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Title/Description

Certification course in Women and Gender Studies endorsed by the
CCC University, including the presentation and implementation of
Community Projects for each one of the orgs belonging to the
committee with a focus on refugees, SGBV and the disabled

Country Venezuela » 

Specific location (city, region, etc) Maracaibo, Estado Zulia

Actors/Partners

Universidad Cecilio Acosta, Instituciones inscritas: UNICA (Universidad
Cecilia Acosto, Equipo Multidisciplicinario de Tribunales, HIAS, Cruz
Roja, Puntos de Encuentro de INAMUJER- Zulia, Institutos Municipales
de la Mujer (IMUJER) de Cabimas e Insular Pa

Funding UNHCR » 

Funding (detail)

ACNUR para financiamiento de actividades clave y la contratación de
una Consultora experta en VSBG, que esta a cargo de la selección de
proyectos a favor de la población de interés. UNICA pone las
instalaciones de la Universidad. Todos los facilitador

Objectif(s)

To increase the theoretical and practical knowledge of refugee
protection of the institutions in the state of Zulia that work with asylum-
seekers and refugees. To prepare a group of trainers from all the key
institutions that can replicate this information in their offices, using
SGBV as a vehicle.   In order to accomplish the academic certification,
every institution had to implement a community project addressed to the
population in need of protection, in particular persons affected by
SGBV, disabled and indigenous.

Results/Impact

The participants studied national and international law for the protection
of human rights of refugees and asylum-seekers as well as the national
system for their attention and protection (access to services,
documentation, resources, etc.) with emphasis on subjects such as
gender, disability, indigenous communities and HIV. Particular focus
was given to the obligations of government officials in regards to people
in need of international protection (non-refoulement, non-sanction for
illegal access, etc.).  Persecution on the grounds of gender was been
widely discussed throughout several modules.

The impact has been huge with some authorities and institutions: the
number of referrals has increased; particularly there has been extensive
work with the wayuu people regarding women’s rights and their
importance in the social structures that are a consequence of
displacement. Some of the modules of the course were taught in wayuu,
in order to include that group in the discussions regarding gender
roles. 

UNHCR had the opportunity to improve its working relations with
several authorities and institutions, and also to monitor the projects to
be implemented in favour of the population of interest, all of which are
under the responsibility of each institution in coordination with UNHCR.

There were activities for reflection from the groups of disabled persons,
trying to integrate this vulnerable population to activities of protection
and awareness. Rapproachment between the legal entities competency
in cases of gender violence (Public Ministry and Women’s Courts) to
government institutions and NGOs that participated in the certification.

Experience-sharing from different points of view.

Strengthening of the relationships with civil and military authorities who
have reinforced their knowledge about the procedures, non-
refoulement and respect and proper treatment of refugees and
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« Oportunidades Laborales Echa pa´lante tu negocio »

Why is this considered a Good practice?

vulnerable populations such as indigenous people, disabled and
survivors of SGBV. All the participating institutions have implemented a
community project for the population of interest, monitored and
coordinated by UNHCR. The project is a basic prerequisite for
certification. In practical terms, this means that the NGOS and the
government financed 30 projects that benefit the population of interest,
which represents a key step in capacity building. There was no
requirement of previous university education so all institutions had
access to the certification regardless the academic level of their
personnel. Strengthening the protection networks for the attention and
response of SGBV cases, as expressed on the state of Zulia SOPs.
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