contributing with 
both money and services 
for a top-level national 
sponsor agreement in 
what will prove to be an 
excellent cooperation.
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spring 2014

may 21, 2014

Pictogram launch  
and IOC visit
Coinciding with a visit from 
IOC President Bach and the 
third visit from the IOC Co-
ordination Commission, the 
sports pictogram program is 
introduced in Lillehammer. The 
pictogram design has been 
developed by 24-year old Ida 
Syverinsen from the Hamar 
company Ferskvann. 

Thomas Bach praises both 
the result and the fact that the 
LYOGOC has again involved 
young design talent in a presti-
gious process. 

The organization staff has 
now grown to 20 people, and 
the IOC is especially satisfied 
with the project’s increased 
focus since the Commission’s 
previous visit.

april 25, 2014

First leadership course for youth
The first leadership seminar for young volunteers 
is staged in Elverum, with training designed to pre-
pare them for their role in Lillehammer 2016, and 
a legacy for Norwegian sport. A total of 200 young 
people age 15 - 20 take part and it is so popular 
that extra seminars are later conducted. This is a 
cooperation between LYOGOC and the Norwegian 
Olympic Committee (NIF).   



ONE FOR THE  
FUTURE
As Øystein Wilhelmsen (27) approached the podium 
at the 2014 International World Ice Hockey Congress in 
Minsk, the young man from Lillehammer knew that he 
had put on some very big shoes.

One goal of Lillehammer 2016 
was to stimulate increased ex-
pertise in the region. LYOCOG 
head of sports Jostein Buraas 
tells us, “To anchor these ac-
tivities in the region, we ap-
proached regional event orga-
nizers as asked them to take 
responsibility for the staging of 
different sports competitions. 
We found that they were eager 
to contribute. We also agreed 

that where possible, youth 
should be given sports manage-
ment responsibility, with men-
tors backing them up.”

Øystein Wilhelmsen enters 
our story. While a student in 
Lillehammer, he had become 
heavily involved in the Lilleham-
mer Ice Hockey Club. Then, two 
years before the Games, the club 
approached him with an inter-
esting proposition, the start of a 
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kristins hall

PUBLIC SUCCESS
Ice Hockey matches in Kristins Hall 
are very popular during the Games, 
with long lines waiting for tickets.



fairy tale. “The club had agreed to orga-
nize the ice hockey tournament during 
Lillehammer 2016, and they asked me 
if I would like to lead that work. Yes, 
of course. I was proud and extremely 
motivated.”

One of Wilhelmsen’s first assign-
ments was to travel to Minsk to present 
to the Congress of the International Ice 
Hockey Federation. “The entire hockey 
world would listen to what I had to say 
about Lillehammer 2016. It was then 
I understood the responsibility that I 
had taken upon myself,” explains Wil-
helmsen.

Then the hard work of prepara-
tion began. Plans made, equipment 
purchased, volunteers recruited and 
trained. Wilhelmsen knew he was not 
alone. He could count on trusted peo-
ple, including his mentor Tom Jøstne, 
experienced venue manager Andre 
Holen, the LYOGOC, and the Lilleham-
mer Hockey Club with experience back 
to 1994 and even before. They had his 
back.

“The International Federation fol-
lowed us closely and visit Lillehammer 
several times, contributing greatly un-
derway. I learned a great deal by being 

part of the team in the organization 
committee, a beehive of young people 
with many creative ideas and energy. 
There was lots of hard work and late 
nights, but the experience I have gained 
will be with me for the rest of my life. 
I have learned project management, 
international work, and so much about 
organizing major sporting events,” says 
Wilhelmsen.

 Among the many memorable mo-
ments throughout the Games, Wil-
helmsen says that two stood out. 
“When the first hockey match was to 
be played before the Opening Cere-
mony, there was a long line of people 
waiting outside the hall that did not get 
to come in! That is when I understood 
that Lillehammer 2016 was going to be 
very popular. It was nearly impossible 
to get into Kristins Hall during the en-
tire 10 days," he recalls.

“I also remember the feeling of 
knowing that things will work out, 
even though they might not go exact-
ly as planned," he says. "Hats off to the 
amazing volunteers who fixed things 
right there and then when problems 
arose.”
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Sport Sport Organization Sport Manager Mentor

Ski Jumping World Cup Lillehammer Christian Brenden Eiliv Furuli

Nordic Combined World Cup Lillehammer Jørn Olav Bekkelund Ola Kokslien

Cross-Country World Cup Lillehammer Cato Andre Granseth Eiliv Furuli

Biathlon Vingrom IL Geir Ole Steinslett

Alpine Skiing Hafjell - Kvitfjell Alpin AS Jan Erik Fossheim Svein Mundal

Freestyle Norges  
Toppidrettsgymnas

Patrik Søreide

Halfpipe Heming Adrenalin Christopher Frankum

Curling Lillehammer  
Curlingklubb

Johan Høstmælingen Pål Trulsen

Speed Skating Norges Skøyteforbund Ole Herman Sørli Bjørn Ruud

Figure Skating Hamar IL Line Røsto Jensen

Short Track Norges Skøyteforbund Christian Fæste Bjørn Ruud

Ice Hockey Lillehammer  
Ice Hockeyklubb

Øystein Wilhelmsen Tom Jøstne

the sport managers



MOTHER KNOWS BEST
"You should try!" When the international mascot competition for the Youth Olympic 
Games began, Line Ansethmoen’s mother knew her daughter’s talent. Many creative 
drawings later, "Sjogg" was created.

Line Ansethmoen was as proud as a brand-new 
mother when interviewed by the IOC during the 
Games. “It is awesome to see Sjogg everywhere," 
she says. "In a way, that little bobcat is my child 
who has succeeded in the big world.”  

In fact, it was 18-year-old Line’s mother (or 
should we say, Sjogg’s grandmother) who first 
saw the advertisement for the mascot competi-
tion. Line did not need much convincing to bring 
out her drawing board. After beginning with dif-
ferent versions of reindeer and fox drawings, the 

little bobcat whose name would later be Sjogg was 
created.

Line’s sporty little bobcat was voted as the win-
ner in an international Facebook competition, 
which was viewed by more than 250,000 Face-
book users, with over 50 mascot suggestions sub-
mitted.

Her mascot suggestion was further devel-
oped, his fur color was adjusted a bit, and he was 
dressed up in a cool hooded jersey. The mascot 
was introduced in December 2014 and christened 
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NAMSSKOGAN

TIGER IN OUR TANK?
Everyone’s favorite mascot Sjogg is 
all over Norway before the Games. 
He fills the tank once again for the 
torch tour.



"Sjogg" on Norwegian national televi-
sion sent live from Birkebeiner Stadi-
um.  Sjogg means “snow” in local valley 
dialect – and, of course, snow means 
everything to the Winter Olympics. He 
was popular, with his popularity grow-
ing even further when Søndre Park was 
transformed into the snow and ice activ-
ity park “Sjogg Park” and a culture event 
was created that was called “Sjoggfest.”

Sjogg became more and more visible 
over time, perhaps reaching his peak of 
popularity when he visited different kin-
dergartens in the days and weeks before 
Lillehammer 2016. During the Games, 
the mascot created an unforgettable 
atmosphere in the venues, with nearly 
10,000 spectators taking their very own 
Sjogg stuffed animal home as a souve-
nir. 

Line described this success when she 
spoke with the IOC during the Games. 
“Sjogg’s eyes are very important. They 
are big and green and make him look 
very cute,” she says, sharing the secret 
that her pet cat was a big help in giv-
ing the mascot that perfect "cat feeling" 
when Sjogg was being created.
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FAMILY REUNION

BobcatS OF THE WORLD
Sjogg meets some of his extended 
family in the Kristiansand Zoo as the 
torch tour passes through. 



autumn 2014

october 1, 2014

thumbs down to oslo 2022
Oslo withdraws its bid for the 2022 Winter 
Olympic Games after it becomes clear that 
support from the Norwegian government 
is lacking. The debate about the bid has 
continued for a long time, but Oslo2022 
did not get the backing it needed. Now, 
more curiosity and national media are 
focused upon Lillehammer 2016.

november 12-13, 2014

ceremony team meets
During the course of two hectic days 
in Oslo, a newly established ceremo-
ny team develops the basis for the 
concept for the Opening Ceremony. 
Winter weather, play, and inclusion 
are among the keywords chosen. The 
concept, the ideas, and the team will 
grow over the next 15 months.

december 4, 2014

olympic comeback
The Volvo national dealer 
Bilia becomes the official 
vehicle partner for the 
LYOGOC, and once again, 
Volvo will serve the Olym-
pics in Lillehammer, just 
as it had been a partner 
back in 1994. 
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autumn 2014

october 16, 2014

Talent hunt for  
stadium announcers  
The hunt begins for new 
stadium announcers, using 
creative methods. At a local 
shopping center, an audition 
was held today in the best 
talent search style. Over 20 
hopefuls did their best to 
convince the jury with their 
best sports commentary. The 
winner is teenager Christian 
Funderud Wedum who has le-
arned his craft by watching TV 
sports competitions with the 
sound off – providing his own 
running commentary. During 
the Games, Christian conducts 
interviews at Birkerbeineren 
Ski Stadium and by the end 
of the Games, he will go up in 
the commentator booth and 
announce a Cross-Country ski 
event himself.

december 6, 2014

Youth Peak rocks the World Cup
World Cup Lillehammer organizers christen an area 
in Birkebeineren Ski Stadium as “Ungdomstop-
pen” – the Youth Peak.  Ungdomstoppen - difficult 
uphill terrain in the public zone - is put to good 
use during the World Cup where a lively group of 
youngsters stand cheering with banners and bells, 
surely a taste of the Youth Olympic Games to come.



OSLO GOT an olympic event after all
When you plan to stage the Olympics, it does not always go as expected. 
Sometimes it is even better.

A bid process for the Olympics is a laborious process 
that demands detailed planning. It is the same for 
the Youth Olympics. In either case, not everything 
always happens exactly as planned.

According to the bid documentation, Lillehammer 
2016 was to be staged from February 26 to March 6, 
2016. Historically, it is the best time for snow and 
climate conditions, and the dates were also chosen to 
avoid conflict with the traditional Norwegian winter 
holidays. Over 2,000 hotel rooms were booked for 
these days. The venues were reserved.  

Then something happened.
“Oslo was awarded the Biathlon World Champions-

hips, the dates set to March 2–13, 2016," says COO 
Erik Ulateig. "This could not be changed and conflic-
ted with the Youth Olympic dates. After discussions 

with the IOC, we moved dates for Lillehammer 2016 
to avoid problems with regards to attendance, media, 
equipment, and personnel. It was natural to consi-
der February 12 as the start date – just as the Winter 
Olympics in 1994. All in the inland region remem-
ber that date – when the Olympic Flame was lit.”  

This decision set in motion major changes – inclu-
ding all the hotels in the regions that had to be re-
booked. “Even though the new days were during the 
same period as the Danish winter vacation, all hotels 
did everything to make this work,” continues Ulateig.

There were also other challenges. Plans for the hal-
fpipe had been initiated way back in 2007 or 2008, 
and since then the sport had developed tremendous-
ly in scope and popularity. “I contributed to the bid 
process, and back then we had placed the halfpipe 

competition in Lillehammer at what we call the ‘bal-
let slope’ in Kanthaugen,” explains Ulateig, continu-
ing, "By 2015, the halfpipe itself had become much 
bigger and demanded a larger hill than the one at 
Kanthaugen. We looked at all possibilities, both at 
Kanthaugen and at Hafjell, and we even looked at 
possibly moving the competition to Innsbruck. But, 
together with FIS and the IOC, we all agreed that 
Oslo was the best alternative – and Oslo Winterpark 
welcomed us with open arms.”

And so it happened that even though the Oslo 
2022 application hit the rocks when all was said and 
done, Oslo staged an Olympic event after all.
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THE COUNTDOWN IS ON
Lillehammer received a new monument, a giant countdown clock 
counting days, minutes, and seconds to the Games – and raising the 
pulse of the organization committee.

The countdown monument was unvei-
led exactly one year before the Games, 
with 23-year-old Emilie Fekene as mas-
ter of ceremonies. Together with Fekene 
and 15-year-old hockey talent Carl Erik 
Kraabøl, Crown Prince Haakon dedi-
cated the countdown clock, a gift from 
Omega.  A crowd was on hand in the 
winter darkness, including Omega’s 
president, Stephen Urguhart, and IOC 
vice president Nawal El-Moutawakel. 
Lillehammer had opened yet another 
chapter in its storied Olympic history.

“I must admit I was nervous since the 
Crown Prince was there. I was only sup-
posed to introduce him; still, it was a big 

deal for me… but I did get a hug from 
him,” Fekene says, smiling.

The countdown monument was a po-
pular photo opportunity on the road to 
the Games – but for the organization 
committee, it became a clear symbol of 
time moving fast towards the Opening 
Ceremony.

“Afterward, I got a little stressed each 
time I walked by the clock," admits 
Feneke, coordinator for all venue an-
nouncers during the Games. "I was just 
proud, but as the days and minutes tic-
ked by, I could feel the tension rising. 
Would we get everything done? Well, we 
sure did,” says Fekene with a laugh.
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one year to go!

THE UNVEILERS 
Hockey talent Carl Erik Kraabøl and 
Crown Prince Haakon unveil the count-
down clock with hundreds watching.  



over:
The Søndre Park out-
door theater is tested 
for the first time with 
one year to go to the 
Games.

left:
Unveiling of the count-
down clock exactly one 
year to the Games.

right:
Full throttle in the slide 
when Søndre Park is 
tested as a venue for 
Lillehammer 2016.

left:
Alexander Gamme 
holds a lecture at the 
Tyrili Climbing Center. 

right:
Crown Prince Haakon 
meets the Lilleham-
mer 2016 team, then 
holds a short unveil-
ing speech. 

below:
The Gjovik Olympic 
Mountain Hall at-
tracts 1,400 students 
to learn about the 
Games.



spring 2015

february 11, 2015

hafjell a National Venue
Hafjell now has status as a National 
Venue for Slalom and Giant Slalom. 
With this status comes a 30 million 
NOK yearly subsidy to be used to-
wards snow production equipment 
that will increase and improve the 
snow provided, much faster than 
before. 

january 14, 2015

UKM joins the team
An excellent partner for the Lille-
hammer 2016 Culture Program, the 
Norwegian Youth Festivals of Art 
(UKM) is the best source of young 
culture, music and production talents 
in Norway. During the Games, 100 
youth from 13 Norwegian counties will 
be used as artists and organizers.

april 22, 2015

15 mnok to the 
olympic museum
“The Olympic Museum 
will be completed in time 
for the Youth Olympic 
Games.” This is the clear 
message from the Minister 
of Culture Thorild Widvey.
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spring 2015

may 31, 2015

helly hansen  
on board
As in 1994, Helly Hansen 
has become the Official 
Clothing Partner for Lille-
hammer 2016, to provide 
outfits for up to 3,000 
volunteers and employees. 
The agreement includes 
the delivery of 3,000 
uniform packages, which 
will include an inner shell 
jacket, outer bubble jacket, 
trousers, sweater, winter 
cap, and backpack – all 
with the visual identity of 
Lillehammer 2016. 

“The gray Olympic jacket 
we know from 1994 is 
nearly impossible to wear 
out, they still can be seen 
all through the region. 
Now we get a whole new 
Olympic collection for a 
new generation,” says the 
organization committee’s 
CEO Tomas Holmestad.

april 27, 2015

IOC Coordination Commission returns
The fourth IOC Coordination Commission has been held. After a 
careful review of the Sports Program, the decision was made that 
Medal Ceremonies would be moved to the venues, taking place 
after each medal event. The Closing Ceremony will be downsca-
led, held in the Sjogg Tent for athletes, trainers and their delega-
tion staffs and leaders. The Commission also inspects the Youth 
Olympic Village, where the IOC has contributed 108 MNOK and is 
pleased with the YOV and planning for Lillehammer 2016.  



THE VOLUNTEER CRISIS THAT 
BECAME an added value
The alarm sounded on August 18. There were not nearly enough  
volunteers to stage the Youth Olympic Games.

“We have a crisis situation,” CEO Tomas Holmestad 
screamed out in front-page headlines of the local 
newspaper. He explained that to organize Lilleham-
mer 2016, over 3,000 volunteers were needed. On 
paper, the numbers looked good, and the number 
of 3,000, in theory, had been reached. The problem 
was that over 50% were foreigners (1,600), and the 
region didn’t have the capacity to accommodate more 
than 500 of them.

“Now we need everyone’s help,” Holmestad told 
the local newspaper GD. Holmestad kept it simple: 
With less than six months to Lillehammer 2016, the 
organization needed 1,000 local volunteers.

GD mobilized, wrote editorials, and encouraged 
people to support volunteerism. The response was 
immediate, and the phones at the committee did not 

stop ringing during the next days. Activities blos-
somed up all over town.

Alpine legend Kjetil André Aamodt gathered sev-
eral hundred people at Håkons Hall, talking about 
volunteerism’s importance. Oppland and Lilleham-
mer asked their employees to join.  Local schools be-
gan numerous projects. Øyer Municipality changed 
directions; it would open the local junior high for 
volunteer accommodation. Local sports organizers 
(Birken, World Cup, and others) appealed to their 
volunteers join the Youth Olympic bandwagon.

But it was first and foremost hundreds upon hun-
dreds of youths who decided that Lillehammer 2016 
was where they wanted to be in February. 

Applications streamed into the LYOGOC. GD kept 
score, and its readers followed the progress towards 

the magic number 1,000. When the hunt for volun-
teers ended on October 1, there were a grand total of 
7,636 people who had applied to become volunteers. 
The soon-to-be-legendary Lillehammer 2016 volun-
teer hunt had resulted in over 2,000 local volunteers.

“Simply put, we just didn’t have jobs for every-
one. We ended up with the luxury of having far too 
many applications,” communication and PR director 
Magne Vikøren explained to NRK in the beginning 
of December, after several hundred local applicants 
were told that it just wasn’t possible them to join the 
volunteer corps.

The shortage became a surplus as the Olympic 
Region awakened to life embraced the upcoming 
Lillehammer 2016 Games. The Olympic spark had 
become a wildfire.
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�� 178 dager før ungdoms-OL  starter, mangler fortsatt 1.000  frivillige til dugnadsjobben.  De må på plass innen 50 dager.

��OL-sjef Tomas Holmestad bruker ord som krise når han beskriver behovet for flere fra Lillehammer-regionen. 
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Jernmennene fikk en tøff IronMan
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kickoff at gjøvik high school

COOL LESSONS
Through the ‘Learn and Freeze’ pro-
ject, 400 students learn to build and 
decorate with ice and snow.

OLYMPIC RINGs 
EFFECTS  
The Youth Olympic Games has brought out the best in 
young creative souls. These youngsters made the most of 
the opportunities, finding new ways to benefit society.

A fountain of projects and initiatives came from all 
sources imaginable when the Olympic rings came 
"home" to inland Norway after 22 years. Lilleham-
mer 2016 leaves behind a legacy of cooperation, with 
grassroots support from organizations throughout 
the Olympic region having been an important part 
of this success. One good example of this broad co-
operation is "Active Mind, Active Body" (Aktiv Sinn), 
an initiative where thousands were involved, made 
possible thanks to a 15 million kroner grant from 
Sparebankstiftelsen.

 The Governor of Oppland led the work in close 
cooperation with the Lillehammer 2016 organiza-

tion to create and implement projects promoting 
health, aimed at junior high school students. “This 
age group tends not to have strong exercise habits, 
and we improved this with their ideas and involve-
ment,” says County Governor Stian Hauge to NRK.

During a three-year period, a wide range of activi-
ties were created, as diverse as a Frisbee golf course 
in Øyer to an obstacle course in Lunnar, all for the 
use by youngsters.

Hands-on career development
The county worked closely with the LYGOC to create 
a ‘Venue of Education’ in an Olympic Region where 

youths receive practical training within their career 
choices areas.  Examples include students who as-
sisted with doping control or ensured proper nutri-
tion for volunteers.

Coordinator Lene Sørbråten from North Gud-
brandsdal High School was very satisfied with co-
operation with the LYOGOC. "‘Active Body, Active 
Mind’ helped students go far beyond the normal the-
oretical school day of studies, giving them exciting, 
real-world assignments. By getting students on our 
team, they have become excellent ambassadors – 
youth proud of their region and what it has to offer,” 
Sørbråten concludes.
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Crown Prince Haakon greets the students managing the volunteer hotel.



autumn 2015

september 21, 2015

school competition
The competition to win the Pierre 
de Coubertin School Prize has 
begun. This is an activity-focused 
competition for high schools in 
Oppland County. All activities are 
welcomed and counted as part of 
the competition – jogging, playing 
in a band; anything goes.  

october 1-4, 2015

welcome to lillehammer
Representatives from 70 countries 
participate in the Chef de Mission 
Seminar, with the entire organiza-
tion involved in the event, possibly 
the most important ‘test event’ be-
fore the Games. Young participants 
are able to test out the education 
program “Learn & Share”.

november 2, 2015

school road trip 
During two busy November 
weeks, LYOGOC visits 23 
different schools in Oppland 
and Hedmark, giving young 
students a taste of what awaits 
them in February. The tour 
begins in Moelv as students 
meet the boss himself – Sjogg.
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october 5-6, 2015

IOC says, ‘Lillehammer will rock the Yog’ 
With less than 130 days to the Opening Ceremony, everything is 
falling in place for Lillehammer 2016. This is the clear message 
from the IOC Coordination Commission during this fifth and final 
visit. “The Lillehammer leadership should be proud of what they 
are building. Lillehammer 2016 will have a fantastic combination 
of sport, culture and inspiration,” says Angela Ruggiero. The visit 
concludes with a concert at the Tyrili Climbing Center, where Comet 
Kid shows what the band can deliver. 

autumn 2015

september 27, 2015

stair climbing to 
lillehammer 2016
In brilliant autumn sunshine, 
249 people participate today 
when LYOGOC employees and 
family climb 233,064 steps at 
Lysgårdsbakkene. This beau-
tiful day sees nearly 1,000 
people visit the ski jump venue 
to watch the unique event. 
The fastest up the stairs with 
a ‘reverse hill record’ is Øyvin 
Kvaale, with a time of 4:01. 
The fastest woman is Liv Hilde 
Drugli, who uses 5:12 to climb 
the 936 stairs up Lysgårdsbak-
kene.

Project Manager Jørn Olav 
Bekkelund is extremely satis-
fied with this event featuring 
different competition class-
es. “The event will motivate 
families and friends to create 
their own stair climbing days 
in the best Lillehammer tradi-
tion – fun and fitness – to live 
on after Lillehammer 2016,” 
smiles Jørn Olav.
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sjogg park

POPULAR WITH ALL
Sjogg Park in Lillehammer is filled 
with activities that attract over 35,000 
visitors during the Games.

RECORD FESTIVAL IN 
RECORD TIME
Six months before Lillehammer 2016 began, there was one employee 
responsible for the Culture Program with a total budget of nothing  
(0 NOK). How could anyone have known that it would grow to be the 
largest culture festival for youths ever held in Norway?

The ambition had been in place right 
from the very start – Lillehammer 2016 
would be a balanced festival of sport, 
culture, and education. To achieve this, 
the culture efforts would have to be 
much stronger than at previous Youth 
Olympic Games. By early autumn, the 
festival had a name (Sjoggfest), several 
commercial partners, some great ideas 
– and just the one LYOGOC employee 

to organize it who was quite busy man-
aging other projects as well.

First full-time employee
Pia Litleskare (26) came straight from 
culture studies at BI Norwegian Busi-
ness School to become booking man-
ager August 2015, the first full-time 
employee with Sjoggfest. In the begin-
ning, she thought that there   might be 

STAGES ALL AROUND

CULTURE ALL OVER TOWN
Most of Lillehammer’s cultural venues 
are in use during Lillehammer 2016, 
including Banken Culture House.
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50 or 60 events during the course of 
the ten days. The final number was 
351. An experienced booking man-
ager, she knew what surprises were 
waiting around the corner.

“It was really challenging to keep 
control of a program that was grow-
ing at an increasing tempo, but the 
opportunity to work with such a fes-
tival was unbelievably exciting,” says 
Litleskare.

The turning point came in the be-
ginning of October, when during just 
one week the main venue, Bruket, fell 
in place, and the board of directors 
strengthened the culture budget by 

11 million NOK after funds became 
available as a result of strong budget 
control. Now it was time to put the 
pedal to the metal with the rest of the 
festival team; there was no turning 
back now.

With only 120 days to the first con-
cert, there was no time to waste. By 
Christmas, more than 130 artists had 
been signed, and the Sjoggfest team 
had grown from three to 30, all neces-
sary to plan concerts, films, lectures, 
activities, and surprises at 24 differ-
ent venues.

Young and Absolutely Norwegian
Lillehammer 2016 was an event 
made by and for youths, which Litle-
skare knew Sjoggfest would mirror. 
Youths had to be attracted to the dif-
ferent events that were to be booked, 
something Litleskare took very seri-
ously.

“Early in the process, we created 
a focus group with local youth and 
students between 14 and 21 years 
old. We gave them guidance that the 
artists must be Norwegian and under 
30 years old and asked them to come 
up? with suggestions,” Litleskare ex-

plains.
The result was eight whiteboards 

completely covered with suggestions 
of exciting artists. This, in addition 
to endless hours of research on the 
internet, provided the basis to allow 
Litleskare and her gang to create the 
most awesome culture festival for 
youths ever on Norwegian soil, with 
young and unknown talents balanced 
with heroes such as Nico & Vinz, Au-
rora, Highasakite, and others.

“There is so much happening in 
Norwegian culture these days, which 
is one reason why we managed to at-
tract over 100,000 spectators to our 
absolutely Norwegian culture pro-
gram," says Litleskare.

It did not take long for Litleskare 
to understand what they had creat-
ed – the first Sunday, when Matoma 
played at Bruket, free tickets were 
"sold out" in just 17 minutes. The 
sight of a packed house that day 
made her want to pinch her arm in 
disbelief. “It is not often that people 
cry at Matoma concerts, but that day I 
literally cried tears of joy,” says a very 
satisfied Litleskare.

108
Concerts

32
Lectures

BY THE NUMBERS

*Unannounced cultural events

29
Film Screenings

70
Surprises*

181
Culture performances 
at the sports venues
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FROM CARS TO GUITARS
On October 5, 2015, local newspaper Gudbrandsdølen 
Dagningen’s headlines read “Norwegian Motor Vehicle Museum 
Closes.” One week later Sjoggfest had found a new main venue – 
with two centuries of history in its walls.

Head of Culture and Education Eirik 
Høyme Røgn had been poking around 
that location, ever since February 2015, 
exploring the old industry area along 
the Mesna River in downtown Lille-
hammer, dreaming big dreams.  

“It was a cool old place. Creative, fun, 
and flexible potential, an old industri-
al feel - and the location was amazing. 
Central but a bit hidden. A great combi-
nation,” Røgn explains.

With such a short time to the Games, 
the dream seemed likely to remain a 
dream, but for Eirik, failure was no 
option. When the empty museum loca-
tion suddenly became available in Oc-
tober, he grabbed the opportunity, what 

turned out to be a short and successful 
process. He inspected the premises a 
few days afterward and went to Stian 
Sagholen, Technical Production Man-
ager.  

Practical Challenges 
The practical side of Stian Sagholen al-
ways comes out when he walks through 
a future venue. “Where will the stage 
be? How much electricity? How much 
weight will the roof hold? All these 
questions came to mind. I didn’t real-
ize it could be such a good venue until 
much later,” he explains.

Sagholen wasn’t thinking of making a 
cool venue - that was Eirik’s dreamland; 
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popular artists

AURORA ON STAGE
Rising star Aurora is one of the head-
liners who packs the house at Bruket 
concerts during the Games.

PIA LITLESKARE

96
Art and Dance  
Exhibitions

69
Courses and  
Activities
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he needed to look at practicalities such as emergency exits, 
capacity, and technical requirements. 

“The building was long and narrow, and I didn’t think 
we could get a capacity of more than 300. As we worked 
closely with the municipality and the fire department, we 
found ways to increase capacity to 900,” says Stian Sag-
holen, continuing, “The rooms had enough physical space 
for many more than that, but we created different smaller 
zones to get an intimate and close feel – something that 
functioned very well.

Winning Attitude
He believes that Bruket’s success came from the same val-
ues and hard work found in the rest of the Sjoggfest team 
and the organization as a whole.  

“Our own staff, culture project students from the Univer-
sity College, and other volunteers who contributed gave ev-
erything to create the coolest youth culture festival Norway 
has ever seen. We have a winning attitude, and that is good 
– especially when you win,” Sagholen said with a laugh.

He also had responsibility for technical installations at 
all the other Sjoggfest venues, and he sometimes felt the 
pressure, especially with challenges at the outdoor Sjogg 
Park venue in the warm weather.  

“I will never forget the moment before the first show 
with Todd Terje on February 13. I had not slept in two days. 
So exhausted, we were forgetting each other's names and 
looking for our sweaters when we had them on our backs. 
It was all worth it when we saw the joy of the public. I slept 
so well that evening,” Stian Sagholen recalls.

METAMORPHOSIS 

before and after
During several intense winter weeks, 
antique vehicles are replaced by musi-
cians, fans, and a disco ball.



THE ENVIRONMENT 
AT HEART
The 1994 Winter Olympics set new standards within environmental work. In 2016, the 
Olympics once again visited Lillehammer, where youths created a renewed legacy that 
included the first Norwegian ISO certification as a sustainable event.

Lillehammer 1994 was the first “green” Olympics 
– abounding with stories that included the legend-
ary edible plates made of potatoes and vegetable oil. 
Environmental standards in the Olympic Movement 
had been raised forever, with such standards includ-
ed in the Olympic Charter after the 1994 Games 
were completed.

In 1994, the goal was to find new technical and 
practical environmental solutions. During the 
course of the several decades, the global perspective 
had now changed and had a more holistic focus on 
sustainability in a broader perspective.

“Early in the process, we contacted the Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology for guidance 
as to how we should work with sustainability with a 

modern perspective. Three students each wrote their 
master's thesis recommending how this should be 
achieved,” explains Vegar Strand, CFO with respon-
sibility for Lillehammer 2016 sustainable activities.

“One of the key questions was if our organization 
should seek certification as an Eco-Lighthouse or 
an ISO certification, as London had done. An ISO 
certification would have a broader effect and was 
arguably more relevant in relation to an event. In 
addition, this would give us more international cred-
ibility.

“The students strongly recommended that we 
should choose ISO 2012:1. This is an international 
standard that was created in 2012, developed for sus-
tainable events,” Strand continues.

“However, this was not the simplest choice. No 
Norwegian event had achieved such certification 
previously, and the challenging task to 'Go Beyond 
and Create an environmental event Tomorrow' be-
gan. Environmental routines were included in all 
plans, venues, and functions. In addition, eight spe-
cial focus areas were identified,” explains Strand.

“We created a special task group led by 22-year-old 
Åshild Aarø. After numerous visits from the certifi-
cation organization SP Technical Research Institute 
of Sweden, we were awarded ISO 2012:1 certification 
after one and a half years of work in November 2015. 
Finally, during the staging of Lillehammer 2016, 
SP visited once again to confirm the certification,” 
Strand concludes.
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SUSTAINABILITY

FIRST IN NORWAY
Åshild Aarø with visible proof that 
sustainability is integrated in all as-
pects of Lillehammer 2016.

Johanne Storjord (right) played an important role in the process.



autumn 2015

november 1, 2015

New website launched
The new website is launched, with a 
full overview of all activities during 
Lillehammer 2016. It is the main form 
of communication during the Games, 
built for high levels of traffic. Note: the 
website crashed for a short time after 
the Opening Ceremony because of 
huge levels of traffic.

november 26, 2015

sjoggfest launch
Matoma, Nico & Vinz, 
Aurora, and Highasakite 
are only a few of the inter-
national stars that Sjogg-
fest will offer. The Sjoggfest 
Program includes over 
150 cultural activities, with 
more to come. 
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autumn 2015

november 26, 2015

New store in town
Christmas lights up 
Lillehammer’s walking 
street, the same day that 
the Lillehammer 2016 
Megastore officially opens. 
Offering a wide range of 
clothes, cups, pins, bags, 
backpacks, and mascots, 
we once again are experien-
cing ‘Pin Fever’ twenty-two 
years after! During the 
Games, there will also be a 
store in Håkons Hall. Trofé 
is the Official Supplier of 
license products. 

With it's location cen-
trally in the town, the shop 
turned into a informal 
meeting place for those 
who wnated to know more 
about the YOG before and 
during the Games. During 
the Games there was also 
an additional shop in Hå-
kons Hall.

november 5, 2015

THE OLYMPIC PRINCESS 
Today, organization committee delive-
red excellent royal news. “We hereby 
announce that the Royal House has 
accepted the invitation on behalf of 
Princess Ingrid Alexandra that she will 
perform the historic honor of lighting 
the Olympic Cauldron,” announces a 
proud CEO Tomas Holmestad.    

december 5, 2015

nrk will broadcast the games
National broadcaster NRK has secured the 
rights to the Games with live TV- and radio 
broadcasts beginning with the Opening 
Ceremony broadcasted direct on NRK3, 
with an edited version on NRK1. NRK mp3, 
the youth channel in NRK, is establishing 
their own studio in Lillehammer to follow 
the pulse of the Games.



RUNA AND THE  
RAYS OF THE SUN
It was a warm sun that lit the Olympic Flame in Athens, but Runa Møller Tangstad 
was shining even brighter that day. 

The 17-year-old from the northern Norway town 
of Brønnøysund had an important role in the 
lighting of the Olympic Flame. She was part of a 
youth delegation that had traveled from Norway 
to Athens to bring the flame safely home.  Runa 
Møller Tangstad was accompanied by fellow lead-
ers Ola Søybe (18) and YOG gold medal winner 
Grace Bullen (18) as the trio led the Norwegian 
delegation that included cross-country skiing leg-
end Vegard Ulvang, who had taken the Olympic 
Oath on behalf of the athletes in 1994.

The Olympic Torch was lit in a ceremony in the 

historic Panathenaic Stadium in Athens, the ven-
ue where the first modern Olympic Games were 
staged in 1896. A dish-shaped mirror captured 
the warm Athenian rays and lit the flame, with a 
ceremonial Torch Relay following at the stadium, 
where the three young Norwegians were torch-
bearers.

“This was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for 
me. Awesome. The stands were full of Greek 
schoolchildren and famous Greek athletes. When 
the mirror caught the sunbeam and lit the torch, 
I felt butterflies in my stomach. I knew I was part 
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fiery speech

NOT QUITE GREEK
Runa holds a speech that hits the bull-
seye with both Norwegians and Greeks 
in Athen’s Panathenaic Stadium.



of something historic,” Møller Tangstad says.
The ceremony ended when Møller Tang-

stad, likely the youngest ever, held a speech 
where she promised to care for the Olympic 
Flame and treat it with the respect it deserves: 
“Thank you for the opportunity to take the 
Olympic Flame home to Norway. Thank you 
for the attention and support this will provide 
young sports leaders. We will take good care of 
it and use it to best further the future of sport.” 
Møller Tangstad spoke with great emotion that 
moved the crowd.

Bullen, the 2014 Youth Olympic champion 
in wrestling in Nanjing 2014, also thought 
that it was a unique experience to be present 
in Athens. “That we were able to run with 
the Olympic Torch shows that youth can lead 
the way forward in sport. Hopefully, this will 
inspire others to continue in their own types 
of sport, either as an active athlete or as a vol-
unteer. Sport creates a unique bond between 
people, and I hope that more young people can 
join in the experience,” Bullen explains.

After the actual lighting of the Olympic 
Flame in the stadium, the flame was safely 
transferred to two lanterns and transported 
with a police escort through the streets of Ath-
ens before it was brought safety to Oslo.
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the lantern is gone
Before Grenoble in 1968, Norwegians sang, "Mange setter alle kluter til, 
for å tenne en olympisk ild," about lighting and protecting the Olympic 
Flame. We thought of this song often, as taking the Olympic Flame from 
Athens to Lillehammer had its problems.

When the Norwegian delegation arrived 
in Athens, project manager Jens Au-
gust Dalsegg discovered that one of the 
suitcases had disappeared. “This wasn’t 
just any suitcase; this contained a spe-
cial lantern designed to allow us to take 
the Olympic Flame home on our flight 
home,” says Dalsegg.

Upon discovering this, the Norwegian 
delegation feverishly began to search 
for the missing suitcase together with 
airport authorities. It wasn’t to be found 
anywhere. Dalsegg continues, “I didn’t 
sleep a wink that night – the flame had 
to be transferred the next day, and I had 
lost the lantern. A waking nightmare.”  

Vidar Eilertsen saved the day. The lead-

er for the 1994 Torch Relay had a simi-
lar lantern, but he was in Norway. When 
awakened around midnight, Vidar took 
a split-second to decide, “I am coming!”

He threw himself into his car, drove to 
the Oslo airport, and jumped on the first 
Athens flight early next morning, arriv-
ing an hour before the flame was to be 
transferred to the special lantern.

Dalsegg concludes, “I have no doubt: 
For me Vidar will always be this year’s 
‘Ildsjel’” (Norwegian Change Maker of 
the Year).

What happened to the original lan-
tern? It was found in security at the Dan-
ish airport Kastrup. We will save it for 
some future Olympics here…

VETERAN ON FIRE
In 1994, it was Vegard 
Ulvang who took the 
Olympic Oath on behalf 
of the Athletes. Now, 22 
years later, Ulvang was 
together with the young 
delegation that received 
the Olympic Flame in 
Athens.

“It was a fantastic 
ceremony, a wonderful 
experience to be a part 
of. The Olympic values 
have no expiration 
date,” says Ulvang.



top left:
There is no doubt about 
who is the big star in 
Athens!

left:
“Coffee, tea, Olympic 
Torch, anyone?”

top:
The SAS pilots receive a 
somewhat untraditional 
visit to the cockpit.

right:
The youngsters take 
good care of the lan-
terns.

AN youth OLYMPIC TORCH GOES OUT
Hundreds of torches light up Oslo’s main street.  
One torch is not lit. A very important torch. 

After the long flight from Athens to 
Oslo, the Olympic Flame was taken by 
train to City Center. There was a fantas-
tic reception waiting.

“Hundreds of youngsters were wait-
ing. A river of torches all up and down 
Karl Johan, from the National Theatre 
to Parliament. A cold, clear winter night 
– beautiful, it was,” says CEO Tomas 
Holmestad.

Several athletes were to carry the torch 
up Karl Johan. Everything was set for a 
memorable night. Memorable, indeed. 
What should never happen happened. 

Suddenly the Olympic Flame went out.
“The flame suddenly burned brightly, 

then became very small. Then it died. If 
I would have had a shovel, I would have 
dug a hole for myself right there,” recalls 
Project Manager Jens August Dalsegg, 
responsible for the Olympic Torch and 
its wellbeing.  

But Vegard Ulvang had seen Olympic 
Flames before. He knew everything was 
fine. “We have two lanterns here. No 
worries. The original Olympic Flame is 
safe,” Ulvang told the crowd.

Vidar Ellertsen, who had saved the day 
in Athens (see ‘The Lantern is Gone’) re-
acted, “Do you have a match? Excellent, 
light the torch once more from the origi-
nal Olympic Flame.” That flame was still 
burning, bright as the Athens sun. The 
torch lit, the procession continued.

Outside Parliament, many guests 
waited, including Parliament President 
Olemic Thommesen and NIF/NOC 
president Tom Tvedt. After a formal wel-
come, the Olympic Torch was safely tak-
en into Parliament.

The torch burned there until the 
Sports Gala in Lillehammer in January, 
symbolizing a united Parliament and na-
tion, protecting the Olympic Flame.
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THE SPORTS GALA THAT 
FIRED UP A NATION
It is Saturday, January 9, 2016, the day Lillehammer 2016 volunteers meet an entire nation. 
Anne Rimmen is on direct national NRK television from Håkons Hall. “In just one month, 
the Youth Olympic Games in Lillehammer…” The rock-solid TV host is broken off in mid-
sentence, casting a glance at the 1,400 volunteers in the audience who have erupted into 
massive applause.

“I jumped in the Control Room. ‘What is happen-
ing now?' I thought to myself. It was truly a ‘TV mo-
ment,’ a real and spontaneous enthusiasm that could 
not be silenced,” says Christian Finnkog, the NRK 
project manager for the 2016 Sports Gala.

As a result of the Youth Olympic Games in Feb-
ruary, the Sports Gala is being held in Lillehammer, 
an important test event for the organization. Over 
4,000 people in the Håkons Hall audience and 1.1 
million TV viewers feel the Olympic spirit.  Everyone 
is just having a great time. Except for a few in the 

organization committee.
In Håkons Hall, Karl-Filip Singdahlsen is sitting 

and squirming in his chair. As a communication ad-
visor, he has responsibility for PR about the Torch 
Relay. Crown Prince Haakon is prepared to give the 
award to one of the five finalists for the most import-
ant prize of the evening – the Norwegian Change-
maker of the Year.

As the year of youth and sport in Norway, the 
award goes to someone under 26 years of age who 
has made a big difference in their local sports club. 
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Five finalists had been chosen from the win-
ners in each of the country’s 19 counties – the 
ultimate winner to be celebrated as part of the 
Torch Relay to begin right after the Sports Gala. 

The Crown Prince will have the Olympic 
Torch with him on stage – lit and flaming. Ear-
lier, when the Olympic Torch had come to Nor-
way, the flame when out on Oslo’s main street 
of Karl Johan after just a few steps. Now Sing-
dahlsen is afraid the same might happen on live 
TV, in front of an entire nation.

 “The organizing committee played a central 
role in the Sports Gala, and it really was a great 
show. Looking back, I did not manage to enjoy 
it. All I could think was, ‘Will the Olympic Torch 
stay lit? Will it go out when Crown Prince Haa-
kon is holding it?’” recalls Singdahlsen.

From his position, Singdahlsen can see back-
stage as colleagues Jens August Dalsegg and 
Helge Bro Matland light the torch from the lan-
tern that had been transported from Greece – a 
flame that never goes out. He knows that when 
the torch is lit from the flame, it has a burn time 
of just about ten minutes. Ten minutes from 
now.

The Crown Prince comes on stage with the 
torch in hand, walking over to the microphone. 
He tells the audience that he lit the Olympic Caul-
dron in 1994, and soon his daughter, Princess 
Ingrid Alexandra, will continue the Royal Fami-

ly tradition. Singdahlsen knows the "ten-minute 
clock" is ticking as the Crown Prince calls out 
the winner. It is 19-year-old Sajandan Rutthira 
from Furuset in Oslo.

The crowd cheers mightily. Sajandan comes 
up on stage. He has not prepared any accep-
tance speech. In the Control Room, Singdahlsen 
knows that this is a critical point in the show. If 
Sajandan makes a long acceptance speech, then 
the torch that is now onstage will run out of time 
and go out. On national TV.

The Sports Enthusiast of the Year, Sajan-
dan, approaches the microphone and begins to 
speak. He is proud of his award. His acceptance 
speech is short, and his words of conclusion find 
a place in all sports enthusiasts nationwide.

“Sport has given me much more than I have 
given sport,” says Sajandan. The whole nation 
watches as the crowd in Håkons Hall bursts 
into applause – which in itself could have put 
out the flame. Still, the flame survives. The clock 
is ticking down as Singdahlsen follows from the 
Control Room, his eyes riveted on the Olympic 
Torch.

“All I could think of was, ‘Please, please get 
off the stage! Now!’ His prayers were answered 
as the Olympic Torch burned mightily – though 
just for one brief moment in the shadow of the 
year’s Changemaker Sajandan Rutthira.
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super heroes: The five Changemaker finalists shine on at 
the Sports Gala. From left: Adrian Viken, Even Røysheim, 
Sajandan Rutthira, Sara Stokken Rott and Tryge Kjærland 
Olsen. Under: Sajandan admits, “Sport has given me much 
more than I have given sport.”

the road to the games

With help from Mo & Sirius, Teater Innland 
rocked the Sports Gala with the first music for 
the soundtrack of Lillehammer 2016. 

While Lillehammer 1994 had the "Olympic-floka" dance, 
Lillehammer 2016 created music and dance for a new 
generation. “We wanted to create a dance number for the 
Games – and to do that we needed an original song,” ex-
plains Teater Innland director Janne Langaas.

That was the backdrop for the most colorful and ener-
getic entertainment number of the 2016 Sports Gala. Pe-
ter Baden and Sigve Bull shared composition and writing 
credits for the official song, "Go Beyond. Create Tomor-
row." The number was performed live for the first time by 
the duo Mo & Sirius.

The slogan "Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow." had a 
strong effect on young local Hamar music talent Mo, who 
was proud of his contribution. 

“Life is a test. How you handle tough times shows who 
you are. Keep looking towards tomorrow,” says the 23-year 
old, who escaped the war in Somalia when he was 7 years 
old, later surviving the 2011 Utøya massacre in Norway.
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go beyond.  
create tomorrow.



over:
The volunteers receive 
a Youth Olympic 
Games introduction.

left:
The volunteers gather 
for the largest event 
before the Games. Ac-
creditation and a smile 
both are required!

right:
The Olympic guide to 
Lillehammer 2016 is 
popular reading.

left:
Each department works 
with its own volunteers 
to give them an intro-
duction to their tasks.

right:
Eager volunteers re-
ceives a sneak preview 
of the Culture Program.

below:
Mo & Sirius test out 
our official song on the 
volunteers at the out-
door stage by Kristins 
Hall.
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Trygve Kjærland Olsen

In the biting Finnmark cold of Northern Norway, northern lights 
dancing in the night sky, Trygve Kjærland Olsen (20) opened the 
festivities in Alta.

From Spiderman to Changemaker
Trygve has long been a huge fan of su-
perheroes, especially fascinated by the 
acrobatic movements of Spiderman. 
He began with gymnastics, and al-
though his interest in Spiderman has 
lessened, his interest in gymnastics has 
skyrocketed. At 14, he became a train-
er in his local club and now he trains a 
number of groups. They are all popular 
and overbooked, and in addition, he is 
a competitive judge, on the Finnmark 
County gymnastics board, and on the 
Alta Sports Commission.

“I enjoy everything, from planning to 

staging, but most important is that the 
kids have fun,” says our 19-year-old en-
thusiast.

Northern Lights
Naturally, the Olympic Torch Relay 
in Alta began with dogsledding, and 
Trygve was on stage to light the Olym-
pic Torch. The Northern Lights danced 
over Alta as if on cue.

“With all this as a backdrop, it was a 
fantastic feeling. It was especially nice 
to see so many from my club attending 
– and this inspires me to even more,” 
our young man from Alta concludes.

january 11, 2016

ALTA

the event

finnmark

finnmark changemaker

facts

Born October 22, 1996

club  Alta turnforening

roles Trainer, youth 
 representative,   
 district referee
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PLACE
Finnmarkshallen
BUL-banen

ATTENDANCE
1,600

PERFORMERS
UKM artists 
from Finnmark



SEBASTIAN HENRIKSEN

After Sebastian put his soccer shoes up on the shelf, he continued 
with swimming in Kvaløya Sports Club because he loved it so much. 
Our positive Troms Changemaker easily keeps his head above water.

Everyone should have an opportunity
Sebastian knows exactly what he is de-
voted to sports. “The most important 
of all is that everyone should have the 
same opportunity to participate, choos-
ing the sport they love the most.”

“You just get so much in return.”
In addition to his school responsibili-

ties, he is the swim trainer for children 
and immigrants as well as having a 
number of other responsibilities within 
sports in Tromsø.

In a Tromsø high school sports hall 
filled to capacity, Sebastian’s feelings as 

he lit the Olympic Torch will stay with 
him all his life.

Ask the Youth
“It was absolutely the coolest moment 
I can remember,” Once the ceremony 
was completed, Sebastian came with a 
message to sports clubs that are losing 
young members, “There many ways 
that youth can contribute as part of a 
club without actually competing. Ask 
us, and we are willing,” our 18-year-old 
Changemaker challenges.

january 13, 2016

the event

TROMS

TROMS changemaker

Facts

Born December 29, 1997

club  Kvaløya Sports Club

roles Swimming trainer,  
 board member in  
 several clubs  
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PLACE
TUIL-hallen,
Tromsdalen VGS

ATTENDANCE
700

PERFORMERS
Kristian  
Kristensen

tromsø
304 km



finnmark and tromshighlights

scandic alta

heart and home
The Olympic torch receives 
a good night’s rest with our 
valued partner Scandic, then 
a great day’s start with a cre-
ative breakfast buffet and an 
Olympic-style watermelon.  

tuil hall

flaming smile
A super satisfied 
Sebastian Hen-
riksen lights the 
torch in front of his 
Tromsdalen High 
School friends and 
classmates. 

alta

northern  
lights
The enchanting 
northern lights 
dance over Alta 
for the Olympic 
Torch.   
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the lyngen alps

they saw us rollin'
Two dashing Volvo XC90s escort the 
Olympic torch around Norway, here 
on the way to Tromsø.



malin celius oshaug

Combining different roles as mother of two, student and kindergarten 
assistant is enough to be called Changemaker, but Malin still manages 
to find time for another great passion - Melbø Gymnastics.

Togetherness is the key
“This is my second home,” Malin says 
about her gymnastics club where she 
has been a member for as long as she 
can remember. She followed her moth-
er’s footsteps, also a gymnastics trainer. 
For her, the most important things are 
working together and a positive club en-
vironment.

“A club is a gathering point beyond 
sport, this is the most important factor 
to get youth to thrive”

Burning Experience
Though lighting of the Olympic Torch 
took place in Bodø, relatively far from 
her town of Melbø, thousands came to 
celebrate her as Changemaker.

“I remember vividly is that imme-
diately after I lit the Olympic Torch, I 
came offstage and looked back to see 
the flame burning brightly. It was then 
that I first realized just what I experi-
enced a moment will stay will me for 
the rest of my life,” smiles Malin.

January 15, 2016

the event

NORDLAND

NORDLAND changemaker

Facts

Born January 1, 1992

club  Melbo Gymnastics  
 Club

roles Head trainer, district  
 judge team  
 gymnastics, board  
 member  

95

PLACE
Mørkvedlia 
idrettspark

ATTENDANCE
1,300

PERFORMERS
- Det Vilde Kor
- Min Trio

BODØ

552 km



nordlandhighlights

bodø

"i feel privileged"
Another Olympic Torch participant in 
Bodø was Runa Mølla Tangstand (18) 
who accompanied the Olympic Flame 
from Athens in December 2015.
“I feel so lucky. It is special to help 
bring the Olympic Flame to Norway 
– and to be able to show it off in each 
county,” Tangstad explains.

bodø harbour

Bobcat at sea
Sjogg and his crew 
as the torch floats 
towards Bodø in a 
Norwegian rib boat.

bodø

2016 vs. 1994
The old-style 1994 Olym-
pic jacket on a volunteer 
at the torch ceremony in 
Bodø, where he meets 
an enthusiastic group of 
torchbearers sporting the 
‘new’ volunteer uniforms.
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bodø

kissing flames
1,300 spectators at Mørkvedlia 
experience a ‘kiss of flames’ between 
torches, with Inger Johanne Warholm 
and ‘Malin the Changemaker’.



ADRIAN VIKEN

Inderøy’s Annual Meeting turned this 24-year olds’ life upside down. 
Adrian came to hear if the artificial grass on the football pitch was going 
to be replaced, he ended up the leader of the club’s football group.

A “foot” in all activities
There is more. Adrian renovated the 
clubhouse and became the playing 
trainer for the A-team. He has a “foot” 
in everything that has to do with his 
club’s football activities.

“It is just fun to help out, especially 
when I see the results from what I do,” 
explains Adrian, who thinks ‘talent’ is 
overrated.

“You can get really good at anything 
you want to achieve. Everyone should 
have a chance, no matter what your lev-
el of talent might be.”

Talented torchbearer
Adrian also showed talent as a torch-
bearer at a ceremony held at Steinkjer 
High School and is satisfied with the 
results.

“What an excellent ceremony! The 
weather forecasted rain, but overnight 
we received 40 centimeters of new 
snow, a great backdrop for the ceremo-
ny. These memories are going to stay 
with me a long time,” says North Tron-
delag’s Changemaker.

 January 18, 2016

the event

NORD-TRØNDELAG

NORD-TRØNDELAG changemaker

Facts

Born April 9, 1991

club  Inderøy Sports Club

roles Board chairman,  
 trainer

99

PLACE
Steinkjer High 
School

ATTENDANCE
1,000

PERFORMERS
Skei & PT 
UKM artists

steinkjer

587 km



magnus rodahl

At junior college, Magnus began to be interested in Volleyball and 
by time he began school at the Norwegian School of Science and 
Technology (NTNU), it was all about “the ball”

Creates enjoyment
As a leader, trainer, player, and repre-
sentative in NTNUI Volleyball, Magnus 
covers most of the roles that are possi-
ble to have in a club.

“I want to help as many as possible 
who want to play volleyball,” explains 
Magnus and tells warmly of the envi-
ronment at NTNUI, which is Norway’s 
largest sports club. “They have really 
found the key to how to keep youth in-
terested in sport.”

“We look for those who have dropped 
out of sport and give them the oppor-
tunity, whether they want to train five 

times a week, or just for fun. Then peo-
ple enjoy themselves!

Olympic flashback
There was a high enjoyment factor 

during the Olympic Torch ceremony in 
Trondheim and when Magnus went up 
on stage, he knew he was part of some-
thing big.

“The atmosphere with snow, the 
night, and the flame that lit up the dark-
ness, I will never forget that.”

January 19, 2016

the event

SØR-TRØNDELAG

SØR-TRØNDELAG changemaker

Facts

Born June 13, 1990

club  NTNUI

roles Trainer,  
 representative,  
 responsible for elite  
 sport, regional board  
 vice-chairman,  
 alternate member  
 federation board.

101

PLACE
Strinda High School 
Trondheim spektrum

ATTENDANCE
2,900

PERFORMERS
Young local dancers 
and musicians

trondheim 119 km



TRØNDELAGhighlightshighlights

namsskogan

even Bobcats need coffee
It is a long road from Bodø to 
Trondheim, and it is good when 
Sjogg & Co. take a well-deserved 
break in Namsskogan. Sjogg takes 
very seriously an update about 
small game hunting in the munic-
ipality.

steinkjer

geared-up  
kids
Steinkjer youngsters 
stretch out their 
hands to get a hold of 
Youth Olympic items 
raining down from 
the stage.

strinda high school

‘Torch Kjetil’
The Olympic Torch and 
Kjetil Andre Aamodt get to 
know each other well. The 
alpine hero is responsible 
for a variety of activities 
arranged during the tour.

malvik

Fired-up mayor
The Olympic torch 
sweeps through Malvik 
outside of Trondheim 
on a visit with one of 
Norway’s youngest 
mayors. A certain Bob-
cat also sneaks into the 
photo!

strinda high scool

blowing snow
Students from Strinda 
High School huddle 
together in a blizzard 
at dusk.

103102

trondheim spektrum

chillin' with snow and fire
The Olympic flame illuminates  
Magnus Rodahl and the falling snow.



magomed kudusov

Magomed and his Olympic Torch had a rough time in the heavy snow 
that people from Molde have seldom experienced. As a result, the 
torch ceremony in the Tusten Alpine Center was delayed. 

This didn’t bother Magomed in the 
least. “I love the snow. While we were 
waiting I met a lot of the other torch-
bearers, which was great.

100% Construction Engineer  
Magomed has trained with Martial Arts 
since fourth grade, and home in Ulste-
invik the 22-year uses three hours a day 
to train with different age groups in 
the club. During the day, he is studying 
to be a Construction Engineer, which 
seems appropriate for this young man.

“I think it is quite exciting to build up 
athletes and develop them further and 
to see the result of the job that is done. 
It provides motivation,” says Magomed 
before adding,

“The key to development and to enjoy 
yourself is to understand the processes 
the young athlete goes through when 
growing up. It is so important with a 
good dialogue between trainer and ath-
lete.”

january 20, 2016

the event

MØRE OG ROMSDAL

møre og romsdal changemaker

Facts

Born July 27, 1994

club  Ulstein Taekwon-Do

roles Vice-Chairman,  
 trainer

105

PLACE
Tusten Ski Center

ATTENDANCE
600

PERFORMERS
Revolt V

molde

220 km



lorentz fannemel

Inspired by cousin Anders Fannemel’s world record of 251.5 meters, 
Lorentz does what he can to increase ski jump recruiting in Sogn & 
Fjordane. This is no easy matter.

Heavy winds and weather
In a county where the distances are far 
between house and ski jump, Lorentz 
faces challenges with recruiting young 
people, and would like to explore closer 
cooperation with other types of sport.

“My own experience shows me that 
cooperation between different types of 
sport is important, creating fun basis 
activities from a young age, so youth 
can choose their sport when they are 
ready to do so.”

Stryn scores ’20 in style’
During the Olympic Torch Relay, the 
wind was with Lorentz in many ways. 
Over 1,000 people had turned out in 
the little village of Stryn, which had a 
profound effect on Lorentz, but it was 
the ski jumping that day that he re-
members best.

“We had expected 4 or 5 who would 
want to jump, but so many showed up. 
They didn’t want to stop either, fantas-
tic that so many were interested,” says 
Lorentz.

January 22, 2016sogn og fjordane

sogn og fjordane changemaker

Facts

Born January 6, 1994

club  Hornindal Sports Club

roles Trainer

107

the event

PLACE
Stryn High 
School

ATTENDANCE
1,300

PERFORMERS
Young local 
artists

stryn

155 km



møre og romsdal - sogn og fjordanehighlights

stryn

showing off 
the town
The two young 
leaders, Miriam Flo 
(18) and Elisabeth 
Vindfjell (18) proudly 
show off Stryn and 
the fantastic nature in 
Sogn & Fjordane.

stryn

ukm drummer
Together with 
traditional Norwe-
gian folk dance, a 
UKM drum show 
entertains during 
the torch ceremo-
ny in Stryn.

tusten ski center

#snow
Up, down and side-
ways, it is snowing 
every which-way in 
Molde on January 20. 
Despite weather delays, 
everyone is more than 
happy with the Olympic 
Torch Ceremony.
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stryn high school

the joy of sport
There is no doubt what Stryn sports stu-
dents think about Kjetil Andre Aamodt 
and Andreas Arnø’s training antics.



SARA STOKKEN ROTT

Unlike most of the other Changemakers, Sara has had a direct 
connection with the LYOGOC since autumn 2014 when she became 
part of the YOG Youth Leader Program. This made the Olympic Torch 
Ceremony even more profound.

By, for, and with youth
“My best memory from the Olympic 
Torch Ceremony was the feeling that 
right then I was the only one in the 
world who held the Olympic Torch. A 
surreal, and unbelievable feeling,” Sara 
says, who was also part of the planning 
group for the ceremony.

“The ceremony was created by, for, 
and with youth. That made it extra spe-
cial and memorable. It was youth in fo-
cus the whole time, in every part.”

Youth best inspired by other youth 
Sara’s passion is sport and youth and 
wants to create the same love for sport, 
and mastering that sport, that she has 
experienced. She knows what it takes to 
keep youth involved in sport.

“Youth is best inspired by other 
youth. We need more young people in 
key roles in sports clubs. They know 
best what youth wants!”

January 25, 2016HORDALAND

HORDALAND changemaker

Facts

Born May 24, 1997

club  Kalandseid Sports Club

roles Trainer, activity  
 leader, and board youth  
 representative  

111

the event

PLACE
Prestgardslandet

ATTENDANCE
1,200

PERFORMERS
Kløver &  
Skarre R

voss

257 km



joakim haArr

After injuries caused Joakim’s elite career with BMX to end, he decided 
to use his time and expertise to help other riders. This decision has 
borne fruit, he is the reason that the wheels go around in his club.

Get youth on wheels
This happy young man from Rogaland 
does not regret that he had to ‘park’ 
his BMX cycle. He takes great pleasure 
when others succeed.

“To see others succeed in BMX gives 
me the same feeling as succeeding my-
self,” Joakim says.

When questioned how he manages to 
get youth involved, the answer is simple.

“We have to adapt to how much any-
one wants to get involved, and how 
skilled they are. Some want to be the 
best, while others just do it for kicks. We 
don’t treat anyone differently.”

Good start for the year
With 1,500 people present for the 

Olympic Torch Ceremony in Stavan-
ger’s Viking Hall, Joakim had to admit 
that his heart was beating faster than 
usual.

“It isn’t easy to put words on the 
feeling when you stand there with the 
Olympic Torch in your own county, with 
so many people there. When I think 
back on the Changemaker prize, the 
Youth Olympics, and everything, I just 
have to smile.”

January 26, 2016rogaland

rogaland changemaker

Facts

Born August 17, 1991

club  Sandnes BMX Club

roles Trainer, regional   
 trainer, foreman

113

the event

PLACE
Vikinghallen

ATTENDANCE
1,500

PERFORMERS
Rock Off

stavanger

281 km



hordaland and rogalandhighlights

vossevangen

good vibrations
Despite a little gray weather, 
nothing puts a damper on the 
atmosphere here. After games 
and competitions in the snow, 
the day concludes with dance 
and a show from torchbearers 
on stage.

dale factory

wool is gold
Naturally, the Olym-
pic Torch stops by 
the well-known Dale 
Factory, producing 
Norwegian Olympic 
sweaters since 1956.

stavanger

‘Heia heia!’
Children from 
several kindergar-
tens show up at the 
Viking Hall to cheer 
on the flame where 
they meet their fa-
vorite Bobcat, Sjogg.

115

highlights

stavanger

torhch on 
wheels
Alpine skier Jesper 
Saltvik Pedersen from 
Plogen Ski Club has 
with him a specially 
made torch holder, 
wheelchair-style.

viking hall

stylish 
dance
Dance and 
drama students 
from Vågen High 
School deliver an 
opening perfor-
mance of Olym-
pian stature.
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the minister rollin' on: The torch rides with Minister of Transport and 
Communication Ketil Solvik Olsen on the award-winning National Tourist 
Routes at Jæren, also meeting one of Brings’ young apprentice drivers 
working with tour logistics.



With a great passion for sport, Endre Birkerem Fintland has created 
himself a name within Handball in Vest-Agder. Experience gained from 
Lillehammer 2016 has given him even greater ambitions.

Lillehammer 2016 as springboard
As with all the other Changemakers, 
Endre was in Lillehammer during the 
first days of the Games

“It was really inspiring to experience 
Lillehammer 2016 close up,” the young 
man from Norway’s south tells us.

“To be able to develop athletes to be 
part of something like this is amazing. 
My motivation is great!”

Erland has lifted his senior team from 
the fourth to the second division in 
three seasons and has great ambitions 

as a handball coach. He also focuses on 
the grassroots.

“The common denominator is to en-
joy sport, not your level of play.”

Focus on enjoyment was easy on a 
sunny day in Kristiansand that Erland 
was honored as county Changemaker.

“I remember well when I took the 
Olympic Torch on the final exchange 
before I went up on stage, an amazing 
feeling in my hometown,” concludes 
the 23-year old.

 January 28, 2016vest-agder
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endre birkerem fintland
vest-agder changemaker

Facts

Born May 29, 1992

club  Våg Sports Club

roles Trainer, regional  
 national team  
 trainer, sports  
 committee  
 representative

the event

PLACE
Gimlehallen

ATTENDANCE
470

PERFORMERS
Sara & Arash

KRISTIANSAND
232 km



The town that has produced sports stars like Thor Hushovd and  
Dag Otto Lauritzen has now a new role model who you will not find 
on a bicycle seat but in the gymnastics hall.

Driven by perfection
As gymnastics trainer, Stian wants to 
create as many positive experiences for 
children and youth in Express Sports 
Club gymnastics.

“To see the feeling that youth gets 
when they master something either 
small or large, this is what drives me,” 
Stian says.

“Gymnastics helps develop co-
ordination, movement, and sup-
pleness that helps in other parts of 
life, now and in the future. This is 
a good basis, no matter what sport.” 

Inspired by other Changemakers
In light of Stian’s meeting with other 
Changemakers and his experiences 
with Lillehammer 2016, there leaves no 
room for doubt regarding his future as 
gymnastics trainer.

“To meet so many fine people gives an 
‘inspiration boost’ to continue in sport 
and get even more involved,” Stian says, 
who appreciated the attention received 
during the ceremony in Arendal.

“It was nice to be recognized the con-
tributions I have made to create some-
thing positive, and be a role model for 
others.”

january 29, 2016aust-agder
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the event

PLACE
Sam Eyde H. School 
Downtown Arendal

ATTENDANCE
1,850

PERFORMERS
Andrew Ripper and 
Raylee

stian syvertsen
AUST-AGDER changemaker

Facts

Born December 18, 1990

club  IL Express

roles Board chairman, head  
 trainer in the  
 gymnastics group

ARENDAL
65 km



vest-agder and aust-agder highlights

arendal

city celebrations
There are two torch 
ceremonies in Arendal 
on January 29th. The first 
is organized at Sam Eyde 
High School, followed by 
an evening city party in 
downtown Arendal.

kristiansand zoo

family reuinion
Sjogg takes the time to 
meet his relatives and 
meet a variety of other 
two- and four-legged 
friends after the torch 
ceremony.

kristiansand

torch stars
Normally it is Julius 
and Captain Saber-
tooth running the 
show in Kristiansand, 
but January 28th sees 
the torchbearers as 
stars in this southern 
city.
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kristiansand

sunshine celebration
Hundreds meet at Gimlebanen to 
enjoy a perfect sun-filled torch cele-
bration.



When Kine left her town of Skien in heavy rain at daybreak, she 
was afraid that the rain would ruin the plans for the Olympic Torch 
Ceremony in Morgedal. She need not have worried, everything was fine.

Anxious car trip
Kine, who was also part of the planning 
group for the ceremony, tells of an anx-
ious group in the car on the way to the 
cradle of ski sport.

“We were worried that there would 
not be snow enough for all the plans 
that we had made. Luckily, big flakes of 
snow began shortly before we arrived.  I 
knew then we would have a great day!”

Love of sport for all
Between sunshine and snow, everyone 
had an excellent day in Morgedal, where 

a new group of refugees also experi-
enced Norway’s love of sport. Despite 
falls here and there, smiles were every-
where.

“Sport plays an important role for 
those that have a difficult life. For many 
people, and especially with youth it is 
important that have a ‘safe zone” where 
they feel at home,” says our Telemark 
Changemaker.

january 30, 2016TELEMARK
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kine styrvold
TELEMARK changemaker

Facts

Born September 2, 1997

club  Skotfoss Gymnastics

roles Youth representative,  
 member of Telemark  
 Youth Council

the event

LOCATION
Morgedal

ATTENDANCE
600

PERFORMERS
Arif and Symre

MORGEDAL
158 km



telemarkhighlights

morgedal

joy of sport
A large group of refugees 
join the celebration and enjoy 
sledding and all types of 
skiing, getting to know the 
Norwegian joy of winter and 
sport at its best.

morgedal

great grilling 
weather
The Norwegian 
Trekking Associ-
ation can grill in 
any weather as the 
audience enjoys hot 
dogs and Norwe-
gian ‘pinnebrød’.

morgedal

money
Changemakers 
receive checks for 
5,000 NOK from 
Norsk Tipping as 
part of the celebra-
tion. Kine Styrvold 
gives her check to 
Skotfoss Gymnastics. 
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morgedal

a snowy arif
The popular rapper from Oslo was in 
fine form with his rhyme and rhythms 
as he entertains between the falling 
snowflakes in Morgedal.



At a point in time when other sports began boring him, and 
motivation was low, Fredrik’s aunt who came to the rescue.

Good advice
Fredrik’s aunt tipped him off to weight-
lifting activities in Sandefjord, and 
since then he has loved every minute 
there. This is not is not a coincidence.

“My club had several groups that fol-
low up the different youth members, 
and not just in regards to sport, but also 
socially, with different theme evenings 
where we invite everyone,” Fredrik says.

Nerves on edge
Before the Olympic Torch Ceremony 
at Norway’s largest high school, Sand-
efjord VGS, even Fredrik was not im-
mune to the nervousness that crept in 
as he was preparing to go onstage in 
front of 2000 fellow students.

“I was really nervous up on stage,” 
he admits, “but it went really well,” our 
Vestfold Changemaker concludes with 
a smile.

February 1, 2016vestfold
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Fredrik Sørbo
vestfold changemaker

Facts

Born January 7, 1993

club  Sande Weightlifting  
 Club

roles Trainer, team leader,  
 leader of youth group,  
 board member

the event

LOCATION
Sandefjord VGS

ATTENDANCE
3,050

PERFORMERS
Stella Polaris

SANDEFJORD
144 km



As a four-year-old, Kristoffer had his first equestrian encounter, and 
since then his interest has ‘galloped’ to new heights. Now he is 
helping others experience the same as he has.  

Animals are social creatures
“It give a feeling of satisfaction to be able 
to work with such a large animal, and it is 
enjoyable to work with others to achieve 
that feeling,” says Kristoffer. He says that 
the atmosphere in the stall means every-
thing for the total experience. 

“Our club members spend a lot of 
time together when we come to train. It 
is not just for an hour, but often half a 
day,” laughs the 19 year old.

Indescribable high points
With green grass in February, bright 
sunshine and tons of activities, it was 

a memorable day in Fredrikstad for all 
the students who attending the ceremo-
ny. Not in the least for Kristoffer.

“I have memories that will never be 
forgotten,” he tells us and says that mo-
ment he came onstage with the Olym-
pic Torch was the best. In addition, the 
Opening Ceremony at Lillehammer 
was magnificent.

“The fellowship and friendship cre-
ated between the Changemakers was 
unique. I have a hard time describing 
it.”

February 3, 2016ØSTFOLD
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KRISTOFFER TVETE
ØSTFOLD changemaker

Facts

Born October 15, 1996

club  Råde and Onsøy  
 Riders Club

roles Youth representative  
 in several riding  
 clubs, cashier,  
 secretary, several  
 positions in  
 Norwegian Riders  
 Association 

the event

LOCATION
Gamlebyen

ATTENDANCE
1,300

PERFORMERS
Local musicians

FREDRIKSTAD
86 km



vestfold and østfoldhighlightshighlights

fredrikstad

‘Planktown’ celebration
Sun, warm weather, and a thousand 
students celebrate the   torch’s com-
ing to this traditional lumber export 
town. Grace Bullen, on the team 
that brought the Olympic Torch 
from Greece is here, challenging 
Olympic-hero Kjetil Andre Aamodt 
in sumo wrestling!

sandefjord

precious medal 
jumpstart
Vebjørn Heggedal would 
later win several medals 
during the Games. Do his 
torchbearing duties here 
in Sandefjord two weeks 
before have anything to do 
with his success?

fredrikstad

old town torch
Kristoffer Tvete shines 
like the sun in Fre-
drikstad’s Old Town 
as he is celebrated as 
the Changemaker of 
Østfold County.

sandefjord

still going strong
The theater group Stella 
Polaris entertained at the 
1994 Olympics, and now 
here they are stealing 
the show at the Olym-
pic Torch Ceremony in 
Sandefjord.

sandefjord

'se ilden lyse'
Sissel Kyrkebø’s 
well-loved song 
‘Se ilden lyse’ 
performed in the 
best Olympic spirit 
by music students 
from Sandefjord 
High School.

131130

sandefjord

just dance
Coca-Cola has helped make the Youth 
Olympic Torch Tour enjoyable for all, 
engaging everyone with their ‘Just 
Dance’ show.



The last leg of the Olympic Torch Relay was over the bridge that 
crosses the Drammen River and with torch in hand Daniel led  
1,200 people into the town.

Amazed  
“It was all I could do to concentrate 
on what I was doing when carrying 
the torch and saw how many were fol-
lowing me. When I looked over my 
shoulder the first time, I was amazed,” 
Øivind tells his story about how hard it 
was to take in everything that happened 
to him that evening.

“Afterward, one can only say that it 
was a small historic moment, and a big 
moment in my life with cool memories 
to look back upon.”

Many balls in the air
In addition that the volunteer activities 
that Øivind has in the Kongsberg Min-
ers, he also does important work for the 
elite team. In other words, he has a lot 
going on – but not too much for him.

“Basketball is my passion. It has 
meant the world to me for many years. 
Of course, I want to give something 
back! I just couldn’t imagine a life with-
out basketball,” Øivind points out.

February 5, 2016BUSKERUD
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øivind lundestad
buskerud changemaker

Facts

Born April 30, 1991

club  Kongsberg Miners  
 (Basketball)

roles Trainer, activity leader,  
 member of the  
 marketing committee

the event

LOCATION
Marienlyst
Town Square

ATTENDANCE
1,200

PERFORMERS
Ida & AndreaDRAMMEN

105 km



As a “go-to resource” in Bærums Verk Hauger, Martin Gøranson has a 
number of strong points – but saying ‘no’ is not one of them.

Fun has positive consequences
Martin believes people should make a 
fair contribution to their own sport.

“Indoor bandy is the world’s best and 
most enjoyable sport, and it is great to 
be a part of it as it grows,” Martin says, 
“People just enjoy it. Growth will come 
as a result of that!”

Uforgløymeleg kyss 
When Martin thinks back about the 
Olympic Torch Ceremony on a snowy 
day in Jessheim, there is a special kiss 
he remembers the best, between the 

two torches at the final exchange.
“When the flame was passed to me, 

my torch “kissed” the other. I will al-
ways remember that moment, and then 
I ran through a ‘tunnel’ of people on 
the way up to the stage,” the 22-year old 
tells us, before some final words about 
Lillehammer 2016.

“It was an unforgettable opportuni-
ty to meet the other Changemakers 
in Lillehammer, it is great to see that 
so many people are doing such good 
work.”  

February 5, 2016AKERSHUS
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martin gøranson
AKERSHUS changemaker

Facts

Born July 10, 1993

club  Bærums Verk Hauger  
 Sports Club

roles Trainer for three 
 teams, board  
 representative, event  
 organizer, assistant in  
 motorized bandy

the event

LOCATION
Jessheim  
Sports Hall

ATTENDANCE
400

PERFORMERS
Morgan Sulele & 
Romerike FHSJESSHEIM83 km



When Sajandan Rutthira from Furuset was awarded the honor of 
Norwegian Changemaker at the Sports Gala in Lillehammer in January 
2016, he had no idea what to expect. 

The 19-year old admits that it has been 
an amazing journey, but he knows ex-
actly where he likes it the best.

‘Away’ is good, ‘Home’ is best
“What I like the best is when I can be 
‘home’ together with the six-year-olds 
at an activity school or the girls team 
where I am trainer” The list of Sajan-
dan’s different volunteer activities is 
just too long to list in detail!

“What means the most to me is that 
children and youth in my part of the city 
have a place where they feel included 
and experience the feeling of mastering 
their sport together. It should be a social 
meeting place – sometimes winning 

doesn’t matter,” says our Norwegian 
Changemaker of the year.

Football girls ‘stole the show’
It is not every day that one can carry the 
Olympic Torch in a hometown. Sajan-
dan remember that he was given the 
torch in the fog at Sognsvann, an Oslo 
lake, but he also remembers another 
high point that occurred after the Offi-
cial Program was completed.

“It was when the girls from my foot-
ball team jumped up on stage and be-
gan with dancing and having fun after 
the show was over. It was a joy to see 
them having so much fun!”

February 6, 2016OSLO
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SAJANDAN RUTTHIRA
oslos changemaker

Facts

Born April 26, 1996

club  Furuset Football,  
 Furuset Athletics,   
 Høybråten Athletics,  
 Stovner Athletics

roles Diverse activities  
 with the four clubs  
 above including  
 trainer, team leader,  
 board member,  
 instructor, club leader,  
 election committee  

the event

LOCATION
Sognsvann

ATTENDANCE
300

PERFORMERS
Adelénoslo

41 km



buskerud, akershus and oslohighlights

oslo

holmenkollen fog lights up
Despite the famous ‘Holmenkollen 
fog’ rolling up the  mountain, the 
Olympic Torch shines in this famous 
venue as the relay then continues by 
dog sled to the Sognsvann lake where 
the torch ceremony takes place.

jessheim

success with 
sulele
‘Tell me what you want’ 
is just one of the hits 
played by Morgen Sulele 
as he creates organized 
chaos, especially among 
the female fans in the 
audience.

jessheim

Bobcat  
snowstorm
Our favorite bobcat 
‘Sjogg’, which means 
‘snow’ in Norwe-
gian dialect, meets a 
‘sjogg-storm’ during 
the Olympic Torch cer-
emony in Jessheim.
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highlights

drammen

Proud  
handball hero
Glenn Solberg, earlier 
a handball professional 
and now the assistant 
trainer on the national 
team, is visibly proud 
to bear the torch in his 
hometown.

drammen

Happily 
stunned
Øivind Lundestad 
was pleasantly 
shocked as he sees 
a massive crowd 
following as the Torch 
Relay comes over 
Drammen Bridge.
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The Palace Square 

two princes
The ‘Prince of Volunteers’, Sajandan 
Rutthira together with Prince Sverre 
Magnus in the Palace Square during 
the 25th Royal Jubilee for Norway’s 
King and Queen.



Even has always been fascinated by different types of motor vehicles. 
When the promising ski jumper put his competitive skis on the shelf, 
Søre Ål was left with one less promising talent – but a completely 
developed Changemaker.

Scary ski jumps
As a 14-year old Even began to see ski 
jumps as too big and scary. It was not 
much fun anymore. The real fun beca-
me to drive snow preparation vehicles, 
and now he is an indispensable resour-
ce who prepares ski jumps and ski are-
as for many children and youth in Lil-
lehammer.

“I really like to contribute to making 
it fun for the kids,” the 22-year old tells 
us, who is also is excellent at preparing 
sledding and recreation snow areas.

“Different snow activities are fun, 
and it is important that have good ve-

nues and areas where kids can play. A 
little variation never hurt anybody!”

So many people
Even had the opportunity to light a 

flame in both Gjøvik and Otta, but th-
ere is no doubt about what he remem-
bers best.

“Of course, the best moment was 
when I was carrying the Olympic Torch 
itself. There were also so many people 
who came to see, I couldn’t have ima-
gined that many people,” Our Oppland 
Changemaker concludes.

February 8-9, 2016oppland
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even røysheim
oppland changemaker

Facts

Born March 27, 1994

club  Søre Ål Sports Club

roles Chairman Ski  
 Jumping/Nordic  
 Combined, hill and  
 slope manager

the event

LOCATION
Gjøvik February 8
Otta February 9

ATTENDANCE
2,500/850

PERFORMERS
Gjøvik High School 
and Mari Midtli

gjøvik
136 km

153 km



oppland highlights

otta

Up into the valley
It is February 9th and Otta in Gud-
brandsdalen is the host for the 
Olympic Torch, just as it was in 
1994. A fine ceremony in North Gud-
brandsdal High School is followed 
by a wide range of entertainment, 
from funnyman Jan Åge Fjørstoft to 
Norwegian folk music from UKM.

gjøvik

ice sculptures
As part of the Olym-
pic Torch Ceremony, 
beautiful ice sculp-
tures have been 
created by Gjøvik 
high school students 
outside the Cavern 
Hall.

gjøvik

a sea of people
With fog and chilly 
weather, who could have 
imagined such a sea of 
Olympic enthusiasts 
– 2,500 – at the Gjøvik 
Olympic Cavern Hall 
just five days before the 
Games.
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otta

youngsters of all ages
Kindergarten, grade school, and 
junior high children all meet together 
with high school students from Otta, 
and a great day is had by all!



When Anniken set out on the last leg of the Olympic Torch Relay in 
Hamar, she looked into the eyes of a mother of an Argentinian figure 
skater that she recognized. It brought tears to her eyes.

Eyes that sparkle
“I saw the excitement and happiness 
in her eyes, to be a part of the Youth 
Olympic Games. It was then I realized 
that carrying the Olympic Torch is re-
ally part of something that is far bigger 
than myself, it brings the whole world 
together,” Anniken says, and goes on to 
tell us that she was a volunteer in the 
Hamar Olympic Amphitheatre where 
she came in contact with many athletes 
and their families. The number of pe-
ople in Hamar was overwhelming for 
the 19-year old.

“That so many people came was ama-
zing. It was far beyond what anyone 
expected. What fun it was!” says the 

Changemaker.
From talent to Changemaker
At an early age, Anniken showed a real 
talent for figure skating, but as she grew 
old spent less time training. Then they 
asked her if she wanted to contribute in 
other ways.

“The sport and the club have meant so 
much to me as I grew up, it was a plea-
sure to be able to give something back.”

Based on her own experience, Anni-
ken thinks it is important to give youth 
possibilities within sport.

“We have to create more possibilities 
in clubs beyond only training and com-
peting in the sport itself.”

February 10-11, 2016hedmark
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anniken steen
hedmark changemaker

Facts

Born September 24, 1996

club  Hamar Figure Skating  
 Club

roles Trainer,  
 choreographer,  
 board representative

the event

LOCATION
Trysil February 10
Hamar February 11

ATTENDANCE
750/3,500

PERFORMERS
Young local artists

hamar
TRYSIL 265 km

97 km



hedmarkhighlights

hamar

Ending with a bang
7,000 Hamar eyes are upon Anni-
ken Steen Thursday as she runs the 
last leg of the Torch Relay. Hamar 
is the last stop before Opening 
Ceremony.  Fireworks light up the 
night to celebrate, with all on hand 
downtown to mark a conclusion – 
and a beginning.

hamar

minister visit
Minister of Culture Linda 
Cathrine Hofstad Helleland 
is on hand again in Hamar 
as she is impressed by the 
rich culture alternatives 
available to youngsters in 
this town.

hamar

more than just 
sawdust
Buzzing chainsaws and 
flying wood chips and a 
competition carving out 
#Lillehammer2016 on 
logs impresses enthusias-
tic spectators in Hamar. 
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highlights

trysil

Olympic heroes 
following the 
torch
Olympic heroes Gjer-
mund Eggen and Anita 
Moen follow a young 
Olympic torchbearer in 
their two-horse carriage 
through downtown Trysil.

trysil

‘Dance town’
It is quite possible that 
this ski town is going to 
have to change its name 
after UKM dancers 
showed their talents in 
an epic version of ‘Go 
beyond. Create tomor-
row’.
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The moose and the torch: The world’s largest moose is visited at the Bjøroa rest area 
in Stor-Elvdal during the torch’s travels from Oppland, over Rondane and down to 
Trysil. The impressive animal sculpture is a warning to motorists passing through 
this moose-filled wilderness.
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here comes the flood
The word comes down from Lars Egge Johnsen. The ice and snow architect is in 
water up to his knees in Søndre Park – now called Sjogg Park. This winter park looks 
more like spring thaw, with the February temperature far above freezing point.

"The house is on fire" is an expression that the orga-
nization committee uses when activity level is high. 
The activity level is, in fact, high, but the house is not 
on fire for Lars Egge Johnsen and his crew. Water, 
water everywhere, as if a dam had broken in Sjogg 
Park.

“I never thought that warm weather would be a 
problem for Lillehammer in February, but it was 
even above freezing in the middle of the night,” says 
Lars, looking back on the rescue of the ice that began 
six days before the Opening Ceremony, when the 
wind and rain came in torrents. “There was no use 
in crying; there was already way too much water!” 

Sjogg Park had been well planned to include a 
30-meter-long ice slide, an igloo disco, a movie stage, 
and spectator stands for 400 people. There are also 
ski and sledding runs and, of course, ice sculptures. 

Everything should be snow and ice – but now it is 
turning into mud and water.

On Wednesday morning, Lars goes into the igloo 
disco. He is on the telephone with his father when 
he takes another step into the ice construction. The 
usually talkative architect is speechless – 30 centime-
ters of water and mud are bubbling up the wall – all 
the water in the park is channelling into the igloo! 
The volunteers show up, promised a job working 
with snow, but they now have to bail out the place 
with buckets.

“I worked like crazy emptying water from the 
igloo. Our sense of humour was the only thing that 
did not float away. I joked with everyone, saying that 
to understand snow and ice you must first under-
stand how water works,” says Lars Egge Johnsen, 
laughing.

In Sjogg Park, he checks the weather on the in-
ternet every half hour and sees that the temperature 
will soon drop. Soon colder, the snow and ice park 
become a rock-hard golden brown after the mud 
flow. The rescue operation is only halfway complete.

“The solution was to bring in 40 truckloads of 
snow and spread it through the park," he recalls. 
"Soon the whole park was a beautiful white again, 
and when we opened the day after the Opening Ce-
remony, no one could see the Sjogg Park drama that 
we had survived.”

The park is the center of attention during the 
Games, with people visiting day and evening. The 
sleepless snow architect is pleased. “Just imagine if 
we had spring weather during the Games. It could 
have been a catastrophe,” concludes the man who 
has not checked the weather forecast since February.

last minutes

151

Magnus, the snow and ice architect, working on the igloo.rescue mission:  The volunteers expected to work with 
snow and ice constructions. Instead they had to 
battle spring like temperatures and a  flooded park 
that almost melted away. But one man kept cool. 
That was Lars Egge Johnsen.



last minutes
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romania  
captures gold
In 2015, the IOC invited young designers from 
all over the world to compete in creating the 
A-side of the official Lillehammer 2016  
Youth Olympic Games medal.

In total, there were 300 entries from 65 nations vying for the his-
toric honor of designing the medal.  When the dust settled, the 
choice fell upon 20-year old Burzo Ciprian from Romania with 
his design  called ‘To the Top’, showing the joy and energy of the 
Youth Olympic Games. Burzo credits his design to the Scandina-
vian mountains, its winter, and the ice, with the beauty of skating 
and skiing all being the inspiration for his entry.  

The Olympic medal has an A- and a B- side, with Ciprian cre-
ating the A-side while LYOGOC designer Hallgeir Bakken creat-
ing the B-side. Bakken, who is originally from Folldal, far up in 
the mountains north of Lillehammer, used the visual profile and 
logo created by students as the basis for his design, one ensuring 
an unforgettable and lasting youthful profile on the Lillehammer 
2016 Olympic medals.

MOUNTAIN SHAPED PODIUM AND MEDAL BOARD: The medalist could step into a special made podium, which 
design was based on the mountain chain from the visual profile. The medal board was also made in 
the same three-dimensional style.

last minutes
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VICTORY PODIUMS, 
MOUNTAIN STYLE
Lillehammer 2016’s victory podiums did not have 
to travel far. No stranger to the Olympics and 
Lillehammer, Moelven Limtre carved out a unique 3D 
mountain design, one for the ages.

“Moelven Limtre and the Olympics in Lillehammer have a long 
history together. The laminated wood architecture in Hamar’s Vi-
king Ship and Lillehammer’s Haakons Hall were instrumental in 
developing Moelven Limtre to the company it is today. This makes 
it even more exciting to be a part of Lillehammer 2016,” says CEO 
Åge Holmestad.

This was no normal assignment for the regional company, but 
the Olympics never are. Lillehammer 2016 architect Lars Egge 
Johnsen wanted the podium to represent LYOGOC’s official de-
sign, the triangular mountain chain symbolizing solidarity and 
energy created as the world’s youth comes together for the Games. 
Moelven’s creative forces sprang into action. Mission accomplished 
in memorable style, the podiums were sent to the Olympic venues 
– receiving a new generation of Olympic heroes during Lilleham-
mer 2016.
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LOST 10 KILOS –  
BECAME A HEAVYWEIGHT
“I lost 10 kilos in just three weeks,” says Dag Erling Talaasen, laughing. The 23-year-old was responsible 
for bus transportation during Lillehammer 2016, with thousands of bus trips and a few Americans who 
had sticky meetings with a Norwegian west-country soft flatbread called a lefse.

“They didn’t know that lefse was supposed to be eat-
en; they thought they were small towels to be used 
to dry themselves,” says Dag Erling Talaasen with a 
sigh. “The bus cushions ended up covered in sugar, 
butter, and cinnamon. That bus looked terrible, the 
worst thing the bus driver had ever seen.”  

Dag Erling joined the organizing committee right 
after his last exam at Lillehammer University Col-
lege. Eight months later, the young man from Trysil 
was in top gear organizing bus arrivals and depar-
tures, a larger and more demanding operation than 
he could have believed.

“It was a day-and-night operation. I tried to get five 

hours of sleep a night, but it ended up being much 
less - 4 hours total during the last two days. My job 
was to get all guests, media, athletes, trainers, and 
leaders on the right bus at the right time. Since my 
name was on all contact lists, both I and my tele-
phone were really in demand,” he recalls, chuckling.  

Dag Erling used his waking hours well. Bus traffic 
ran like a Swiss clock throughout the entire 10 days, 
with extra buses ready to roll if needed. These buses 
stood unused, more than can be said for Dag, who 
during the two hectic weeks of coordinating 2,700 
bus trips lost 10 kilos.

“I lived on bread and coffee, just no time for an 

appetite! If I had to do it all over again, I would be 
better at delegating,” reflects our man from Tysil, 
who now has gained his kilos back and is at "match 
weight" again.

The last team that left the Athletes Village gave 
Dag Erling something to think about. “They did not 
want to go home," he remembers. "Here were sport 
and fun, the perfect combination. Going back to nor-
mal life would be hard. It was then that I really saw 
how much the Games meant for so many. That mo-
ment I realized this is something I will never forget.”



LEARN & SHARE
Learn & Share filled 2,500 square meters with 33 educational activities during 
the Games. The 16,002 individual visits clearly showed the great enthusiasm for 
the initiative. The responsible person? A 27-year-old with a will strong enough to 
change the world.

To create a learning venue for youths, who knows 
better how to capture their attention than fellow 
young people? Naturally, it was a young team giv-
en responsibility to create the Learn & Share pro-
gram, including Mari Owren (24), Tormod Tvare 
(28), Kaja Osnes Græsholt (31), and the leader for 
the entire program, Linda Jacobsen (27).

“Educational activities for the participants 
played an important part in Lillehammer 2016. 
Right from the very start, we made this a priority, 
with a crystal-clear goal - the participants would re-

turn home with something more important than 
a diploma or medal in their baggage,” says Linda 
Jacobsen.

“It was a huge responsibility. Educational activ-
ities make the Youth Olympics different than nor-
mal Olympics, but we knew we needed to work 
hard to succeed," continues Jacobsen. "The IOC 
followed us up closely and had great expectations. 
At the same time, as the program was new, we 
had the possibility to influence the direction we 
would take. To make it work, we needed to create 
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håkons hall

CROWDED HOUSE
Håkons Hall was crowded when the 
Learn & Share venue was opened for 
public.



great cooperation with our national and internation-
al partners – which we did. I never thought about 
the fact that we were young or that we had not done 
it before – this was a job where we would succeed!”  

The result was impressive, with the 2,500 square 
meters in Håkons Hall and a large room in the Ath-
letes Village in Hamar all filled by a total of 33 dif-
ferent learning activities. Olympism was the overall 
theme, but special focus themes included social re-
sponsibility, career planning, training correctly, and 
nutrition.

“One of the finest workshops we organized was 
staged together with Sunn Idrett (‘Healthy Sport’), 
where we made healthy food together with the par-
ticipants – many of whom had barely made food for 
themselves before. It was a great learning experi-
ence!” explains Jacobsen, continuing, “What made 
the biggest impression was how the young athletes, 
trainers, team support, and volunteers from over 80 
nations spent time together. The entire education 
area becomes a huge meeting place, where athletes 
from 71 different nations lived, spent time together, 
and became friends – across national and cultural 
borders. It was inspiring to be a part of this experi-
ence.”

The young athletes and their trainers thoroughly 
enjoyed Learn & Share. The 16,002 unique partic-
ipants registered by Jacobsen and her team during 
the Games represented an average of 15 activities per 
athlete.  

A new concept developed by Lillehammer 2016 
was Education Day, where all competition and train-
ing ended at 2:00 p.m. on February 17. All athletes 
took part in educational activities the rest of the day, 
with many International Federations creating activi-
ties especially for their athletes.

“We hope that the athletes will take with them 
friendship and knowledge from Lillehammer 2016 
through their lives, far beyond sport. Our team has 
grown from the responsibility – a unique education-
al venue for everyone involved,” concludes Jacobsen.

To make all young athletes’ experience truly 
unique, a number of “agents” were identified and 
trained by the IOC. In youth education, there is 
nothing like peer-to-peer learning and who better 
than confirmed champions to share their experience 
and tips with YOG athletes? A total of fifteen Athlete 
Role Models representing the fifteen disciplines of 
the programme attended Lillehammer 2016 and in-
spired young athletes to perform at their best both 

on and off the field of play. Three high-profile YOG 
Ambassadors also joined the athletes in Lilleham-
mer: Olympic Champions Lindsey Vonn, Yuna Kim 
and Kjetil Jansrud, sharing their passion, dedication 
and also a few dos and don’ts. These champions and 
role models were also backed up by members of the 
IOC Athletes Commission who spared no effort to 
share what their sporting career had taught them. 
Athletes were guided through their Learn & Share 
experience by thirty-nine mentors called Young Am-
bassadors that were appointed by their respective 
National Olympic Committees with the mission to 
enhance the athletes’ learning opportunities at the 
YOG. Fifteen Young Reporters covered Lilleham-
mer 2016 while improving their journalistic skills 
through the help and mentorship of experts in the 
realms of broadcast, written, photographic and so-
cial media.

All these youth-focused programmes aimed at em-
powering young people proved critical in the success 
of Lillehammer 2016 – a true life-changing experi-
ence for thousands of young people in Norway and 
beyond!
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VOLUNTEER GATHERING

learn & share-linda
Linda Jacobsen led the Learn & Share 
program. Here she is greeting one of 
the volunteers.

hello world
The exhibition «Hello 
World» was a part of the 
educational program and 
was situated in the Sjogg 
Tent on Stampesletta. It 
was a cooperation be-
tween pupils from the host 
municipalities and the 
majority of the participa-
tion nations. The children 
gathered information 
about the different nations 
and presented an inter-
active exhibition where 
also the visitors could 
contribute with material 
during the games. “Hello 
World” highlighted the 
cross cultural focus within 
the Youth Olympic Games 
concept.
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welcome, MR. PRESIDENT
The plan is to photograph local girl Trine (18) just as IOC President Bach is arriving in the 
background. The Meråker newspaper is ready, but it does not quite work out as planned.

Norwegian sports stars and media are falling all over 
themselves to get a chance to be welcome the pres-
ident as he arrives in Lillehammer. Volunteer Trine 
stands in the background, one of the many volun-
teers present, dressed in full uniform.

The local Meråker newspaper had wanted a sim-
ple article about the hometown girl who had volun-
teered for the most important Norwegian event in 
decades. What could be better than to have the IOC 
president in the photo, but not just a background 
photo?

The setting is perfect. As the crowd flocks, the 
photographer from the newspaper gently moves 
Trine in place right in front of the president’s nose. 

The president looks at the volunteer who had ap-
peared right in front of him. “Hi, my name is Thom-
as Bach; what is your name?” Trine suddenly be-
comes of great importance to the media, as the short 
hello ends up being a long and pleasant conversation 
as Bach interviews Trine about being a volunteer. He 
truly wants to learn more about Trine and the vol-
unteers.

“Young sports leaders such as Trine are going to 
make these Games a success,” says the IOC presi-
dent as the cameras flash and the television films.

The welcome session begins winding down, as 
Bach makes his way towards the entrance of the 
Lillehammer Hotel. Then he turns back to Trine 

and asks, “Why don’t you join us for dinner this eve-
ning?” He sees that she is surprised, so he adds, “We 
will be finished early; you probably want to join your 
friends later in Lillehammer.”

Trine thinks for a short moment and answers the 
president politely, “Thank you but no thanks. I have 
got to go work with the rehearsal for the Opening 
Ceremony tonight, and I really would rather do that.” 
Bach smiles and goes into the hotel.

Now, Trine finds that she might be a bit late to 
work as suddenly the media is all around her, won-
dering why she had said no to a dinner with the IOC 
president.

lillehammer hotel

FOCAL POINT
Trine from Meråker ended up grab-
bing most of the attention when the 
IOC president arrived in Lillehammer.



Thursday february 11day by day

10:00 • mesna service centre

CALL CENTER OPENS
Lillehammer 2016 has its own call 
center manned by volunteers, where 
accredited personnel receive help 
with translation. By calling different 
numbers, the athletes, trainers, and 
leaders can get interpretation in 
English, Russian, German, French, 
Korean, Mandarin, and Japanese.  

16:25 • swix factory

THE ART OF WAXING
Educational activities for the 
athletes started, already before 
the Opening Ceremony. Ex-
tremely popular are excursions 
to Swix in Lillehammer, where 
the art of ski waxing is taught. 
Swix produces ski products 
such as wax and ski poles.

20:26 • Sjogg Tent

welcome session
This evening, a welcome par-
ty was held for athletes at the 
Sjogg Tent on Stampesletta. 
There was a high-pow-
ered show with an electric 
atmosphere, an important 
milestone for the athletes – 
they have arrived!

20:27 • maihaugen

OPENING OF THE OLYMPIC MUSEUM
It is the day before the Opening Ceremony. This 
evening, Queen Sonja officially opens the new 
Olympic Museum at Maihaugen. Cheering Nor-
wegians with cowbells and flags line Maihaugen’s 
entrance to wish prominent guests welcome, in-
cluding IOC president Thomas Bach and Olympic 
champion Bjørn Dæhli. The Opening Show’s MC 
is Dan Børge Akerø.

15:53 • storgata

BEFORE THE STORM
Lillehammer is ready for a new Olym-
pics. Even the cold weather is back.
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Friday February 12day by day

13:10 • lillehammer hotell

met the king and queen
King Harald and Queen Sonja invites 
IOC members and other leaders to a 
reception at the Lillehammer Hotel. 
Andrea Asland (27) and Gustav Eloir 
(17) are chosen to meet the Royal 
Couple. “They are so friendly, and so 
supportive of sports,” say Andrea and 
Gustav after their meeting.  

12:56 • stampesletta

YOUTH HALL CHAOS
The first sign that the public would truly 
embrace Lillehammer 2016 comes just a 
few hours before the Opening Ceremony. 
Outside the Youth Hall, a long queue 
formed for the first Ice Hockey match, 
and some spectators did not get into 
the hall to see the Norwegian loss to the 
Finnish ice warriors (11-0).  

13:24 • kristins hall

royal first stone
His Majesty Crown Prince Haakon 
officially opens the Curling com-
petition. Backed by Olympic gold 
medalists Pål Trulsen and Thomas 
Ulsrud, with Minister of Culture 
Linda Hofstad Helleland as sweep-
er and captain, the prince delivers a 
perfect stone.

13:30 • lillehammer hotell

THE IOC PRESIDENT MEETS EAGER youth
IOC president Thomas Bach gathers youngsters from sev-
eral nations to a Round Table discussion, with participants 
chosen because of their active enthusiasm and contribu-
tion back home – in line with the Lillehammer 2016 slogan. 
Among those participating are this year’s Norwegian 
Changemaker Sajandan Rutthira and Lillehammer 2016 
project controller Jørn Valgermo who says, “This has been 
a memorable meeting I will remember for a long time.”

19:00 • lysgårdsbakkene

game on!
13,000 spectators begin to fill up the 
public stands at the sold-out Opening 
Ceremony.
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v-board crisis
V-boards are the plastic markers that line the 
trails in cross-country and biathlon competi-
tions. An Olympic organizer needs many of 
these; in the case of Lillehammer 2016, we need-
ed 1,600 of these V-boards. 

The organizing committee searched the world over for 
inexpensive and practical V-boards and ended up buying 
from a Canadian supplier. The shipping took a long time – 
but everyone was happy when the V-boards finally arrived 
just days before Lillehammer 2016 began.

That happiness turned to anguish when the boxes were 
unpacked and it was found that the logo of the supplier was 
on each of the 1,600 V-boards. We learned that the suppli-
er had sent the Lillehammer 2016 V-boards to Canmore, 
Alberta, Canada, while Lillehammer 2016 had received the 
Canadian shipment of blank V-boards. Naturally, this is not 
in line with IOC regulations, so we had to fix the situation. 

One thing was perfectly clear: To stage Olympic events 
at Birkebeineren Cross-Country Stadium, the logos would 
have to go away. Disappear they did as volunteers worked 
through the night to scrub away the logos, just in time for 
the events to begin at 9:30 a.m. the next day.
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birkebeineren Ski Stadium

V-BOARD BONANZA
1,600 V-boards (without logos) are 
needed to stage Cross-country and 
Biathlon events in a YOG.

Friday February 12 day by day

19:00 • lysgårdsbakkene

smooth opening ceremony
There was uncertainty if traffic would be a problem 
before the Opening Ceremony. Many years have passed 
since 13,000 spectators were at Lygårdsbakkene. Rain 
during the previous days had iced, causing slippery 
roads and parking lots. Today, the ticket-holding public 
was asked to walk from town up to Lysgårdsbakkene, 
and they did so. The parking lots ended up only half full, 
the Opening Ceremony staged without a hitch.

14:00 • håkons hall

JANSRUD IN PLACE
Kjetil Jansrud, named by the IOC 
as an ambassador for Lillehammer 
2016 is here today and spends time 
with the athletes at Håkons Hall. 
“Few athletes will reach the top of 
their sport, but no matter what, 
participation and contribution mean 
much for sport and society,” he says.

13:39 • stampesletta

LOTS OF learning
Learn & Share activities are 
meant to inspire and empower 
the YOG participants. Facilities at 
Håkons Hall and at the Scandic 
Hamar stand ready for action, 
already visited by many athletes. 
A popular activity is ‘Eat Smart’, 
learning to make healthy food.  
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21:21 • tyrili climbing center

MAGIC CONCERT VENUE
Tyrili Climbing Center opens as a 
Sjoggfest venue with the Oslo band 
Tuba Tuba performing.

Saturday February 13day by day

kristins hall and Youth Hall

THOUSANDS OF HOCKEY FANS
4,300 spectators come to Kristins 
Hall and the Youth Hall to watch the 
Saturday matches. The Ice Hockey 
competition gets down to business 
and the play is excellent with several 
important boys' matches, including 
Canada – Russia (3-4) and Finland – 
USA (1-4). 

10:00 • håkons hall

sjogg market opens
In Håkons Hall, Sjogg Market opens, 
a marketplace where YOG sponsors 
set up stands with activities for par-
ticipants and the public. The market 
is large, over 250 square meters, and 
during the course of the Games will 
be visited by approximately 25,000 
people.

11:48 • håkons hall

KIM INSPIRES THE ATHLETES
Yuma Kim won the Olympic Figure 
Skating gold in 2010, silver in 2014 and 
was a YOG Ambassador for the YOG in 
both 2012 and 2014. Today, she visits with 
athletes at Learn & Share. “In a Youth 
Olympics, you either fail or do better than 
you expected. It is not so important. What 
is important is the experience,” Kim says.

11:18 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

SWEDISH SUCCESS 
The events at Birkerbeineren Cross Country Stadium begin with 
the innovative Cross-Country Cross event, with 3,000 enthusiastic 
spectators cheering. The Swedish girls are well prepared and Moa 
Lundgren wins gold ahead of her good friend Johanna Hagström. 
“A great event, different than we are used to,” Lundgren com-
ments. Hagström is ecstatic, “To win silver here and to stand on 
the podium with my best friend is fantastic,” she says happily. On 
the boys' side, Magnus Kim from South Korea dominates. 
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Medalists
alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

men's super-g
1. River Radamus USA

2. Pietro Canzio  ITA

3. Manuel Traninger  AUT

alpine • hafjell Alpine Center

ladies' super-g
1. Nadine Fest AUT

2. Julia Schieb AUT

3. Aline Danioth SUI

Cross-Country • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Men's Cross-Country Cross
1. Magnus Kim KOR

2. Thomas Helland Larsen  NOR

3. Lauri Mannila FIN

Cross-Country • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Ladies' Cross-Country Cross
1. Moa Lundgren SWE

2. Johanna Hagström SWE

3. Laura Chamiot Maitral FRA

Speed skating • vikingskipet

Men's 500m
1. Yanzhe Li CHN

2. Kazuki Sakakibara JPN

3. Jae Woong Chung KOR

Speed skating • vikingskipet

Ladies' 500m
1. Min Sun Kim KOR

2. Mei Han CHN

3. Huawei Li CHN

day by day Saturday February 13Saturday February 13 day by day

14:30 • hamar town square

PARTY IN HAMAR
The opening weekend is celebrated in 
great form in Hamar, including a pop-
ular Julie Bergan concert. Mo & Sirius 
performs the official Olympic song 
“Go beyond. Create Tomorrow.” Later 
this afternoon, this is a rousing snow-
ball competition in Strandgateparken, 
using Japanese ‘Yukigassen’ rules.

12:00 • vikingskipet

speed skating COMPETITION BEGINS
At the Hamar Olympic Hall Viking Ship, the 
competition begins with the 500-meter speed 
skating event. South Korea’s Kim Min Sun 
wins the girls' event, and Li Yanzhe from China 
takes the event for the boys, his first gold. “My 
biggest goal is to compete in 2022 in Beijing. 
What I learn here helps me towards that goal.” 
Yanzhe comments.

15:00 • sjogg tent

HERE COMES THE SJOGGFEST
The concert program begins with three 
acts in Stampesletta’s Sjogg Tent: Morgan 
Suleie, Innertier, and the Main Level. “Is 
anyone here going to win a gold medal?” 
Innertier’s Adrian Emile calls out from the 
stage. He does not not get the expected 
response, as it is mostly young female fans 
here to see their music idols.

12:15 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

GOVERNMENT MINISTERS AS VOLUNTEERS
Many governmental officials volunteered for Lilleham-
mer 2016. Minster of Health Bent Høie and Minister 
of Local Government and Modernization Jan Tore 
Sanner were on hand today.  Sanner was a venue host 
at Hafjell, with Høie working in health services, where 
he gained an insight in anti-doping activities. “I am im-
pressed over this new generation of volunteers," Høie 
says after a long day.
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12:27 • hafjell Alpine Center

KENYA IMPRESSES IN HAFJELL
At the Hafjell Olympic Slope, the Super-G competiti-
on marks the opening there. For the girls, gold goes 
to Austria’s Nadine Fest. Kenyan Sabrina Simader is 
impressive, taking a 23rd place out of 44 skiers. Kenya’s 
team leader, Olympian Philip Boit, believes that in the 
future Simader could be the first Kenyan to have a good 
chance for gold in a Winter Olympics. The boys' gold 
went to USA’s River Radamus.
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17:30 • bruket

PARKOUR AT BRUKET
During Lillehammer 2016, representatives of many 
non-Olympic sports present themselves as part of the Cul-
ture Program. One of these is Parkour, with athletes staging 
an exhibition at the concert venue Bruket, later seen and 
experienced around Lillehammer. “To be a part of this mean 
a lot for Parkour. We get attention and can show that it is 
serious training, not just daredevils hopping off of roofs,” 
Norwegian Parkour athlete Gerd Kaisa Worren explains.

16:00 • lillehammer Art Museum

IN BALANCE
In a spectacular lecture at the Lillehammer Art Museum, Eskil 
Rønningsbakken opens the "Sjoggfest Talks" series, which will 
take place all through the Games, designed to inspire youths to 
‘Go Beyond and Create Tomorrow’. “These days, youth are influ-
enced by all types of impulses, but everyone is born to realize and 
define just what they want. This is the path I have followed. You 
always have to do what you think is right for you,” Rønningsbak-
ken challenges the young audience who eagerly follow the lecture.
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11:13 • hafjell Alpine Center

MEDAL CANDIDATE
Chef de Mission Philip Boit believes that 
alpine skier Sabrina Simander can be Ke-
nya’s first Olympic gold medal candidate.



12:10 • hafjell Alpine Center

GOLDEN BOY
USA’s River Radamus is looking like 
he may become one of Lillehammer 
2016 shining young stars.

Sunday February 14day by day

hafjell Alpine Center

DREAM WEEKEND
USA’s River Radamus jumpstarted 
his Lillehammer 2016, turning 18 on 
Friday, then on Saturday taking the 
super-G and his first gold. Not finished 
yet, he took yet another gold today in 
the Alpine Combined. “River could ski 
before he could walk, a phenomenal 
athlete” USA trainer Chad Wolk says.

10:00 • oslo vinterpark

SUPERSTAR HALFPIPE ROCKET
The Snowboard Halfpipe competition in 
Oslo’s Vinterpark featured high-level per-
formances, with the girls seeing Chloe Kim 
from the USA taking a clear victory. “This 
is huge. I am looking forward to competing 
in the next Olympics. The Olympics and 
the X-Games are the most important com-
petitions I can win,” says the megastar.

11:24 • Lhmr Sliding Center

FLAGBEARER AT NUMBER 8
In Friday’s Opening Ceremony, Alexander 
Melaas had the honor of bearing the host 
nation flag. Alexander was in action in the 
single luge today, setting a new personal 
record, ending with an 8th place perfor-
mance. “I hope to qualify for the Olympics 
and win a medal someday,” Melaas says. 
Kristers Aparjods (Latvia) took the gold.  

12:20 • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

2,300 SPECTATORS IN GJØVIK
Short track is gaining popularity in Norway, and 2,300 peo-
ple came to the Gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall today, including 
Crown Prince Haakon, his family, and IOC president Thomas 
Bach. Special activities for the public include the popular 
‘Stolpejakt’, a hunt where the public searches for clues from 
the center of town out to the Cavern Hall. In the 1000-meter 
short track competition, Jiyoo Kim and Daeheon Hwang, both 
from South Korea, win the first two gold medals in Gjøvik.
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Medalists
alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

Men's Alpine Combined
1. River Radamus USA

2. Manuel Traninger AUT

3. Pietro Canzio ITA

alpine • hafjell Alpine Center

Ladies' Alpine Combined
1. Aline Danioth SUI

2. Melanie Meillard SUI

3. Katrin H.-Stanggassinger GER

Biathlon • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Men's 7.5km Sprint
1. Emilien Claude FRA

2. Sivert Guttorm Bakken  NOR

3. Egor Tutmin RUS

Biathlon • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Women's 6km Sprint
1. Juliane Fruehwirt GER

2. Marthe K. Johansen NOR

3. Arina Pantova KAZ

FREESTYLE skiing • OSLO VINTERPARK

Men's Ski Halfpipe
1. Birk Irving USA

2. Finn Bilous NZL

3. Trym Sunde Andreassen NOR

FREESTYLE skiing • OSLO VINTERPARK

Ladies' Ski Halfpipe
1. Madison Rowlands GBR

2. Paula Cooper USA

3. Lara Wolf AUT

luge • Lillehammer Olympic sliding center

Men's Singles
1. Kristers Aparjods LAT

2. Paul-Lukas Heider GER

3. Reid Watts CAN

snowboard • OSLO VINTERPARK

Men's Halfpipe
1. Jake Pates USA

2. Nikolas Baden USA

3. Tit Stante SLO

snowboard • OSLO VINTERPARK

Ladies' Halfpipe
1. Chloe Kim USA

2. Emily Arthur  AUS

3. Yu-rim Jeong KOR

Short Track • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

Men's 1000m
1. Daeheon Hwang KOR

2. Wei Ma CHN

3. Shaoang Liu HUN

Short Track • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

Ladies' 1000m
1. Jiyoo Kim KOR

2. Suyoun Lee KOR

3. Anna Seidel GER

Sunday February 14day by dayday by day

15:35 • oslo vinterpark

BRIT WINS WITH “STYLE”
With Taylor Swift’s single “Style” 
thundering through the loud-
speakers, the UK’s Madison 
Rowlands wins gold in the ski 
halfpipe with an impressive run. 
“I am delighted. I called home 
to my family, and we all cried 
happily.” says the golden girl.   

12:14 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

outperformed brother
At Innbruck 2012, Fabien Claude 
won a Biathlon bronze. Today, the 
first day of biathlon competition, 
little brother won his first Olympic 
gold in the Biathlon 7.5-kilometer 
sprint. “When I reached the finish 
line and saw my name on top, I 
thought, 'WOW,'” Emilien exclaims.   

15:00 • lillehammer Library

WILDERNESS GIRL
Norwegian wilderness girl Maria Grønjernet 
(20) has had an unusual young life. Discov-
ering an intense love of nature as a 13-year-
old, at 16 she hiked across all of Norway 
alone. This became a book, followed by 
other journeys and expeditions, then a TV 
series. Today, Grønjernet shared her stories 
in a packed library, inspiring the crowd. 
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19:30 • tyrili Climbing Center

BAND KID ASTRAY AT TYRILI  
Tyrili Climbing Center is ‘the’ venue 
for a number of concerts and events 
as part of the Sjoggfest, with a stage 
that creates a very special atmosphe-
re with its high ceilings and fantastic 
lighting. Tonight, the band Kid Astray 
played what is being called ‘the most 
spectacular venue stage in town.’

17:00 • storgata

WOOLY ATTRACTION
The Norwegian Folk Art and Crafts Association may not 
be the typical YOG partner, but it is a successful one. The 
association, made up of all types of wool enthusiasts, shares 
boutique space with Lillehammer 2016 on Storgata.  Exhibi-
tions and hands-on activities are staged every day, with one 
goal in mind: to show off that ‘wool is gold.’  Note: During 
the course of the Games, hundreds of young people had 
their first taste of spinning, weaving, and knitting here.

15:00 • bruket

HOW TO SUCCEED?
Radio host Siri Kristiansen invited 
Mo, Pål Trulsen, Nils ‘Nilsi’ Ingar 
Aadne, and Selda Eriz to a discussi-
on at Bruket with the theme, "What 
does it take to succeed?"  Comedian 
Nilsi dreamed of a sports career, 
but had to drop it due to illness.
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19:30 • tyrili Climbing Center

IOC PRESIDENT AT THE SJOGG FEST
IOC President Bach visited different Sjogg Fest 
events this evening. He stopped in at Tyrili 
Climbing Center and watching ice-climbing 
activities, also learning how Tyrili works with 
detoxification and rehabilitation. The president 
was also at Sjogg Park and was interviewed by 
Sjogg-TV, a TV-magazine produced by students 
from Lillehammer University College.

20:00 • bruket

THE CROWN PRINCE AND MATOMA
Chaos reigned in the streets of Lillehammer when free tic-
kets to Matoma were made available in the early afternoon. 
Interest was immense, and with the long queues, people 
understood that they would have to come earlier for the free 
tickets to the most popular concerts at Bruket. The lucky ones 
were in fine company as Crown Price Haakon came to the 
concert, taking the time to chat backstage with the artist from 
the small town Flisa before the concert.
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13:30 • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

CROWD MENTALITY
he first competitions at the Gjøvik 
Olympic Cavern Hall are attended by 
2,300 spectators.



Monday February 15day by day

09:00 • hafjell freepark

DEDICATES TO PARIS VICTIMS
Manon Petit from France wins the 
girls' Snowboard Cross at Hafjell – 
but her thoughts are not only on the 
Olympic slopes. “I compete for Paris, 
the city in my heart,” she says. Petit, 
of course, refers to the terror in the 
French capital on the night of Novem-
ber 13.

10:30 • Lhmr Sliding Center

crowded AT THE LUGE TRACK
"Will the spectators please move closer 
together? More want to join you!" The 
loudspeaker message at the Lillehammer 
Olympic Sliding Centre was unusual in 
Norway, where Luge is not one of the 
more well-known sports.  Even so, there 
are over 1,600 people in place to watch 
the singles and doubles events today.  

12:07 • vikingskipet

korean dominance
South Korea impresses 
today in Speed Skating, 
victors in both boys' and 
girls' 1,500 meters. Jii Wo 
Park wins for the girls, 
while Min Seok Kom takes 
the boys' gold.  

12:30 • hamar Olympic Amphitheatre

SPECTATOR FEST IN THE amphitheatre
Spectators stream to the Hamar Amphitheatre today to see some of 
the best figure skaters in the world, with 2,300 spectators on hand. 
In pairs, Ekaterina Borisova and Dmitry Sopot (Russia) takes the 
first gold. “Our next goal? Hopefully, Beijing – but first we have go 
home and take our school exams. First things first,” the Russian 
pair tells us. In the boys' competition, it is Japan’s Sota Yamamoto 
who climbs to the top of the podium. 
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19:45 • sjogg park

FIERY SHOW
The Sjoggfest program has many 
unannounced surprises, including 
tonight’s show of fire.
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19:13 • lhmr læringssenter

meeting the volunteers
“Never hesitate to raise your 
hand and take on a task. To try 
and fail is acceptable; just take 
the initiative and learn underway. 
You who are the future, do it 
well,” encourages Crown Prince 
Haakon as he meets the young 
volunteers.

13:15 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

THANKS, MOM!
When Biathlon athlete Khrystyna 
Dmytrenko was first to cross the 
finish in the 7.5-kilometer pursuit, 
she thought of her mother, who 
introduced her to the sport. “I 
knew, mom is watching,” she says. 
With the victory, she becomes the 
Ukraine’s first YOG gold medalist.

15:38 • hafjell freepark

from HOSPITAL BED TO OLYMPIC SILVER
One month ago, things looked bad for skicrosser 
Zali Offord. After an ugly fall in a competition, 
the Australian was unconscious and had to be 
flown to the hospital by helicopter. Just before 
the competition started, her doctor gave the go 
ahead and Offord answered with a silver-medal 
performance. “Like letting a puppy out of a cage, 
I had so much energy!” Offord tells us.
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15:00 • håkons hall

lindsey and her puppy
Youth Olympic Games ambassador 
and superstar Lindsey Vonn (USA) 
was in Lillehammer with her 5-month-
old puppy, Lucy.  Her eager puppy 
charmed everyone as well, and if Lucy 
ended up making a little puddle in 
Håkons Hall, we certainly forgive her 
for that!

17:00 • lillehammer city center

ceo demands EXTRA CONCERTS
This evening, the popular artist Aurora filled the Bruket concert 
venue. When the free tickets were passed out earlier, there were long 
lines and chaos and many did not get a ticket despite long waits. “So 
far we have had 70,000 spectators, and interest is far higher than we 
expected. We are setting up a number of extra concerts with Higha-
sakite and Nico & Vinz to give kids the chance to experience this 
fantastic atmosphere,” CEO Tomas Holmestad says.

12:45 • lillehammer

MINISTERS EVERYWHERE  
Today there were four ministerial 
volunteers. Minister of Trans-
portation and Communication 
Ketil Solvik-Olsen found his role 
as a driver quite natural, and the 
younger volunteers thought it 
was awesome to be with such 
prominent colleagues.  

Medalists

Biathlon • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Men's 10km Pursuit
1. Sivert Guttorm Bakken NOR

2. Egor Tutmin RUS

3. Said Karimulla Khalili RUS

Biathlon • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Women's 7.5km Pursuit
1. Khrystyna Dmytrenko UKR

2. Marthe K. Johansen NOR

3. Lou Jeanmonnot Laurent FRA

FREESTYLE skiing • Hafjell Freepark

Men's Ski Cross
1. Reece Howden CAN

2. Xander Vercammen  BEL

3. Louis Muhlen AUS

FREESTYLE skiing • Hafjell Freepark

Ladies' Ski Cross
1. Talina Gantenbein SUI

2. Zali Offord AUS

3. Klara Kasparova CZE

Figure Skating • hamar ol. Amphitheatre

Men
1. Sota Yamamoto JPN

2. Deniss Vasiljevs LAT

3. Dmitri Aliev RUS

luge • Lillehammer Olympic sliding center

women's Singles
1. Brooke Apshkrum CAN

2. Jessica Tiebel GER

3. Madeleine Egle AUT

Figure Skating • hamar ol. Amphitheatre

PAirs
1. E. Borisova/D. Sopot RUS

2. A. Duskova/M. Bidar CZE

3. A. Ustimkina/N. Volodin RUS

snowboard • hafjell freepark

Men's Snowboard Cross 
1. Jake Vedder USA

2. Alex Dickson AUS

3. Sebastian Pietrzykowski GER

snowboard • hafjell freepark

Ladies' Snowboard Cross
1. Manon Petit FRA

2. Sophie Hediger SUI

3. Caterina Carpano ITA

Speed skating • vikingskipet

men's 1500m
1. Min Seok Kim KOR

2. Daichi Horikawa JPN

3. Daan Baks NED

Speed skating • vikingskipet

ladies' 1500m
1. Ji Woo Park KOR

2. Mei Han CHN

3. Noemi Bonazza ITA

luge • Lillehammer Olympic sliding center

doubles
1. L. Gufler/F. Schwarz ITA

2. P. Gubitz/H. Orlamuender GER

3. K. Korshunov/V. Kashkin RUS
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20:30 • Banken Culture House

COMET KID IN THE BANK
It was not only Bruket with 
full-house concerts.  At the 
different stages in the  Kulturhu-
set Banken, there were concerts 
all through the day, but it was 
the talented Comet Kid who 
filled the large auditorium this 
evening.

21:15 • kristins hall

THE NORWEGIAN HOCKEY BOYS SCORE!
The Norwegian boys' ice hockey team have assured their status as 
popular underdogs in these Games. Though the Norwegians have 
had their problems on the ice, when they play there is hardly an 
empty seat. This evening Norway scored its only goal in the tour-
nament so far in a 13 – 1 loss against Russia. Super talent Mathias 
Emilio Pettersen scored, but the busiest young fellow on the ice 
was goalie Kristian Høvik. “They shot from all directions; they were 
everywhere!” the goalie sighs.
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day by day

FIRST NORWEGIAN 
GOLD since 1994
Over 3,000 spectators were at Birkebeineren 
Biathlon Stadium today and saw Norway’s 
first gold in the Lillehammer Youth Olympic 
Games.

Local Lillehammer biathlon talent Sivert Guttorm 
Bakken brought on thunderous cheers with his vic-
tory, winning easily. Bakken grew up a stone’s throw 
away from the stadium and told us, “It is here that 
everything happened, all the training, so to be able 
to win gold here in my hometown is just fantastic.”

Bakken comes from a real Biathlon family, and all 
were on hand at the stadium. Mom is a volunteer 
coordinator, while Dad is a boss at the shooting area. 
He also is a flag-raiser during the victory ceremo-
ny, and he happily fulfilled his duties with his son 
on the podium. “This is really something. Everyone 
knows that Sivert is a strong skier, and today he was 
just as good at shooting,” Bakken's father says.
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12:00 • hafjell freepark

wins new event
The team Ski-snowboard cross is 
a brand-new competition in the 
Youth Olympic program – a relay 
consisting of both ski and snow-
board in the cross track. Ger-
many took the gold medal in an 
event enthusiastically received by 
both athletes and the public.

10:30 • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

SNERTINGDAL CHAMPIONS
The atmosphere was electric as spec-
tators descended upon the Short Track 
competition. With many students in the 
crowd, an informal competition began 
in the stands – which school could cheer 
the loudest? The winner was Snertingdal 
School, student fans dressed in orange 
and cheering for the Netherlands.  

13:29 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

NORWEGIAN sprint GOLD
In the boys' Sprint Classic at 
the Birkerbeineren Cross Coun-
try Stadium, Thomas Helland 
Larsen secured Norway’s first 
cross-country gold in Lilleham-
mer 2016. Johanna Hagström 
was Sweden’s golden girl.  

11:51 • lillehammer olympic sliding center

OLYMPIC FELLOWSHIP 
Today the Luge competitions concluded with the new team relay, a 
day when Lillehammer 2016 experienced true Olympic fellowship. 
Neither the United Kingdom nor Kazakhstan had enough athletes 
to field their own relay team – so they combined forces and created 
their own joint team. “Our new friends do not speak much English, 
but we gave each other a ‘high-five' at the top of the track and 
wished our new team the best of luck,”  says UK Luge athlete Lucas 
Gebauer-Barrett with a smile.  
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12:44 • hafjell Alpine Center

NOT ACCORDING TO PLAN
Tuesday’s Giant Slalom had an un-
fortunate end for Francesca Baruzzi 
Farriol from Argentina.



Medalists
alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

Ladies' Giant Slalom
1. Melanie Meillard SUI

2. Katrin H.-Stanggassinger GER

3. Aline Danioth SUI

Cross-Country • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Men's Sprint Classic
1. Thomas Helland Larsen NOR

2. Magnus Kim  KOR

3. Vebjørn Hegdal NOR

Ladies' Sprint Classic
1. Johanna Hagström SWE

2. Yuliya Petrova RUS

3. Martine Engebretsen NOR

Figure Skating • hamar ol. Amphitheatre

ladies
1. Polina Tsurskaya RUS

2. Maria Sotskova RUS

3. Elizabet Tursynbaeva KAZ

ice dance
1. A. Shpilevaya/G. Smirnov RUS

2. Chloe Lewis/Logan Bye USA

3. A. Skoptcova/K. Aleshin RUS

Ice Hockey • kristins hall

Women's Skills Challenge
1. Sena Takenaka JPN

2. Anita Muraro ITA

3. Theresa Schafzahl AUT

luge • Lillehammer Olympic sliding center

Team Relay 
1. Germany GER

2. Russia RUS

3. Italy ITA

nordic combined • birkebeineren Ski std.

men's individual nh/5km
1. Tim Kopp GER

2. Ben Loomis USA

3. Ondrej Pazout CZE

snowboard • hafjell freepark

Team Ski-Snowboard Cross
1. Germany GER

2. Switzerland SUI

3. Mixed: UKR/SWE/BUL 

Ski Jumping • lysgårdsbakkene

Men's individual
1. Bor Pavlovcic SLO

2. Marius Lindvik NOR

3. Jonathan Siegel GER

women's individual
1. Ema Klinec SLO

2. Sofia Tikhonova RUS

3. Lara Malsiner ITA

Short Track • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

men's 500m
1. Kyunghwan Hong KOR

2. Kazuki Yoshinaga JPN

3. Wei Ma CHN

ladies' 500m
1. Yize Zang CHN

2. Petra Jaszapati HUN

3. Katrin Manoilova BUL

Tuesday February 16day by dayday by day

19:30 • sjogg park

movies in the park
The Sjoggfest film program 
consisted of 25 carefully 
selected movies, presenting a 
combination of both adventure 
movies, documentaries and 
sports. Each night, a variety of 
movies was shown on the big 
outdoor screen in the park.

14:26 • lysgårdsbakkene

SLOVENIA DOMINATES 
After venue configuration from 
Opening Ceremony to ski jump 
modus, everything was right on 
track for the today’s competitions. 
Slovenia took both events with a 
gold medal in each – Ema Klinec 
for the girls and Bor Pavlovcic for 
the boys.  

14:43 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

THE MOST HECTIC DAY
Today was Lillehammer 2016’s busiest day, with 
13 gold medals at stake. The girls' Giant Slalom 
was on the program at the Hafjell Olympic Slope, 
with Switzerland’s Melanie Meillard claiming 
victory. The individual Nordic combined athletes 
also competed, with Germany’s Tim Kopp taking 
gold. “I am thankful to everyone - my trainer, my 
friends, and of course my family,” Kopp tells us.
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15:00 • kristins hall

takes care of guests
Three of Norway’s ministers volun-
teered today, including Minster of 
Trade and Industry Monica Mæland, 
responsible for guests in the accredi-
ted stands in Kristins Hall. Minister 
of Justice Anders Anundsen and 
Minster of Defense Eiriksen Søreide 
also pitched in as volunteers.

17:30 • tyrili Climbing Center

HOLLEKIM’S STORY
"Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow." is Lillehammer 2016’s motto, 
and few tell a story like Karina Hollekim that fits that vision so 
well. Her lecture at Tyrili Climbing Center told of her fight back 
to normal life after her parachute failed to open and both knees 
were crushed. Later in the evening, the public heard Mikko Koks-
lien tell about his career and about how he improved as a Nordic 
combined skier when he focused less on career – and more on 
his joy for sport.

håkons hall

POPULAR ACTIVITIES
Håkons Hall bustles with activity 
day and night. In a log cabin mid-
way in the education area, both 
foosball and air hockey were av-
ailable. In addition, table tennis, 
video games, and board games 
were available – all to make sure 
that athletes find new friends.
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20:00 • bruket

VALUAR ROCKS BRUKET
Lars Valuar stormed the Bruket this 
evening, rapping in fine form to a ne-
arly full house.  Valuar is no stranger 
to the Olympics, having been a part 
of the torch tour before the Games, 
holding an intimate concert from the 
Olympic torch vehicle – sent live via 
Social Media.

23:00 • kristins hall

JAPAN TAKES ICE HOCKEY SKILLs CHALLENGE 
The Ice Hockey Skills Challenge is skill competition focuses on the 
individual’s skills, and it is one of the newer competitions on the 
program. The start list had many athletes from nations that did not 
qualify for the team competition, and the women's event was won by 
Japan’s Sena Takenaka, a small sensation for the sport. Australia’s 
Madison Poole, who came in at number five, told us with great cer-
tainty, “This was probably my only chance ever to compete for a gold 
medal in ice hockey. It was fantastic!”
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day by day

DREAM DAYS 
ARE ON
During Lillehammer 2016 there 
were approximately 20,000 
school pupils who took part in 
the Dream Day project.

Dream Day was a day for young stu-
dents that included attending an 
Olympic event, then trying their hand 
at different types of sports, and finally 
attending a concert on Stampesletta. 
Today’s Dream Day concluded with a 
Ravi and Samsaya performance, where 
the Crown Prince attended and greeted 
the young participants. The Dream Day 
project is huge, with up to 100 buses 
rolling on the busiest days.  
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20:51 • Banken Culture House

PUBLIC SUCCESS
Wednesday was a major culture day, 
with artists including Daniel Kvam-
men and Highasakite.

Wednesday February 17day by day

13:00 • gjøvik stadium

bandy in gjøvik
A bandy tournament for school 
kid was held today at Gjøvik 
Stadium, part of the Lilleham-
mer 2016 Culture Program. 
Hundreds tried their hands at 
the sport, instructed by some 
of the best junior players from 
Norway and Sweden.  

10:15 • lillehammer curlinghall

CANADIAN CURLING IN A PACKED VENUE
Canada’s 10 – 4 victory over the USA in the final won the 
Canadians their gold medal in the Games' mixed team com-
petition - two boys and two girls on each team. “We met each 
other for the first time almost a year ago, and since then we 
have trained together. So amazing to bring home the gold!” 
Karlee Burgess of the Canadians says. At Lillehammer 2016, 
curling has been very popular, and it has been often difficult 
to get seats for the matches.

12:48 • vikingskipet

MONGOLIA takes the GOLD
The mixed NOC team sprint was held 
in Hamar, with four skaters from four 
different countries on the same team. 
The gold team was made up of Italy’s 
Noemi Bonazzi, Shen Hanyang from 
China, and South Korean Chung Jae 
Woong and Mongolia’s Sumiya Buy-
antogtokh – Mongolia’s first gold!

12:22 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

CHINESE BULLSEYE
The Biathlon single mixed relay 
is a new event in the Youth 
Olympics. It was a bit of a sur-
prise when China took gold, with 
Meng Fanqu and Zhu Zhenyu as 
the dynamic duo. “We ARE sur-
prised - we didn’t expect to win,” 
the Chinese pair tells us.  
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14:52 • hafjell Alpine Center

third gold for  
river radamus
With his third gold medal of 
three possible, alpine skier 
River Radamus of the USA was 
becoming one of the Games' 
biggest names. “It is special and 
emotional each time for me,” 
the 3x gold medalist says.

13:57 • hafjell Alpine Center

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE VOLUNTEERS
Norway’s Minister of Finance Siv Jensen became a vo-
lunteer today, and one of her assignments was to serve 
soup to other volunteers during the boys' giant slalom 
event at Hafjell. “It is fun with so many volunteers; I 
think it is healthy to do something completely different 
than what one usually does. Everyone is working for 
worthy goal – the Olympic Games and for the athletes. I 
give volunteerism a thumbs-up!” Jensen says.
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Medalists
alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

men's giant slalom
1. River Radamus USA

2. Yohei Koyamal JPN

3. Anton Grammel  GER

Biathlon • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Single Mixed Relay
1. China CHN

2. Norway  NOR

3. Russia RUS

curling • lillehammer curlinghall

Mixed Team
1. Canada CAN

2. USA USA

3. Switzerland SUI

Speed skating • vikingskipet

Mixed NOC Team sprint
1. Team 6: ITA/MGL/KOR/CHN

2. Team 9: NED/POL/USA/KAZ

3. Team 10: ITA/ROU/GER/NOR

day by day

learn & share
focus day
Today was a special day. All 
competitions were finished by 2:00 
p.m. so athletes would have the time to 
experience the Learn & Share activities.

Never before done in an Olympic setting, it put 
focus on the fact that Lillehammer 2016 was 
more than sport.

 One person who worked hard today was Nor-
wegian Olympic hero Tora Berger. She was part 
of Lillehammer 2016 as a Athlete Role Model, 
telling participants of her own experiences. She 
shared the secret behind becoming the first bi-
athlon athlete from Norway to win an individual 
gold – something that she had been planning 
for 12 years. “The gold medal I won in Vanco-
uver is my favorite, a goal that I set when I was 
just 17 years old. Back then, I wrote in my diary 
that I would win the gold in the 2010 Winter 
Olympics. So, it was unbelievable that I actually 
did that!” Berger tells the young athletes.
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17:57 • håkons hall

popular lady
Tora Berger met the athletes in the 
Learn & Share area, and figured in a 
lot of selfies afterwards. 
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15:00 • lhmr uni. college (hil)

youth sport seminars
Wednesday’s seminar at HiL 
focused on youth health and 
sport, one of several seminars 
during the Games. In cooperation 
with the Innlandet Hospital Trust, 
specific themes covered early 
specialization, asthma in cold 
temperatures, and head injuries.

17:30 • lillehammer Art Museum

SAMUEL MASSIE AND HIS STORY
At the Lillehammer Art Museum, Samuel 
Massie told his gripping story about his life’s 
journey from a school dropout to standing 
at the rudder of the sailboat Berserk on the 
way to Antarctica, with his will and testament 
prepared, part of an expedition where three 
of his ship comrades lost their lives.
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20:30 • Banken culture House

FIT AUDIENCE
In the Banken Culture 
House, Daniel Kvammen 
was onstage. “I get a little 
nervous, especially when an 
audience is so fit - embar-
rassing if they are in better 
shape for the concert than I 
am!” he says.

20:00 • bruket

HIGHASAKITE fills BRUKET twice
The queue wound its way all through the 
center of Lillehammer when free tickets 
were offered to the Highasakite concert 
at Bruket – two concerts "sold out" in 
minutes. Those who were lucky enough 
to get tickets heard a band at the height 
of its musical talents. “Bruket is a perfect 
venue,” says Øystein Skar in Highasakite.
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18:00 • Banken Culture House

ice stock in the backyard
What was normally a parking lot 
became the site for an untraditional 
sports experience. The International 
Ice Stock Federation had taken the 
trip to Lillehammer to demonstrate 
their sport, a sport that is popular in 
central Europe but still quite unknown 
in Norway. 

19:00 • tyrili Climbing Center

downtown ice climbing
Outside Tyrili Climbing Center, a brand-new ice-climbing 
wall was installed - even though the mild weather before the 
Games nearly ruined the project. This evening, and every 
evening during Lillehammer, ice-climbing demonstrations 
were held, with some of the world’s best climbers showing 
their skills. Everyone could test their prowess under the close 
supervision of professional ice climbers. The ice wall will be 
a permanent installation each winter.



Thursday February 18day by day

12:00 • kanthaugen

TELEMARK SCHOOL 
These weekdays in the middle 
of the Games saw the staging 
of Norwegian Ski Federation’s 
Telemark School at Kanthaugen. 
Here, children tried their skill at 
telemarking under the guidance 
of the world’s best athletes and 
instructors.

11:47 • lysgårdsbakkene

ski jumper shines
Slovenia completed its sweep in the special 
jump competitions after they won today’s 
team competition with two special jumpers 
– one boy and one girl – and one Nordic 
combined jumper. Ema Klinec really impres-
sed; the 17-year-old already had three medals 
from senior World Cup events before coming 
to Lillehammer.

12:45 • hafjell Alpine Center

SECOND GOLD FOR DANIOTH
The girls' Slalom at Hafjell was won by 
Swiss Aline Danioth. Her 2nd victory 
and 4th medal in total at the Games. 
Danioth already won the combined and 
took bronze in both the Giant slalom 
and the Super-G. “What a great com-
petition – to take home four medals is 
fantastic,” Danioth says.

11:01 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

leading all day, but...
Chinese cross-country athlete Chi 
Chunxus had an amazing 5-kilome-
ter race for the girls today, with the 
leading time until the next to the 
last of the 40 athletes reached the 
finish line. Russian Maya Yakunina 
crossed the finish line and Chi was 
pushed back to second place.
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13:45 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

SILVER FROM LARVIK
Vebjørn Hegdal gave all he had in the 
men’s 10 kilometer freestyle, settling 
for silver behind Magnus Kim (KOR).
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14:00 • maihaugen

THE SCHOOL OLYMPICS
Before the Games, twelve junior high 
schools in Hedmark and Oppland coun-
ties had their own School Olympics, with 
1,700 competing to show their awesome-
ness in physical activity and knowledge 
about Olympism. The finals were held in 
Lillehammer today, with over 100 taking 
part in a friendly rivalry. 
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15:00 • sjogg park

THE IGLOO DISCO   
Another popular activity in town 
was the igloo. Built of ice and snow, 
there was room for about 100 peo-
ple. Here was activity day and night, 
with a kindergarten disco during 
the day and a dance for bigger kids 
during the evening. Many of Nor-
way’s best-known DJs played.  

17:30 • lillehammer Library

ELSAFADI SHARES EXPERIENCES 
Marco Elsafadi was a guest at the Li-
brary today and shared his experiences 
within sport, as well as life in general. It 
was a strong performance with a strong 
message about mental health, youth, 
and self-confidence. Artists from Birgers 
Oterutleie documented Elsafadi’s story 
using their playful and poignant drawings.
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17:00 • lillehammer city center

human bowling
During the Games, there were all 
types of activities creating interaction 
between participants and the public. 
"Human bowling" was one of these. 
Simply put, a person on a sled was 
the bowling ball, with big inflatable 
pins down the hill. Fun and popular, 
as you can imagine.

14:00 • hafjell Alpine Center

young bands
The "Culture on Tour" project brought music out to the 
sports venues. The program included established artists and 
young unknown talents from the Norwegian Youth Festivals 
of Art (UKM) playing at the venues during competition pau-
ses. Today, Cezinando and UKM artists Daniela Reyes, Faen 
Ta, and Synne Holen took the trip to Hafjell. “This is the first 
time I have played at a ski venue. It was a little cold, but the 
atmosphere was great,” Cezinando says.

Medalists
alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

ladies' slalom
1. Aline Danioth SUI

2. Ali Nullmeyer CAN

3. Meta Hrovat SLO

alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

men's slalom
1. Manuel Traninger AUT

2. Filip Vennerström SWE

3. Odin Vassbotn Breivik  NOR

Cross-Country • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Men's 10km Free
1. Magnus Kim KOR

2. Vebjørn Hegdal  NOR

3. Igor Fedotov RUS

Cross-Country • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Ladies' 5km Free
1. Maya Yakunina RUS

2. Chunxue Chi CHN

3. Rebecca Immonen FIN

Ice Hockey • kristins hall

Men's Skills Challenge
1. Eduard Casaneanu ROU

2. Sebastian Cederle SVK

3. Aleks Haatanen FIN

Ski Jumping • lysgårdsbakkene

Mixed team
1. Slovenia SLO

2. Germany GER

3. Austria AUT

13:38 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

KIM WITH SECOND GOLD  
South Korea’s Magnus Kim clearly had been the biggest 
name among the boys' Cross-country skiers during Lille-
hammer 2016. The Norwegian/Korean took gold in his first 
event, the Cross-country cross, which was followed by silver 
in Tuesday’s Sprint. Today he rounded out his Lillehammer 
performance with a goal in the 10-kilometer freestyle. Kim 
sums up his Lillehammer performance by saying, “My trai-
ning and preparation timed perfectly.”  
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21:55 • kristins hall

his biggest moment
We do not often find Romania high on the 
Ice Hockey results list, but in today’s Skills 
Challenge competition, Romania’s Eduard 
Casaneanu took his gold. “This is the 
biggest moment in my career – and the 
first medal for my country. I am so proud, 
a fantastic feeling,” he says.

20:00 • bruket

HARD ROCK at the yog
The rock band Kvelertak stormed the staged today at Bruket, 
playing to a packed house. It was a concert brimming with 
energy, with the world premiere of three songs sung live for 
the first time. Do not mistake the band’s vocalist for a big 
sports fan. “My family forced me on cross-country ski trips, 
but it didn’t quite work for me. Still, it is part of the Norwe-
gian upbringing we all have to experience,” Erling Hjelvik 
says, laughing.
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16:54 • kristins hall

last preparations
The USA Hockey team with final dres-
sing room preparations before the 
important match with Russia.
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21:09 • tyrili Climbing Center

release concert 
The band "Bendik" from Bodø re-
leased their new record in the climb-
ing hall at Tyrili during Sjoggfest.

Friday February 19day by day

13:00 • stampesletta

FELLOWSHIP ON ICE
This morning, athletes from 
more than 20 countries took 
part in an informal ice hockey 
match on the outdoor Stampe-
sletta rink. The idea originated 
with New Zealand’s Justin Daig-
le, inspired by the NHL Winter 
Classic concept.

11:06 • vikingskipet

thousands attended new event
Thousands made their way to the Viking Ship to watch an 
action-filled mass start event today. This speed skating compe-
tition was an innovative addition that we will also see in Pye-
ongchang. The good feeling got even better when Norwegian 
Allan Dahl Johansson won a bronze. The 17-year-old was full of 
praise for the new event. “I love the mass start; it creates action 
and movement – better to defeat your competitor side-by-side, 
but a lot tougher to lose as well!” says Johansson with a laugh.

12:27 • Lillehammer Sliding Center

BRITISH JUBILATION
The United Kingdom is not often asso-
ciated with winter sports, but when it 
comes to women’s Olympic skeleton, 
we know the Brits are good. Ashleigh 
Pittaway knew that as well. The Ger-
man-born girl with an English father 
fulfilled expectations and was the golden 
girl today.  
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12:38 • hafjell freepark

CHLOE KIM EXPLODES again
The superstar from the USA won 
her second gold medal with her 
confident style of snowboarding, 
this time during the slopestyle final. 
Since her favorite event is the hal-
fpipe, she was somewhat surprised. 
“I didn’t even expect to be on the 
podium!” says a happy young lady.
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12.57 • stampesletta

ticket lines
During the ice hockey 
preliminary round, there 
was such a demand from 
the public that people 
were asked to pick up 
tickets for the semifinals 
and finals to make certain 
they had a seat.

13:00 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

unusual RELAY SILVER
The final event in Nordic combined was the 
ski jumping/Nordic combined mixed team 
event. After the first stage at Lysgårdsbakkene, 
Norway was in sixth place, still a number of 
steps away from the podium. This just was 
not good enough for Vebjørn Heggdal, and 
after an impressive final spurt, he led his team 
to the silver medal for host nation Norway.

16:05 • hafjell freepark

AS BIG AS FOOTBALL world cup?
Norwegian Birk Ruud showed tricks that were 
as good as world’s best during the snowboard 
slopestyle finals, and the gold was his. The 
15-year-old beamed with satisfaction and looks 
forward to the future of this growing sport. “The 
Olympics have accepted the sport in a good 
way. Freestyle will continue to be more popular” 
predicts the young champion.
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12:53 • hafjell Alpine Center

AUSTRIA REPEATS ITSELF 
In 1994, Austrian Thomas 
Stangassinger rejoiced over his 
slalom gold, and in 2016 fellow 
countryman Manuel Traninger 
followed in his footsteps. “This is 
a great hill for the Austrians. The 
girls have also won a gold medal 
here,” Traninger says.

16:00 • sjogg park

SKI JUMP BIATHLON
Ski jump…what? Yes, you read 
correctly. This nontraditional event 
naturally took place at Sjogg Park. 
The rules were simple: Competitors 
threw a snowball at a target the mo-
ment they took off on a ski jump. The 
ski jump hills were different sizes, so 
everyone could join in.

13:07 • storgata

CREATING THE 2016 "STANDING STREET"
Over 2,000 Lillehammer youngsters took over the pedestrian zone 
this Friday afternoon. They danced and created a human wave as a 
tribute to each other, to fellowship, and to the work they have done 
in school leading up to the Games. They re-created the 1994 Olym-
pics "walking street" that became known as the "standing street" 
packed with thousands of visitors. “So many people came today. 
It must have been fun in 1994, but our ‘standing street’ today was 
really awesome!” says Endre Grimsmo Jørgensen (11).

Medalists

FREESTYLE skiing • Hafjell Freepark

Men's Ski Slopestyle
1. Birk Ruud NOR

2. Alexander Hall  USA

3. Finn Bilous NZL

FREESTYLE skiing • Hafjell Freepark

Ladies' Ski Slopestyle
1. Lana Prusakova RUS

2. Lou Barin FRA

3. Madison Rowlands GBR

nordic combined • birkebeineren Ski std.

Nordic Mixed Team
1. Russia RUS

2. Norway NOR

3. Germany GER

snowboard • Hafjell Freepark

Men's Slopestyle
1. Jake Pates USA

2. Vlad Khadarin RUS

3. Rene Rinnekangas FIN

snowboard • Hafjell Freepark

Ladies' Slopestyle
1. Chloe Kim USA

2. Elli Pikkujamsa FIN

3. Henna Ikola FIN

skeleton • Lillehammer sliding center

Men's Individual
1. Evgenii Rukosuev RUS

2. Alexander Hestengen NOR

3. Robin Schneider GER

skeleton • Lillehammer sliding center

Women's Individual
1. Ashleigh Fay Pittaway GBR

2. Hannah Neise GER

3. Agathe Bessard FRA

Speed skating • vikingskipet

Men's Mass Start
1. Min Seok Kim KOR

2. Jae Woong Chung KOR

3. Allan Dahl Johansson NOR

Speed skating • vikingskipet

Ladies' Mass Start
1. Ji Woo Park KOR

2. Mei Han CHN

3. Min Sum Kim KOR
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Friday February 19

WORLD’S COOLEST  
"VENUE OF EDUCATION"
“Lillehammer 2016 changed our life. It has been so much 
different than sitting at a school desk and learning about 
cultural differences.”

Andrea Flotten from Otta and 
Martha Lyen from Heidal are 
students at Nord Gudbrandsdal 
High School, two of hundreds 
of students who had a unique 
chance to meet the world and 
make a difference as part of Lil-
lehammer 2016.

As part of their education, 
they worked with hosting and 
the security control at the Ha-
fjell Olympic Slope as part of the 
Travel and Language course of 

instruction during the Games.
“We worked with practical 

assignments that fit with the 
educational plan for our area of 
study.  We grew professionally, 
made friends, and have taken 
with us wonderful memories,” 
say the girls, who in their job 
had responsibility for promi-
nent guests including Crown 
Prince Haakon, Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg, and Finance Mi-
nister Siv Jensen. 

day by dayFriday February 19

16:25 • lysgårdsjordet

sami weekend
Today gave people the first opportunity 
during Lillehammer 2016 to try Sami 
sport.  Representatives from the indige-
nous people demonstrated three sports 
on sled: reindeer herding, reindeer racing, 
and lasso throwing. With lectures on Sami 
culture, everyone learned more about the 
Sami culture in modern society.

17:00 • sjogg tent

øyvind the showman
Through the entire week, Bodø’s Øyvind Ingebrigt-
sen (18) managed TV and giant screen producti-
ons for the Dream Day concerts from a minibus 
outside of Sjogg Tent. Ingebrigtsen has worked with 
multi-camera productions earlier, but Lillehammer 
2016 has given his work new dimensions. “Regional 
events are cool, but in Lillehammer the whole world 
has been gathered” Ingebrigtsen says, smiling.
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20:00 • bruket

SINGALONG AT BRUKET
As usual, there was a full house 
at Bruket tonight. That wasn’t 
so strange – Norway’s newest 
pop hero Sondre Justad had his 
guitar with him to play popular 
songs that ended up in a rousing 
singalong where everyone had a 
good time. 
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17:25 • sjogg park

oh mama! crew
This Oslo crew has been raising 
the energy level in clubs all across 
Norway for years, touring the 
USA’s East Coast as well. This 
crew knows how to create action 
on the dance floor, and they love 
to share, staging a DJ workshop 
for eager youngsters at Plan-B.
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13:30 • gjøvik cavern hall

HISTORIC GOLD
Ane By Farstad won gold 
in the short track mixed 
team NOC relay, the first 
Norwegian-born woman to 
ever do this. Ane, a South 
Korean girl and two boys 
from Belgium and France, 
made up the winning team. 

12:56 • hafjell Alpine Center

IS THAT THE PRIME MINISTER!?
Japanese ski jumper Shihori Oi could 
not believe her eyes. In a kiosk at Hafjell, 
there stood the Norwegian Prime Minister, 
serving refreshments! Erna Solberg indeed 
was working as a volunteer. “This is the 
fellowship that makes Norwegian sports 
events special,” the prime minister says, 
enjoying herself in her volunteer outfit.

12:00 • hafjell Alpine Center

FROM OSLO TO HAFJELL
Hunter Lindeberg’s family had travelled 
from Oslo to see the Lillehammer 2016’s 
final alpine event, the parallel mixed team 
event. “It is really entertaining, something 
happening all the time. We can see the 
whole run, so easy to follow!” says mother 
Kelly Hunter as she and the family watched 
Germany outduel Russia in the final.
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14:36 • Lillehammer Sliding Center

JAMAICA In the Monobob
Daniel Mayhew from Jamaica com-
peted in the first ever Olympic mono-
bob competition.

hafjell freepark

PINS ARE COOL
People in Norway associate Olym-
pic pins with the Games in 1994, 
but trading pins also became a 
hobby in 2016. Many fastened their 
pins to their accreditation, but gold 
medalist Birk Ruud, thought diffe-
rently. “I discovered that pins were 
much better to have on my hat.”



Medalists
alpine skiing • hafjell Alpine Center

Parallel Mixed team event
1. Germany GER

2. Russia RUS

3. Finland FIN

Bobsleigh • Lillehammer sliding center

Men's Monobob
1. Jonas Jannusch GER

2. Maksim Ivanov  RUS

3. Kristian Olsen NOR

Bobsleigh • Lillehammer sliding center

Women's Monobob
1. Laura Nolte GER

2. Mercedes Schulte AUT

3. Kelsea Purchall GBR

Figure Skating • hamar ol. Amphitheatre

Mixed NOC Team
1. Team Desire: RUS/CHN/USA

2. Team Future: UKR/LAT/CZE/FRA

3. Team Discovery: LAT/HUN/CHN/CAN

Short Track • gjøvik Olympic Cavern Hall

Mixed NOC Team Relay
1. Team 2: NOR/KOR/BEL/FRA

2. Team 3: HUN/AUS/NED/JPN

3. Team 6: BUL/KAZ/LAT/JPN

day by daySaturday February 20

15:00 • stampesletta

MADCONS’ HIT PARADE
Armed with big international hits such as "Beg-
gin," "Liar," "Glow," and "Don’t Worry," the 
Madcon duo took control over Sjogg Telt on 
Saturday. More than 3,400 spectators showed up 
for the family concert, and the popular duo gave 
it all on the Youth Olympic sole. Their effort was 
almost worth an Olympic medal, as they literally 
played their shirts off.

hafjell Alpine Center

GOALS ACHIEVED BEFORE THE GAMES
South Africa is more known for rugby and safari than for winter 
sports, but that did not stop the country from sending alpine 
skier Rachel Elizabeth Olivier (16) to Lillehammer.  Though 
many athletes dream of a medal, Olivier achieved her goal 
before she ever set foot on Norwegian soil. “My goal was to 
qualify, so the results here are not so important to me. I want to 
take part and show South Africa that it is possible to follow your 
dreams – something I know I have achieved by coming here.”
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15:30 • Lhmr Sliding Center

MONOBOB BRONZe
Oslo-native Kristian Olsen has 
been a bobsledder for only 
two years, but he claimed a 
bronze medal in the brand-new 
Monobob competition. Jonas 
Junnusch from Germany  won 
ahead of Maksim Ivanov from 
Russia.

17:30 • tyrili Climbing center

"HAVE FUN!"
With his eight Olympic med-
als and many other victories 
on the alpine slopes, Kjetil 
André Aamodt knows the 
routine. Tonight he inspired 
the crowd at Tyrili Café, 
talking about success and the 
importance of having fun.
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16:30 • kirkegata

youth olympic queue record
After having been in the USA for the most part 
of last year, the music duo Nico & Vinz are 
finally back on Norwegian soil, in a full house 
at Bruket to be exact. With their dynamic stage 
act and two concerts, these two Oslo friends de-
livered performances worth Olympic gold. The 
ticket queue stretched over three blocks earlier 
in the afternoon.



sjoggfest today

15,796
Spectators

47
Events

Artists and lecturers:

hasta

andreas øvretveit

sondre justad

beax

marja mortensson

frode fjellheim

madcon

random assault

chinook

fåberg gospelkor

coucheron

sinsenfinst

terje isungset

nico & vinz

the main level

unge ferrari

dina, lea & synne

marianne, henrik & niko

ellisiv

michael andreassen

kjetil andré aamodt

samiske veivisere
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17:00 • jernbanegata

URBAN TELEMARK EXHIBITION
It was a fantastic atmosphere as a crowd 
gathered today on the snow-covered Jernba-
negata down by the train station. World-class 
telemark athletes put on a show, hopping over 
Storgata before continuing with turns and 
swings down the street. A simple format, one-
on-one duel, the first to the finish line winning 
in a tournament knockout format.

20:00 • hamar culture house

10 HOURS IN LINE
The boy band The Main Level created chaos during 
their shows in Norway last summer, and tonight it was 
Hamar’s turn to be charmed by the boys from Bergen. 
In the new concert hall at the Hamar Culture House, 
Sylvia Wallenius Hesjeli (16) and Emma Zahl Lindquist 
(15) came with high expectations. “We travelled here 
yesterday and waited hours in line before we got in. It 
was cold, but worth it!” the girls tell us.
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17:16 • jernbanegata

popular telemark show
Thousands gathered to watch the ac-
tion packed Telemark show in down-
town Lillehammer this afternoon.



20:38 • sjogg park

near the end
Thousands gathered in Sjogg Park 
to get a last glimpse of the Olympic 
flame – for now.21
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17:00 • Banken Culture House

IDOL FAVORITE 
In 2014 Jesper Jenset charmed 
Norwegian television viewers 
in the Idol talent contest. This 
evening, the young fellow from 
Molde was on stage together 
with the boyband Suite 16, sing-
ing over ear-deafening screams 
coming from the young girls.

12:56 • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

SILVER GIRL GOES GOLD 
Norwegian Marthe Kråstad Johansen was 
excellent all through the Games. In her first 
three events, she took silver medals, but she 
finally secured her elusive gold in the mixed 
relay in front of an enthusiastic public. “Fan-
tastic. An indescribable feeling,” the teenager 
says, smiling broadly.

11:56 • håkons hall

LOST FOR WORDS  
A very satisfied IOC president Thomas 
Bach declared that the Games were a 
success. “These Games have clearly 
shown the ideals behind the Youth 
Olympic vision, the sports and culture 
events were excellent, the athletes and 
volunteers historic. I’m lost for words; 
there is simply nothing left to say”.
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lillehammer city center

MESNA RIVER LIGHTS UP
The normally dark path along the 
Mesna River was turned into a lig-
ht show tonight. Behind the show 
was 15-year-old Eirik Grønvold 
from Oslo Region’s city of Dram-
men. He had won the Lillehammer 
2016 light design contest. 
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lillehammer

LAST DAY AT WORK
Many of the volunteers had their last day 
at work. Two of them were Christine Hallås 
(26) and Marit Asheim (31), who took leave 
from their jobs to be volunteers for the entire 
games. “We worked with social media, so 
we did not see too many of the events. But 
we have seen all the photos that people have 
shared. There are so many good memories.” 

hafjell Alpine Center

SATISFIED DESPITE INJURY
Alexi Goncalves Goutt (17) was East 
Timors' only athlete in Lillehammer 2016. 
The young alpine skier was injured in 
training and never got to participate – 
but praised the fellowship. “The Learn & 
Share area had many good educational 
activities with lots of good people there,” 
Goutt says.
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17:38 • kristins hall

THE FINAL GOLD
USA and Canada clashed in the hockey final in front of 2,428 
spectators in Kristins Hall. The crowd saw the USA defeat 
its northern neighbors 5 – 2 in the final medal event of the 
Games. USA’s team captain, Mattias Samuelsson, was de-
lighted with the results both on and off the ice. “These two 
weeks have probably been the best of my life. I have learned 
how great it is to put on the USA team jersey and represent 
my country,” Samuelsson says.
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20:00 • sjogg park

GOODBYE OLYMPIC FLAME 
Lillehammer’s townspeople 
came to Sjogg Park to follow 
the Closing Ceremony via direct 
transmission. Sjogg Park had 
housed the Olympic Flame since 
the Opening Ceremony and now 
it was put out in front of over 
2000 spectators. 

Medalists
Biathlon • birkebeineren Ski Stadium

Mixed Relay
1. Norway NOR

2. Germany GER

3. Italy ITA

curling • lillehammer curlingarena

MIXED team DOUBLES
1. Japan/Switzerland 
2. China/Great Britain 
3. China/Norway 

Ice Hockey • kristins hall

men
1. USA USA

2. Canada CAN

3. Russia RUS

Ice Hockey • kristins hall

women
1. Sweden SWE

2. Czech Republic CZE

3. Switzerland SUI

HAPPY CEO
Lillehammer 2016’s CEO, Tomas 
Holmestad, was beaming as he 
summed up the ten days of the Games. 

“Everything went smoothly. We have staged 70 
medal events combined with an exciting Edu-
cation Program and a free Culture Festival – in 
a way that Norway has never experienced. The 
only thing that we had not planned was such 
an overwhelming public interest,” Holmestad 
says, especially thankful for the green pants he-
roes – the volunteers. “We had 3,278 working 
hard, many of them being youth that have had 
their first volunteer experience. It is fine that so 
many have seen what our volunteers have done. 
This has been their Games, and they deserve so 
much credit,” Holmestad concludes.
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20:27 • sjogg tent

HELLO LAUSANNE
At the Closing Ceremony in Innsbruck in 2012, Lille-
hammer’s mayor, Espen Granberg Johnsen, and young 
sports talent Mathea Tofte brought the historic Olympic 
flag to Norway to be safely placed in Lillehammer City 
Hall. Tonight the flag was formally passed on to Mayor 
Daniel Brélaz and young representative Aline Danioth of 
Lausanne, to bring the flag home to the Swiss city, the 
host for the third Winter Youth Olympic Games in 2020.

20:34 • sjogg tent

RUNA MOTIVATES  
In the Sjogg Tent at Stampesletta, the Closing Ceremony was held 
this evening for athletes, trainers, and volunteers. Attending was 
the young leader Runa Møller Tangstad, who used the opportuni-
ty to tell other volunteers, “This is only the beginning. I hope that 
our local society here can benefit from our new Olympic expe-
rience in the months and years to come. Personally speaking, I 
have never been as motivated as I am now to continue participat-
ing in sports as a leader or volunteer,” Tangstad says.
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sjoggfest today

Artists and lecturers:

riverstone

midtli & odde

random assault

a.hus ungdomsjazzork.

niilas

sherpa

jesper jenset

suite 16

kitfai

lemaitre

9,734
Spectators

24
Events

17:35 • kristins hall

pure happiness
The mood in the ice stadium was electric 
after the final whistle in the final between 
the United States and Canada (5-2).
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DRAWING 
LILLEHAMMER 
2016
With a creative mindset and drawing 
pencils in hand, three young men explo-
red Lillehammer 2016, creating a unique 
artwork story of these 10 fantastic days.

The name "Birgers Otterutleie" is as misleading 
as it is creative. The name literally translated is 
"Birger’s Fishing Equipment Rental" - but it has 
nothing to do with fish or rental. These are three 
young illustrators creating what they call "qual-
ity through quantity." In February 2016, Martin 
Lothe, Ole Fredrik Hvidsten, and Daniel Bansal 
Dahn received an assignment that they are not 
going to forget anytime soon.

“During the 10 days of Lillehammer 2016, we 

ON DUTY IN HAFJELL

ARTWORK AT BRUKET IN THE MAKING

marco ELSAFADI’S SPEECH BECOMES A DRAWING
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explored different sports, education, and cultural 
venues and documented our experiences through 
our unique style and art form. We wanted to cre-
ate art where it happened, interacting with the 
public, creating the feeling of being right there 
and then,” says Lothe.

The result was a diversity of art. “Each draw-
ing stands on its own, telling a story.  Drawings 
grouped together to give a deeper perspective of 
the venue activities, allowing the discovering of 
new stories, tales from all over inland Norway 
during the Games,” explains Hvidsten.

The main project was exhibited at the concert 
venue Bruket, where many people appreciated 
new drawings from the different venues. During 
Lillehammer 2016, there were six such shows pre-
sented, together providing a unique visual sum-
mary of these memorable 10 days.

There were other creations as well, including a 
decorated curling stone exhibited in Håkons Hall, 
one of the most shared images on Instagram. A 
drawing with the Olympic rings created during 
the Opening Ceremony was also popular and is 
now to be found at the Olympic Museum.

“Lillehammer 2016 was an amazing, exciting 
opportunity for us. With new things happening 
constantly, it was a pleasure to experience how 
the 10-day evening brought together culture, ed-
ucation, and sport in a seamless mix,” concludes 
Lothe.

marco elsafadi approvesCURLING ART

4 OF 6 PIECES READY AT BRUKETART IN KRISTINS HALL



hafjell freepark

snowboard cross
Festive feelings at the Hafjell Freepark 
during the Snowboard Cross compe-
tition on Monday February 15.

212,604 spectators  
said it all
Will the people come? An unproved event, Lillehammer 2016 had to tackle many 
skeptical questions. But then people began to care.   

During the course of the 10-day event, there were 
214,000 visitors. Beforehand, the organization 
committee was uncertain about how many people 
would actually come, but a voice from the heart of 
the IOC had different ideas.

“The concept is so good! You have to plan that 
many more will come than you believe. You don’t 
have enough buses,” was the prediction from IOC 
Olympic Games executive director Christophe 
Dubi in late autumn 2015.

He was right. The first signal was the number 
of media representatives who applied for accredita-
tion: A total of 653 media personnel were approved 
to cover Lillehammer 2016.

“We had to expand the interview zone at a num-

ber of venues; there just wasn’t enough room for 
all media who wanted to be there,” recalls Isabel-
la Rosenlund, leader for the team responsible for 
media working conditions. The conditions were 
excellent. During Lillehammer 2016, there was 
an average of 500 pieces daily about the Games by 
media personnel from all over the world.

Spectator Fest
The Olympic atmosphere was back! The Opening 
Ceremony had a 13,000 capacity, but it was sold 
out well before February 12. 

During the first day of competition, a surprised 
head of sports and venue Jostein Buraas happi-
ly called one of his colleagues with the message 
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that 3,000 spectators attended the new 
cross-country cross event at Birkebeineren 
Stadium. National broadcaster NRK was 
pleased, with 370,000 viewers tuning into 
the new event – 70% of all TV viewers.  All 
told, there were a total of over 3 million view-
ers who enjoyed Lillehammer 2016.

Queues 
In downtown Lillehammer, a daily pattern 
began to emerge – waiting lines several hun-
dred meters in length to gain admittance for 
free concerts at the concert venue Bruket.

“We set up extra personnel to manage the 
queues, and we helped with the atmosphere 
by passing out snacks to those who were wait-
ing,” says Eirik Høyme Rogn, head of culture 
and education.

There were also queues outside of Kris-
tins Hall, the ice hockey venue. In total, 
over 30,000 spectators attended the hockey 
matches. Though Norway’s matches were not 
the most exciting, stands were packed when 
the Norwegians played against hockey pow-
ers Finland, USA, and Russia. The host team 
lost, lost, and lost – scoring only one goal 
compared to the 32 allowed. Still, humor and 
excitement remained high.

“It was fun that there were so many watch-

ing us,” goalie Kristian Høvik said to the 
national newspaper VG, with the following 
explanation about the overwhelming losses 
against the hockey superpowers: “It was cra-
zy! They were so good, and they shot from 
everywhere,” said the goalie, who was the 
busiest player on the ice.

The interest around hockey was so strong 
that by the end of the Games, a queue tick-
eting system had to be implemented. On 
the last day of the Games, the ticket booths 
opened at 9:00 a.m., with several hundred al-
ready in place for tickets for the finals to take 
place in the afternoon.

The somewhat shocked but completely 
satisfied organizers – who had avoided us-
ing terms like "FolkFest" before the Games 
– could now let out a huge sigh of relief.

“The so-called experts who said that these 
Games would only be interesting for relatives 
and friends of the competitors were wrong. 
It was fantastic to see how many actually at-
tended! Even though the competitors are not 
famous, we now see that this is an event that 
really brings out the enthusiasm in every-
one,” director of communication and market-
ing Magne Vikøren concludes.
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sjogg park

popular park
During the Games 35,000 visitors enjoy 
Sjogg Park’s outdoor theater, igloo dis-
co and many other activities.



WE CREATED  
TOMORROW
The Lillehammer Youth Olympic Games Organization Committee 
(LYOGOC) had an average employee age of 34. For many of them, it was 
their first job in a leadership position. But not the last.

Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow. This was our 
vision, the one setting the tone for our orga-
nization and everything we attempted and 
achieved. Lillehammer 2016 truly showed 
what youths can do when given the freedom to 
create an event that is by, with, and for young 
people.

Of the 30 top leaders in the organization, 
there were many under the age of 30. They 
were often recruited directly from school, and 
once they proved themselves responsible, they 
were given more.

One of these was Jens August Dalsegg, who 
at the age of 26 had the responsibility for the 
entire national Torch Relay project. Dalsegg 
tells us about his experiences, “It was chal-
lenging with such an important responsibility, 
and as a result I have become more secure and 
a better communicator. If you want to make 
things happen, you must believe in what you 
do – then others will believe as well."

Åse Line Eide (27) joined the organization 
with a fresh master's degree from the Norwe-
gian School of Sports Sciences. She was given 
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magnus trosdahl (31)
PROJECT MANAGER DREAM DAY

isabella manzi rosenlund (29)
Project Manager Media Operations

great responsibility

The Torch Man
Jens August Dalsegg (25) was Project 
Manager for the national Olympic 
Torch Tour before the Games.



anne helle bjørnødegård (29)
PROJECT MANAGER YOUTH CULTURE

eirik høyme rogn (30)
HEAD OF CULTURE & education

kristin lemme (30)
SPORT OPERATING MANAGER

jørn valgermo (26)
controller

the jobs of managing several sponsors, ticket-
ing strategy, and the license program, as well 
as running two Olympic stores.

“This has been quite a journey, and I have 
become wiser during my time here. I am still 
the same person, just as curious, but with 
more confidence in what I can achieve,” Eide 
says.

Budget control was a priority from Day 1. 
With a budget of 360 MNOK, there was no 
room for waste. The organization turned to 
the Sunnmøre region, famed for its business 
acumen, and the choice fell upon master 
economist Jørn Valgermo (26) to manage 
the money. Says Valgermo, “When you are 
trusted, you find a way to succeed. In two 
years here, I have learned more than in five 
years as a student. This is an experience that 
changed my life.”

Johanne Storjord (25) came to the LYO-
GOC directly from the Norwegian School of 
Economics and ended up being responsible 
for HR with 133 employees and 3,278 volun-
teers – Norway’s largest inland corporation in 
February 2016.

“I have learned so much about how to 
make things work and that with strong will 
and hard work one goes far,” she says, adding 
with a smile, “And never, never underesti-
mate youth. We get it done!”
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Multiple roles

VERSITILE MANAGER
Åse Line Eide (27) came from the 
Norwegian School of Sports Science 
to a major leadership position.



the heroes in green
The 3,278 volunteers in green pants proved that the most important thing 
in sport is not crossing the finish line first but to contribute in fellowship so 
that others can compete.

At 19 years old, Ali Al-Saad from Grue in Hed-
mark County was a typical volunteer. He is 
young and motivated and always had a smile 
on his face when greeting visitors to Lilleham-
mer 2016.

“Two years ago I participated in a young 
sports leader course run by NIF and the orga-
nization committee. I learned a lot and wanted 
more. During the Games, I worked in Håkons 
Hall, part of a team that worked with Learn & 
Share. Here I met athletes from all over the 

world, including a number of stars. It was an 
unreal experience,” Al-Saad tells us.

As the Youth Olympics are by, with, and for 
young people, it is natural that this was reflect-
ed in the volunteer corps – 57% of which were 
under the age of 30. There were 755 under 20 
years of age, with Lillehammer 2016 being for 
many their very first volunteer experience. At 
the same time, mentoring with older, more 
experienced volunteers was important, with 
experiences from 1994 forward to the present 
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Ali met Kjetil Jansrud...

...and Thomas Bach during his work as a volunteer



day. This volunteer corps was truly 
multi-generational, with the oldest 
volunteer being 84 years old!

“During the Games, we were 
part of a unique fellowship with 
other volunteers in their green 
pants. I have made many new 
friends and have tons more 
self-confidence and experience. 
How thankful I am for these past 
10 days, I cannot begin to tell you. 
I can just say that it has changed 
my life,” Al-Saad convinces us.

Smiling, result-oriented, and 
helpful were the three words most 
often used when foreign guests 
described the volunteers, a corps 
that had a majority of women 
(51%). Their assignments were 
very different and varied. Some 
worked with transportation and 
related logistics, while over 350 
worked in Håkons Hall, where ac-
tivities included administration of 
the Athletes Village. 

Without a doubt, the warmest 
assignment was for those who put 
on the Sjogg suit every day.

“We needed a break every 15 
minutes and had to use a small 

fan in Sjogg’s head so we didn’t get 
overheated and dehydrated,” Liam 
Saunders Soljerg (15) told NRK. 
Liam was Sjogg in the Hamar 
Olympic Amphitheatre. 

Part of his job was to go out on 
the ice in the cute bobcat costume. 
Luckily, he is a very good figure 
skater.

“Sjogg’s head had a very small 
hole where I could just barely see 
what was going on. The only thing 
I was really afraid of was falling 
on the ice. I didn’t want to lose 
my head...well, Sjogg’s head,” says 
Liam, grinning broadly.

Of 3,000 foreign applicants, 517 
from 81 different countries were 
chosen as volunteers. A colorful 
and visible part of the volunteer 
corps, they tackled a wide range 
of activities. The most came from 
Germany (80), followed by Russia 
(41), Sweden (27), UK (24), and 
China (23). Countries not known 
for winter sports were also repre-
sented, including India, Gambia, 
Nigeria, and Oman.
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Volunteers of all ages

MULTI-GENERATIONAL
The majority of the volunteer corps 
consisted of youth, but many with 
long volunteer experience.

in sjogg we trust HAPPY DREAM DAY HOSTS

Volunteers from 81 different countries A GOOD VOLUNTEER KNOWS WHEN TO RESTSports students taught their Olympic sport

ALWAYS TIME FOR A ROYAL SELFIE



GERHARD’S EXTRA YEARS
“I cried. It was a very strong experience. I had to sit myself down to compose myself before I could face the 
world again.” Words from the heart. The 1994 Olympic General and IOC member Gerhard Heiberg was short on 
words and long on emotion after he had experienced yet another Opening Ceremony in Lillehammer.

Despite the cancer running through his body, Ger-
hard Heiberg found renewed belief in the future. 
“Lillehammer 2016 was the perfect medicine for 
me. It gave me something to look forward to and 
work for, it made me want to achieve more,” Gerhard 
Heiberg admits.

 As a Lillehammer 2016 board member, the 1994 
Lillehammer president followed the planning and 
staging closely, but in 2013, he was stricken by can-
cer. Lillehammer 2016’s leadership feared that they 
would have to manage without this man with deep 
insight from both organizing as well as being a long 
time IOC member.   

But Gerhard Heiberg would not be counted out. 
Lillehammer 2016 would be aided by a fighter who 
would discover a new lease on life. “I have to admit 
that Lillehammer put extra years in my life," he says. 

"I have had so much to look forward to and now have 
experienced so much positive energy created by this 
event. This has given me so much.”

With an open heart, he recognizes how important 
and warming IOC support has been for him.

“President Thomas Bach was bursting with en-
thusiasm, praising the unique atmosphere and the 
pure love of sport that he witnessed. It was fantas-
tic to witness the pride of former president Jacques 
Rogge. After all, his vision created this event and 
he was pleased that Lillehammer 2016 provided a 
well-needed boost,” explains Heiberg.

Continuing with his insider’s perspective, he says, 
“Some IOC members came to Lillehammer with a 
skeptical attitude towards the Youth Olympics but 
traveled home with renewed belief in the concept. 
Discussions changed direction quickly from debat-

ing if the Youth Olympics should continue to plan-
ning about just how future Games should be staged. 
Lillehammer 2016 set new standards, showing 
sport and culture thriving side by side. This took the 
Olympic experience to a unique new level."  

Heiberg is certain that the Youth Olympic Games 
will continue to be important and to attract youths 
and that the IOC should continue to develop the con-
cept in the future.

“The Summer and Winter Olympics is a money 
machine; it is here that income is created. On the 
other hand, the Youth Olympics is a pure investment 
in the young generation. This can never be wrong. 
The youth are our future, and it is them that we 
must listen to – not the ramblings of an old fellow 
like myself,” concludes Heiberg with a chuckle.
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HUMORISTIC T-SHIRT

“This must be your doing,” jokes IOC 
president Thomas Bach, giving Ger-
hard Heiberg a T-shirt that was for sale 
during the Games. 



interpersonal budget love
Not even 30 years old, responsible for managing nearly 350 million NOK, 
Vegar Strand realized quickly that such a project needed to be a matter of love. 
A love that even was interesting for the Norwegian Finance Minister.

This is a success story of how Lillehammer 2016 
still has many millions of kroner in the bank after 
the Games. The simple explanation for this highly 
unusual phenomenon is due to two reasons. One is 
the 25-year-old budget controller from a region called 
Sunnmøre on the west coast of Norway, who lived up 
to the area’s reputation of being tight with money. 
The second reason is "Romancing the Budget."  

"Budget control is a square and cold operation, but 
we were lucky to have an organization full of warm 
and friendly colleagues,” explains CFO Vegar Strand. 
“Everyone knew were all in the same boat. We decid-
ed that if one department had money that they did 
not need, it should go into a central fund where it 
could be shared with those who did not have enough. 
We shared the shortages as we shared the extras. ‘Ro-

mancing the Budget’ bound us together.”
Olympic budget control is a complicated process, 

and Norway’s Finance Minister, Siv Jensen, was in-
terested in learning more. She showed great inter-
est and curiosity when learning about our system of 
"Romancing the Budget" and took a photo of the foil 
where the term was explained. Strand commented 
that this might help the national Norwegian budget.

Under the guidance and tight reins of 25-year-old 
Jørn Valgermo from Sunnmøre, the budget was well 
controlled. The fresh-baked college graduate was an 
economic watchdog who left no room for mistakes, 
ever. 

This made even the simple task of completing a 
travel voucher an intricate, daunting task with codes 
and account information that had to be 110% correct. 

"Chairman of the board Siri Hatlen finally asked me 
just who this Jørn was because he would never ap-
prove her travel vouchers,” Strand says, laughing. 

The total budget of the Games was slightly more 
than 350 million Norwegian Kroners. There are still 
nearly 25 million NOK unused.   

"Of course, we had to have contingency plans; 
should something have happened during the Games 
we would have had to fix it, regardless of cost. 'Ro-
mancing the Budget' gave us a buffer. Of course, we 
were lucky the worst thing that happened was a bus 
being 15 minutes late,” Strand concludes. "And it all 
cost less than planned.”  
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finding legacy
Ten amazing days. Dreams that came true, dreams denied (for now), friendships 
created in the quest for a common goal, and memories for rest of our lives. Beyond 
these memories, what is really left after Lillehammer 2016?

“'Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow’ is the vision 
really says it all. We did not just plan and stage 
just the ten days. We staged Lillehammer 2016 
to create tomorrow – a lasting legacy for the 
region and for Norwegian sport,” says Toms 
Holmestad, the CEO of Lillehammer 2016.

This legacy was created through five different 
promises – promises that from the very first day 
were success criteria for the event. These were 
the guiding factors – more than anything else 
– of how time and resources were prioritized 
to create the Lillehammer '94. As time goes by 
and memory fades, these will remain:

 A lasting legacy of infrastructure and  
 equipment
 
Students in Lillehammer will now live in the 
360 new student-housing units in this city of 
sport. Twenty-two years after the Winter Olym-
pics in 1994, Lillehammer 2016 became the ve-
hicle for renewal of all licenses from the Inter-
national Federations. Now, competitions on the 
highest international level have a secure future 
here. Permanent investment in venues that in-
clude Lysgaardbakene and Hafjell – both with 
increased snow production capacity, have now 
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A BRAND NEW CURLING VENUE

UPGRADED ALPINE VENUE

1

stampesletta

Lasting legacy
The Youth Olympic Village lives on as 
360 brand new student apartments in 
Lillehammer.



received status as National Venues. On Stamp-
esletta, there now is a new curling and hockey 
hall – filled with a variety of grassroots sports 
activities on a daily basis.

 Changing lives of the participants

With 2,500 square meters and 33 different ac-
tivities in Håkons Hall, all Lillehammer 2016 
participants received education in themes that 
included social responsibility, injury preven-
tion, and life after competitive sport. Nearly 
16,000 participated in the program, and after 
the Games, they returned to their countries 
with experience in their backpacks that meant 
much more than a diploma or medal. They will 
take this experience and these values further 
into their careers, within sport and beyond.

Over 300 cultural events brought youths 
from all backgrounds and culture together, cre-
ating friendship and understanding of cultural 
diversity.

With these new experiences, new friends, 
and changes in perspective and attitude – we 
believe that Lillehammer 2016 meant much to 
many young people.

 Contributing to a ten-year plan for 
 development of Norwegian sport

With over 3,200 volunteers, of which 57% 
were under 30 years old, Lillehammer 2016 
gave many young people a fine opportunity as 
new leaders, trainers, volunteers, and athletes. 
With the motto “Youth is best inspired by other 
youth,” stories spread throughout the country 
about young people who contributed through 
volunteer work. The highlight was when Sajan-
dan Rutthira received the prize for Changemak-
er of the Year in front of over 1 million television 
viewers. This was followed up by the national 
Olympic torch relay, where tens of thousands of 
spectators throughout the country heard stories 
of youths who chose volunteer work. This gave 
a national focus on volunteerism.

Locally in Lillehammer, the project Active 
Mind Active Body provided 15 MNOK invested 
in local schools, equipment, and facilities, all 
designed to increase activity – especially among 
those who had not been active in a sport before. 
Over 20,000 children tried different kinds of 
sports during Lillehammer 2016. Who knows? 
Maybe future Olympians made their debut 
here! 

 
 Renewed regional expertise and enthusiasm

Whenever the international world of sport comes to Norway’s 
inland, athletes and all others will enjoy benefits of a renewed 
health and transportation infrastructure stimulated by the plan-
ning and staging of Lillehammer 2016. Young event organizers 
will be ready at the venues, perhaps still in their official Lille-
hammer 2016 uniforms, at events perhaps planned by one of 
our 130 Lillehammer 2016 employees, who with an average age 
of 34, created these Games. Many young students who volun-
teered and experienced a unique training ground will likely go 
on and pursue careers with brand-new professional growth and 
optimism.

 Contributing to creation of a Legacy Center

The Olympic adventure here in Norway’s inland did not end 
with Lillehammer 2016. As a benefit from careful budget con-
trol, there remains a surplus that will be used to carry the re-
gion’s Olympic legacy further – to the joy and benefit of future 
generations.

This legacy centre will be an unique opportunity to share the 
passion and expertise in winter sports found in the region of 
Lillehammer with young elite athletes, coaches and managers 
from other nations – a great way for double-Olympic city Lille-
hammer and the whole region to give back to sport and to the 
Olympic Movement.
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SJOGGFEST BECAME AN INTERNATIONAL PARTY

A NEW GENERATION OF LEADERS

2

5

4
3

retrospect changemakers

The inspirer
Changmakers like Sajandan Rutthira 
contributed to a national focus on 
young volunteers.



OFFICE PLANNING 1.0

CAR WASH IN FREEZING JANUARY

NOT ENOUGH OFFICE SPACE? NO PROBLEM!

LEARNING BY DOING AT THE WORLD CUP

PROUD LOCAL DESIGNER

WHILE THERE STILL WAS TIME LEFT

AN EVENT SUCH AS THE YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES ARE 

DEPENDENT ON AN ARMY OF VOLUNTEERS, STAFF, SPORTS 

ORGANIZERS AND SOLID SUPPORTERS.
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LOOC EVER PRESENT TO HELP OUT

THE SPONSOR AGREEMENT WITH MJØSBIL WAS  

SIGNED ON TROLLEY IN GJØVIK
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Kjetil Falkum

Knut Ole Ringstad

Knut Sveen

Knut Tore Jevnesveen

Kristian Brenden

Kristian Holm

Kristin Lemme

Kristin Nilseng

Lars Egge Johnsen

Lars Erik Heitkøtter Bratlie

Lars-Kristian Haugen

Li Neo Tay

Liene Karlina

Lillemor Katarina D. Bakke

Linda Børnes

Linda Jacobsen

Linda Olsen

Linda Varlo

Linn Cecilie Mæhlum

Lise Røsto Jensen

Liv Marie Skaare Baden

Lotte Bråthen

Mads Thommassen

Magne Vikøren

Magni Sørløkk

Magnus Sandberg Johansen

Magnus Trosdahl

Mari Haugli

Mari Nymoen

Mari Owren

Marina Staubo

Marit Røste

Marthe Bråten

Martin Skogstad

Michael Eriksson

Mira Bryghaug Wold

Morten Staubo

Ng Xuan Ming

Nils Amsrud

Nina Rundsveen

Ola Kokslien

Ole Hermann Sørli

Oliver Furuli

Patrik Søreide

Pekka Stokke

Per Bjørn Brandsæter

Pernille Coward

Peter Baden

Petter Syverud

Pia Litleskare

Pål Austdal

Pål Gordon Nilsen

Randi Bjerkan

Roger Hjelmstadstuen

Ronja Gerhard

Rupert Crispin S. Jackson

Said Sarawzawal

Sarah Pirklbauer

Sigrid Strøm Reibo

Sophie Bergaust

Stian Mæland

Stian Sagholen

Ståle Øversveen

Svein Egil Hernes

Tarald Moe Bjølseth

Terje Haakonsen

Theodor Bang Linaae

Thomas Moger

Thomas Prichard

Thomas Vesteraas

Tomas Holmestad

Tor Hauan

Torbjørn Broks Pettersen

Torbjørn Monset

Tore Sørum

Tore Sørum

Torgeir Holen

Tormod Tvare

Tove Berg

Trude Bang

Vegar Strand

Øystein Wilhelmsen

Øyvind Strand Endal

Ådne Persmoen

Åse-Line Eide

Åshild Aarø

PLAYFUL CEO ON TORCH TOUR

Sports managers take a well-deserved break

Venue producers at work at Hafjell

Two snow and ice architects were part of the staff

Alexander Eriksson

André Holen

Andreas Almås

Ann Christin Nøss

Anna Holm Heide

Anne Guri Sklet

Anne Helle Bjørnødegård

Anne-Thea Langvik Haavind

Arne Evensen

Astrid Lemme

Barbro Kristoffersen

Benedicte Bolstad

Bettina Enebakk

Bjarte Ytre-Arne

Bjørn Rejkestam Jørgensen

Bjørnar Opsahlhaugen

Børge Wilhelmsen

Cathrine Dokken

Cato Andre Granseth

Cato Baardseth Endresen

Charlotte Eneroth

Charlotte Oliversen

Charlotte Vains Langhelle

Christian R. Fæste

Christian Rønning

Christine Nypan

Christopher Frankum

Dag Erling Talaasen

Dennis Skoglund

Eilif Hellum Noraker

Eirik Eggen

Eirik Høyme Rogn

Eirik Haagensen

Eivind Jensen

Elin Høyme

Ellen Christiansen

Else Marthe Thue Remen

Emilie Fekene

Erik Ulateig

Espen Lund

Eva Hodnefjell

Even Johnsen

Frank Sørmo Holmslet

Fredrik Ahlsen

Geir Ole Steinslett

Gianna Amundsen

Gunn Heidi Holme

Guro Brandtzæg

Guro Lium

Guro Midtsund

Hallgeir Bakken

Hallgrim Hansegård

Halvor Owren

Hanne Kolstad

Hans Otto Olsen

Hans Svellet

Helge Bro Matland

Henriette Hagen Krekke

Håkon Lauvålien

Håvard Næprud

Ilva Ciemite

Isabella Rosenlund

Ivar Windju

Jan Oddvar Tangen

Jan Tore Meren

Jan-Erik Fossheim

Janne Bolstad

Jason Reed Barker

Jens August Dalsegg

Jo Bjørner Haugen

Johan Høstmælingen

Johanne Storjord

Jon Erik Rønning

Josephine Schøyen

Jostein Buraas

Jørgen Noreng

Jørn Olav Bekkelund

Jørn Valgermo

Kaja Græsholt

Karette Wang Sandbu

Kari Eskild Havenstrøm

Karina Næss

Karl Filip Singdahlsen

Kenneth Eriksen

Kjell Bjarne Helland

Kjersti Beck Bjørnback

Kjersti Vikør

Kjetil Dahlen
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ALL SMILING IN HAMAR

EVEN BURNING CHANGE MAKERS NEED SOME FUEL

the board of directors
Siri Beate Hatlen (President) Synnøve Brenden
Bjørn Brenna Siren Sundby
Inge Andersen Mari Rosenvinge Nygaard
Gerhard Heiberg Lotte Bråthen

the advisory board
Name Representing
Therese Leerbeck Ungdomsrepresentant 

Jon Risdal HKH Kronprisen

Thorild Widwey Kulturdepartementet

Marit Wiig Kulturdepartementet

Tom Tvedt Norges Idrettsforbund

Karette Wang Sandbu Norges Idrettsforbund

Espen Granberg Johnsen Lillehammer kommune

Eivind Falk Lillehammer kommune

Morten Aspeli Hamar kommune

Roar Øien Øyer kommune

Lasse Juliussen Hedmark fylkeskommune

Even Aleksander Hagen Oppland fylkeskommune

Lina Harnes Norges ake, bob- og skeletonf.

Bent Å. Ramsfjell World Curling Federation

Anne Danielsen Wood Norges Ice Hockeyforbund

Erik Røste Norges Skiforbund

Heidi Skaug Norges Skiskytterforbund

Lars Edvard Kvaalen Norges Skøyteforbund

Cecilia Flatum Norges Snowboardforbund

Tore Stubrud Oppland idrettskrets

Ragnhild Hagen Hedmark idrettskrets

Karoline Amb Hedmark fylkeskommune

Andreas Ljones Oppland fylkeskommune

Jens Uwe Korten Høgskolen i Lillehammer

Gro Kvanli Dæhlin Høgskolen i Gjøvik

Monika Solberg SOPP

Ingunn Trosholmen Nansen Fredssenter

Arne Hammersmark Politiet

Ann Kristin Aas Forsvaret

These organizations were technical organizers of the sport competitions: The Lillehammer 2016 Youth Olympic Games would not have been possible without 
the great support from the host municipalities and counties:

SLIDING Lillehammer Akeklubb

SLIDING/BOBSLEIGH/SKELETON Norges Ake-, Bobsleigh- og Skeletonforbund

ALPINE Hafjell/Kvitfjell Alpin AS, Lillehammer Skiklub, Øyer Tretten IL

BOBSLEIGH Troll Bobsleighteam

CURLING Lillehammer Curlingklubb

FREESTYLE/SNOWBOARD (OSLO) Heming IL

FREESTYLE/SNOWBOARD (HAFJELL) NTG Lillehammer

ICE HOCKEY Lillehammer Ice Hockeyklubb

FIGURE SKATING Hamar IL

CROSS-COUNTRY, SKI JUMPING,  
NORDIC COMBINED

Lillehammer skifestival, Vingrom IL, Vingar IL, Rinna IL,  
Fåberg IL, Rudsbygd IL, Gausdal IL, Follebu IL, Vesteringen IL, 
Øyer Tretten IL, Lillehammer Skiklub, Søre-Ål IL, Roterud IL

SHORT TRACK Norges Skøyteforbund

SKELETON Lillehammer Skeletonklubb

BIATHLON Vingrom IL

SPEED SKATING Hedmark Skøytekrets

sport clubs the hosts



From left: Aurora Claes Digerud, Anna Strand Andersen, Line Plathe, Jens August Dalsegg, Per Evjen, Cathrine Dokken, Martin Sagen, Trygve Ingebrigtsen, Fredrik Ahlsen, Karina Andersen Aas, 
Sjogg, Kathrine Godager, Kjell Bjarne Helland, Helge Bro Matland, Eirik Andreas Øwre, Vidar Eilertsen, Stian Anthonseen, Marius Tangeland and Mats Skjønhaug.
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register

2 Simon Bruty/IOC

4 Thomas Lovelock/IOC 
Cathrine Dokken

5 Alexander Eriksson

8 Richard Julliart/IOC

10 Paul Gregory/IOC

12 Alexander Eriksson

13 Jed Leicester/IOC

14 Hanna Gjelsvik Berg

15 Anthony Edgar/IOC

16 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

17 Thomas Lovelock/IOC

18 Lars Martin Bøe
Alexander Eriksson

19 Cathrine Dokken

20 Jed Leicester/IOC

22
Martin Hafsahl/NIF
Jørgen Gomnæs
Magne Vikøren

23 Morten Aasen

24 Kristine B. Barane

25 Caroline Strømhylden

26 Cathrine Dokken

28
Kjersti Morset
Geir Owe Fredheim
Morten Aasen

29 Magne Vikøren

30 Asmund Hanslien

32 Magne Vikøren

33 Fredrik Olastuen
Cathrine Dokken

34 Alexander Eriksson
Vegar S. Hansen

35 Cathrine Dokken

36-37 Magne Vikøren

38 Pål Gordon Nilsen
Fredrik Grønningsæter

39 Geir Owe Fredheim

40 Cathrine Dokken

41 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

43 Kjell Vollan

44 Cathrine Dokken

45 Magne Vikøren

46 Alexander Eriksson 
Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

47 Cathrine Dokken

48
Eirik Høyme Rogn
Alexander Eriksson
Magne Vikøren

49 Christoffer Hansen

50-51 Jon Buckle/IOC

52 Ian Schemper

53 Alexander Eriksson

54-55 Ian Schemper 
Alexander Eriksson

56
Arve Henriksen
Alexander Eriksson
Magne Vikøren

57 Cathrine Dokken

58 Asmund Hanslien

60 Nina Rundsveen

61 Kristine B. Barane

62 Alexander Eriksson

63
Michael Eriksson
Nina Rundsveen
Alexander Eriksson

64 Caroline Strømhylden

65 Alexander Eriksson

66 Cathrine Dokken

67 Alexander Eriksson

68 Stian Sagholen
Alexander Eriksson

69 Alexander Eriksson

70 Cathrine Dokken

71 Nina Rundsveen

72
Martin Lindstad
Jørgen Gomnæs
Nina Rundsveen

73 Tor Jensbakken/RGBmedia

74-78 Cathrine Dokken

79 Jon Olav Nesvold
Cathrine Dokken

80-85 Cathrine Dokken
Alexander Eriksson

86-87 Cathrine Dokken

88 Frederick Kihle

90-97 Cathrine Dokken

98 Frederick Kihle

100-109 Cathrine Dokken

110 Frederick Kihle

112-135 Cathrine Dokken

136 Frederick Kihle

138-139 Cathrine Dokken

140 Frederick Kihle

142-147 Cathrine Dokken

148 Bobsleigh Martin/IOC
Alexander Eriksson

149 Simon Bruty/IOC
Dag Oliver

150-151 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

152 Alexander Eriksson

153 Anthony Edgar/IOC
Al Tielemans/IOC

154 Cathrine Dokken

156 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

157
Alexander Eriksson
Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Jed Leicester/IOC

158 Railway AS

159 Cathrine Dokken

160 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

162 Thomas Lovelock/IOC

163
Lisa Mathilde Donoghue
Caroline Strømhylden
Jostein Vedvik

164 Jon Buckle/IOC

165
Al Tielemans/IOC
Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Tomas Holmestad

166
Jed Leicester/IOC
Alexander Eriksson
Line Østerdahl

167 Laurent Kalfala/IOC

168 Lisa Mathilde Donoghue

169 Carolina Cabella
Thomas Lovelock/IOC

170 Al Tielemans/IOC
Carline Strømhylden

171

Vegar S. Hansen
Caroline Strømhylden
Jed Leicester/IOC
Simon Bruty/IOC

172
Helene Solheim
Jed Leicester/IOC
Gisle Johnsen

173 Jed Leicester/IOC

174 Simon Bruty/IOC

175
Jon Buckle/IOC
Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Dag Oliver

176 Al Tielemans/IOC

177 Jon Buckle/IOC
Caroline Strømhylden

178
Caroline Strømhylden
Gisle Johnsen
KBB

179 Dag Oliver
Kristine B. Barane

180 Live Andrea Sulheim

181
Caroline Strømhylden
Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Jed Leicester/IOC

182 Al Tielemans/IOC
Andreas Augdahl

183
Arnt Folvik/IOC
Caroline D. Wendelborg
Live Andrea Sulheim

184
Alexander Eriksson
Josef Benoni Ness Tveit
Martin Lindstad

185 Jed Leicester/IOC

186 Arnt Folvik/IOC

187
Dag Oliver 
Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Pietro Montanarella/IOC

188 Simon Bruty/IOC
Gisle Johnsen

189
Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Andreas Augdahl
Gisle Johnsen

190
Caroline Strømhylden
Jostein Vedvik
Jed Leicester/IOC

191 Jostein Vedvik
Caroline Strømhylden

192 Caroline Strømhylden

193
Arnt Folvik/IOC
Jon Buckle/IOC
Thomas Lovelock/IOC

194
Arnt Folvik/IOC
Simon Bruty/IOC
Martin Lindstad

195 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

196 Caroline Strømhylden
Dag Vidar Hanstad

197
Alexander Eriksson
Caroline Strømhylden
Thomas Lovelock/IOC

198 Jon Buckle/IOC

199
Simon Bruty/IOC
Jed Leicester/IOC
Bobsleigh Martin/IOC

200 Thea Nerell
Jon Buckle/IOC

201
Caroline Strømhylden
Johannes Dalen Giske
Sebastian L.-Hansen

202
Caroline Strømhylden
Jon Buckle/IOC
Live Andrea Sulheim

203 Al Tielemans/IOC

204 Dag Oliver

205
Al Tielemans/IOC
Arnt Folvik/IOC
Jed Leicester/IOC

206 Kristine B. Barane
Thomas Lovelock/IOC

207
Jon Buckle/IOC
Arnt Folvik/IOC
Thea Nerell

208
Martin Lindstad
Live Andrea Sulheim
Andreas Augdahl

209 Caroline Strømhylden

210 Jed Leicester/IOC

211
Gisle Johnsen
Thea Nerell
Jon Buckle/IOC

212 Caroline Strømhylden
Arnt Folvik/IOC

213

Jed Leicester/IOC
Gisle Johnsen
Jostein Vedvik
Alexander Eriksson

214 Caroline Strømhylden
Hanne Maren T. Hokstad

215 Jostein Vedvik

216 Caroline Strømhylden

217

Jed Leicester/IOC
Alexander Eriksson
Al Tielemans/IOC
Live Andrea Sulheim

218
Simon Bruty/IOC
Josef Benoni Ness Tveit
Arnt Folvik/IOC

219
Al Tielemans/IOC
Vegar S. Hansen
Alexander Eriksson

220 Live Andrea Sulheim
Arnt Folvik/IOC

221 Jostein Vedvik

222 Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Alexander Eriksson

223 Alexander Eriksson
Ali Al-Saad

225-227 Birgers Oterutleie

228 Vegar S. Hansen

229 Alexander Eriksson

230 Martin Lindstad

231 Alexander Eriksson

232-234 Cathrine Dokken

235 Alexander Eriksson

236 Cathrine Dokken

237 Ali Al-Saad

238 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit

239
Caroline Strømhylden
Jostein Vedvik
Helene Solheim

240 Ian Jones/IOC

242 Cathrine Dokken

244 Alexander Eriksson

245 Thomas Lovelock/IOC
Arnt Folvik/IOC

246 Josef Benoni Ness Tveit
Cathrine Dokken

247 Eline Dalsegg Olsen

248-252 Team LYOGOC

254-255 Cathrine Dokken
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