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The Challenge

Incamps and temporary settdements all over the world, millions of people face a grim future: they are the world's
refugees. Fleeing war, persecution and violence, they have left their countries, their homes, their possessions
and often their loved ones, for a temporary, makeshift existence,

Roughly one inevery 125 people on earth has been forced into flight. None of us can remain indifferent to the

plight of these millions.

None ofus is immune from the possibility that we too might have to flee for our lives in the middle of the night,
with nothing but the clothesonour backs. Thisis achallenge for every man and woman with asense of solidarity,

and thus for all Scouts.

The Pariners: UNHCR and World Scouting

UNHCR: Today the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees protects and assists more than 27
million people: many have had to flee their own
countries and others have been forcibly displaced
within the borders of their own country.

UNHCR s first priority is to protect those forced into
flight from being forced to return to countries where
they might be indanger. In addition, UNHCR provides
material assistance with food, water, shelter, health
care, and skills training.

The number of people of concernto UNHCR hasrisen
from 17 million in 1991 to 23 millionin 1993, and to
more than 27 million as 1995 began. The rise of
xenophobia cver recent years makes UNHCR s task
of protection more and more difficult. A betteraware-
ness and understanding of the situationof refugees and
of their reasons for flight is crucial in the fight against
these racist trends.

WORLD SCOUTING: In the World Organization of the
Scout Movement, there are more than 25 million
Scouts - boys and girls - in 217 countries and territo-
ries. More than half are indeveloping countries. Since
its birth in 1907, Scouting has never stopped grow-
ing... and it continues today.

Scouting is education for life. Its purpose is to help
young people leam skills and values to become re-
sponsible, active citizens.

All Scouts make a commitment to helpothers. Discov-
ering the needs of others and taking action is a
fundamental part of Scouting.

A survey carried out in 1994 by the World Organiza-
tion of the Scout Movement showed that Scouts in
quite a few countries are already active in helping
refugees; many national Scout organizations indi-
cated that they would be interested in becoming more
active.

Qur faster-changing, “shrinking ™ world means that our future is shaped by events beyond our borders. Environmen-
tal, polideal and social changes in one country impact on life in other counries. Young people are particuiarly
sensitive to this: Scouting tries to help to balance a respect for other cultures and societies with young people’s own
concerns about what kind of world they will inherit. Scouting provides a way for young people to take action to
improve themsealives. and their communities - locally. nationally and internationally.




What Can Scouts Do?

Based on information from national Scout organizations on activides already undertaken by Scouts with
refugees, and based on feedback from UNHCR field staff about theirneeds. the following information is offered
to stimulate thinking on the question “*What can Scouts Do?™.

In every country, Scouts can do something to help refugees. Activities will vary:
+ from country to country
= from leamning about needs to actively working in refugee camps or centres
* according to the ages of the Scouts

At the national level Scouts should:

1. Contactthe UNHCR office in their country todiscuss possible ways of working together. (Alistof UNHCR
addresses is being sent to national Scout organizations and a list of natdonal Scout organizations is being
distributed within UNHCR.) .

' "Discussions should consider not only present needs, but planning for possible future emergencies.
2. Read and distribute the new UNHCR-WAGGGS-WOSM brochure.

3. Consider ways of making information available to other levels in the organization for consideration and
possible local action.

4. Examine possible actions both in the country itself, and/or internationally.

A key step: Sensitization

Before people can feel motivated to help refugees, they need to try and imagine themselves as refugees. What
does it feel like to be forced to abandon everything and everybody one knows and loves? With more
understanding of a refugee’s plight there is more motivation to look for ways to help

Choosing activities
Any activity for Scouts must take into consideration at least these basic factors:
¢ the personal safety of those inveolved

* the educatonal purpose of Scouting
* the fact that Scouting is voluntary, non-political, and non-govemmental

Three areus of activities

There are basically three areas in which Scouts can help refugees:

I. General sensitization, with no direct contact with refugees. Use UNHCR awareness materials.

II. Activities in contact with refugees, but outside camps. This should be done in close coordination with
UNHCR.

III. Activities within refugee camps, refugr;e centres and in emergencies. These must be carried out under
the guidance and responsibility of UNHCR or of its implementing partmers.




Some possible activities for Scout groups

€.

L Sensthization

Use UNHCR sensitzagonma-
terials. or those developed by
your organization.

Play the simuiation game
"Passages” introduced at the
18th World Scout Jamboree in
the Netherlands. Copies will
be made available to each na-
tional Scout organization.

Discuss ways in which your
Scout group might be able to
help; develop a plan of action.
Get the support you need to
implementit. i

Find ways to help others un-
derstand the needs: parents,

- neighbours, school classmates.

Distribute literature, putonex-
hibitions, host round table dis-
cussions.

Help make Peace Packs. The
World Association of Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts has a
specific programme with
UNHCR to collect and pack-
age materials for Peace Packs.
These Packs contain smail
iterns to help make the lives of
refugee children a little easier.

c.

Il. Supporting refugees

outside camps

Leam about refugee problems
in your town/area/country.
Talk to community leaders; talk
to refugees; talk to other orga-
nizations already involved - or
whomay like to work with you.

Invite refugees or former refu-
gees to attend one of your ac-
tvities.

Help with a project in a
UNHCR office.

Helpteach reﬁxgcechildrenand

. parents aboutthe language and

cuiture of your country. Teach
literacy, and other skills which
can help refugees find jobs.

Welcome refugee childreninto
your group.

[Il. Within refugee camps,

refugee centres and in
emergencies

. Organize activitiesforchildren,

. Identfication of unaccompa-

nied chiidren.

. . Assistinlooking afterchildren,

particularly, unaccompanied
children.

. Help with food distribution.

Help distribute information.

Assist in health education and
primary health care.

. Helpteachliteracy; vocational

skills.

Help provide for the special
needs of the eiderly, sick and
disabled.

Assist in other community de-
velopment projecis which help
with literacy, health, job skills,
nutrition, the environment and
habitat.

Start Scout groupsin a refugee
centre or camp within the con-
text of Scout activities in that
country of asylum.



The Memorandum of Understanding

In view of these mutual interests. the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Secretary General
of the World Organization of the Scout Movement hereby sign this memorandum of understanding.

I
1.

UNHCR and World Scouting

Will share this agreement with their respective national members and staff worldwide, to encourage local,

national, and regional cooperation.

Will communicate and publicize this agreement in their respective publications and relevant meetings.

Will exchange address lists of national contacts inorderto facilitate communication between representatives
of the two organizations at the national and regional level.

Will work together to develop publications and other support materials to help promote projects of

. cooperaton.

UNHCR

. Recognizes that World Scouting is an educa-

tional, voluntary, non-political, non-denomina-
tional, non-govemmental organization and that
these qualides must be recognized in any activity
involving Scouts.

Wiil encourage its representaiives, and its imple-
menting parmers, to contact national Scout orga-
nizations to determine areas of possible coopera-
tion.

. Will give supporting resources to help ensure the

success of projects of cooperation. Resources may
include publications, expertise, financial and lo-
gistical support.

Sadako Ogata
United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

Ill. World Scouting

1.

Recognizes that Scouts in every country can do
something to help refugees.

Recognizes that awareness of refugees’ problems
and taking action to address them, can be part of
the education process of Scouting,

Will encourage its national Scout organizationsto
work with UNHCR to develop programmes of
action which may include:

* General sensitization, with no direct contact
withrefugees.

* Activities in contact with refugees, but outside
camps.

* Activities within refugee camps, refugee cen-
tres and in emergencies.

Stresses that Scouting is open to all, regardless of
race, creed, orsex, in accordance with its purpose,
principles and method.

PR

Jacques Moreillon
Secretary General
World Organization of the Scout Movement

1]

Signed at the18th World Scout Jamboree
Dronten. The Netherlands
3 August 1995



