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Key facts (as reflected in the decision): [No more than 200 words]

From a declaration released by a witness working in the Police Office of Ravenna, the IC showed up at
the office asking for help because he was homeless and, according to a birth certificate released by the
Authorities of his country, he was a minor. Therefore, he was sent to a homecare for minors. The people
in charge of the homecare then requested the judge having responsibility for guardianship cases to
subject the IC to a bone age assessment. The test results indicated that the boy was 18 years old,
therefore the Prefect of Ravenna released an expulsion provision against the IC.

The IC lodged appeal against the expulsion provision.




Key considerations of the court (translate key considerations (containing relevant legal reasoning)
of the decision; include numbers of relevant paragraphs; do not summarize key considerations)
[max. 1 page]

Disclaimer: This is an unofficial translation, prepared by UNHCR. UNHCR shall not be held
responsible or liable for any misuse of the unofficial translation. Users are advised to consult the
original language version or obtain an official translation when formally referencing the case or
quoting from it in a language other than the original.

The witness declared that the birth certificate has been considered as false only after the outcome of the
bone age assessment.

The judge states that the bone age assessment is not considered as fully reliable by the scientific
literature as it could lead to a margin of error due to the different skeletal development of people
living in different living and health conditions and belonging to different ethnic groups.

Thus, the birth certificate must be given the right preponderance over the medical exam, also bearing in
mind that the document has been considered as false not because of self-evident reasons related to the
certificate itself (lack of stamps, English grammar mistakes, inappropriate paper, etc.), but only after the
outcome of the age assessment.

Outcome: the judge states that the expulsion provision has to be withdrawn according to art. 19, par. 2
of the Italian Legislative Decree no. 286/98 (prohibition to expel minors).

Other comments or references (for example, links to other cases, does this decision replace a
previous decision?)
n/a
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