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Afghanistan
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

In 2014, Afghanistan made a moderate advancement 
in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The 
Government of Afghanistan announced the adoption of a 
list of 29 occupations and working conditions prohibited for 
children. The Government also took steps to combat child 
trafficking by acceding to the Palermo Protocol on Trafficking 
in Persons and issuing a directive to improve enforcement 
of the current law on human trafficking. In addition, the 
Government passed a law criminalizing the recruitment of 
children under age 18 into state security institutions and 
the Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee on Children and 
Armed Conflict approved a new roadmap to support efforts to 
end underage recruitment. However, children in Afghanistan 
are engaged in child labor, including in agriculture, and 
in the worst forms of child labor, including in the forced 
production of bricks. Children also continued to be recruited and used for military purposes by non-state groups, and were in 
limited instances used by some members of state groups to carry out specific tasks. Afghanistan’s labor inspectorate does not have 
legal authority to enforce child labor laws, and the Government lacks programs to eliminate child labor in certain sectors in 
which it is prevalent.

I.	 PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR
Children in Afghanistan are engaged in child labor, including in agriculture. Children are also engaged in the worst forms of child 
labor, including in the forced production of bricks.(1, 2) Children continue to be recruited and used for military purposes by non-
state groups, as well as by state groups.(3) Table 1 provides key indicators on children’s work and education in Afghanistan. Data on 
some of these indicators are not available from the sources used in this report.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education
Children Age Percent

Working (% and population) 5-14 yrs. 7.5 (673,949)

Attending School (%) 5-14 yrs. 41.8

Combining Work and School (%) 7-14 yrs. 4.6

Primary Completion Rate (%) Unavailable 

Primary completion rate was unavailable from UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2015.(4)
Source for all other data: Understanding Children’s Work Project’s analysis of statistics from Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 4 , 2010-2011.(5)

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity. 

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity 
Sector/Industry Activity
Agriculture Farming, including harvesting poppies (1, 6, 7)

Industry

Home-based carpet weaving† (1, 8-10)
Construction,* activities unknown (11)
Coal and gem* mining† (1, 12-14)
Brick making (2, 8, 15-17)
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Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity 
Sector/Industry Activity

Services

Domestic work (1, 8)
Gathering firewood and transporting water and goods (18, 19)
Street work, including vending, shoe shining, carrying goods and begging (1, 8, 20, 21)
Collecting garbage† (8, 19)

Categorical Worst Forms  
of Child Labor‡

Used in illicit activities, including in the trafficking of drugs (1, 8, 16, 22, 23)

Used in armed conflict as combatants, informants, and suicide bombers, and to manufacture, transport, and 
plant improvised explosive devices sometimes as a result of forced or compulsory recruitment by non-state 
groups (1, 24-29)
Commercial sexual exploitation sometimes as a result of human trafficking (16, 19, 30, 31)
Forced labor in the production of bricks, poppies,* and carpets,* in begging, in construction, and in domestic 
work each sometimes as a result of human trafficking (1, 2, 10, 16, 19, 32, 33)

* Evidence of this activity is limited and/or the extent of the problem is unknown.
† Determined by national law or regulation as hazardous and, as such, relevant to Article 3(d) of ILO C. 182.
‡ Child labor understood as the worst forms of child labor per se under Article 3(a) – (c) of ILO C 182.

Non-state groups routinely use children for military purposes in Afghanistan.(1, 24-27) In 2014, the UN verified 20 cases of the 
recruitment of children for use in armed conflict by non-state armed groups.(34) Non-state-armed groups—such as the Haqqani 
Network, Hezb-i-Islami, Tora Bora Military Front, Jamat Sunat al-Dawa Salafia, and the Taliban—use children as soldiers. 
The Taliban and the Haqqani Network also use children to carry out suicide attacks, and to manufacture, transport, and plant 
improvised explosive devices.(1, 8, 24, 27, 35) Children were used by the Afghan National Security Forces in a limited number of 
cases. During the reporting period, the UN verified the recruitment and use of one child by the Afghan National Police (ANP) and 
one child by the Afghan Local Police (ALP).(34) 

Children, especially boys, are subject to commercial sexual exploitation throughout the country. The practice of bacha baazi (boy 
play), in which men keep young boys for social and sexual entertainment, is particularly prevalent.(31, 36) In many cases, these 
boys are dressed in female clothing, used as dancers at parties and ceremonies, and sexually exploited.(1, 31, 37) There have been 
reports that some government officials, including members of the Afghan National Police (ANP) and the Afghan Border Police 
(ABD), use boys working as tea servers or cooks in police camps for the purpose of bacha baazi.(31, 36)

In Afghanistan, children are most commonly trafficked internally for labor exploitation in carpet weaving, brick making, domestic 
work, commercial sexual exploitation, begging, and drug smuggling.(32) Children are trafficked transnationally, primarily to 
Pakistan, Iran, India, and Saudi Arabia, for commercial sexual exploitation and forced labor in begging, domestic work, drug 
smuggling, and in the construction and agricultural sectors.(16, 32) There are reports that girls from other countries are trafficked 
to Afghanistan for commercial sexual exploitation.(16, 32) 
	
Afghanistan is plagued by insecurity and violence; this has led to grave abuses against children.(38, 39) According to a UN report, 
by mid-2014 there were 683,000 civilians internally displaced due to armed conflict.(40) Reports note that children who are living 
in isolated, conflict-affected areas and others who are internally displaced by conflict are at risk of being recruited into non-state-
armed groups. Reports also note that children—particularly girls in conflict areas—have limited access to education.(3, 19, 38, 41)
The UN General Assembly Security Council verified 167 incidents of violence targeting education facilities and personnel in 2014, 
including attacks on schools, teachers, staff, as well as students. Due to insecurity, at least 365 schools throughout the country 
remained closed in 2014.(34) These conditions make it difficult for children to attend school on a regular basis, which may increase 
their vulnerability to exploitation in child labor.

II.	 LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR
Afghanistan has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3). 

(cont)
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Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification
ILO C. 138, Minimum Age

ILO C. 182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

UN CRC

UN CRC Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict

UN CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in Persons

The Government has established laws and regulations related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 4).

Table 4. Laws and Regulations Related to Child Labor
Standard Yes/No Age Related Legislation
Minimum Age for Work Yes 15 Article 13 of the Labor Law (42)
Minimum Age for Hazardous Work Yes 18 Articles 13 and 120 of the Labor Law (42)
Prohibition of Hazardous Occupations or 
Activities for Children

Yes List of Prohibited Jobs for Child Laborers (43, 44)

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes Article 4 of the Labor Law; Article 49 of the Constitution (42, 45)
Prohibition of Child Trafficking Yes Decree of the President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

Concerning the Enforcement of the Law on Combating Abduction 
and Human Trafficking/Smuggling; Article 516 of the Penal 
Code (46, 47)

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

Yes Law on Elimination of Violence Against Women (48){, 2009 #261}

Prohibition of Using Children in Illicit 
Activities

Yes List of Prohibited Jobs for Child Laborers; Article 430 of the Penal 
Code (8, 43, 44)

Minimum Age for Compulsory Military 
Recruitment

N/A*

Minimum Age for Voluntary Military 
Service

Yes 18 Presidential Decree, 2003 (26)

Compulsory Education Age Yes 15 Article 43 of the Constitution (28, 45)
Free Public Education Yes Article 43 of the Constitution (28, 45)

*No conscription (26)

During the reporting period, the Government of Afghanistan acceded to the Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in Persons.(36) 
Additionally, in February 2014, the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Martyrs and Disabled (MoLSAMD) released a list of 29 
hazardous jobs and/or working conditions prohibited for children. The list includes mining, begging, agricultural production and 
processing of narcotics, working for more than 4 hours in the carpet sector, and bonded labor.(43, 44, 49) However, as the labor 
inspectorate lacks the legal authority to enforce laws relating to child labor, this list of hazardous occupations prohibited to children, 
as well as the minimum age provisions of the law, cannot be enforced. (28, 42) The ILO and MoLSAMD have developed a revised 
version of the Labor Law, which would strengthen worker protection and provide penalties for child labor violations. However, 
at the close of the reporting period, the new law was still under review at the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) and had not yet been 
approved by the Council of Ministers and Parliament.(50) 

Afghan law does not comprehensively protect children from commercial sexual exploitation.(47) While the 2009 Elimination of 
Violence Against Women Act protects females from forced prostitution, it does not make mention of males.(48) In addition, the 
Penal Code does not explicitly forbid the production, distribution, benefiting from, or possession of child pornography.(28, 47) 
In 2014, the Government issued a directive that calls for enforcement of the provisions set forth in the Law on Human Trafficking 
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to ensure that victims of trafficking in persons receive appropriate social services instead of being prosecuted for any violation of 
Afghan law. (32, 36) However, despite these efforts, the legal definition of human trafficking in Afghanistan remains unclear. The 
Dari language does not distinguish between human trafficking and human smuggling, leading to complications in enforcement 
and data collection efforts.(16) The Ministry of Justice (MOJ) reported that it is currently drafting a new law to address this 
ambiguity.(51)

During the reporting period, the parliament passed a law criminalizing the recruitment of child soldiers into the Government’s 
security forces and establishing a penalty of 1 to 7 years’ imprisonment for violations of the law.(28, 34). 

III.	 ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child labor, 
including its worst forms (Table 5).

Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role
Ministry of Labor, Social 
Affairs, Martyrs, and Disabled 
(MoLSAMD)

Enforce laws related to child labor, including hazardous child labor.(8) Provide assistance to victims of 
human trafficking through support center in Kabul.(36)

Child Protection Action 
Network (CPAN)

Conduct child labor inspections. Refer children identified as engaged in hazardous child labor to NGO 
and government shelters that provide protection and social services.(8, 28) 

Ministry of Interior (MOI) Enforce laws related to child trafficking, the use of children in illicit activities, and child sexual 
exploitation.(8)

National Directorate of Security 
(NDS)

Identify human trafficking victims and refer these cases to the MOI.(52)

Attorney General’s Office (AGO) Investigate and prosecute human trafficking and abduction cases.(52)
Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
(MOWA)

Register abduction and human trafficking cases and provide support to child labor and trafficking 
victims.(8, 52)

Afghanistan Independent 
Human Rights Commission 
(AIHRC)

Raise awareness on human trafficking through monitoring of cases and advocacy on the issue.(52)

Law enforcement agencies in Afghanistan took actions to combat child labor, including its worst forms.

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2014, the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Martyrs, and Disabled (MoLSAMD) employed 26 labor inspectors. Research did 
not confirm whether monitoring for child labor violations is a regular part of labor inspections.(28) The primary mechanism for 
responding to child labor cases is the MoLSAMD-affiliated Child Protection Action Network (CPAN), a coalition of government, 
NGO, community, and religious leaders. There are 19 CPAN technical advisors who conduct child labor inspections across 
Afghanistan’s 34 provinces.(28) CPAN technical advisors did not receive training on child labor laws and regulations in 2014.(28) 
Both government and NGO sources consider the number of inspectors to be insufficient to effectively enforce Afghan laws on child 
labor.(28)  

CPAN technical advisors carried out 350 inspections during the reporting period, which included site visits to various government, 
non-governmental, and private workplaces. According to MoLSAMD, most inspections are conducted based on a regular work 
plan, and technical advisors may also follow up on specific complaints.(28)Technical advisors were able to carry out unannounced 
inspections in 2014; however, neither MoLSAMD nor CPAN have legal authority to enforce child labor laws. During the reporting 
period , MoLSAMD and CPAN did not officially identify any children engaged in child labor or refer them to appropriate social 
services.(28) Government officials and civil society representatives agreed that the number and quality of inspections conducted 
during the reporting period, as well as the number of child labor violations discovered, was not adequate given the size of the child 
labor problem in Afghanistan.(28)
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Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2014, the Ministry of Interior (MOI) was responsible for investigating crimes related to child trafficking, child sexual 
exploitation, and the use of children in illicit activities. MOI maintained an anti-trafficking in persons unit comprised of 13 
officers and three non-commissioned officers, with an additional two officers in each of the 34 provinces.(8, 28, 36) The National 
Directorate of Security (NDS) also employed 37 human trafficking investigators in provincial offices. Both the MOI and NGO 
officials consider the total number of officers insufficient to address the problem of child trafficking, especially as officers were 
sometimes assigned to other security-related tasks.(8, 28, 36, 52) Furthermore, officers are not responsible for investigating or 
enforcing child labor laws in cases that do not involve human trafficking, leaving children who are engaged in the worst forms of 
child labor but have not been trafficked, without protection.(28) 

During the reporting period, 30 representatives from the Afghan National Police (ANP), the Afghan Border Police (ABP), and 
the judiciary participated in a two-day workshop facilitated by the IOM that focused on improving understanding of the legal 
framework for human trafficking and on determining procedures for identifying and protecting victims.(53) The U.S. Bureau 
of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs provided 10 additional anti-trafficking training sessions for Afghan law 
enforcement personnel and representatives from government ministries.(36) However, the MOI and NGOs reported that overall 
anti-trafficking training efforts were not adequate.(8, 36) Government funding for investigations is also inadequate; as a result, 
investigators often do not have sufficient facilities, transportation, and other resources necessary to carry out their duties.(8, 28)

According to the NDS, the Government investigated 42 cases of human trafficking in 2014, of which 26 involved children.
(36) Government agencies generally refer victims of human trafficking to NGO-run shelters, a practice that the IOM and 
NGOs consider relatively effective. Shelters use a standardized form developed by the Ministry of Public Health to help identify 
victims. (36) However, sources reported that male child victims of human trafficking, especially those who were engaged in 
commercial sexual exploitation or were used as child soldiers, are sometimes referred to juvenile detention and rehabilitation 
facilities, where they do not receive appropriate victim support services. The UN noted that some children detained in juvenile 
rehabilitation centers as a result of their association with armed groups reported being subjected to torture and ill-treatment.(34)

The MOI maintains records of prosecutions and convictions related to human trafficking through the computerized Case 
Management System (CMS), which is currently used in 18 provinces and is continuing to expand across the country.(28) Data 
from the CMS revealed 27 registered human trafficking cases, eight of which resulted in convictions and prison sentences ranging 
from one to five years. These records do not specify whether the cases pertain to an alleged trafficker of adults or of children, 
and there is no disaggregated information available at the national level.(28) Information is also not available on the number of 
prosecutions and convictions for crimes related to other worst forms of child labor apart from human trafficking.

IV.	 COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR 
Although the Government of Afghanistan has established coordinating mechanisms to address certain forms of child labor, research 
found no evidence of an overall mechanism to combat child labor, including all its worst forms (Table 6).

Table 6. Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description 
High Commission for Combating 
Crimes of Abduction and Human 
Trafficking 
(High Commission)

Address trafficking in persons in general, including child trafficking. Led by the Minister of Justice 
(MOJ) and composed of the National Directorate of Security (NDS), the Attorney General’s Office 
(AGO), the Afghan Independent Bar Association, the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights 
Commission (AIHRC), the Afghan Women Skills Development Center, and nine government ministries, 
including the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Martyrs, and Disabled (MoLSAMD), the Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), and the Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MOWA).(8, 36, 52)

Inter-Ministerial Steering 
Committee on Children and 
Armed Conflict

Coordinate efforts to eliminate the recruitment and use of child soldiers.(54) Led by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and monitored by the UN Task Force on Children and Armed Conflict, which is 
composed of UN and NGO members.(54)

In 2014, the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) appointed two employees to provide technical 
assistance to the High Commission, which met four times during the year.(36) 
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V.	 GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

The Government of Afghanistan has established policies related to child labor, including its worst forms (Table 7). 

Table 7. Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description
National Strategy for Children at Risk Creates a framework to support at-risk children and their families with new and existing social 

services; develops a strategic plan to build the capacity of child-based organizations into 
broader family- and community-based institutions; and guides donors in contributing toward 
a comprehensive child protection system. Focuses specifically on working children, trafficked 
children, and child soldiers and other children affected by conflict.(55)

National Strategy for Street Working 
Children (2011–2014)

Guides and informs the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Martyrs, and Disabled (MoLSAMD) 
and other relevant ministries, international organizations, and NGOs to provide effective and 
sustainable interventions like family- and community-based support systems for street children 
and their families in order to protect, prevent, and reduce the number of children working on the 
streets.(56)

Action Plan for the Prevention of 
Underage Recruitment 

Aims to prevent the recruitment of minors into the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), 
which includes the Afghan National Army (ANA), the Afghan National Police (ANP), the National 
Directory of Security (NDS), and pro-government militia groups.(57-59) Seeks to ensure the release 
of children under age 18 from armed forces and to facilitate their reintegration into families and 
communities.(60) In November 2014, government stakeholders participated in a workshop to 
identify key criteria for developing standardized age-verification procedures across ANSF.(61) 

Road Map Towards Full Compliance 
of the Action Plan for the Prevention 
of Underage Recruitment†

Supports and expedites implementation of the Action Plan for the Prevention of Underage 
Recruitment. Identifies 15 priority areas, including criminalization of the recruitment and use of 
children by national security forces; development of a policy to protect children arrested and 
detained on national security-related charges; improved age verification procedures; establishment 
of a national monitoring system; and endorsement of a national birth registration strategy. On July 
23, the Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee on Children and Armed Conflict formally endorsed the 
Road Map, developed through collaboration with the UN and relevant government agencies.(28, 34)

National Action Plan on Trafficking in 
Persons

Creates a timeline for specific actions to be taken by members of the High Commission to address 
trafficking.(16) Includes objectives to improve the anti-trafficking legal framework, increase 
awareness about the trafficking of male children, and improve victim rehabilitation programs for 
boys.(62)

National Education Strategic Plan 
(2010–2014)*

Establishes five overarching education goals, including improving access to quality education.(63) 

* Child labor elimination and prevention strategies do not appear to have been integrated into this policy.
† Policy was approved during the reporting period.

During the reporting period, the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) published a legally mandated 
National Inquiry to analyze the causes and negative consequences of the practice of bacha baazi  in Afghanistan.(31) The Inquiry 
included 71 focus group sessions and 17 public hearings in 17 provinces, and it involved approximately 2,200 people.(64) As 
a result, the AIHRC made recommendations to the Government for improving the legal framework for the prohibition of the 
commercial sexual exploitation of boys.(8)

VI.	SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR
In 2014, the Government of Afghanistan funded and participated in programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing 
child labor, including its worst forms. The Government has other programs that may have an impact on child labor, including its 
worst forms (Table 8).

Table 8. Social Programs to Address Child Labor 
Program Description 
Project to Prevent Child 
Labor in Home-Based 
Carpet Production in 
Afghanistan

USDOL-funded, 4-year, $2 million project implemented by GoodWeave. Aims to build market preferences for 
child labor-free Afghan carpets; contribute to evidence-based knowledge of child labor in the Afghanistan 
carpet sector; and increase public awareness and engagement on the issue of child labor in the Afghan 
carpet sector.(65) In 2014, the first phase of research on the prevalence of child labor in the carpet sector was 
completed.(10)
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Table 8. Social Programs to Address Child Labor 
Program Description 
Age Verification of New 
ANSF Recruits‡

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defense, MOI, NDS, and UNICEF program that operates Child Protection 
Units within the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) recruitment centers. Aims to ensure that new recruits 
meet the minimum age requirement of 18 years by carefully screening applicants.(24, 66) Process includes 
an ID check and a requirement that at least two community elders vouch that a recruit is 18-years-old and is 
eligible to join the ANSF, in an effort to address the use of the fraudulent IDs sometimes presented by minors.
(67) In 2014, Child Protection Units in four provinces rejected 156  children under age 18 who attempted to 
enlist in the Afghan National Police (ANP).(34)

Trafficking Shelters‡ MoLSAMD-funded and NGO-operated shelter for human trafficking victims. Provides food, clothing, medical 
care, counseling, psychosocial support, and vocational and academic training. MoLSAMD registers victims and 
provides reintegration assistance.(36, 52) An additional shelter is available for boy victims of human trafficking 
in Kabul funded by the U.S. Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement and operated by Hagar 
International.(51)

Counter-Trafficking 
Program

USDOS Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons-funded project implemented by Hagar 
International in collaboration with IOM. Provides counter-trafficking training for law enforcement officials in 
four provinces and aims to facilitate information-sharing and collaboration on counter-trafficking activities 
between government and civil society actors.(36, 68) 

Safety Nets and Pensions 
Support Project (2009–
2016)* 

$7.5 million World Bank-funded, 7-year project implemented by MoLSAMD that provides cash support on a 
case-by-case basis to poor families with children under the age of 5 years in three provinces. Targets highly 
impoverished families, including children who are at risk of child labor.(8, 69) 

Protracted Relief and 
Recovery Operation*† 

$496 million WFP-funded, 3-year project that enhances food security and nutrition for 3.7 million beneficiaries 
in 184 food insecure districts. Through this project, people affected by conflict, disaster or economic stress are 
assisted with food, vouchers, or cash; children receive targeted supplementary feeding; schools are supported 
to increase enrollment and attendance; and adults are provided with vocational training.(70) 

* The impact of this program on child labor does not appear to have been studied.
† Program was launched during the reporting period.
‡ Program is funded by the Government of Afghanistan.

Although the Government has implemented programs that seek to prevent the recruitment and use of child soldiers in the Afghan 
National Security Forces, research found no evidence it has carried out programs to remove or rehabilitate children involved in 
armed conflict. There is also no evidence of programs designed specifically to prevent and eliminate child labor in agriculture and 
forced child labor in the production of bricks. 

Due to lack of funding, in 2014 MoLSAMD closed three of four shelters for victims of human trafficking that were previously 
operated by IOM.(36) Research found that shelters and support services for male child trafficking victims over the age of ten were 
particularly limited.(29) 

VII.	 SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR
Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor, including its worst 
forms, in Afghanistan (Table 9).

Table 9. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms
Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested
Legal Framework Ensure that law protects all children, including boys, from commercial sexual 

exploitation.
2013 – 2014

Ensure that law clearly prohibits the production, distribution, benefiting from, and 
possession of child pornography.

2014

Clearly define human trafficking in accordance with international standards. 2011 – 2014
Enforcement Provide training for labor inspectors and government officials on the enforcement 

of child labor laws and regulations. 
2011 – 2014

Increase the number of labor inspectors responsible for enforcing laws related to 
child labor in order to provide adequate coverage of the workforce. 

2011 – 2014

Ensure that the labor inspectorate has legal authority to enforce child labor laws. 2014
Ensure that MoLSAMD and CPAN conduct an adequate number of child labor 
inspections. 

2014

(cont)
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Table 9. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor, Including its Worst Forms
Area Suggested Action Year(s) Suggested
Enforcement Establish a referral mechanism to ensure that child laborers identified through 

labor inspections receive support services that address their needs.
2013 – 2014

Ensure that there are investigators to enforce criminal laws regarding the worst 
forms of child labor unrelated to human trafficking.

2014

Provide a budget for the Ministry of Interior (MOI) to enforce laws concerning the 
worst forms of child labor.

2012 – 2014

Ensure that male child victims of human trafficking and other worst forms of child 
labor are correctly identified as victims and referred to appropriate social services, 
and that children held in juvenile detention or rehabilitation facilities are not 
subject to mistreatment or torture.

2014

Make data publicly available on the number of prosecutions and convictions for 
all crimes related to the worst forms of child labor.

2011 – 2014

Coordination Establish coordinating mechanisms to combat child labor, including all its worst 
forms.

2013 – 2014

Government Policies Integrate child labor elimination and prevention strategies into existing policies. 2009 – 2014
Social Programs Institute programs to increase access to education and to improve security in 

schools, especially for girls.
2014

Assess the impact that existing programs may have on child labor, including its 
worst forms.

2013 – 2014

Implement rehabilitation and reintegration programs for children affected by 
armed conflict.

2009 – 2014

Create programs to address child labor in agriculture and forced child labor in 
bricks.

2009 – 2014

Provide financial support to reopen shelters for victims of human trafficking and 
ensure that there are sufficient shelter services available for older male child 
trafficking victims.

2010 – 2014
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