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69/245. Oceans and thelaw of the sea

The General Assemhly

Recallingits annual resolutions on the law of the sea andoeans and the
law of the sea, including resolution 68/70 of 9 Pather 2013, and other relevant
resolutions concerning the United Nations Convemtom the Law of the Sea (the
Convention)?

Having consideredhe report of the Secretary-Genérahd the reports on the
work of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole oretRegular Process for Global
Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Mammwironment, including
Socioeconomic Aspects (the Regular Procéss)the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal
Working Group to study issues relating to the camadon and sustainable use of
marine biological diversity beyond areas of natiojuaisdiction (the Ad Hoc Open-
ended Informal Working Group),of the United Nations Open-ended Informal
Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of gee (8 e Informal Consultative
Process) at its fifteenth meetihgnd on the twenty-fourth Meeting of States Parties
to the Conventiof,

Noting with satisfactionthat 16 November 2014 marked the twentieth
anniversary of the entry into force of the Conventi and recognizing the
pre-eminent contribution provided by the Conventtorthe strengthening of peace,
security, cooperation and friendly relations amatignations in conformity with the
principles of justice and equal rights and to themotion of the economic and
social advancement of all peoples of the worldaéeordance with the purposes and
principles of the United Nations as set forth ie tBharter of the United Nations, as
well as to the sustainable development of the osearl seas,

Emphasizingthe universal and unified character of the Conient and
reaffirming that the Convention sets out the leflamework within which all
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activities in the oceans and seas must be carnikciod is of strategic importance as
the basis for national, regional and global actemd cooperation in the marine
sector, and that its integrity needs to be mairddjnas recognized also by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Depeient in chapter 17 of
Agenda 271/

Recognizing the important contribution of sustainable develemtn and
management of the resources and uses of the oesahseas to the achievement of
international development goals, including thoseitained in the United Nations
Millennium Declaratior,

Noting with satisfactiorthat, in the outcome document of the United Nagion
Conference on Sustainable Development, held ind®aneiro, Brazil, from 20 to
22 June 2012, entitled “The future we wai#s endorsed by the General Assembly
in resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012, States redpgt that oceans, seas and coastal
areas form an integrated and essential componettieoEarth’s ecosystem and are
critical to sustaining it, and that internationaw, as reflected in the Convention,
provides the legal framework for the conservation sustainable use of the oceans
and their resources, and stressed the importantieeofonservation and sustainable
use of the oceans and seas and of their resoumesuistainable development,
including through their contributions to povertyadication, sustained economic
growth, food security and creation of sustainablellhoods and decent work, while
at the same time protecting biodiversity and theimaenvironment and addressing
the impacts of climate change,

Reiterating the importance of oceans and seas for sustaindélelopment,
noting that the Open Working Group on Sustainabéy@&opment Goals established
by the General Assembly considered the issue oflmeeand seas and proposed a
goal to conserve and sustainably use the ocearss ard marine resources for
sustainable developmetftrecalling its resolution 68/309 of 10 Septembef£0in
which it welcomed the report of the Open WorkingoGp'® and decided that the
proposal of the Open Working Group contained in tigort shall be the main basis
for integrating sustainable development goals inbhe post-2015 development
agenda, while recognizing that other inputs willsalbe considered, in the
intergovernmental negotiation process at the snifith session of the Assembly,
and in this regard reaffirming that internationall as reflected in the Convention,
provides the legal framework for the conservation sustainable use of the oceans
and their resources,

Recallingthat in “The future we want”, States underscorkdttbroad public
participation and access to information and judieiad administrative proceedings
were essential to the promotion of sustainable btpraent and that sustainable
development required the meaningful involvement amctive participation of
regional, national and subnational legislatures miciaries, and all major groups,
and, in this regard, that they agreed to work mdasely with major groups and
other stakeholders and encouraged their activeigijaation, as appropriate, in
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processes that contribute to decision-making, plagnand implementation of
policies and programmes for sustainable developraeat! levels,

Consciousthat the problems of ocean space are closely riefizted and need
to be considered as a whole through an integramdrdisciplinary and intersectoral
approach, and reaffirming the need to improve coapen and coordination at the
national, regional and global levels, in accordamdéth the Convention, to support
and supplement the efforts of each State in promgotihe implementation and
observance of the Convention and the integrated agament and sustainable
development of the oceans and seas,

Reiterating the essential need for cooperation, including tigto capacity-
building and transfer of marine technology, to emsthat all States, especially
developing countries, in particular the least depeld countries and small island
developing States, as well as coastal African Staaee able both to implement the
Convention and to benefit from the sustainable dgvment of the oceans and seas,
as well as to participate fully in global and regéb forums and processes dealing
with oceans and law of the sea issues,

Emphasizingthe need to strengthen the ability of competerterimational
organizations to contribute, at the global, regiosabregional and bilateral levels,
through cooperation programmes with Governmentshédevelopment of national
capacity in marine science and the sustainable gwmant of the oceans and their
resources,

Recallingthat marine science is important for eradicatioyegrty, contributing
to food security, conserving the world’s marine gamment and resources, helping
to understand, predict and respond to natural evant promoting the sustainable
development of the oceans and seas, by improvingwkedge, through sustained
research efforts and the evaluation of monitoriresuits, and applying such
knowledge to management and decision-making,

Reiterating its deep concerat the serious adverse impacts on the marine
environment and biodiversity, in particular on vefable marine ecosystems and
their physical and biogenic structure, includingraloreefs, cold water habitats,
hydrothermal vents and seamounts, of certain huatdivities,

Emphasizingthe need for the safe and environmentally sournd/akéng of
ships,

Expressing deep concerat the adverse economic, social and environmental
impacts of the physical alteration and destructtdrmarine habitats that may result
from land-based and coastal development activities, particular those land
reclamation activities that are carried out in anmer that has a detrimental impact
on the marine environment,

Reiterating its serious concerat the current and projected adverse effects of
climate change and ocean acidification on the nearémvironment and marine
biodiversity, and emphasizing the urgency of adsiireg these issues,

Expressing concerthat climate change continues to increase therggvand
incidence of coral bleaching throughout tropicahseand weakens the ability of
reefs to withstand ocean acidification, which colildve serious and irreversible
negative effects on marine organisms, particulanyals, as well as to withstand
other pressures, including overfishing and pollatio

Reiterating its deep concerat the vulnerability of the environment and the
fragile ecosystems of the polar regions, includthg Arctic Ocean and the Arctic
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ice cap, particularly affected by the projected exbe effects of climate change and
ocean acidification,

Recognizinghe need for a more integrated and ecosystem-bagptbach to,
further study of and the promotion of measures fmhanced cooperation,
coordination and collaboration relating to the camnvation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity beyond areas of national juigsidn,

Recognizing alsdhat the realization of the benefits of the Convem could
be enhanced by international cooperation, techniaasistance and advanced
scientific knowledge, as well as by funding and aeipy-building,

Recognizing furtherthat hydrographic surveys and nautical charting ar
critical to the safety of navigation and life ataseenvironmental protection,
including the protection of vulnerable marine ecstgyns, and the economics of the
global shipping industry, and encouraging furtheffors towards electronic
charting, which not only provides significantly m@sed benefits for safe
navigation and management of ship movement, bub gisovides data and
information that can be used for sustainable fierctivities and other sectoral
uses of the marine environment, the delimitation méritime boundaries and
environmental protection, and noting that under Ititernational Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 ships on international voyages are required toycan
electronic chart display and information system, &actcordance with the
implementation schedule as set out in that Conweanti

Recognizingthat ocean data buoys deployed and operated iardance with
international law are critical for improving undésding of weather, climate and
ecosystems, and that certain types of ocean daigisbcontribute to saving lives by
detecting tsunamis, and reiterating its serious ceon at intentional and
unintentional damage to such buoys,

Emphasizingthat underwater archaeological, cultural and hised heritage,
including shipwrecks and watercraft, holds esséritiformation on the history of
humankind and that such heritage is a resource tleads to be protected and
preserved,

Noting with concernthe continuing problem of transnational organizeine
committed at sea, including illicit traffic in nastic drugs and psychotropic
substances, the smuggling of migrants, traffickingpersons and illicit trafficking
in firearms, and threats to maritime safety andusiy including piracy, armed
robbery at sea, smuggling and terrorist acts agashipping, offshore installations
and other maritime interests, and noting the deglite loss of life and adverse
impact on international trade, energy security ahd global economy resulting
from such activities,

Reiterating the importance of the fair treatment of crew memsband its
influence on maritime safety,

Recognizingthat fibre-optic submarine cables transmit mosttloé world’s
data and communications and hence are vitally ingrdrto the global economy and
the national security of all States, conscious ttietse cables are susceptible to
intentional and accidental damage from shipping atiter activities and that the
maintenance, including the repair, of these cali$efmportant, noting that these

1 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1184, No. 18961.
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matters have been brought to the attention of State various workshops and
seminars, and conscious of the need for Stateddptanational laws and regulations
to protect submarine cables and render their witfammage or damage by culpable
negligence punishable offences,

Noting the importance of the delineation of the outerilgrof the continental
shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and that it is e tbroader interest of the
international community that coastal States withcantinental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles submit information on the oulienits of the continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles to the Commission onltimits of the Continental Shelf
(the Commission), and welcoming the submissionsthe Commission by a
considerable number of States Parties to the Caiweron the outer limits of their
continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles, thet Commission has continued to
fulfil its role, including of making recommendatisrio coastal States, and that the
summaries of recommendations are being made pytdichilable

Noting also that many coastal States Parties have submittedingnary
information indicative of the outer limits of theomwtinental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles, as provided for in the decisimihthe eighteenth Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention regarding the iwaxk of the Commission and the
ability of States, particularly developing State&sfulfil the requirements of article 4
of annex Il to the Convention, as well as the deciscontained inSPLOS/72

paragraphd),™

Noting further that some coastal States may continue to faceicpéat
challenges in relation to preparing and presensimgmissions to the Commission,

Noting that financial and technical assistance may begkbly developing
countries for activities in relation to preparingdapresenting submissions to the
Commission, including through the voluntary truehd@ established by the General
Assembly in its resolution 55/7 of 30 October 200 the purpose of facilitating
the preparation of submissions to the Commission developing States, in
particular the least developed countries and srsddnd developing States, and
compliance with article 76 of the Convention, asllwas other accessible
international assistance,

Recognizing the importance of the trust funds established pam$ to
resolution 55/7 in facilitating the participatiori members of the Commission from
developing States in the meetings of the Commissad in fulfilling the
requirements of article 4 of annex Il to the Contem, while noting with
appreciation the recent contributions made to them,

Reaffirmingthe importance of the work of the Commission fomastal States
and for the international community,

Recognizingthat practical difficulties can arise when thesea considerable
delay between the preparation of submissions arelr thonsideration by the
Commission, including in retaining expertise upated during the consideration of
the submissions by the Commission,

Recognizing alsdhe significant workload of the Commission in vienf the
large number of submissions already received amdimber of submissions yet to

12 Available from the web page of the Commission risired by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea.

13 SpLOS/183.
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be received, which places additional demands aralleiges on its members and
the secretariat as provided by the Secretary-Gémdrethe United Nations through

the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the&Sof the Office of Legal Affairs

of the Secretariat (the Division), and welcominge tlecision of the twenty-first

Meeting of States Parties to the Convention regaydihe workload of the

Commission**

Noting with concerrthe projected timetable of the work of the Comrtdason
the submissions already received by it and thodetyebe received? and in this
regard noting with appreciation the continued immpémtation of the decision of the
Commission at its thirtieth session concerning aheangements for its sessions and
the meetings of its subcommissions, taking intooaet the decision of the twenty-
first Meeting of States Parties to the Convention,

Recognizinghe need to ensure that the Commission can perftarfunctions
under the Convention expeditiously, efficiently agffiectively and maintain its high
level of quality and expertise,

Noting, in this regard, the decision of the twenty-foultfeeting of States
Parties to the Convention regarding the conditiohservice of the members of the
Commission'®

Concernedabout the implications of the workload of the Comsnon for the
conditions of service of its members,

Recallingits decision, in resolutions 57/141 of 12 Decemb@02 and 58/240
of 23 December 2003, to establish a regular proeesker the United Nations for
global reporting and assessment of the state ofnmtheine environment, including
socioeconomic aspects, both current and foreseghbli&ding on existing regional
assessments, as recommended by the World SumnSustainable Development,
and noting the need for cooperation among all St&tethis end,

Recalling alsoits decisions, in paragraphs 202, 203 and 209 esolution
65/37 A of 7 December 2010, regarding the Regularc®ss, as established under
the United Nations and accountable to the GenesakeMmbly,

Recalling furtherthat the Division has been designated to provieleretariat
support to the Regular Process, including its dithéd institutions,

Recognizingthe importance and the contribution of the worktloé Informal
Consultative Process established by the Genera¢mbdy in its resolution 54/33 of
24 November 1999 to facilitate the annual reviewdetelopments in ocean affairs
by the Assembly,

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General urttie Convention and
related resolutions of the General Assembly, intipafar resolutions 49/28 of
6 December 1994, 52/26 of 26 November 1997, 5465337 A, 65/37 B of 4 April
2011, 66/231 of 24 December 2011, 67/78 of 11 Ddmn®2013 and 68/70, and in
this context the substantial increase in activitedsthe Division, in particular in

14 SpLOS/229.
15 See CLCS/76.
16 SPLOS/276.

7 see Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Developmé&ohannesburg, South Africa,
26 August—4 September 20Q@nited Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.1l.Aahd corrigendum),
chap. I, resolution 2, annex.
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view of the growing number of requests to the Diwisfor additional outputs and
servicing of meetings, its increasing capacity-ting activities, the need for
enhanced support and assistance to the Commissidrihe role of the Division as
the secretariat of the Regular Process and inioglab its functions as focal point
for UN-Oceans,

Reaffirmingthe importance of the work of the InternationabBed Authority
(the Authority) in accordance with the Conventiarmdahe Agreement relating to the
Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations @emtion on the Law of the Sea
of 10 December 1982 (the Part XI Agreemefit),

Reaffirming alsothe importance of the work of the Internationalblinal for
the Law of the Sea (the Tribunal) in accordancehwiite Convention,

Implementation of the Convention and
related agreements and instruments

1. Reaffirmsits annual resolutions on the law of the sea andoeans and
the law of the sea, including resolution 68/70, aotther relevant resolutions
concerning the Conventioh;

2. Also reaffirmsthe unified character of the Convention and thé&alvi
importance of preserving its integrity;

3. Calls uponall States that have not done so, in order toyfakthieve the
goal of universal participation, to become partiegshe Convention and the Part XI
Agreement®

4. Calls uponStates that have not done so, in order to achikeegoal of
universal participation, to become parties to thgréement for the Implementation
of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation amthdgement of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (the Figbcks Agreement}?

5. Calls upon States to harmonize their national legislation hwithe
provisions of the Convention and, where applicablelevant agreements and
instruments, to ensure the consistent applicatibthose provisions and to ensure
also that any declarations or statements that tteesee made or make when signing,
ratifying or acceding to the Convention do not pantpto exclude or to modify the
legal effect of the provisions of the Convention tireir application to the State
concerned and to withdraw any such declarationstaiements;

6. Calls uponStates Parties to the Convention that have notdgee so to
deposit with the Secretary-General charts or listggeographical coordinates, as
provided for in the Convention, preferably using thenerally accepted and most
recent geodetic datums;

7. Urgesall States to cooperate, directly or through coteptinternational
bodies, in taking measures to protect and presebjects of an archaeological and
historical nature found at sea, in conformity withe Convention, and calls upon
States to work together on such diverse challenged opportunities as the

18 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1836, No. 31364.
°bid., vol. 2167, No. 37924.
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appropriate relationship between salvage law antensidic management and
conservation of underwater cultural heritage, iasiag technological abilities to
discover and reach underwater sites, looting amavgrg underwater tourism;

8. Acknowledgesthe recent deposit of instruments of ratificatioh the
2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwatertural Heritage?’ calls
upon States that have not yet done so to considsoring parties to that
Convention, and notes in particular the rules amumexo that Convention, which
address the relationship between salvage law anintsic principles of
management, conservation and protection of undexwatltural heritage among
Parties, their nationals and vessels flying thkigf

I
Capacity-building

9. Emphasizesthat capacity-building is essential to ensure tisdates,
especially developing countries, in particular tleast developed countries and
small island developing States, as well as coaAfdtan States, are able to fully
implement the Convention, benefit from the sustblaadevelopment of the oceans
and seas and participate fully in global and regidiorums on ocean affairs and the
law of the sea;

10. Recalls in this regard, that in “The future we want'States recognized
the importance of building the capacity of develapicountries to be able to benefit
from the conservation and sustainable use of theans and seas and their
resources, and in this regard emphasized the needcdoperation in marine
scientific research to implement the provisiongted Convention and the outcomes
of the major summits on sustainable developmentwal as for the transfer of
technology, taking into account the Criteria andid&lines on the Transfer of
Marine Technology adopted by the Assembly of thetelgovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations REdional, Scientific and
Cultural Organization at its twenty-second sessiar2003;

11. Emphasizegshe need for international cooperation for capgaobitilding,
including cross-sectoral cooperation, at nationagional and global levels, to
address, in particular, gaps in capacity-buildingocean affairs and the law of the
sea, including marine science;

12. Calls for capacity-building initiatives to take into accouthte needs of
developing countries, and calls upon States, irdtomal organizations and donor
agencies to make efforts to ensure the sustainglufisuch initiatives;

13. Calls upondonor agencies and international financial insiitas to keep
their programmes systematically under review toueaghe availability in all States,
particularly in developing States, of the econonégal, navigational, scientific and
technical skills necessary for the full implemerdat of the Convention and the
objectives of the present resolution, as well as shstainable development of the
oceans and seas nationally, regionally and globaltyl in so doing to bear in mind
the interests and needs of landlocked developiageSt

14. Encouragesntensified efforts to build capacity for develagicountries,
in particular for the least developed countries antall island developing States, as

2 |pid., vol. 2562, No. 45694.
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well as coastal African States, to improve aidsi&wigation, hydrographic services
and the production of nautical charts, includingotfonic charts, as well as the
mobilization of resources and building of capacitith support from international
financial institutions and the donor community;

15. Calls upon States and international institutions, includingrough
bilateral, regional and global cooperation prograasmtechnical partnerships and
fellowships, to continue to support and strengtlpacity-building activities, in
particular in developing countries, in the field mfrine scientific research by, inter
alia, training personnel to develop and enhanceveait expertise, providing the
necessary equipment, facilities and vessels amustearing environmentally sound
technologies;

16. Also calls uponStates and international institutions, includirfigaugh
bilateral, regional and global cooperation prograasmtechnical partnerships and
fellowships, to support and strengthen capacitylding activities in developing
countries, in particular least developed countead small island developing States,
to develop their maritime administration and apprage legal frameworks to
establish or enhance the necessary infrastructlegislative and enforcement
capabilities to promote effective compliance witinda implementation and
enforcement of their responsibilities under intaroaal law;

17. Further calls upon States and international institutions, including
through bilateral, regional and global cooperatiggrogrammes, technical
partnerships and fellowships, to develop and stifeswy capacity-building activities
in and to transfer to developing countries, in gartar least developed countries
and small island developing States, on mutuallyeadr terms, and taking into
account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Conioms€riteria and Guidelines
on the Transfer of Marine Technology, environmelytabund technologies to study
and minimize the impacts of ocean acidification;

18. Emphasizeshe need to focus on strengthening South-Soutlpeiion
as an additional way to build capacity and as apeoative mechanism to further
enable countries to set their own priorities andedee and to foster actions to
implement such cooperation;

19. Recognizeshe importance of the work of the Internationalifiane Law
Institute of the International Maritime Organizatiowhich celebrated its twenty-
fifth anniversary in 2014, as a centre of educatao training of government legal
advisers, mainly from developing States, confirms éffective capacity-building
role in the field of international law, and urgesates, intergovernmental
organizations and financial institutions to makdwary financial contributions to
the budget of the Institute;

20. Also recognizeshe importance of the World Maritime University tfe
International Maritime Organization as a centre efcellence for maritime
education and research, confirms its effective cépebuilding role in the field of
maritime transportation, policy, administration, magement, safety, security and
environmental protection, as well as its role ire tmternational exchange and
transfer of knowledge, and urges States, intergowental organizations and other
bodies to make voluntary financial contributionsthe University;

21. Welcomesongoing activities for capacity-building so as smdress
maritime security and safety needs and the pradactif the marine environment of
developing States, and encourages States and atienal financial institutions to
provide additional funding for capacity-buildingggrammes, including for transfer
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of technology, including through the Internatiomdritime Organization and other
competent international organizations;

22. Recognizeghe considerable need to provide sustained capaciiding
assistance, including on financial and technicgleass, by relevant international
organizations and donors to developing States, withew to further strengthening
their capacity to take effective measures agaihstrhultiple facets of international
criminal activities at sea, in line with the relenainternational instruments,
including the United Nations Convention against ngmational Organized Crime
and the Protocols therefd;

23. Also recognizeghe need to build the capacity of developing Satie
raise awareness of and support the implementatidmproved waste management
practices, noting the particular vulnerability ahall island developing States to the
impact of marine pollution from land-based souraed marine debris;

24. Further recognizesthe importance of assisting developing States, in
particular the least developed countries and smséhd developing States, as well
as coastal African States, in implementing the Gumion, urges States,
intergovernmental organizations and agencies, natio institutions, non-
governmental organizations and international firiahdnstitutions, as well as
natural and juridical persons, to make voluntanmyaficial or other contributions to
the trust funds, as referred to in resolutions 5%/7/141 and 64/71 of 4 December
2009, established for this purpose, and expredsespipreciation to those that have
contributed®

25. Acknowledgeshe importance of capacity-building for developiftates,
in particular the least developed countries and Ikiiséand developing States, as
well as coastal African States, for the protectafrthe marine environment and the
conservation and sustainable use of marine ressurce

26. Recognizeghat promoting the voluntary transfer of technoloig an
essential aspect of building capacity in marineesce;

27. Encourages States to use the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the TrangférMarine Technology, and
recalls the important role of the secretariat ofatthCommission in the
implementation and promotion of the Criteria andid&lines;

28. Also encourages$tates to consider additional opportunities fopaxty-
building at the regional level;

29. Expresses its appreciatiofor the contribution of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission to capacity-building tlgtouits Ocean Teacher
Academy training system, which has provided tragnimn ocean data and
information management to more than 1,300 studants professionals from more
than 120 countries, and takes note of the settipgputhe Ocean Teacher Global
Academy, operating through a network of regionalirtmg centres, which builds
capacity and promotes expertise available in deyalp countries;

30. Welcomesin this regard, the efforts of the Tribunal inltimg regional
workshops, including the latest workshop on theerdf the Tribunal in the
settlement of disputes relating to the law of tkea &n Eastern and Southern Africa,

21 pid., vols. 2225, 2237, 2241 and 2326, No. 39574.
22 AJ69/71/Add.1, annex.
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held in Nairobi on 8 August 2014 in cooperationiwthe Korea Maritime Institute
and with the assistance of the Government of Kenya;

31. Notes with satisfactiothe efforts of the Division to compile information
on capacity-building initiatives, requests the Ssary-General to continue to
regularly update such information provided by Ssatmternational organizations
and donor agencies and include it in his annuabrepo the General Assembly,
invites States, international organizations and atomgencies to submit such
information to the Secretary-General for this pu@oand requests the Division to
post the information on capacity-building initia¢i¥ from the annual report of the
Secretary-General on the website of the Divisiorameasily accessible manner so
as to facilitate the matching of capacity-buildingeds with opportunities;

32. Calls uponStates to continue to assist developing Stated,esmpecially
the least developed countries and small island ldgweg States, as well as coastal
African States, at the bilateral and, where appiadpr multilateral levels, in the
preparation of submissions to the Commission reigardhe establishment of the
outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200utieal miles, including the
assessment of the nature and extent of the cortdahshelf of a coastal State, and
recalls that coastal States can make requestsetdCtimmission for scientific and
technical advice in the preparation of data foritls@bmissions, in accordance with
article 3 of annex Il to the Convention;

33. Calls upon the Division to continue to disseminate informati@n
relevant procedures related to the trust fund distadbd for the purpose of
facilitating the preparation of submissions to f8emmission and to continue its
dialogue with potential beneficiaries with a view providing financial support to
developing countries for activities to facilitatieeir submissions in accordance with
the requirements of article 76 of the Conventionl avith the Rules of Procedue
and the Scientific and Technical Guidelines of G@mmission?*

34. Requestghe Secretary-General, in cooperation with Stated relevant
international organizations and institutions, tontioue to support training and other
activities to assist developing States in the prapan and presentation of their
submissions to the Commission;

35. Notes with appreciatiorthe contribution of the Division to capacity-
building activities at the national and regionaldés;

36. Invites Member States and others in a position to do ssujpport the
capacity-building activities of the Division, inding, in particular, the training and
other activities to assist developing States ingheparation of their submissions to
the Commission, also invites Member States and retle a position to do so to
contribute to the trust fund established by ther8eay-General for the Office of
Legal Affairs to support the promotion of interrmial law, and expresses its
appreciation to those who have contributed;

37. Recognizes with appreciatiaime important contribution to the capacity-
building of developing countries and the promotiointhe law of the sea made by
the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowshin the Law of the Sea,
which was established by the General Assembly i811&h honour of the first
President of the Third United Nations Conferencetloa Law of the Sea and which,

2 CLCS/40/Rev.1.
24 CLCS/11 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1.
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relying on its network of 17 host institutions, hawarded to date 29 fellowships to
individuals from 25 Member States, welcomes thet fimt the twenty-seventh
award, in 2015, will be made possible thanks to gemerous contributions of
Member State$’ urges Member States and others in a position tosdoto
contribute generously to the further development tfe Fellowship, and
acknowledges the provisions of its resolution oa thnited Nations Programme of
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Disseminatiord aklider Appreciation of
International Law, in particular the request to ®ecretary-General to include in the
regular budget, for consideration by the Assemlfye necessary funding for the
Fellowship with effect from the biennium 2016-201%&hould voluntary
contributions be insufficient for granting at leaste fellowship a yeaf

38. Also recognizes with appreciatiothe important contribution of the
United Nations-Nippon Foundation of Japan FellowshProgramme, which
celebrates its tenth anniversary in 2014 and hasrded 110 fellowships to
individuals from 67 Member States since 2004, tonhn resources development for
developing Member States in the field of ocean iedfand the law of the sea and
related disciplines, as well as the fostering obl@l interlinkages through the
alumni programme, which held its sixth meeting, tedsby the Nippon Foundation
in Tokyo, from 28 November to 3 December 2014,

39. Encourages the competent international organizations, the tébhi
Nations Development Programme and internationadrfmal institutions and funds
to consider expanding their programmes within thegspective fields of
competence for assistance to developing countriek ta coordinate their efforts,
and recognizes the funding available from the Gldbavironment Facility as well
as other funds allocated for projects relating teans;

M1
Meeting of States Parties

40. Notes with satisfactiothat the twenty-fourth Meeting of States Parties t
the Convention, on 9 June 2014, commemorated thentigth anniversary of the
entry into force of the Convention, welcomes th@ae on that Meetin§, also
welcomes the election of seven members of the Tr@buand one member of the
Commission on 11 and 12 June 2014, respecti?®bnd further welcomes the
decisions taken by the twenty-fourth Meeting on dethry matters and regarding
conditions of service of members of the Commissibn;

41. Requestghe Secretary-General to convene the twenty-fNteeting of
States Parties to the Convention, in New York fr@mo 12 June 2015, and to
provide full conference services, including docutagion, as required;

v

Peaceful settlement of disputes

42. Notes with satisfactiomhe continued and significant contribution of the
Tribunal to the settlement of disputes by peacefuwtans in accordance with
Part XV of the Convention, and underlines the intpat role and authority of the

% Resolution 69/117, para. 8.
2 SpLOS/277, paras. 96—-103 and 104—109.
27 SPLOS/275 and SPLOS/276.
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Tribunal concerning the interpretation or applioatiof the Convention and the
Part XI Agreement;

43. Pays tributeto the important and long-standing role of theekniational
Court of Justice with regard to the peaceful seidat of disputes concerning the
law of the sea;

44. Notesthat States parties to an international agreemretdted to the
purposes of the Convention may submit to, intera,althe Tribunal or the
International Court of Justice any dispute concegnithe interpretation or
application of that agreement submitted in accocgawith that agreement, and also
notes the possibility, provided for in the Statutdsthe Tribunal and the Court, to
submit disputes to a chamber;

45. EncouragesStates Parties to the Convention that have nodgee so to
consider making a written declaration, choosingnfrdhe means set out in
article 287 of the Convention for the settlement disputes concerning the
interpretation or application of the Convention aheé Part XI Agreement, bearing
in mind the comprehensive character of the disetitlement mechanism provided
for in Part XV of the Convention;

\Y
TheArea

46. Reiteratesthe importance of the ongoing elaboration and daadization
by the Authority, pursuant to article 145 of therwention, of rules, regulations and
procedures to ensure the effective protection ef tiarine environment, for, inter
alia, the protection and conservation of the ndtueaources of the Area and for the
prevention of damage to the flora and fauna of tharine environment from
harmful effects that may arise from activities hetArea;

47. Notesthe decision taken at the twentieth session of Awhority to
approve amendments to the Regulations on Prosgecéind Exploration for
Polymetallic Nodules in the Aréland to the Regulations on Prospecting and
Exploration for Polymetallic Sulphides in the Aré&%a;

48. Also noteghe increase in the number of contracts with thehrity for
exploration for polymetallic nodules, polymetallisulphides and cobalt-rich
ferromanganese crusts, and further notes the atebeing given by the Council of
the Authority to the drafting of a mining code;

49. Recallsthe relevance of the advisory opinion on the resgdoilities and
obligations of States sponsoring persons and estiiith respect to activities in the
Area, issued by the Seabed Disputes Chamber ofribeinal on 1 February 201%;

50. Notesthe importance of the responsibilities entrustedhte Authority by
articles 143 and 145 of the Convention, which reti@rmarine scientific research
and protection of the marine environment, respedyiyv

51. Recalls that the environmental management plan for theriGha
Clipperton Zone, including the designation, on aypsional basis, of a network of

28 |SBA/20/A/9.
29 ISBA/20/A/10.
%0 See ISBA/LT/AI9.
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areas of particular environmental interest, wasrapged in 2012, to be implemented
over an initial three-year period so that it may ibgproved as more scientific,
technical and environmental baseline and resourssessment data become
available and that, for that purpose, the conductmarine scientific research in
those areas and the supply of available resultthéoAuthority was encouragéd,
and invites the Authority to consider developingdaapproving environmental
management plans in other international seabed zoras, in particular where there
are currently exploration contracts;

52. Expresses its appreciatioto States that have made contributions to the
voluntary trust fund established pursuant to theisien of the Authority at its
eighth sessioff for the purpose of defraying the cost of partitipa of the
members of the Legal and Technical Commission fdemeloping countries and the
members of the Finance Committee from developingntoes in the meetings of
the Commission and of the Committ&egnd to States that have made contributions
to the endowment fund for marine scientific reséairt the Area established by the
Authority at its twelfth sessio#f,for the purpose of promoting and encouraging the
conduct of collaborative marine scientific resealiochthe Area, and encourages
States to make additional contributions to thesedfy

Vi
Effective functioning of the Authority and the Tribunal
53. Commendghe progress in the work of the Authority;
54. Also commendthe work of the Tribunal since its establishment;

55. Appealsto all States Parties to the Convention to payirtlessessed
contributions to the Authority and to the Tribunial full and on time, and also
appeals to States Parties in arrears with theitrdmutions to fulfil their obligations
without delay;

56. Encouragesthe Authority to continue to explore ways to maeathpe
workload resulting from the increasing number ohtacts and applications, and
notes the decisions of the Council of the Authotiiyrequest the Secretary-General
of the Authority to ensure that resources are alted in line with the priorities set
by the Council and the Assembly of the Authority;

57. Notes the decision of the Assembly of the Authority tallcupon
contractors with active exploration contracts withe Authority that are still
considering their position to accept the annualrbead charge established by the
Assembly at its nineteenth session, related toathministration and supervision of
their contracts to ensure equitable burden-shasnmng all contractor® and in
this regard recognizes that a number of contradtarse already accepted the annual
overhead charge;

%l See ISBA/18/C/22.

%2 |ISBA/8/A/L1.

* See ISBA/20/A/2, para. 30.

% |ISBA/12/A/11.

% |SBA/20/C/21 and ISBA/20/C/31.
% See ISBA/20/A/12.
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58. Expresses concerabout the low attendance at the annual sessiotiseof
Assembly of the Authority, noting also the concemeressed with regard to the
scheduling of annual sessions of the Authority dakling into consideration the
great strides made by the Authority in adoptingulagions for the prospecting and
exploration of minerals in the Area, and inviteg thuthority to consider measures
to improve the attendance at its annual sessiomsluding the holding of the
sessions at an earlier time;

59. Notes with satisfactiothat, at its twentieth annual session, the Auttyori
commemorated the twentieth anniversary of its dithiment;

60. Recognizeshe ongoing efforts of the Authority to hold setiwation
seminars to promote awareness of its work, notethis regard the sensitization
seminar on the environmental, legal and techniballenges of deep-sea mining for
developing countries, which was held in Mexico Caty 11 and 12 November 2013,
welcomes the call to include landlocked and othepgyaphically disadvantaged
countries in the seminars, and calls upon otherteStaand regions to consider
inviting the Authority to organize such workshops order to promote wider
participation by the international community in te&ploration and exploitation of
mineral resources in the Area;

61. Calls uponStates that have not done so to consider ratifgingcceding
to the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunitiésthe Tribunaf’ and to the
Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of thetfarity;*®

62. Emphasizesthe importance of the rules and staff regulatiafsthe
Tribunal in promoting the recruitment of a geograyally representative staff in the
Professional and higher categories, and welcomesttions taken by the Tribunal
in observance of those rules and regulations;

Vil
The continental shelf and the work of the Commission

63. Recalls that, in accordance with article 76, paragraphd, the
Convention, information on the limits of the corgmtal shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles from the baselines from which the breadththsf territorial sea is measured
shall be submitted by the coastal State to the Cim®ion set up under annex Il to
the Convention on the basis of equitable geograihrepresentation, that the
Commission shall make recommendations to coasttkeSton matters related to the
establishment of the outer limits of their contitenshelf, and that the limits of the
shelf established by a coastal State on the bdsikese recommendations shall be
final and binding;

64. Also recalls that, in accordance with article 77, paragrapho8,the
Convention, the rights of the coastal State over ¢bntinental shelf do not depend
on occupation, effective or notional, or on any eegs proclamation;

65. Notes with satisfactiothat a considerable number of States Partiesdo th
Convention have submitted information to the Consite regarding the
establishment of the outer limits of the continérsfaelf beyond 200 nautical miles,
in conformity with article 76 of the Convention aratticle 4 of annex Il to the

37 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2167, No. 37925.
% |bid., vol. 2214, No. 39357.
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Convention, taking into account the decision of thleventh Meeting of States
Parties to the Convention containeddRLOS/72 paragraphd);

66. Also notes with satisfactiothat a considerable number of States Parties
to the Convention have submitted to the Secretagypsal, pursuant to the decision
of the eighteenth Meeting of States Parties to tenvention?® preliminary
information indicative of the outer limits of theomwtinental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles and a description of the statugreparation and intended date of
submission in accordance with the requirementsrofla 76 of the Convention and
with the Rules of Procedure and the Scientific arethnical Guidelines of the
Commission, and notes with satisfaction that addiéi submissions referred to in
preliminary information have been filed with the lBmission;

67. Further notes with satisfactionthe progress in the work of the
Commissiof’ and that it is giving current consideration towmber of submissions
that have been made regarding the establishmenthef outer limits of the
continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles;

68. Notes with satisfactiorthat the Commission, taking into account the
decision of the eighteenth Meeting of States Partie the Conventiori! has
compiled lists of websites of organizations, datBimation portals and data
holders where general information and publicly #afalie scientific and technical
data can be accessed that may be relevant to gpamation of submissions, and has
made this information available on its website;

69. Takes noteof the 21 recommendations made by the Commissioithe
submissions of a number of coastal States, andomsds the fact that summaries of
recommendations are being made publicly availabke accordance with
paragraph 11.3 of annex Il to the Rules of Procedyf the Commission;

70. Notes that the consideration by the Commission of sulsioiss by
coastal States in accordance with article 76 of andex Il to the Convention is
without prejudice to the application of other pané the Convention by States
Parties;

71. Also notesthe considerable number of submissions yet to dresidered
by the Commission and the demands that this plamesits members and the
secretariat as provided by the Division, and empessthe need to ensure that the
Commission can perform its functions expeditioudificiently and effectively and
maintain its high level of quality and expertise;

72. Takes note with appreciationf the decision of the Commission at its
thirty-second session regarding the workload of themmission, including to
continue to extend the duration of its sessionsZ0t4 to three sessions of seven
weeks each, including plenary meetif§sand further notes the decision of the
Commission at its thirty-second and thirty-fourttessions to establish new
subcommissions so that nine subcommissions wouldivedg consider
submissiong?

% SPLOS/183, para. Y

40 See CLCS/78, CLCS/80 and CLCS/81.

“1 SPLOS/183, para. 3.

42 S5ee CLCS/80 and Corr.1.

43 See CLCS/80 and Corr.1 and CLCS/83 and Corr.1.
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73. Notesthe decision of the twenty-fourth Meeting of Statearties to the
Convention regarding the conditions of service ftd members of the Commission,
in which it reaffirmed the obligation of States wmdhe Convention whose experts
were serving on the Commission to defray the expensf the experts they had
nominated while in performance of Commission dutie€luding the provision of
medical coveragé$ and urged those States to do their utmost to ense full
participation of those experts in the work of theon@mission, including the
meetings of subcommissions, in accordance withGhavention;

74. Also noteghe decision of the twenty-fourth Meeting of Stafarties to
the Convention to continue the consideration ofeothonditions of service of the
members of the Commission within the open-endedkimgr group established by
the twenty-third Meeting of States Partigs;

75. Requestghe Secretary-General to continue to take appadprineasures,
within overall existing resource levels, to furthstrengthen the capacity of the
Division, serving as the secretariat of the Commoissin order to ensure enhanced
support and assistance to the Commission and itscaeumissions in their
consideration of submissions, as required by palyi© of annex Il to the Rules of
Procedure of the Commission, in particular its hamasources, taking into account
the need for simultaneous work on several submixssio

76. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to provide adcessary
secretariat services to the Commission in accordamith article 2, paragraph 5, of
annex |l to the Convention;

77. Requestghe Secretary-General to take appropriate andlyinmeasures
to ensure secretariat services for the Commissioah ils subcommissions for the
extended duration of time requested in the decigibmhe twenty-first Meeting of
States Parties to the Conventith;

78. Also requestshe Secretary-General, consequently, to contimuallbcate
appropriate and sufficient resources to the Diwisio provide adequate services and
assistance to the Commission in view of the inceeimsthe number of its working
weeks;

79. Expresses its appreciatioto States that have made contributions to the
voluntary trust fund established pursuant to reSoftu 55/7 for the purpose of
facilitating the preparation of submissions to themmission and to the voluntary
trust fund also established pursuant to that rdasmufor the purpose of defraying
the cost of participation of the members of the @ussion from developing States
in the meetings of the Commissi6h,encourages States to make additional
contributions to these funds, and authorizes the as appropriate, of the latter trust
fund, and in accordance with the purpose of iteenf reference, to defray the cost
of the participation of the Chair of the Commissistho is a member of the
Commission nominated by a developing country in Meetings of States Parties to
the Convention;

80. Authorizesthe Secretary-General, as an interim measure ab{est to
the availability of funds in the trust fund estalled pursuant to resolution 55/7 for
facilitating the participation of members of the i@mission from developing States
in the meetings of the Commission, following théahtion of the required funds to
cover the costs of travel and daily subsistencevedince of the members of the
Commission from developing States for the sessiminthe Commission in 2015, to
reimburse those members for the costs of medi@alelrinsurance from that trust
fund on a session-by-session basis and subject t®@asonable limit that the
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Secretary-General shall determine, based on thernmtion regarding medical
travel insurance available to him;

81. Requestshe Secretary-General to provide written informatbn options
for mechanisms to provide medical insurance coverdg members of the
Commission, including costs;

82. Encouragesthe Secretary-General, in this regard, when priongd
information on options for the provision of mediédasurance coverage, to give due
consideration to the exceptional character of them@ission, its working
arrangements and the importance of its work forititternational community;

83. Expresses its intentioto further review the terms of reference for the
trust fund established pursuant to resolution 56f7the purpose of facilitating the
participation of members of the Commission from eleping States in the meetings
of the Commission, after consideration of the imfiation provided by the
Secretary-General on options for mechanisms to igevmedical insurance
coverage to members of the Commission;

84. Requeststhe Secretary-General to provide, in consultatiwith the
Commission, written information on options for prding additional working space
to the Division in order to ensure that the membefsthe Commission have
sufficient working space during their work at thessions of the Commission and its
subcommissions, before the end of April 2015;

85. Approvesthe convening by the Secretary-General of thetykgeventh,
thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth sessions of the Comsion, in New York, from
2 February to 20 March 2015, from 20 July to 4 ®epier 2015 and from
12 October to 27 November 2015, respectively, withl conference services,
including documentation, for the plenary parts bége session$,as well as any
resumed sessions as may be required by the Cononissind requests the
Secretary-General to make every effort to meet éhesjuirements within overall
existing resources;

86. Expresses its firm convictioabout the importance of the work of the
Commission, carried out in accordance with the Gaortion, including with respect
to the participation of coastal States in relevambceedings concerning their
submissions, and recognizes the continued needaftive interaction between
coastal States and the Commission;

87. Expresses its appreciatioto States that have exchanged views in order
to increase understanding of issues, including egtares involved, arising from
the application of article 76 of the Conventionushfacilitating the preparation of
submissions by States, in particular developingte3tato the Commission, and
encourages States to continue to exchange views;

88. Requestshe Secretary-General, in cooperation with MemBéates, to
continue to support workshops or symposiums onndifie and technical aspects of
the establishment of the outer limits of the coatital shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles, taking into account the need to strengthapacity-building for developing
countries in preparing their submissions;

4 From 9 to 13 February and from 9 to 13 March 2@, from 3 to 7 and from 24 to 28 August 2015.
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VI
Maritime safety and security and flag State implementation

89. Encourages States to ratify or accede to international agreets
addressing the safety and security of navigatienwall as maritime labour, and to
adopt the necessary measures consistent with thevebwion and other relevant
international instruments aimed at implementing @mdorcing the rules contained
in those agreements, and emphasizes the need fpacitg-building for and
assistance to developing States;

90. Recognizesthat the legal regimes governing maritime safetyd a
maritime security may have common and mutually fi@icing objectives that may
be interrelated and could benefit from synergies] ancourages States to take this
into account in their implementation;

91. Emphasizeshe need for further efforts to promote a cultofesafety and
security in the shipping industry and to address shortage of adequately trained
personnel, and urges the establishment of moreregnb provide the required
education and training;

92. Also emphasizesthat safety and security measures should be
implemented with minimal negative effects on seafarand fishers, especially in
relation to their working conditions, and welcontie ongoing cooperation between
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unitddtions and the International
Labour Organization on child labour in fisheriesdaaquaculture, particularly the
publication in June 2013 of the Guidance on addngsshild labour in fisheries and
aquaculture, as well as the work that has been wated on the issue of trafficking
in persons and forced labour on fishing vesselsth® United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime and the International Labour Orgation;

93. Welcomesthe consideration by the International Maritimeg@®mization
of the fair treatment of seafarers, and notes ttieption by the Organization on
4 December 2013 of resolution A.1090(28) on the fitsatment of crew members in
respect of shore leave and access to shore-sidéiés;

94. Notes the theme for the 2014 World Maritime Day, “Intational
Maritime Organization conventions: effective implemation”, and also notes the
recommendations of the Legal Committee of the Imh#ional Maritime
Organization regarding ratification and implemerdatof all relevant conventions
of the Organization;

95. Invites States that have not yet done so to become patteshe
International Convention on Standards of Traini@grtification and Watchkeeping
for Seafarers, 197%,as amended, and the International Convention andirds of
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for FispiWessel Personnel, 1995;

96. Notesthe adoption by the International Labour Conferermn 11 June
2014 of the amendments to the Code of the Maritirabour Convention, 2006, to
protect abandoned seafarers and provide finan@aursty for death or long-term
disability of seafarers, invites States that hawé yet done so to become parties to
the Maritime Labour Convention, as amended, and algites States that have not
yet done so to ratify or accede to the Work in KighConvention, 2007 (No. 188)

“5 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1361, No. 23001.
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and the Seafarers’ Identity Documents Conventiogv{Red), 2003 (No. 185¥,of
the International Labour Organization and to effiegly implement all of those
Conventions, and emphasizes the need to provideStates, at their request,
technical cooperation and assistance in that regard

97. Invites States to ratify or accede to the Cape Town Agrgnof 2012 on
the Implementation of the Provisions of the Torréimas Protocol of 1993 relating
to the Torremolinos International Convention foretlsafety of Fishing Vessels,
1977;

98. Welcomesongoing cooperation between the Food and Agricaltu
Organization of the United Nations, the InternatibMaritime Organization and the
International Labour Organization relating to thafety of fishers and fishing
vessels, and underlines the urgent need for coatinvork in that area;

99. Recallsthat all actions taken to combat threats to maugtisecurity must
be in accordance with international law, includitige principles embodied in the
Charter of the United Nations and the Convention;

100. Recognizeghe crucial role of international cooperation &t tglobal,
regional, subregional and bilateral levels in cotibg in accordance with
international law, threats to maritime securitycliding piracy, armed robbery at
sea, and terrorist acts against shipping, offshiostallations and other maritime
interests, through bilateral and multilateral imstrents and mechanisms aimed at
monitoring, preventing and responding to such tteeahe enhanced sharing of
information among States relevant to the detectigmevention and suppression of
such threats, and the prosecution of offenders wdie regard to national
legislation, and the need for sustained capacityding to support such objectives;

101. Acknowledgeghe work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice in promoting international coop&a and strengthening capacity
to combat the problem of transnational organizethercommitted at sea;

102. Notesthat piracy and armed robbery at sea affect a wédhge of vessels
engaged in maritime activities;

103. Emphasizesthe importance of promptly reporting incidents eénable
accurate information on the scope of the problempofcy and armed robbery
against ships and, in the case of armed robberjnagahips, by affected vessels to
the coastal State, underlines the importance odcgiffe information-sharing with
States potentially affected by incidents of piramyd armed robbery against ships,
and notes with appreciation the important role b€ tinternational Maritime
Organization and the important contribution of tlnormation Sharing Centre of
the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combatingadirand Armed Robbery
against Ships in Asia;

104. Urges all States, in cooperation with the Internation®laritime
Organization, to actively combat piracy and armedhrery at sea by adopting
measures, including those relating to assistanceh wapacity-building through
training of seafarers, port staff and enforcemewetrspnnel in the prevention,
reporting and investigation of incidents, by bringithe alleged perpetrators to
justice, in accordance with international law, dndadopting national legislation, as

“8 |bid, vol. 2304, No. 41069.
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well as by providing enforcement vessels and eqeiptmand guarding against
fraudulent ship registration;

105. EncouragesStates to ensure effective implementation of imégional
law applicable to combating piracy, as reflectedhia Convention, calls upon States
to take appropriate steps under their national tavfacilitate, in accordance with
international law, the apprehension and prosecusdibthose who are alleged to have
committed acts of piracy, including the financing facilitation of such acts, also
taking into account other relevant instruments thee consistent with the
Convention, and encourages States to cooperatgppsopriate, with a view to
developing their national legislation in this redar

106. Expresses grave concerat the threats posed by piracy and armed
robbery at sea to the safety and welfare of seedaard other persons;

107. Invites all States, the International Maritime Organizatio the
International Labour Organization and other releviaternational organizations and
agencies to adopt or recommend, as appropriatesumes to protect the interest and
welfare of seafarers and fishers who are victimgioétes, after their release from
captivity, including their post-incident care arglntegration into society;

108. Notes the ongoing cooperation between the InternatiohMdritime
Organization, the United Nations Office on Drugsla@rime and the Division with
respect to the compilation of national legislatimm piracy, also notes that copies of
national legislation received by the Secretariatehbeen placed on the website of
the Division, and encourages the aforementionedidsotb further cooperate with
the view to assisting Member States, upon requedgeveloping their national laws
on piracy;

109. Recognizegontinued national, bilateral and trilateral iaitives as well
as regional cooperative mechanisms, in accordandé wmternational law, to
address piracy, including the financing or factiibm of acts of piracy, and armed
robbery at sea in the Asian region, and calls uptrer States to give immediate
attention to adopting, concluding and implementoapperation agreements at the
regional level on combating piracy and armed roftsgainst ships;

110. Expresses serious concegat the inhuman conditions hostages taken at
sea face in captivity and also the adverse impacttheir families, calls for the
immediate release of all hostages taken at sea, sdrabses the importance of
cooperation among Member States on the issue dhbestaking at sea;

111. Welcomes in this regard, the establishment of the Host&yepport
Programme by the Board of the Trust Fund to Suppoitiatives of States
Countering Piracy off the Coast of Somalfia;

112. Reiterates its serious concemegarding continued incidents of piracy
and armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somabkaresses alarm in particular at
the hijacking of vessels, supports the recent &fféo address this problem at the
global and regional levels, notes the adoptiontry $ecurity Council of resolutions
1816 (2008) of 2 June 2008, 1838 (2008) of 7 OctoR808, 1846 (2008) of
2 December 2008, 1851 (2008) of 16 December 20887 X2009) of 30 November
2009, 1918 (2010) of 27 April 2010, 1950 (2010) &3 November 2010,
1976 (2011) of 11 April 2011, 2015 (2011) of 24 Gmér 2011, 2020 (2011) of

4" See S/2013/623, paras. 11-13.
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22 November 2011, 2036 (2012) of 22 February 21,7 (2012) of 21 November
2012, 2125 (2013) of 18 November 2013 and 2184 42@T 12 November 2014, as
well as the statements by the President of the SgcGouncil of 25 August 2018
and of 19 November 2012° also notes that the authorization in resolution
1816 (2008) and the provisions in resolutions 183808), 1846 (2008),
1851 (2008), 1897 (2009), 1950 (2010), 2020 (2020);7 (2012), 2125 (2013) and
2184 (2014) apply only to the situation in Somasiad do not affect the rights,
obligations or responsibilities of Member Stateslaninternational law, including
any rights or obligations under the Convention,hniéspect to any other situation,
and underscores, in particular, the fact that tleeg not to be considered as
establishing customary international law;

113. Welcomeghe significant decrease in reported incidentpiofcy off the
coast of Somalia, which are at the lowest levetgi2006, continues to be gravely
concerned by the ongoing threat that piracy andearmobbery at sea continue to
pose to the region, and acknowledges Security Cibu@solution 2125 (2013);

114. Recognizeghe International Criminal Police Organization IERPOL)
for operationalizing a global piracy database desiyto consolidate information
about piracy off the coast of Somalia and facibtahe development of actionable
analysis for law enforcement, and urges all Stateshare such information with
INTERPOL for use in the database, through appraerédannels®

115. Notesthe continued efforts within the Contact Group Pmacy off the
Coast of Somalia, following the adoption of SecwrilCouncil resolution
1851 (2008), and commends the contributions of Alites in the efforts to fight
piracy off the coast of Somalia;

116. Recognizeghe primary role of the Federal Government of Shanén
combating piracy and armed robbery against shipfs tbé coast of Somalia,
acknowledges the importance of a comprehensivesarstainable settlement of the
situation in Somalia, and emphasizes the need temd the underlying causes of
piracy and to assist Somalia and States in theore@i strengthening institutional
capacity to fight piracy, including the financing facilitation of acts of piracy, and
armed robbery against ships off the coast of Scanatid to bring to justice those
involved in such acts;

117. Notes the approval by the International Maritime Orgatian of the
guidelines to assist in the investigation of themas of piracy and armed robbery
against ships, revised interim guidance to shipawneship operators and
shipmasters on the use of privately contracted drisecurity personnel on board
ships in the high risk area, revised interim reccenaghations for flag States
regarding the use of privately contracted armedisgcpersonnel on board ships in
the high risk area, revised interim recommendatiéms port and coastal States
regarding the use of privately contracted armedisgcpersonnel on board ships in
the high risk area, interim guidance to private im@e security companies
providing privately contracted armed security pemsel on board ships in the high
risk area, and interim guidance for flag Statesnmeasures to prevent and mitigate
Somalia-based piracy;

8 5/PRST/2010/16; séeesolutions and Decisions of the Security Couiodugust 2010-31 July 2011
49 S/PRST/2012/24; séeesolutions and Decisions of the Security Couiodugust 2012—31 July 2013
0 See $/2012/783, para. 46.
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118. Encourages States to ensure that ships flying their flag gppghip
security measures approved in accordance with natiand international law;

119. Notesthe efforts made by the shipping industry to caepe with the
efforts by States regarding piracy off the coasSoinalia, in particular in assisting
ships that navigate in that area, and recalls theption on 30 November 2011 by
the Assembly of the International Maritime Organiaa of resolution A.1044(27)
on piracy and armed robbery against ships in watéfrthe coast of Somalia;

120. Also notesthe continued implementation of the Code of Conduc
concerning the Repression of Piracy and Armed Roplegainst Ships in the
Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden (Djibdtitide of Conduct), adopted on
29 January 2009 under the auspices of the InteynatiMaritime Organization, in
the four thematic areas of information sharing,irirag, national legislation and
capacity-building;

121. Expresses its deep conceahthe high number of incidents of piracy and
armed robbery at sea in the Gulf of Guinea, inipatar violence against innocent
crew members of vessels, notes the adoption byS#wurity Council of resolutions
2018 (2011) of 31 October 2011 and 2039 (2012)®f2bruary 2012, supports the
recent efforts to address this problem at the dl@al regional levels, recalls the
primary role of States in the region to counter theeat and address the underlying
causes of piracy and armed robbery at sea in thEé &fuGuinea, welcomes the
adoption in Yaoundé on 25 June 2013 of the CodeCohduct concerning the
Repression of Piracy, Armed Robbery against Shmsl lllegal Maritime Activity
in West and Central Africa, and calls upon Stateghe region to implement the
Code of Conduct as soon as possible and consistéht international law, in
particular the Convention;

122. Urges States to ensure the full implementation of resolu A.1069(28)
of the Assembly of the International Maritime Orgeation on prevention and
suppression of piracy, armed robbery against shipd illicit maritime activity in
the Gulf of Guinea;

123. Calls upon States that have not yet done so to become pattiehe
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts imga the Safety of Maritime
Navigatior*and the Protocol for the Suppression of UnlawfultfA@gainst the
Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Contine®helf>* notes the entry into
force on 28 July 2010 of the 2005 Protocol to tren@ention for the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Naviigm®? and of the 2005 Protocol
to the 1988 Protocol for the Suppression of Unldwhiets against the Safety of
Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Sh&lfvites States that have not yet
done so to consider becoming parties to those Bodsp and urges States parties to
take appropriate measures to ensure the effectimplementation of those
instruments through the adoption of legislation.endappropriate;

124. Calls upon States to effectively implement the Internatiorg&tip and
Port Facility Security Code and the amendmentsh#olhternational Convention for

*1 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1678, No. 29004.
52 |nternational Maritime Organization, document LEGMIF.15/21.
%3 International Maritime Organization, document LEGNIF.15/22.
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the Safety of Life at Se¥,and to work with the International Maritime Orgaation
to promote safe and secure shipping while ensufriegdom of navigation;

125. Urges all States, in cooperation with the Internation®laritime
Organization, to improve the protection of offshonestallations by adopting
measures related to the prevention, reporting awedtigation of acts of violence
against installations, in accordance with interoasl law, and by implementing
such measures through national legislation to ensproper and adequate
enforcement;

126. Emphasizeghe progress in regional cooperation, including #ifforts of
littoral States, on the enhancement of safety, sgcand environmental protection
in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, and thiecéive functioning of the
Cooperative Mechanism on Safety of Navigation amdiEbnment Protection in the
Straits of Malacca and Singapore (the Cooperativeh&nism) to promote dialogue
and facilitate close cooperation between the lgtoBtates, user States, shipping
industries and other stakeholders in line with cdeti43 of the Convention, notes
with appreciation the convening of the seventh Ggagion Forum, in Langkawi,
Malaysia, on 22 and 23 September 2014, the sevdhbject Coordination
Committee Meeting, in Langkawi on 24 September 2ahé thirty-ninth Tripartite
Technical Experts Group Meeting, in Langkawi frodh & 26 September 2014, and
the twelfth and thirteenth Aids to Navigation Fur@ommittee Meetings, in
Singapore on 16 and 17 April 2014 and 18 and 1%e8eber 2014, respectively, the
events being key pillars of the Cooperative Meckanialso notes with appreciation
the important role of the Information Sharing Centf the Regional Cooperation
Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robberyresga&ships in Asia, based in
Singapore, and calls upon States to give immediateention to adopting,
concluding and implementing cooperation agreemanhtse regional level;

127. Recognizeshat some transnational organized criminal adesgitthreaten
legitimate uses of the oceans and endanger ths i¥g@eople at sea, as well as the
livelihoods and security of coastal communities;

128. Notesthat transnational organized criminal activitiee diverse and may
be interrelated in some cases and that criminaamimptions are adaptive and take
advantage of the vulnerabilities of States, in jpatar coastal and small island
developing States in transit areas, and calls up$tates and relevant
intergovernmental organizations to increase codpmraand coordination at all
levels to detect and suppress the smuggling of amity, trafficking in persons and
illicit trafficking in firearms, in accordance witimternational law;

129. Recognizeghe importance of enhancing international cooperatt all
levels to fight transnational organized criminatiaities, including illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, withenscope of the United Nations
instruments against illicit drug trafficking, as Weas the smuggling of migrants,
trafficking in persons and illicit trafficking inifearms and criminal activities at sea
falling within the scope of the United Nations Cemtion against Transnational
Organized Crimé®

130. Calls uponStates that have not yet done so to consider beapparties
to the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrantg band, Sea and Air,

% International Maritime Organization, documents 8GICONF.5/32 and 34, and document MSC 81/25/Add.1,
annex 2, resolution MSC.202(81), introducing thegloange identification and tracking of ships system

%5 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2225, No. 39574.
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supplementing the United Nations Convention agaifisdnsnational Organized
Crime,*® the Protocol against the lllicit Manufacturing @nd Trafficking in

Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunitsupplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organigeiime>’ and the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persdaspecially Women and
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convemtiagainst Transnational
Organized Crime® and to take appropriate measures to ensure théctve

implementation;

131. Calls upon States to ensure freedom of navigation, the safety
navigation and the rights of transit passage, @mlaigic sea lanes passage and
innocent passage in accordance with internaticenal In particular the Convention;

132. Welcomeghe work of the International Maritime Organizaticelating to
the protection of shipping lanes of strategic impoce and significance, and in
particular in enhancing safety, security and enwvinental protection in straits used
for international navigation, and calls upon théehmational Maritime Organization,
States bordering straits and user States to coattheir cooperation to keep such
straits safe, secure and environmentally protectadl open to international
navigation at all times, consistent with internatb law, in particular the
Convention;

133. Calls uponuser States and States bordering straits usethfernational
navigation to continue to cooperate by agreementnatters relating to navigational
safety, including safety aids for navigation, anuk tprevention, reduction and
control of pollution from ships, and welcomes deghents in this regard;

134. Calls uponStates that have accepted the amendments to tegubal-1/6

of the International Convention for the Safety dfelat Sea, 1974 to implement the

Code of International Standards and Recommendedctiees for a Safety

Investigation into a Marine Casualty or Marine lsent®® which took effect on

1 January 2010, and, in particular, to comply witle mandatory submission of a
marine safety investigation report to the Interaatil Maritime Organization for

every marine safety investigation conducted inteeay serious marine casualty to
identify trends and develop knowledge and risk-lasscommendation$;

135. Notes the adoption by the Assembly of the Internatiodaritime
Organization at its twenty-eighth session of theotation on guidelines on the
preservation and collection of evidence following allegation of a serious crime
having taken place on board a ship or followingepart of a missing person from a
ship, and pastoral and medical care of personsfti?

136. Recognizesthe important work of the International Hydrograph
Organization, calls upon States that have not yaiedso to consider becoming
members of that Organization, encourages all itsnbmers to actively consider, in
accordance with applicable rules and procedureglieations of States that wish to
become members of that Organization, and urgesStdtes to work with that

* |pid., vol. 2241, No. 39574.

*"Ibid., vol. 2326, No. 39574,

*8 Jbid., vol. 2237, No. 39574.

%9 International Maritime Organization, document MS@284Add.1, annex 3, resolution MSC.257(84).
% International Maritime Organization, document MS@284Add.1, annex 1, resolution MSC.255(84).
®1 See International Maritime Organization, Assemkhotution A.1061(28).

%2 International Maritime Organization, Assembly resioin A.1091(28).

25/50



A/RES/69/245 Oceans and thelaw of the sea

Organization to increase the coverage of hydrogi@ptformation on a global basis
to enhance capacity-building and technical asststarand to promote safe
navigation, particularly through the production amde of accurate electronic
navigational charts, especially in areas used fderhational navigation, in ports
and where there are vulnerable or protected maairas;

137. Also recognizeghe importance of navigational warning servicesdih
on marine meteorological data for the safety ofpshand lives at sea and the
optimization of navigation routes, and notes thdélalmration between the World
Meteorological Organization and the Internationaamfime Organization for the
enhancement of these services and their extensidimet Arctic region;

138. EncouragesStates to continue their efforts in the implemeiota of all
areas of the Action Plan for the Safety of Trans$pof Radioactive Material,
approved by the Board of Governors of the Interoraal Atomic Energy Agency in
March 2004;

139. Notesthat cessation of the transport of radioactive enats through the
regions of small island developing States is aimdte desired goal of small island
developing States and some other countries, anagrézes the right of freedom of
navigation in accordance with international law;atthStates should maintain
dialogue and consultation, in particular under thespices of the International
Atomic Energy Agency and the International Maritil@eganization, with the aim
of improved mutual understanding, confidence-buitdi and enhanced
communication in relation to the safe maritime spart of radioactive materials;
that States involved in the transport of such materare urged to continue to
engage in dialogue with small island developingt&aand other States to address
their concerns; and that these concerns include ftlrether development and
strengthening, within the appropriate forums, aiemmational regulatory regimes to
enhance safety, disclosure, liability, security arampensation in relation to such
transport;

140. Acknowledges in the context of paragraph 139 above, the paaént
environmental and economic impacts of maritime deeits and accidents on coastal
States, in particular those related to the transpdrradioactive materials, and
emphasizes the importance of effective liabilitgiraes in that regard;

141. EncouragesStates to draw up plans and to establish proceddoe
implement the Guidelines on Places of Refuge foip§ShHn Need of Assistance
adopted by the International Maritime Organizatam5 December 200%;

142. Notes that the conditions for the entry into force ofethNairobi
International Convention on the Removal of WrecR807°% have now been met
and that the Convention will enter into force onAgril 2015, and invites States
that have not yet done so to consider becominggmatb this Convention;

143. RequestsStates to take appropriate measures with regachips flying
their flag or of their registry to address hazatlat may be caused by wrecks and
drifting or sunken cargo to navigation or the maranvironment;

144. Calls uponStates to ensure that masters on ships flying fiheg take the
steps required by relevant instruméfits provide assistance to persons in distress

% International Maritime Organization, Assembly resioin A.949(23).
54 |nternational Maritime Organization, document LEGAIF.16/19.

% The International Convention for the Safety ofeLifit Sea, 1974, the International Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, as amended, tiledUsations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
1982, and the International Convention on Salvag§89.
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at sea, and urges States to cooperate and to bakeasures necessary to ensure the
effective implementation of the amendments to théednational Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescliand to the International Convention for the Safety
Life at Se§’ relating to the delivery of persons rescued atteem place of safety, as
well as of the associated Guidelines on the Treatrmé Persons Rescued at S&a;

145. Notesthe entry into force on 1 July 2014 of Interna@bi€onvention for
the Safety of Life at Sea regulation I11/17%,as well as the adoption on
14 December 2012 of the related Guidelines for tltewelopment of plans and
procedures for recovery of persons from the water;

146. Recognizesthat all States must fulfil their search and rescu
responsibilities in accordance with international] including the Convention, and
the ongoing need for the International Maritime @migation and other relevant
organizations to assist, in particular, develop8tgtes both to increase their search
and rescue capabilities, including through the l&thment of additional rescue
coordination centres and regional sub-centres, tmdake effective action to
address, to the extent feasible, the issue of umedhy ships and small craft within
their national jurisdiction, and emphasizes in thisgard the importance of
cooperation for these purposes, including withia framework of the International
Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979;

147. Notesthe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation, the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner fRefugees and other relevant
actors in relation to disembarkation of personscuesl at sea, and notes in this
regard the need to implement all relevant and aaplie international instruments
and the importance of cooperation among States ewviged for in those
instruments;

148. Also noteghat “Protection at sea” was the theme of the sdv®ialogue
on Protection Challenges of the High Commissiormar Refugees, held in Geneva
on 10 and 11 December 2014;

149. Invites States to implement the Revised Guidelines onRtevention of
Access by Stowaways and the Allocation of Respadtisds to Seek the Successful
Resolution of Stowaway Cases adopted by the Internal Maritime Organization
on 2 December 2010;

150. Calls uponStates to continue to cooperate in developing aefm@nsive
approaches to international migration and developmimcluding through dialogue
on all their aspects;

151. Also calls uponStates to take measures to protect fibre-optiarsuine
cables and to fully address issues relating to @heables, in accordance with
international law, as reflected in the Convention;

152. Encouragesgreater dialogue and cooperation among States thed
relevant regional and global organizations throwgdrkshops and seminars on the
protection and maintenance of fibre-optic submamgaéles to promote the security
of such critical communications infrastructure;

% International Maritime Organization, document MS@2B3Add.1, annex 5, resolution MSC.155(78).
57 International Maritime Organization, document MS@2B3Add.1, annex 3, resolution MSC.153(78).
% International Maritime Organization, document MS@2B3Add.2, annex 34, resolution MSC.167(78).
% International Maritime Organization, document MS@221Add.1, annex 2, resolution MSC.338(91).
0 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1405, No. 23489.

" International Maritime Organization, document MS@283Add.1, annex 6, resolution MSC.312(88).
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153. Also encouragesthe adoption by States of laws and regulations
addressing the breaking or injury of submarine ealdr pipelines beneath the high
seas done wilfully or through culpable negligengeaship flying its flag or by a
person subject to its jurisdiction, in accordancighwnternational law, as reflected
in the Convention;

154. Affirms the importance of maintenance, including the repaf
submarine cables, undertaken in conformity witheinfitional law, as reflected in
the Convention;

155. Reaffirmsthat flag, port and coastal States all bear resjility for
ensuring the effective implementation and enforcetra international instruments
relating to maritime security and safety, in acairde with international law, in
particular the Convention, and that flag Statesehgwimary responsibility that
requires further strengthening, including throughcreased transparency of
ownership of vessels;

156. Urges flag States without an effective maritime admirasion and
appropriate legal frameworks to establish or enkatiie necessary infrastructure,
legislative and enforcement capabilities to ensafiective compliance with and
implementation and enforcement of their respongib8 under international law, in
particular the Convention, and, until such actisrntaken, to consider declining the
granting of the right to fly their flag to new veds, suspending their registry or not
opening a registry, and calls upon flag and porat&t to take all measures
consistent with international law necessary to prevthe operation of substandard
vessels;

157. Recognizeshat international shipping rules and standardspagid by the
International Maritime Organization in respect ofamtime safety, efficiency of
navigation and the prevention and control of marpwlution, complemented by
best practices of the shipping industry, have ledat significant reduction in
maritime accidents and pollution incidents, encgesa all States to participate in
the Voluntary International Maritime Organizationekiber State Audit Schenfg,
and notes the decision of the International Mar&i@rganization to institutionalize
the Audit Scheme, with the expected mandatory usthe International Maritime
Organization Instruments Implementation Code (ltid@) from 1 January 2018;

158. Welcomeshe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation
to develop a mandatory code for ships operatingadtar waters (the Polar Code),
and encourages States and competent internatiorgenizations and bodies to
support continued efforts to finalize the Polar €odithin the agreed framework,
with an entry into force as soon as possible;

159. Notesthe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation on
matters related to passenger ship safety in lidhieoent accidents, and encourages
States and competent international organizations laodies to support continued
efforts, including technical cooperation activitiés improve passenger ship safety;

160. Recognizeghat maritime safety can also be improved throegflective
port State control, the strengthening of regionatamgements and increased
coordination and cooperation among them and in@@asransparency and
information-sharing, including among safety andwséy sectors;

2 International Maritime Organization, Assembly resioin A.946(23).

3 See International Maritime Organization, Assemiggolutions A.1018(26), A.1067(28), A.1068(28)
and A.1070(28).
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161. Encouragedlag States to take appropriate measures suffidieachieve
or maintain recognition by intergovernmental arramgnts that recognize
satisfactory flag State performance, includingaagpropriate, satisfactory port State
control examination results on a sustained basith & view to improving quality
shipping and furthering flag State implementatidrrelevant instruments under the
International Maritime Organization as well as raat goals and objectives of the
present resolution;

I X
Marine environment and marine resour ces

162. Emphasizes once agathe importance of the implementation of Part XlI
of the Convention in order to protect and presethve marine environment and its
living marine resources against pollution and pbgbidegradation, and calls upon
all States to cooperate and take measures consigtdnthe Convention, directly or
through competent international organizations,tfar protection and preservation of
the marine environment;

163. Recallsthat in “The future we want”, States noted withncern that the
health of oceans and marine biodiversity are negéti affected by marine
pollution, including marine debris, especially glas persistent organic pollutants,
heavy metals and nitrogen-based compounds, fronuraber of marine and land-
based sources, including shipping and land run-affd that States committed to
take action to reduce the incidence and impactsswéh pollution on marine
ecosystems, including through the effective impletagion of relevant conventions
adopted in the framework of the International Miam# Organization, and the
follow-up of relevant initiatives such as the GlbBrogramme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-baskctivities,* as well as the
adoption of coordinated strategies to this end, #rat they further committed to
take action, by 2025, based on collected scientifata, to achieve significant
reductions in marine debris to prevent harm todbastal and marine environment;

164. EncouragesStates, in accordance with the commitment expiksse
“The future we want” and based on collected scfantiata, to take action by 2025
to achieve significant reductions in marine dehoiprevent harm to the coastal and
marine environment;

165. Notesthe work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Clim@teange, notes
with concern its recent findings on the acidificati of oceans and the impact
thereon, as well as the findings of the World Metdogical Organization contained
in its annualGreenhouse Gas Bulletirand in this regard encourages States and
competent international organizations and otheewvaht institutions, individually
and in cooperation, to urgently pursue further a#sk on ocean acidification,
especially programmes of observation and measurgmmgting in particular the
continued work under the Convention on BiologicaN@sity’” and paragraphs 6
to 10 of decision XII/23 on marine and coastal livedsity, adopted at the twelfth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to thev@ation on Biological Diversity,
held in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, from 6 o Qctober 2014° and to
increase national, regional and global efforts dalr@ss levels of ocean acidity and
the negative impact of such acidity on vulnerablarime ecosystems, particularly
coral reefs;

™ AI51/116, annex |L.
75 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1760, No. 30619.
76 See United Nations Environment Programme, docutd®iP/CBD/COP/12/29, Sect. I.
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166. Expresses concernin this regard, at the recent findings of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change on thdifazation of the oceans and
the substantial risks to marine ecosystems, esppgqgi@lar ecosystems and coral
reefs, and the potentially detrimental consequericefisheries and livelihoods;

167. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States called forpport for
initiatives that address ocean acidification and tmpacts of climate change on
marine and coastal ecosystems and resources atllisinegard, reiterated the need
to work collectively to prevent further ocean aficktion, as well as to enhance the
resilience of marine ecosystems and of the comnmaesiivhose livelihoods depend
on them, and to support marine scientific reseambnitoring and observation of
ocean acidification and particularly vulnerable ggstems, including through
enhanced international cooperation in this regard;

168. Welcomesin this regard, the holding of the Internatiodbrkshop on
Ocean Acidification: State-of-the-science considieras for small island developing
States, whose communities are particularly vulnkrato the impacts of ocean
acidification, on 28 and 29 August 2014 in Apiate®the report of the co-chairs of
the Workshop, and encourages the holding of similarkshops in the future;

169. Notes with concerthe approximately 30 per cent increase in theiacid
of ocean surface waters since the beginning of itftistrial erd’ and the wide
range of impacts associated with the continuing atetming acidification of the
world’s oceans, and urges States to make signifiedfiorts to tackle the causes of
ocean acidification, recognizing countries natiomélcumstances and respective
capabilities, and to further study and minimize itapacts, to enhance local,
national, regional and global cooperation in thégard, including the sharing of
relevant information and the development of worldicapacity, including in
developing countries, to measure ocean acidificgtiand to take steps to make
marine ecosystems healthier and, as a result, msiBent, to the extent possible, to
the impacts of ocean acidification;

170. Recognizeghe attention paid to ocean acidification at tlwirfeenth
meeting of the Informal Consultative Process, aathmits itself to continue to pay
attention to this important issue, including by itek into account the first global
integrated marine assessment and the ongoing wérthe Ocean Acidification
International Coordination Centre of the InternatibAtomic Energy Agency;

171. Encourages States, individually or in collaboration with reknt
international organizations and bodies, to enhatheér scientific activity to better
understand the effects of climate change on theimaaenvironment and marine
biodiversity and develop ways and means of adamtattaking into account, as
appropriate, the precautionary approach and ecesysipproaches;

172. Notes with appreciationin this regard, the convening of the twentieth
session of the Conference of the Parties to thetddniNations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, in Lima from 1 to O€cember 2014, and
recognizes the importance of raising awarenesshefadverse impact of climate
change on the marine environment and marine bioditye

173. Encourages States that have not yet done so to become pattes
international agreements addressing the protecaioth preservation of the marine
environment and its living marine resources agaiti& introduction of harmful
aquatic organisms and pathogens and marine pofiutiom all sources, including

" As stated in the 2013 report of Working Group khué Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change on
the physical science basis of climate change.
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the dumping of wastes and other matter, and othen$ of physical degradation, as
well as agreements that provide for preparednessdsponse to and cooperation on
pollution incidents and that include provisions bability and compensation for
damage resulting from marine pollution, and to ad¢ipe necessary measures
consistent with international law, including the iv@ntion, aimed at implementing
and enforcing the rules contained in those agreésnen

174. Recallsthat in “The future we want”, States noted thensiigant threat
that alien invasive species pose to marine ecomst@nd resources and committed
to implement measures to prevent the introductiord ananage the adverse
environmental impacts of alien invasive speciegluding, as appropriate, those
adopted in the framework of the International Miam# Organization;

175. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to consideryiagf or
acceding to the International Convention for then@ol and Management of Ships’
Ballast Water and Sediments, 2084hereby facilitating its early entry into force;

176. Encourages States, directly or through competent internatlona
organizations, to consider the further developmamd application, as appropriate
and consistent with international law, includingetonvention, of environmental
impact assessment processes covering planned teesiwinder their jurisdiction or
control that may cause substantial pollution osmnificant and harmful changes to
the marine environment, and also encourages themuonication of the reports of
the results of such assessments to the competéetnational organizations in
accordance with the Convention;

177. Notes with satisfactiorihat 2014 marks the fortieth anniversary of the
Regional Seas Programme of the United Nations Bmirent Programme, and
encourages States that have not done so to becoante9 to regional seas
conventions addressing the protection and presenvaif the marine environment;

178. EncouragesStates, in accordance with international law, uéhg the
Convention and other relevant instruments, eithikxtérally or regionally, to jointly
develop and promote contingency plans for respampdin pollution incidents, as
well as other incidents that are likely to havensigant adverse effects on the
marine environment and biodiversity;

179. Recognizeghe importance of improving understanding of theact of
climate change on oceans and seas, and recallsntf@he future we want”, States
noted that sea-level rise and coastal erosion ar®mss threats for many coastal
regions and islands, particularly in developing mwoies and, in this regard, called
upon the international community to enhance itor# to address these challenges;

180. Notes with concernthe severe impacts on coastal communities of
extreme weather events such as tropical cyclon@sassociated storm surges, and
encourages cooperative actions by relevant Unitedtiods bodies and
organizations, including the World Meteorologicatg@nization, to assist States in
improving forecasting of such events and its amgilan in multi-hazard early
warning systems and risk management;

181. Also notes with concerrthat the health of the oceans and marine
biodiversity are negatively affected by marine dspespecially plastic, from land-
based and marine sources, and thus recognizesethe for better understanding of
the sources, amounts, pathways, distribution tremdsure and impacts of marine
debris, and in this regard invites States to immamresolution 1/6 on marine

8 |International Maritime Organization, document BWM/MB36, annex.
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plastics debris and microplastics, adopted by theitdd Nations Environment
Assel;r;bly of the United Nations Environment Prograenan its first session in June
2014;

182. Welcomes the activities of relevant United Nations bodienda
organizations, in particular the United Nations Eomment Programme, the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Natioasd the International Maritime
Organization and other intergovernmental organ@aj to address the sources and
impacts of marine debris, including through the i&bPartnership on Marine Litter,
as well as actions relating to marine debris takewler the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Anim&Psn particular the adoption by
the Conference of the Parties to that Convention itat tenth meeting of
resolution 10.4 on marine debris, and notes themeavork of the International
Whaling Commission on assessing the impacts of meadiebris on cetaceans;

183. EncouragesStates to further develop partnerships with indusind civil
society to raise awareness of the extent of theaohpf marine debris on the health
and productivity of the marine environment and amsent economic loss;

184. Urges States to integrate the issue of marine debris imdtional and, as
appropriate, regional strategies dealing with wasi@nagement, especially in the
coastal zone, ports and maritime industries, inicigdrecycling, reuse, reduction
and disposal, to consider developing an integratadte management infrastructure
and to encourage the development of appropriate@unic incentives with the aim
of reducing marine debris to address this issueluging the development of cost-
recovery systems that provide an incentive to uset peception facilities and
discourage ships from discharging marine debriseat, and support for measures to
prevent, reduce and control pollution from any s®yrincluding land-based
sources, such as community-based coastal and wayeckean-up and monitoring
activities, and encourages States to cooperateomafjiy and subregionally to
identify potential sources and coastal and ocedod@tions where marine debris
aggregates and to develop and implement joint préee and recovery programmes
for marine debris as well as to raise awarenegh@fissue of marine debris and the
need to consider environmentally sound optionsitoremoval;

185. Notesthe work of the International Maritime Organizatido prevent
pollution from ships;

186. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to become paigbe
Protocol of 1997 (annex VI — Regulations for thee¥ntion of Air Pollution from
Ships) to the International Convention for the Rretion of Pollution from Ships,
1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relatihgreto, as amendé&d;

187. Also encourage$tates that have not yet done so to become pddidse
1996 Protocol to the Convention on the PreventibMarine Pollution by Dumping
of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (the London Proljoc

188. Notesthe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation and
the resolution on International Maritime Organipatipolicies and practices related
to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions froims$?

¥ seeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Sixtyin@ession, Supplement No.(2869/25), annex.
8 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1651, No. 28395.

81 |nternational Maritime Organization, document ME®ZZ24/Add.1, annex 19, resolution MEPC.203(62).
8 |nternational Maritime Organization, Assembly resioin A.963(23).
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189. Urges States to cooperate in correcting the shortfall port waste
reception facilities in accordance with the actplan to address the inadequacy of
port waste reception facilities developed by thetetnational Maritime
Organization;

190. Recognizeshat most of the pollution load of the oceans eatas from
land-based activities and affects the most prodectiareas of the marine
environment, and calls upon States, as a matt@riofity, to implement the Global
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Mariknvironment from Land-
based Activities and to take all appropriate measuo fulfil the commitments of
the international community embodied in the Mariaclaration on Furthering the
Implementation of the Global Programme of Actiom tbe Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-based Activitié3;

191. Expresses its concemegarding the spreading of hypoxic dead zones and
harmful algal blooms in oceans as a result of eahtroation fuelled by riverine run-
off of fertilizers, sewage outfall and reactiverogen resulting from the burning of
fossil fuels and resulting in serious consequenfmesecosystem functioning, and
calls upon States to enhance their efforts to redewtrophication, particularly by
reducing total nutrient pollution from land-basedusces and, to this effect, to
continue to cooperate within the framework of reetinternational organizations,
in particular the Global Programme of Action;

192. Calls upon all States to ensure that urban and coastal dpwedot
projects and related land-reclamation activitieg @arried out in a responsible
manner that protects the marine habitat and enwienmt and mitigates the negative
consequences of such activities;

193. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to take, as aeqiossible,
the domestic measures necessary to enable themesd their obligations upon
ratification and thereafter to ratify, accept, apyg or accede to the Minamata
Convention on Mercur§/; with a view to its entry into force as soon asgibk;

194. Welcomeghe continued work of States, the United NatiomviEbnment
Programme and regional organizations in the impletaton of the Global
Programme of Action, and encourages increased esiploa the link between fresh
water, the coastal zone and marine resources inntpéementation of international
development goals, including those contained in thated Nations Millennium
Declaration® and of the time-bound targets in the Plan of Impdatation of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development (JohannesbuPlan of
Implementation), in particular the target on sanitation, and the ntégorey
Consensus of the International Conference on Fimanfor Development®

195. Recalls the resolution of the thirtieth Consultative Mewefi of
Contracting Parties to the Convention on the Pr&eenof Marine Pollution by
Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (the Lan@mnvention) and the third
Meeting of Contracting Parties to the London Profpteld from 27 to 31 October
2008, on the regulation of ocean fertilizati®nin which the Contracting Parties
agreed, inter alia, that the scope of the Londomv@ation and Protocol includes
ocean fertilization activities and that, given theesent state of knowledge, ocean
fertilization activities other than for legitimatecientific research should not be

8 United Nations Environment Programme, document B{IEEPI)/GPA/IGR.3/6, annex.
8 United Nations Environment Programme, document B{IE IE)/Hg/CONF/4, annex IL.

8 Report of the International Conference on Finagdior Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18—22 March
2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.I1.)AGhap. |, resolution 1, annex.

8 International Maritime Organization, document LG1®) annex 6, resolution LC-LP.1 (2008).

33/50



A/RES/69/245 Oceans and thelaw of the sea

allowed, and that scientific research proposalsutthbe assessed on a case-by-case
basis using an assessment framework to be developd¢ke scientific groups under
the London Convention and Protocol, and also agitéed, to this end, such other
activities should be considered as contrary to dimas of the London Convention
and Protocol and should not currently qualify foyeexemption from the definition

of dumping in article Ill, paragraph b), of the London Convention and article 1,
paragraph 4.2, of the London Protocol;

196. Also recallsthe resolution of the thirty-second Consultativedting of
Contracting Parties to the London Convention aral fifth Meeting of Contracting
Parties to the London Protocol, held from 11 toQ&ober 2010, on the Assessment
Framework for Scientific Research Involving Oceaartfiization?’

197. Notes the continued work of the Contracting Parties te tLondon
Convention and Protocol towards a global, transpia@nd effective control and
regulatory mechanism for ocean fertilization adieg and other activities that fall
within the scope of the London Convention and Pcotcand have the potential to
cause harm to the marine environment, and notesr¢bent amendments to the
Protocol on this mattef,

198. Recallsdecision I1X/16 C, adopted at the ninth meetinghef Conference
of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Dsi¢y, held in Bonn, Germany,
from 19 to 30 May 200§’ in which the Conference of the Parties, inter dii@aring
in mind the ongoing scientific and legal analysczworring under the auspices of the
London Convention and Protocol, requested partied @arged other Governments,
in accordance with the precautionary approach, nieuee that ocean fertilization
activities were not carried out until there wasaatequate scientific basis on which
to justify such activities, including an assessmehtassociated risks, and that a
global, transparent and effective control and ratply mechanism was in place for
those activities, with the exception of small-scat@entific research studies within
coastal waters, and stated that such studies shmulauthorized only if justified by
the need to gather specific scientific data, sholoéd subject to a thorough prior
assessment of the potential impacts of the reseaftidies on the marine
environment, should be strictly controlled and sldowot be used for generating and
selling carbon offsets or for any other commergiairposes, and takes note of
decision X/29, adopted at the tenth meeting of @omference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, held in Nagoydgpan, from 18 to 29 October
2010, in which the Conference of the Parties requestadigs to implement
decision 1X/16 C;

199. Also recallsthat in “The future we want”, States stressed rtlo@incern
about the potential environmental impacts of océariilization, recalled in this
regard the decisions related to ocean fertilizatiadopted by the relevant
intergovernmental bodies, and resolved to contiaddressing ocean fertilization
with utmost caution, consistent with the precausionapproach;

200. Reaffirms paragraph 119 of resolution 61/222 of 20 DecemB606
regarding ecosystem approaches and oceans, inglutlanproposed elements of an
ecosystem approach, means to achieve implementatican ecosystem approach
and requirements for improved application of an stem approach, and in this
regard:

87 International Maritime Organization, document LZ15 and Corr.1, annex 5, resolution LC-LP.2 (2010)
8 International Maritime Organization, document LQ13; annex 4, resolution LP.4(8).

8 See United Nations Environment Programme, docutdbiEP/CBD/COP/9/29, annex I.

% See United Nations Environment Programme, docutdbiEP/CBD/COP/10/27, annex.
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(@) Notes that continued environmental degradationmiany parts of the
world and increasing competing demands requirergent response and the setting
of priorities for management actions aimed at covisg ecosystem integrity;

(b) Also notes that ecosystem approaches to oceamgeament should be
focused on managing human activities in order tonta@n and, where needed,
restore ecosystem health to sustain goods and amwiental services, provide social
and economic benefits for food security, sustaimelihoods in support of
international development goals, including thosentammed in the Millennium
Declaration, and conserve marine biodiversity;

(¢) Recalls that States should be guided in the appbn of ecosystem
approaches by a number of existing instrumentgainticular the Convention, which
sets out the legal framework for all activities the oceans and seas, and its
implementing Agreements, as well as other committsiesuch as those contained in
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the WbrSBummit on Sustainable
Development call for the application of an ecosyst@pproach by 2010, and in this
context encourages States to enhance their efftotgards applying such an
approach;

(d) Encourages States to cooperate and coordinate #frts and take,
individually or jointly, as appropriate, all meassr in conformity with international
law, including the Convention and other applicablstruments, to address impacts
on marine ecosystems within and beyond areas abmalt jurisdiction, taking into
account the integrity of the ecosystems concerned;

201. Recallsthat in “The future we want”, States committed rttezlves to
protect and restore the health, productivity andilence of oceans and marine
ecosystems, to maintain their biodiversity, enaglitheir conservation and
sustainable use for present and future generatians, to effectively apply an
ecosystem approach and the precautionary approachthé management, in
accordance with international law, of activitiesviry an impact on the marine
environment, to deliver on all three dimensionso$tainable development;

202. Encouragescompetent organizations and bodies that have ebtdgne
so to incorporate an ecosystem approach into thwindates, as appropriate, in
order to address impacts on marine ecosystems;

203. Invites States, in particular those States with advanamdhriology and
marine capabilities, to explore prospects for impng cooperation with and
assistance to developing States, in particulartlel@veloped countries and small
island developing States, as well as coastal Afri&dates, with a view to better
integrating into national policies and programmesstainable and effective
development in the marine sector;

204. Notes the information compiled by the Secretafiain relation to the
assistance available to and measures that may ken thy developing States, in
particular the least developed countries and smsédhd developing States, as well
as coastal African States, to realize the benedfitssustainable and effective
development of marine resources and uses of thans;eas provided by States and
competent international organizations and global eegional funding agencies, and
urges them to provide information for the annugbae of the Secretary-General
and for incorporation on the website of the Divisio

%1 A/63/342.
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205. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to consideryragf or
acceding to the Hong Kong International Conventidor the Safe and
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 208% facilitate its early entry into
force;

206. Encouragescontinued cooperation between the parties to theseB
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Moversesit Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal’ and the International Maritime Organization on uksgions on the
prevention of pollution from ships;

207. Notes the role of the Basel Convention in protecting thearine
environment against the adverse effects which nesult from such wastes;

208. Notes with concermhe potential for serious environmental conseqesnc
resulting from oil spill incidents, urges Statesnsistent with international law, to
cooperate, directly or through competent internaaloorganizations, and share best
practices, in the fields of protection of the marianvironment, human health and
safety, prevention, emergency response and mitigatiand in this regard
encourages the undertaking of and collaborationsoientific research, including
marine scientific research, to better understane tonsequences of marine oil
spills;

209. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to consideryiatf or
acceding to the International Convention on Oil IRbbn Preparedness, Response
and Cooperation, 1990 and the Protocol on Preparedness, Response and
Cooperation to Pollution Incidents by Hazardous &lukious Substances, 2000, of
the International Maritime Organization, and insthiegard to consider developing
and joining regional arrangements to enhance istttonal cooperation for
combating major oil and hazardous substances pohuhcidents;

210. EncouragesStates to consider becoming parties to the 20XQoRol to
the 1996 International Convention on Liability a@bmpensation for Damage in
Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and NosiSubstances by S&%;

X
Marine biodiversity

211. Reaffirmsits central role relating to the conservation audtainable use
of marine biological diversity beyond areas of padl jurisdiction, notes the work
of States and relevant intergovernmental organdiretiand bodies on those issues,
and invites them to contribute, within the areastlodir respective competence, to
the consideration of these issues within the precestiated by the General
Assembly in resolution 66/23%;

212. Welcomesthe holding of the first and second meetings of thd Hoc
Open-ended Informal Working Group, on the scopeapeters and feasibility of an
international instrument under the Convention, camd in New York from 1 to
4 April 2014 and from 16 to 19 June 2014, in aceorce with paragraphs 198 to
200 of resolution 68/70, within the process iniidtby the General Assembly in
resolution 66/231, with a view to ensuring that thegal framework for the

2 |nternational Maritime Organization, document SRNFM5.

% United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1673, No. 28911.

% Ibid., vol. 1891, No. 32194.

% |nternational Maritime Organization, document LEGAIF.17/10.
% Resolution 66/231, para. 167.
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conservation and sustainable use of marine biodityerin areas beyond national
jurisdiction effectively addresses those issuesdantifying gaps and ways forward,
including through the implementation of existingsiruments and the possible
development of a multilateral agreement under tloev@ntion, and takes note of
the exchange of views and progress made at thos¢imys?

213. Reaffirmsthe commitment made by States in “The future wentvdo
address, on an urgent basis, building on the wofrkhe Ad Hoc Open-ended
Informal Working Group and before the end of thetwininth session of the
General Assembly, the issue of the conservation sumstainable use of marine
biological diversity of areas beyond national jdittion, including by taking a
decision on the development of an internationatrimeent under the Convention,
and recalls its decision, in resolution 68/70, tstablish a process within the
Working Group to prepare for such action;

214. Reaffirmsits request in resolution 68/70, for the Ad Hoc Open-ended
Informal Working Group, within its mandate estahksl by resolution 66/231 and in
the light of resolution 67/78, and in order to paep for the decision on the
development of an international instrument under @onvention to be taken at the
sixty-ninth session of the General Assembly, to malkcommendations to the
Assembly at the Working Group meeting to be helghfr20 to 23 January 2015 on
the scope, parameters and feasibility of an intéomal instrument under the
Convention;

215. Recallsits decision in resolution 68/70, to that end,tthlae Ad Hoc
Open-ended Informal Working Group should meet taree meetings of four days
each, with the possibility of the General Assemtdgciding that additional meetings
would be held, if needed, within existing resources

216. Recallsits requestto the Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal
Working Group, in order to inform the deliberatioosthe Working Group, to invite
Member States to submit their views on the scopeameters and feasibility of an
international instrument under the Convention, éarculation by the Division to
Member States as an informal working document cdimgpithe views of States no
later than three weeks before the first meetingh&f Working Group, and decides
that this informal working document will be updatedhd circulated prior to
subsequent meetings;

217. Recognizeshe abundance and diversity of marine genetic uesss and
their value in terms of the benefits, goods andises they can provide;

218. Also recognizeghe importance of research on marine genetic nessu
for the purpose of enhancing the scientific undewding, potential use and
application, and enhanced management of marineyst®ss;

219. EncouragesStates and international organizations, includitgough
bilateral, regional and global cooperation prograasnand partnerships, to continue
in a sustainable and comprehensive way to suppprdmote and strengthen
capacity-building activities, in particular in ddeping countries, in the field of
marine scientific research, taking into account, particular, the need to create
greater taxonomic capabilities;

220. Notes the work under the Jakarta Mandate on Marine arahstal
Biological Diversity®” and the Convention on Biological Diversity elabeg

9 See A/51/312, annex Il, decision 11/10.
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programme of work on marine and coastal biologichversity,®® and, while
reiterating the central role of the General Assgmiglating to the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyareas of national jurisdiction,
notes with appreciation the complementary technaxadl scientific work done by
the Conference of the Parties to the ConventioBimtogical Diversity;

221. Reaffirms the need for States, individually or through conee
international organizations, to urgently consideayw to integrate and improve,
based on the best available scientific informataord the precautionary approach
and in accordance with the Convention and relagg@g@ments and instruments, the
management of risks to the marine biodiversity eamounts, cold water corals,
hydrothermal vents and certain other underwatetufes;

222. Calls uponStates and international organizations to urgetdke further
action to address, in accordance with internatida&l, destructive practices that
have adverse impacts on marine biodiversity andgsgstems, including seamounts,
hydrothermal vents and cold water corals;

223. Calls uponStates to strengthen, in a manner consistent wtdrnational
law, in particular the Convention, the conservatiand management of marine
biodiversity and ecosystems and national policiesrélation to marine protected
areas;

224. Recallsthat in “The future we want”, States reaffirmec timportance of
area-based conservation measures, including mariotected areas, consistent with
international law and based on best available ddieninformation, as a tool for
conservation of biological diversity and sustairehlse of its components, and
noted decision X/2 of the tenth Meeting of the Garehce of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, that by 2020) fer cent of coastal and marine
areas, especially areas of particular importance Hmdiversity and ecosystem
services, are to be conserved through effectivelyd aequitably managed,
ecologically representative and well-connected eslyst of protected areas and other
effective area-based conservation measiftes;

225. Encourages States, in this regard, to further progress towatte
establishment of marine protected areas, includiegresentative networks, and
calls upon States to further consider options tentify and protect ecologically or
biologically significant areas, consistent withémtational law and on the basis of
the best available scientific information;

226. Reaffirms the need for States to continue and intensify rthefforts,
directly and through competent international orgations, to develop and facilitate
the use of diverse approaches and tools for coisgrand managing vulnerable
marine ecosystems, including the possible estaflésit of marine protected areas,
consistent with international law, as reflectedtle Convention, and based on the
best scientific information available;

227. Notesthe work of States, relevant intergovernmentalamigations and
bodies, including the Convention on Biological Disity, in the assessment of
scientific information on and compilation of ecologl criteria for the identification
of marine areas that may require protection, in kight of the objective of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development to devetop facilitate the use of

% United Nations Environment Programme, document BNIBD/COP/7/21, annex, decision VII/5,
annex .
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diverse approaches and tools, such as ecosystenoages and the establishment
of marine protected areas consistent with inteoredl law, as reflected in the

Convention, and based on scientific information,climling representative

networks?t’

228. Recalls that the Conference of the Parties to the Conwentbn
Biological Diversity, at its ninth meeting, adoptsdientific criteria for identifying
ecologically or biologically significant marine a® in need of protection in open-
ocean waters and deep-sea habitats and scientifitagce for selecting areas to
establish a representative network of marine ptetkcreas, including in open-
ocean waters and deep-sea habitatmtes the ongoing work under the Convention
on Biological Diversity on the application of theisntific criteria for ecologically
or biologically significant marine areas throughetlorganization of a series of
regional workshops, and also recalls that the Faond Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations has developed guidance for tientification of vulnerable
marine ecosystems through the International Gumgsli for the Management of
Deep-sea Fisheries in the High Seas;

229. Notesthe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation to
identify and designate as Particularly Sensitivea @eeas marine areas which are
recognized for their significance in terms of eajilmal, socioeconomic or scientific
criteria and are vulnerable to damage by intermatichipping activities®

230. Acknowledgesthe Micronesia Challenge, the Eastern Tropicalifiac
Seascape project, the Caribbean Challenge and dhal Criangle Initiative, which
in particular seek to create and link domestic marprotected areas to better
facilitate ecosystem approaches, and reaffirms nked for further international
cooperation, coordination and collaboration in supf such initiatives;

231. Notesthe efforts of the Sargasso Sea Alliance, ledhey Government of
Bermuda, to raise awareness of the ecological aarice of the Sargasso Sea,;

232. Reiteratedts supportfor the International Coral Reef Initiative, notde
International Coral Reef Initiative General Meetihgld in Okinawa, Japan, from
20 to 23 October 2014, and supports the elaborgtedramme of work of the
Convention on Biological Diversity on marine andastal biological diversity
related to coral reefs under the Jakarta Mandatéanne and Coastal Biological
Diversity;

233. Recallsthat in “The future we want”, States recognize@ ignificant
economic, social and environmental contributionscofal reefs, in particular to
islands and other coastal States, as well as tgréfgiant vulnerability of coral reefs
and mangroves to impacts, including from climatearode, ocean acidification,
overfishing, destructive fishing practices and ptbn, and supported international
cooperation with a view to conserving coral reefdamangrove ecosystems and
realizing their social, economic and environmertiahefits, as well as facilitating
technical collaboration and voluntary informatiomasing;

234. Encourages States and relevant international institutions itoprove
efforts to address coral bleaching by, inter alaproving monitoring to predict and
identify bleaching events, supporting and strengthg action taken during such

% United Nations Environment Programme, document BIEBD/COP/9/29, annex |, decision IX/20,
annexes | and Il.

19 |nternational Maritime Organization, Assembly resion A.982(24).
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events and improving strategies to manage reefsupiport their natural resilience
and enhance their ability to withstand other presspincluding ocean acidification,
and in this regard also encourages States to imphénthe priority actions to

achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 10 for coral reefand closely associated
ecosystems, adopted by the twelfth meeting of tbaf€rence of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity’

235. Encourages States to cooperate, directly or through competent
international bodies, in exchanging informationtire event of accidents involving
vessels on coral reefs and in promoting the develpt of economic assessment
techniques for both restoration and non-use vatfeoral reef systems;

236. Emphasizeghe need to mainstream sustainable coral reef gemant
and integrated watershed management into natioeaéldpment strategies, as well
as into the activities of relevant United Nationgeacies and programmes,
international financial institutions and the dormmmmunity;

237. Notesthat ocean noise has potential significant advérggacts on living
marine resources, affirms the importance of souciémgific studies in addressing
this matter, encourages further research, studiescansideration of the impacts of
ocean noise on living marine resources, notes tbekvof States and competent
international organizations in that regard, anduesjs the Division to continue to
compile the peer-reviewed scientific studies iteiwes from Member States and
intergovernmental organizations pursuant to panalgri07 of resolution 61/222
and, as appropriate, to make them, or referencdsliaks to them, available on its
website;

238. Notesthe approval of the International Maritime Orgaatipn Guidelines
for the reduction of underwater noise from commalrshipping to address adverse
impacts on marine life;

X1
Marine science

239. Calls upon States, individually or in collaboration with eadther or
with competent international organizations and lesdito continue to strive to
improve understanding and knowledge of the oceamsthe deep sea, including, in
particular, the extent and vulnerability of deea ¢e@odiversity and ecosystems, by
increasing their marine scientific research aciigt in accordance with the
Convention;

240. Encouragesin that regard, relevant international organiaas and other
donors to consider supporting the Endowment Fundhef International Seabed
Authority in order to promote the conduct of coltahtive marine scientific research
in the international seabed area by supportingpdmticipation of qualified scientists
and technical personnel from developing countries relevant programmes,
initiatives and activities;

241. Notesthe partnership between the Division and the ugernmental
Oceanographic Commission on a training programmeananine scientific research
under the Convention, and encourages States, nelanéernational organizations
and other donors to consider supporting the iritegt

242. Invites all relevant organizations, funds, programmes hodies within
the United Nations system, in consultation withemgisted States, to coordinate
relevant activities with regional and national nmeriscientific and technological
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centres in small island developing States, as gppate, to ensure the more
effective achievement of their objectives in ac@orde with relevant United Nations
small island developing States development programand strategies;

243. Notes the resolution adopted by the Executive Council tfe
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission atatsyfseventh session, held in
Paris from 1 to 4 July 2014, regarding the adoptadnthe Second International
Indian Ocean Expeditiotf* and invites States to participate in this initvat

244. Notes with appreciatiothe work of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission, with the advice of the Advisory Bodytxperts on the Law of the Sea,
on the development of procedures for the implemtgmnaof Parts XlIll and XIV of
the Convention;

245. Also notes with appreciatiothe work of the Advisory Body of Experts,
including its work in cooperation with the Divisipron the practice of member
States related to marine scientific research aadsfier of marine technology within
the framework of the Convention, and welcomes tleeision by the Executive
Council of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Cassion, at its forty-fifth
session, held in Paris from 26 to 28 June 2012, thea Advisory Body will continue
its work focused on priorities as tasked by Intergmmental Oceanographic
Commission governing bodies in line with the term& reference, mobilizing
extrabudgetary resources when neces$%ry;

246. Recallsthe issuance of the revised publication entitMarine Scientific
Research: A guide to the implementation of thewahe¢ provisions of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the SieaDecember 2010, and requests the
Secretariat to continue to make efforts to publisé guide in all official languages
of the United Nations;

247. Notes the contribution of the Census of Marine Life toanime
biodiversity research, including through its reperititled “First Census of Marine
Life 2010: Highlights of a Decade of Discovery” aiitd related open-access data
holding and sharing facility, the Ocean Biogeogriapinformation System, hosted
by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission;

248. Welcomedhe increasing attention being focused on oceans potential
source of renewable energy, and notes in this tetfa@ summary of discussions of

the Informal Consultative Process at its thirteemigeting’®

249. Stresseghe importance of increasing the scientific untiemding of the
oceans-atmosphere interface, including through igpgtion in ocean observing
programmes and geographic information systems, sashthe Global Ocean
Observing System, sponsored by the Intergovernmhen@ceanographic
Commission, the United Nations Environment Prograanmthe World
Meteorological Organization and the Internationa@lu@cil for Science, particularly
considering their role in monitoring and forecasgtiolimate change and variability
and in the establishment and operation of tsunaarnimg systems;

250. Welcomesthe progress made by the Intergovernmental Oceapbdic
Commission and Member States towards the estabéshrmand operation of

101 |ntergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, résolEC-XLVII.1.
102 |ntergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, detigiC-XLV/Dec.4.3.
103 A167/120.
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regional and national tsunami warning and mitigatgystems, also welcomes the
continued collaboration of the United Nations andhes intergovernmental
organizations in this effort, further welcomes thievelopment and recent
dissemination of the new Enhanced Tsunami Prodwdtsch will assist countries in
the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation Systemassess tsunami threats and
issue warnings, and encourages Member States tabledt and sustain their
national warning and mitigation systems, within aobgl, ocean-related
multi-hazard approach, as necessary, to reducedbdiée and damage to national
economies and strengthen the resilience of coastaimunities to natural disasters;

251. Stressesthe need for continued efforts in developing ndtign and
preparedness measures for natural disasters, plantig following tsunami events
caused by earthquakes, such as the 11 March 2(drit @vJapan;

252. Urges States to take necessary action and to cooperateelevant
organizations, including the Food and Agriculturegé@nization of the United
Nations, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Comimis and the World
Meteorological Organization, to address damaged®ao data buoys deployed and
operated in accordance with international law, umiéhg through education and
outreach about the importance and purpose of tlesgs, and by strengthening
these buoys against such damage, and increasimogtiregp of such damage;

X1

Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State
of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects

253. Reiteratesthe need to strengthen the regular scientific sssent of the
state of the marine environment in order to enhatite scientific basis for
policymaking;

254. Welcomedhe holding of the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Wamg Group
of the Whole on the Regular Process for Global ReBpg and Assessment of the
State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeemic Aspects, convened in
New York on 31 March 2014 in accordance with paapyr 243 of resolution 68/70;

255. Endorsesthe recommendations adopted by the Ad Hoc Workargup
of the Whole at its fifth meeting;

256. Reaffirmsthe principles guiding the Regular Process and dhgective
and scope of its first cycle (2010-2014) as agrepdn at the first meeting of the
Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole in 2004

257. Notesthat the members of the Group of Experts of thgWRar Process
have continued serving on the Group of Expertsmythe second phase of the first
assessment cycle pursuant to paragraph 209 of utsol 65/37 A, and requests
them to continue serving on the Group of Expertsilthe completion of the first
cycle of the Regular Process;

258. Recognizeshe work of the Group of Experts during the secphése of
the first assessment cycle and the work of theviidial members of the pool of
experts involved in the preparation of the firsolghl integrated marine assessment;

104 See A/64/347, annex.
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259. Welcomeghe development and operation of the website ef Regular
Process, under the auspices of the United Natio@spgnizes the contributions
made to the establishment of the website, and @svitonsultations between the
Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole thwthe participation of the
Joint Coordinators of the Group of Experts, as appiate, and the secretariat of the
Regular Process regarding the content of the wepsit

260. Takes notef the guidance for the Group of Experts and therstariat of
the Regular Process adopted by the Ad Hoc Workingu@ of the Whol&° and the
updated outline for the first global integrated marassessment®

261. Expressests appreciationfor the eight workshops held in support of the
Regular Process, and welcomes the holding of theksfmp in Chennai, India, from
27 to 29 January 2014 and takes note of the sumih@ngof %’

262. Welcomesthe technical workshops on capacity-building foteigrated
assessments, held in Bangkok and Maputo in 2012wel$ as in Abidjan and
Freetown in 2013;

263. Recognizeghe important role of the Bureau of the Ad Hoc Wag
Group of the Whole in putting into practice the déans and guidance of the
Working Group during the intersessional period, arefuests the Bureau to
continue oversight of the progress of work in ortteiguide the process towards the
completion of the first global integrated marins@ssment;

264. Requestghe Secretary-General to convene the sixth meetdinthe Ad
Hoc Working Group of the Whole from 8 to 11 Septeml2015, with a view to
making recommendations to the General Assembly,particular in light of
paragraph 267 of the present resolution;

265. Recalls that the Regular Process, as established under Uhied
Nations, is accountable to the General Assembly &ndn intergovernmental
process guided by international law, including envention and other applicable
international instruments, and takes into accoetgvant Assembly resolutions;

266. Also recallsthat in “The future we want”, States expressedrtBapport
for the Regular Process, looked forward to the clatipn of its first global
integrated assessment of the state of the maringre@mment by 2014 and its
subsequent consideration by the General Assemiolg, encouraged consideration
by States of the assessment findings at appropleatds;

267. Further recallsits decision that, with the approval of the Burgdle
draft assessment should be transmitted for conatoar by the Ad Hoc Working
Group of the Whole, that the assessment shouldvlaéadble on the website of the
Regular Process in the working language of the @rad Experts, that the
Secretary-General should endeavour to translate abgessment into all other
official languages, subject to the availability r@lsources in the voluntary trust fund
for the purposes of supporting the operations of first five-year cycle of the
Regular Process, and also recalls its decision tirtsummary of the first global
integrated marine assessment should be submittetthdyCo-Chairs of the Ad Hoc

195 5ee A/69/77.
108 Ipid., annex II.
197 A/68/812, annex.
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Working Group of the Whole, to be issued as a doentof the General Assembly
for its final approval by the Assembly at its setieth session;

268. Notes with appreciatiothe nominations received to date to the pool of
experts of the Regular Process, urges States tbnuento appoint individuals to the
pool of experts through the regional groups, incadance with the criteria for the
appointment of experts, and to provide supportthe work of the Group of Experts
in the preparation of the first global integratedrnine assessment, and requests the
members of the Bureau to engage States in theiomag groups and urge them to
nominate individuals to the pool of experts as sasrpossible;

269. Invites the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commissior, thited
Nations Environment Programme, the Internationalrikiae Organization, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United NMas and other competent
United Nations specialized agencies, as approprtateontinue to provide technical
and scientific support to the Regular Process;

270. Notesthe work of the Intergovernmental Platform on Bigsity and
Ecosystem Services, and recognizes the importaheasuring that the assessments
prepared under that Platform and the Regular Poesapport each other and avoid
unnecessary duplication;

271. Requestghe secretariat of the Regular Process to conveeetings of
the Group of Experts in accordance with the reviskdft timetable for the first
global integrated marine assessment, subject tavhdability of resources;

272. Notes with appreciationthe support provided by the Division as the
secretariat of the Regular Process, while also geiming its already significant
resource constraints;

273. Also notes with appreciatiothe technical and logistical support of the
United Nations Environment Programme and the Inigegnmental Oceanographic
Commission to the Regular Process and of their sup@nd the support of other
organizations, for the workshops of the Regularcess and to the technical
workshops on capacity-building for the conduct miieigrated assessments;

274. Recognizesthat United Nations specialized agencies can phy
important role in promoting the Regular Processd anvites those agencies to
continue to promote the Regular Process in conSaitaand coordination with the
secretariat of the Regular Process;

275. Encouragesadditional opportunities for the Group of Expetts have
access to information relevant to the first globgkgrated marine assessment and
capacity-building;

276. Notesthe recommendation made by the Ad Hoc Working Graof the
Whole®and decides to continue its consideration of aegchto strengthen the
capacity of the Division, as the secretariat of Regular Process;

277. Notes with appreciatiorthe contributions made to the voluntary trust
fund for the purpose of supporting the operatiohshe first five-year cycle of the
Regular Process, established pursuant to paradr@®hof resolution 64/7%
expresses its serious concern regarding the limie=sburces available in the trust
fund, urges Member States, international finandiadtitutions, donor agencies,

198 See A/68/82 and Corr.1.

44/50



Oceans and thelaw of the sea A/RES/69/245

intergovernmental organizations, non-government@aonizations and natural and
juridical persons to make financial contributiomsthe voluntary trust fund and to
make other contributions to the Regular Processl, am the light of the limited
resources available in the trust fund, recallsdiéggision pursuant to paragraph 255
of resolution 68/70 to review the need for susthility in the activities of the
Regular Process and to continue its consideratidntiee need to ensure
predictability and sustainability of financial rasces to support the operations of
the Regular Process;

278. Requeststhe Secretary-General to administer the voluntanst fund
established pursuant to paragraph 183 of resolBfi1l beyond the first five-year
cycle and for the duration of the operations of Regular Process;

X111
Regional cooperation

279. Notesthat there have been a number of initiatives atréggional level, in
various regions, to further the implementation loé tConvention, also notes in that
context the Caribbean-focused Assistance Fund, lwhs intended to facilitate,
mainly through technical assistance, the voluntargdertaking of maritime
delimitation negotiations between Caribbean Statedes once again the Fund for
Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputestablished by the General
Assembly of the Organization of American State2@00 as a primary mechanism,
given its broader regional scope, for the prevemtind resolution of pending
territorial, land border and maritime boundary disgs, and calls upon States and
others in a position to do so to contribute to thésds;

280. Notes with appreciationefforts at the regional level to further the
implementation of the Convention and respond, idiog through capacity-
building, to issues related to maritime safety ageturity, the conservation and
sustainable use of living marine resources, thegmtion and preservation of the
marine environment and the conservation and susibdn use of marine
biodiversity;

281. Welcomes the adoption of the outcome document of the third
International Conference on Small Island Developifgates, entitled “SIDS
Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) PathwayS&moa Pathway)’and the
new modalities set forth for strengthened action anrange of small island
developing States challenges and priorities, inelgdchallenges related to the
conservation and sustainable use of marine ressur@ed the preservation of the
marine environment, and reaffirms its commitment work with small island
developing States towards full implementation oé thamoa Pathway to ensure its
success;

282. Invites States and international organizations to enhanteir
cooperation to better protect the marine environimand in this respect welcomes
the memorandum of understanding for enhanced caiper, concluded between
the Commission for the Protection of the Marine Eonment of the North-East
Atlantic, the North East Atlantic Fisheries Comniiss the International Seabed
Authority and the International Maritime Organizati

109 Resolution 69/15, annex.
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283. Recognizeghe results of the International Polar Year, 2000088, with
particular emphasis on new knowledge about thedgds between environmental
change in the polar regions and global climate easyst, and encourages States and
scientific communities to strengthen their coopiematin this respect;

284. Welcomesregional cooperation, and in this regard notes Heific
Oceanscape Framework as an initiative to enhanoperation among coastal States
in the Pacific island region to foster marine caws¢ion and sustainable
development;

285. Notes with appreciatiorthe various cooperative efforts displayed by
States at the regional and subregional levels,iarntis regard welcomes initiatives
such as the Integrated Assessment and ManagemetheoGulf of Mexico Large
Marine Ecosystem,;

286. Acknowledgeselevant cooperation among the members of the Zune
Peace and Cooperation of the South Atlantic;

287. Notesthe decision of the Assembly of the African Unianits twenty-
second ordinary session, held in Addis Ababa ora86 31 January 2014, to adopt
the 2050 Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy atodretain 2015 to 2025 as the
“Decade of African Seas and Oceans”;

288. Also notesthe adoption of the Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2024 by the second United
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Cowstrheld in Vienna from 3 to
5 November 2014M° following the comprehensive 10-year review of the
implementation of the Almaty Programme of ActionddYessing the Special Needs
of Landlocked Developing Countries within a New G&b Framework for Transit
Transport Cooperation for Landlocked and Transitv@€eping Countries;* and
also notes the need for cooperation to addressliélrelopment needs and challenges
faced by landlocked developing countries associatétl, inter alia, their lack of
direct territorial access to the sea, remoteneskisolation from world markets, in
line with the objectives of the Vienna ProgrammeAaction;

XV

Open-ended I nformal Consultative Process
on Oceans and the Law of the Sea

289. Welcomesthe report of the Co-Chairs on the work of theohmial
Consultative Process at its fifteenth meeting, whioccused on the role of seafood
in global food security;

290. Recognizeghe role of the Informal Consultative Process asnaque
forum for comprehensive discussions on issues edl&d oceans and the law of the
sea, consistent with the framework provided by @@nvention and chapter 17 of
Agenda 21’ and that the perspective of the three pillars usftainable development
should be further enhanced in the examination efdélected topics;

110 Resolution 69/137, annex |I.

1 Report of the International Ministerial Conferenok Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries
and Donor Countries and International Financial amkEvelopment Institutions on Transit Transport
Cooperation, Almaty, Kazakhstan, 28 and 29 AugD882A/CONF.202/3), annex |.
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291. Welcomesthe work of the Informal Consultative Process aid
contribution to improving coordination and coopévat between States and
strengthening the annual debate of the General Abgeon oceans and the law of
the sea by effectively drawing attention to keyiss and current trends;

292. Also welcomesfforts to improve and focus the work of the Infal
Consultative Process, and in that respect recognize primary role of the Informal
Consultative Process in integrating knowledge, #&xehange of opinions among
multiple stakeholders and coordination among compeggencies, and enhancing
awareness of topics, including emerging issuesjavbiomoting the three pillars of
sustainable development, and recommends that tfegnhal Consultative Process
devise a transparent, objective and inclusive pgeder the selection of topics and
panellists so as to facilitate the work of the GmheAssembly during informal
consultations concerning the annual resolution o@mams and the law of the sea;

293. Recallsthe need to strengthen and improve the efficieoftthe Informal
Consultative Process, and encourages States, awergmental organizations and
programmes to provide guidance to the Co-Chairthis effect, particularly before
and during the preparatory meeting for the Infori@ahsultative Process;

294. Decidesto continue the Informal Consultative Process tlog next two
years, in accordance with resolution 54/33, wittudher review of its effectiveness
and utility by the General Assembly at its sevefitgt session;

295. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, in accordanceéh wi
paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution 54/33, the sixteemeeting of the Informal
Consultative Process, in New York from 6 to 10 A015, to provide it with the
facilities necessary for the performance of its kvand to arrange for support to be
provided by the Division, in cooperation with othelevant parts of the Secretariat,
as appropriate;

296. Expresses its continued serious conceegarding the lack of resources
available in the voluntary trust fund establishadguant to resolution 55/7 for the
purpose of assisting developing countries, in pattir least developed countries,
small island developing States and landlocked depiehy States, in attending the
meetings of the Informal Consultative Process, arges States to make additional
contributions to the trust fund;

297. Decidesthat those representatives from developing coastrivho are
invited by the Co-Chairs, in consultation with Gowments, to make presentations
during the meetings of the Informal Consultativeod&ss shall receive priority
consideration in the disbursement of funds fromtbauntary trust fund established
pursuant to resolution 55/7 in order to cover tohsts of their travel, and shall also
be eligible to receive daily subsistence allowanuabject to the availability of funds
after the travel costs of all other eligible remetatives from those countries
mentioned in paragraph 296 above have been covered;

298. Also decidesthat, in its deliberations on the report of theci&eary-
General on oceans and the law of the sea, the nrdbiConsultative Process shall
focus its discussions at its sixteenth meeting2@15, on the theme “Oceans and
sustainable development: integration of the threienesmsions of sustainable
development, namely, environmental, social and eoun” and at its seventeenth
meeting, in 2016, on the theme “Marine debris, ptasand microplastics”;
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XV
Coordination and cooperation

299. Encourages States to work closely with and through internatb
organizations, funds and programmes, as well assffecialized agencies of the
United Nations system and relevant internationalivamtions, to identify emerging
areas of focus for improved coordination and coafien and how best to address
these issues;

300. Encourages bodies established by the Convention to strengthen
coordination and cooperation, as appropriate, Ifilfimg their respective mandates;

301. Requeststhe Secretary-General to bring the present regmuto the
attention of heads of intergovernmental organizasiothe specialized agencies,
funds and programmes of the United Nations engdgeattivities relating to ocean
affairs and the law of the sea, as well as fundimgtitutions, and underlines the
importance of their constructive and timely inpwatr fthe report of the Secretary-
General on oceans and the law of the sea and of gfeaticipation in relevant
meetings and processes;

302. Welcomesthe work done by the secretariats of relevant &dhiNations
specialized agencies, programmes, funds and baidsthe secretariats of related
organizations and conventions to enhance inter-agenordination and cooperation
on ocean issues, including, where appropriate,uinoUN-Oceans, the inter-agency
coordination mechanism on ocean and coastal isstuifEn the United Nations
system;

303. Recognizeshe work undertaken by UN-Oceans, under the revigems
of reference for the work of UN-Oceans, and withe thinited Nations Legal
Counsel/Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law b&tSea as the focal point of UN-
Oceans, as an interim measure, in this regardféavilember States and others in a
position to do so to make financial earmarked dbntions to the trust fund
established by the Secretary-General for the Oftité egal Affairs to support the
promotion of international law, and authorizes t8ecretary-General to disburse
funds from such contributions to that trust fund fbe purposes of the development
and maintenance of an online searchable databasanfinventory of the mandates
of UN-Oceans members and priorities approved byrdspective governing bodies
of the participating organizations of UN-Oceansthna view to identifying possible
areas of collaboration and synergy, as well as ti@vel associated with the
performance of the functions of the focal point;

304. Reaffirmsits decision to review the terms of reference floe work of
UN-Oceans at its seventy-second session in the Gf§the work of UN-Oceans;

XVI

Activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea

305. Expresses its appreciatioio the Secretary-General for the annual report
on oceans and the law of the sea, prepared by thisidn, as well as for the other
activities of the Division, which reflect the higtandard of assistance provided to
Member States by the Division;
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306. Notes with satisfactiorthe sixth observance by the United Nations of
World Oceans Day in 2014?recognizes with appreciation the efforts deployad
the Division in organizing its celebration, and it®s the Division to continue to
promote and facilitate international cooperation the law of the sea and ocean
affairs in the context of the future observanceVéérld Oceans Day, as well as
through its participation in other events;

307. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to carry out the
responsibilities and functions entrusted to himhe Convention and in the related
resolutions of the General Assembly, including tesons 49/28 and 52/26, and to
ensure the allocation of appropriate resource$i¢olivision for the performance of
its activities under the approved budget for thgaization;

308. Also requestshe Secretary-General to continue the publicatotivities
of the Division, in particular through the publicat of The Law of the Sea: A Select
Bibliographyand theLaw of the Sea Bulletjn

XVII
Seventieth session of the General Assembly

309. Requeststhe Secretary-General to prepare a comprehenspert for
consideration by the General Assembly at its seeémtsession on developments
and issues relating to ocean affairs and the lawtld sea, including the
implementation of the present resolution, in acemrce with resolutions 49/28,
52/26 and 54/33, and to prepare a separate secfitime report on the topic that is
the focus of the sixteenth meeting of the Inforr@alnsultative Process;

310. Emphasizesthe critical role of the annual report of the Ssary-
General, which integrates information on developtaenrelating to the
implementation of the Convention and the work of tArganization, its specialized
agencies and other institutions in the field of aceaffairs and the law of the sea at
the global and regional levels, and as a resultstitites the basis for the annual
consideration and review of developments relatiogptean affairs and the law of
the sea by the General Assembly as the globaltutgin having the competence to
undertake such a review;

311. Notes that the report referred to in paragraph 309 abuwwi¢ also be
submitted to States Parties pursuant to article 81%he Convention regarding
issues of a general nature that have arisen wipeaet to the Convention;

312. Also notesthe desire to further improve the efficiency ofdaeffective
participation of delegations in the informal corstions concerning the annual
General Assembly resolution on oceans and the lawhe sea, decides that the
period of the informal consultations on that resiwn should not exceed a
maximum of two weeks in total and that the condidtas should be scheduled in
such a way that the Division has sufficient timeptmduce the report referred to in
paragraph 309 above, and invites States to sulaxitgroposals for inclusion in the
resolution to the Coordinator of the informal coliations at the earliest possible
date;

12 By its resolution 63/111, the General Assemblyigtested 8 June as World Oceans Day.
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313. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sevetht session the
item entitled “Oceans and the law of the sea”.

77th plenary meeting
29 December 2014
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