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ELECTORAL ACT 2006
A BILL
FOR
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECT ORAL COMMISSION AND TO
REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND AREA CO UNCIL ELECTIONS AND TO
REPEAL THE ELECTORAL ACT 2002 AND FOR MATTERS CONN ECTED THEREWITH, 2006

[ ] Commencement

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republitligferia as follows:-

PART I

ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONS ETC,OF INDEPENDENT NA TIONAL
ELECTORAL COMMISSION .

1. (1) The Independent National Electoral Commission @abéished by S.153 of theThe Independent
1999 Constitution shall be a body corporate wittpprial succession and may sudational Electoral

and be sued in its corporate name. Commission.
2. (1) In addition to the functions conferredibby the 1999 Constitution, the Commission shall .
have power to: Functions of the
Commission

(a) conduct voter and civic eduaatio
(b) promote knowledge of sound deratic election processes.

(c) conduct any referendum requitede conducted pursuant to the provision of tH#919
Constitution or any other la&et of the National Assembly.

3. (@) There shall be established for the Commissiofuradl to be known as IndependenEstablishment of the
National Electoral Commission fund. Independent National
Electoral
(2) There shall be paid into the fund established irsyance to subsection (1) of this SectionrEommission Fund.

(&) such sums and payments available to the Corumnider carrying out its
functions and purposes under the Constitution &l Act and all other assets
from time to time accruing to the Commission.

(b) such sums as may, from time to time, be teddio the fund by way of interest from
investments made from the fund.

(c) aids, grants that may from time to time aeadmthe Commission in order to carry out
its functions.

(3) Disbursements from the fund shall be made tomtance with rules established by the
Commission.

4. (1) The Commission shall establish and maintair@asate fund from which there shall b&laintenance of
defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Commis@goept such expenditure as may keeparate fund by the
incurred by it pursuant to section 5 of this Act. Commission.

(2) There shall be paid and credited to the furtidl#ished in pursuance of subsection (1) of
5



5. (1)

this section, such payments as may be made to théyederal Government for the
running expenses of the Commission and all othegtafrom time to time accruing to the
Commission otherwise than in pursuance of sectiohtbis Act.

The Commission may, from time to time, apply firoceeds of the fund established in  Expenditure of the
pursuance of section 3(1) of this Act- Commission.
(a) to defray the cost of administration of the Comioiss
(b) for reimbursing members or members of any Commiseteup by the Commission
for such expenses as may be expressly authorizedhé&yCommission in
accordance with the rates approved by it;
(c) to the payment of the salaries, fees or other remation or allowances and
pensions, superannuation allowance and gratuigalge to the officers and servants of
the Commission, so however that no payment of ang knder this paragraph (except
such as may be expressly authorized as aforedadd) l'e made to any person who in
receipt of emoluments from the Government of thdefFation or the Government of a
State;

(d) for the maintenance of any property vested in tbmfission; and

(e) for and in connection with all or any of its furaris under this Act.

6. (1)The Commission shall submit to the MinistryFihance not later than 31August in each Annual Estimates
financial year an estimate of its expenditure andome (including payments to theand Accounts.
Independent National Electoral Commission) durtmg next succeeding financial year.
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(2)The Commission shall keep proper accounts ipaetsof each financial year (and proper
records in relation thereto) and shall cause it®aats to be audited as soon as may be after
the end of each financial year by the Auditor Gahef the Federation.

@)

There shall be established in each State ofé#ueration and Federal Capital Territory, aBstablishment of

office of the Commission which shall perform sucimdtions as may be assigned to igffice in each State

from time to time, by the Commission. and Federal Capital
Territory.

(2) A person appointed to the office of asildent Electoral Commissioner shall;

3

1)
@)

(a) be answerable to the Commissiad; a
(b) hold office for a period of fiyears.

The Resident Electoral Commissioner appointed @mnisto the 1999 constitution may
only be removed by the President, Commander-infCbiethe Armed Forces of the
federation acting on an address supported by 2j8rityaof the Senate praying that he be
so removed for inability to discharge the functiafsthe office (whether arising from
infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or foisconduct.

The Commission may appoint one or more committeesatry out any of its function Committees of the
under this Act. Commission.

A Committee, appointed pursuant to subsection (Bl sconsist of such number of

persons as may be determined by the Commission.



PART Il

STAFF OF THE COMMISSION

9 (1) There shall be a Secretary to the Commission sttall- Secretary to the
Commission.

(a) be appointed by the Commission;

(b) have such qualifications and experience to be oted by the Commission as are
appropriate for a person required to perform thetions of his office under this Act.

(2) Subject to the general direction of the Comiuissthe Secretary shall be-
(a) responsible for keeping of proper records efgitoceedings of the Commission;

(b) the head of the Commission’s secretariat anddsponsible for the administration
thereof; and

(c) responsible for the direction and control bfother employees of the Commission with

the approval of the Commission.

(3) The Commission shall have power to appoirgmiis and exercise disciplinary control
over its staff as may be prescribed by this Acmy other enactment or law.

(4) All employees of the Commission appointed pamiuo subsection (3) of this section
excluding such as are appointed on a temporarys basian honorarium shall have the
same right and obligation as provided for in thadfen Reform Act.

PART IlI
NATIONAL REGISTER OF VOTERS AND VOTERS’ REGISTRATIO N

10. (1) The Commission shall compile, maintain, andaipdon a continuous basis, a Nation&lational Register of
Register of Voters, in this Act referred to as tRegister of Voters” which shall includeVoters and Voters’
the names of all persons entitled to vote in anyeFa, State or Local Government/Are®egistration.
Council Elections.

(2) The Commission shall maintain as part of theidw@l Register of Voters, a register of
voters for each State of the Federation and foFtderal Capital Territory;

(3) The Commission shall maintain as part of thgifer of Voters for each State and the
Federal Capital Territory, a Register of Voters éaich Local Government/Area Council
within the State and the Federal Capital Territory.

(4) The register shall contain in respect of eyegyson the particulars required in the Form
prescribed by the Commission.

(5) The registration of voters, updating and rexnsdf the register of voters under this section
shall stop not later than 120 days before anyieleciovered by this Act.

(6) The registration of voters shall be at the regdistracenters designated for that purpose by
the Commission and notified to the public.

11. (1) Without prejudice to clause 10(5), there shul continuous registration of all person€ontinuous
qualified to be registered voters. registration.



(a) Each applicant for registration under the cardus registration system shall appear in
person at the registration venue with any of thofdng documents, namely: birth or
baptismal certificate, National passport/identigrd or driver's license or any other
document that will prove the identity, age and ovality of the applicant.

(b) The Commission shall within sixty days aftercleayear make available to every
political party, the names and address of eaclopeegistered during that year.

(c) When a general election is notified by the Cassion pursuant to section 31 of this
Act, the current official register of voters ced by the Commission in accordance with
the provision of this Act shall be the official eo$’ register for those elections. In the case
of every by-election conducted under this Act, tfffgcial voters’ register for use at such
elections shall be the existing current registéatirey to the Senatorial district or the
constituency concerned.

(d) As soon as claims and objectioage been dealt with or the period for making chair
and objections has expired, the Ruppntary list shall be included in the revisedsty,
which shall be certified by the Corssion as the official register of voters for the
purposes of any election conductedier this Act and supercedes all previous register

12. (1) For thepurpose of maintaining and updating the VotersjiRer, the Commission sha Appointment of
appoint such registration, revision or update efficas it may require, provided that suabfficers.
officers shall not be members of any political part

(2) Any person may raise an objection against dfiges during the registration or updating
exercise and failure to raise such objection siwllvitiate the register.

(3) The officers appointed under subsection (1)hif section shall exercise such functions
and duties as may be specified by the Commissioaccordance with the provisions of
this Act, and they shall not be subject to thediom or control of any person or authority
other than the Commission in the performance df fhactions and duties.

13. (1) A person shall be qualified for registratasa voter if such a person: Qualification for
registration.
(a) is a citizen of Nigeria;
(b) has attained the age of eighteen years;
(c) is ordinarily resident, works in, originatesin the Local Government/Area Council or
Ward covered by the registration centre;
(d) presents himself to the registration officefstte Commission for registration as a
voter; and
(e) is not subject to any legal incapacity to vateler any law, rule or regulations in force
in Nigeria.

(2) No person shall register in more than one teggisn centre or register more than once in
the same registration centre.

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sulse¢2) of this section commits an
offence and is liable on conviction to a fine neteedingN.00,000 or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding one year or both.

14. (1) A person who before the election is residara iconstituency other than the one in whicfransfer of
he was registered may apply to the Resident El@lc@ommissioner of the State where he Registered voters.
currently resident for his name to be entered enTitansferred Voters List for the constituency

(2) An application under subsection (1) of thisteecshall be accompanied by the applicant's

voters' card and be made not less than 30 daysebdfe date of an election in the
constituency where the applicant is resident.
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(3) The Resident Electoral Commissioner to whonagplication is made under the provision
of this Section shall cause to be entered the @gomls name in the Transferred Voters'
List if he is satisfied that the applicant is resitlin a polling area in the constituency and
is registered in another constituency.

(4) Whenever an Electoral Officer on the directmfnthe Resident Electoral Commissioner
enters the name of any person on the Transferréer¥ dist for his constituency he shall-

(a) assign that person to a polling station or a pgllarea in his Constituency and
indicate in the list the Polling area or pollingtstn to which that person is assigned,

(b) Issue the person with a new voters' card; and

(c) Send a copy of the entry to the Electoral Offickethe constituency where the person
whose name has been so entered was originallyteegisand upon receipt of this
entry, that Electoral Officer shall delete the nanoen his voters' list.

15. In the performance of his or her duties under #gs§, a registration officer and an updat®emand for
officer shall - information
(a) demand from any applicant the informatiomessary to enable him to ascertairegarding
whether the applicant is qualified to be registemeda voter in accordance with theegistration.
provisions of this Act; and

(b) require any voter or applicant to completeagplication form for the purpose of the
registration. However, in the case of an illiteratedisabled person such application
form may be completed by the registration officertiee applicant’s request.

16. The Commission shall cause a voters’ register &mheState to be printed, and any person Bower to print and
political party may obtain from the Commission,mayment of such charges a certified copiéssue register of
of any voters’ register for the State or for a UoGavernment/Area Council or Registratiovoters.

Area within it.

17. (1) The Commission shall design, print and contha issuance of voters’ cards to voteBower to print and
whose  names appear in the register. issue voters’ cards.

(2) No voter shall hold more than one valid votesasd.
(3) Any person who contravenes subsection (2) of slection commits an offence and is
liable on conviction, to a fine not exceedir 00,000 or imprisonment not exceeding one

year or both.

(4) The Commission may, whenever it considers éeseary, replace all or any voters’ cards
for the time being held by voters.

18. (1) Each electoral officer shall take custodyatfers register for his Local Government Area Custody of voter’s
under the general supervision of tkesient Electoral Commission. register.

19. (1) Whenever a Voter’s card is lost, destroyedadedl, torn or otherwise damaged, the votBower to issue
shall, at least thirty (30) days before polling dagply in person to the Electoral Officer or angluplicate voters’
other officer duly authorized for that purpose bg Resident Electoral Commissioner, statingards.
the circumstances of the loss, destruction, defaotior damage.

(2) If the Electoral Officer or any other offices $atisfied as to the circumstances of the loss,

9



20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

destruction, defacement or damage of the Voter'd,d# shall issue to the voter another
copy of the voter’'s original voter's card with therd “DUPLICATE” clearly marked or
printed on it, showing the date of issue.

(3) No person shall issue a duplicate voter's ¢ardny voter on polling day or within thirty
(30) days before polling day.

(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (3) f slection commits an offence and is
liable on conviction, to a fine not exceedirg®0,000 or imprisonment not exceeding two
years or both.

(1) Subject to the provisions of section 17(1) lmstAct the Commission shall, by noticeDisplay of the copies
appoint a period of not less than 5 days and noceeding 14 days, during which a copy of thef the voters’ list.
voters’ register for each Local Government/Area i@oluor Ward shall be displayed for public

scrutiny and during which period any objection omplaint in relation to the names omitted

or included in the voters’ register or in relatimnany necessary correction, shall be raised or

filed.

(2) During the period of the display of the suppbmtary Voters’ list under this Act, any
person may:

(a) raise an objection on the form prescribed by then@dssion against the
inclusion in the supplementary Voters’ registertbé name of a person on
grounds that the person is not qualified to besteged as a voter in the State,
Local Government/Area Council, Ward or Registratdogea or that the name of a
deceased person is included in the register; or

(b) make a claim on the form prescribed by the Commisshat the name of a
person registered to vote has been omitted.

(3) Any objection or claim under subsection (2)tbis section shall be addressed to the
Resident Electoral Commissioner through the Elett@fficer in charge of the Local
Government/Area Council.

Not later than 60 days before a general electioa,supplementary voters’ list shall b&ime for publication
integrated with the voters’ register and published. of supplementary
voter’s register.

(1) The Commission may appoint as a Revision Officgr @erson to hear and determin®evision officer for
claims for and objection to any entry in or omissfoom the preliminary list and mayhearing of claims,
appoint such number of other persons as it deenessary to assist the Revision Officer.etc.

(2) Any one dissatisfied with the dataation by a revision officer or person or person
assisting a revision officer of hiaiohs or objection as mentioned in subsection (1hisf
section, shall within seven days, @bpgainst the decision of the Resident Electoral
Commissioner in charge of that Stal®se decision shall be final.

The proprietary rights in any voters’ card issue@ny voter shall vest in the CommissionProprietary rights in
the voters’ card.

Any person who - Offences of buying
and selling voters’
(a) is in unlawful possession of any voter's card Whetssued in the name of any voterards.
or not; or
(b) sells or attempts to sell or offers to sell anyevstcard whether issued in the name of
any voter or not; or
(c) buys or offers to buy any voter's card whether @nolwn behalf or on behalf of any
other person, commits an offence and is liablegamviction, to a fine not exceeding
N200,000 or imprisonment not exceeding two yeatsodin.
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25. (D Any person who- Offences relating to
registration of voters.
(a) makes a false statement in any applicatiomegistration as a voter knowing it to be
false or;

(b) after demand or requisition made of him undgrdr (b) of section 14 without just
cause, fails to give any such information as heslw possesses or does not give the
information within the time specified;

(c) in the name of any other person, whethemtjyidead or fictitious, signs an
application form for registration as a voter to éalvat other person registered as a voter;

(d) transmits or is concerned in transmitting tty gerson as genuine a declaration
relating to registration which is false in any nrateparticular, knowing it to be false;

(e) by himself or any other person procures tlgésteation of himself or any other person
on a voters' register for a State, knowing thabhéhat other person is not entitled to be
registered on that voters' register or is alreaglyistered on it or on another voters'
register;

(f) by himself or any other person procures thgsteation of a fictitious person, commits
an offence and is liable on conviction to a find erceeding N100,000 or imprisonment
not exceeding one year or both.

(2) Any person who:
(a) by duress, including threats of any kind causesnduces any person or persons
generally to refrain from registering as a votevaters;

(b) in any way hinders another person from regisgeas a voter, commits an offence and
is liable on conviction, to a fine not exceedingO®®00 or imprisonment not exceeding
five years.

PART IV
PROCEDURE AT ELECTION

26. Elections into the offices of the President andeviresident, the Governor and Deputpays for elections.
Governor of a State, and to the Membership of #mag, the House of Representatives and
the House of Assembly of each State of the Federatnd Chairman and Vice-Chairman
and Membership of an Area Council shall be heldtlon dates to be appointed by the
Independent National Electoral Commission.

27. (1) Where a date has been appointed for the holdfngn election, and there is reason t8ostponement of
believe that a serious breach of the peace isylifcebccur if the election is proceeded with oalection.
that date or it is impossible to conduct the etextias a result of natural disasters or other
emergencies, the Commission may postpone the @beatid shall in respect of the area, or
areas concerned, appoint another date for therglafithe postponed election.

(2) Where an election is postponed under thisokcbr after the last date for the delivery of
nomination papers, and a poll has to be taken leetilee candidates then nominated, the
Electoral Officer shall, on a new date being apfeurfor the election, proceed as if the
date appointed were the date for the taking opthlebetween the candidates.

(3) Where the Commission appoints a substituted maaccordance with subsections (1) and

(2) of this section, there shall be no return fa election until polling has taken place in
the area or areas affected.
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(4)

®)

28. (1)

Notwithstanding the provision of subsection 8)this section, the Commission may, if

satisfied that the result of the election will et affected by voting in the area or areas in
respect of which substituted dates have been agubidirect that a return of the election

be made.

The decision of the Commission under subsed#) may be challenged by any of the
contestants at a Court of Law or Tribunal of corepgfurisdiction and on such challenge,
the decision shall be suspended until the mattéetsrmined.

The Electoral Officer shall act as Returninffié@r for election to the office of ChairmanAnnouncement of

of Area Council. election results.

&)

29.(1)

@)

30. (1)

&)

31. (1)

Results of all the elections shall be amuaal by-
(a) the Presiding Officer at the Polling Station;
(b) the Ward Returning Officer at the Ward Collatiom@e;
(c) the Returning Officer, at the Local Government/A@muncil;

(d) the Returning Officer at the State Constituencyl&imn Centre;

(e) the Returning Officer at the Federal Constituenoll&ion Centre;
() the Returning Officer at the Senatorial Districtl@mon Centre;
(9) the Resident Electoral Commissioner who shall eReturning Officer at the

Governorship election; and

(h) the Chief Electoral Commissioner who shall be thetuRiing Officer at the
Presidential election.

All staff appointed by the Commission taking parttie conduct of an election shall Oath of Neutrality by
affirm or swear before the High Court an Oath ofitdality as in the second schedule telection officers.
this Act.

All Electoral officers, Presiding Officers, ®ening Officers and all staff appointed by the
Commission taking part in the conduct of an electiball affirm or swear an Oath of
Loyalty and Neutrality indicating that they wouldtraccept bribe or gratification from
any person, and shall perform their functions amiked impartially and in the interests of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria without fear ordax.

The Commission shall for the purposes of an elaatioregistration of voters under thisAppointment of other
Act appoint and designate such officers as mayebeired provided that no persorofficers for the
who is a member of a Political Party or who hasnbpexpressed support for anyonduct of
candidate shall be so appointed. registration of voters
and elections.
The Officers appointed under sub-sectiigrof this section shall exercise such functions
and duties as may be specified by the Commissioa¢c¢ordance with the provisions of
this Act, and shall not be subject to the directis control of any person or authority
other than the Commission in the performance df tbactions and duties.

The Commission shall not later than 150 dayereethe day appointed for holding of afmNotice of election.
election under this Act publish a notice in eacht&tof the Federation and the Federal
Capital Territory-
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@)

®)

(a) stating the date of the election; and
(b) appointing the place at which nomination paperg@iz® delivered.

The notice shall be published in each constityén respect of which an election is to be
held.

In the case of a by-election, the Commissioallshot later than 14 days before the date
appointed for the election, publish a notice stathe date of the election.

32. (1) Every political party shall not later than 188ys before the date appointed for a gene@libmission of list of

2

®)

4

®)

(6)

(7)

33. (1)

@)
©)

4

©®)

34. (1)

election under the provisions of this Act, subnatthe Commission in the prescribedandidates and their

forms the list of the candidates the Party proptseponsor at the elections. affidavits by political
parties.

The list shall be accompanied by an Affidawitosn to by each candidate at the High

Court of a State, indicating that he has fulfilleli the constitutional requirements for

election into that office.

The Commission shall, within 7 days of the iptef the personal particulars of the
candidate, publish same in the constituency whieeecandidate intends to contest the
election.

Any person who has reasonable grounds to \eelthat any information given by a
candidate in the Affidavit is false may file a saitthe High Court of a State or Federal
High Court against such person seeking a declarétiat the information contained in the
Affidavit is false.

If the Court determines that any of the infatimn contained in the Affidavit is false the
Court shall issue an Order disqualifying the caatidrom contesting the election.

A Political Party which presents to the Comrigissghe name of a candidate who
does not meet the qualifications stipulated in 8gstion, shall be guilty of an
offence and on conviction shall be liable to a maxin fine of*600,000.00.

Every political party shall not later than 14 ddoefore the date appointed for a
bye-election by the Commission submit the list afdidates from the party for
the bye-election.

A candidate for an election under this parthef Act shall be nominated in writing by suctProhibition of double
number of persons as prescribed by the Commisshws@/ names appear on the registaomination.
of voters in the constituency.

No person shall nominate more than one persioarf election to the same office.
Any person who contravenes subsection (2) sf $ection shall be guilty of an offence
and on conviction be liable to a maximum fine=e50\D00 or imprisonment for three

months or both but his action shall not invaliddie nomination.

No account shall be taken of the signature peeson on a nomination paper where the
candidate had died, withdrawn or where the nonmongpiaper was held invalid.

No person who has subscribed as a nominatalt sb long as the candidate stands

nominated withdraw his nomination.

A Political Party intending to change any tsf ¢andidates for any election shall inform tholitical Parties
Commission of such change in writing not latemtl6@ days to the election. changing candidates.

(2) Any application made pursuant to subsection (1}hid section shall give cogent and
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35.

36.

verifiable reasons.

(3) Except in the case of death, there shall bsutistitution or replacement of any candidate

1)

2

:37.(1)

38.

39.

40.

41

42. (1)

2

whatsoever after the date referred to in subse¢tipof this section.

The Commission shall, at least thirty (30) daysobefthe day of the election publish byublication of
displaying or causing to be displayed at the placplaces appointed for the delivery ohomination.
nomination paper and such other places as it déienasstatement of the full names of all

candidates standing nominated.

A candidate may withdraw his candidature byigeotin writing signed by him andWithdrawal of
delivered by himself to the Political Party thatmrinated him for the election and theandidate.
Political Party shall convey such withdrawal to themmission and which shall only be

allowed not later than 70 days to the election.

Where the Commission is satisfied that a caatdidhas withdrawn as provided in
subsection (1) of this section, his Political Pastall be allowed to nominate another
candidate not later than 60 days before the dadéecfion.

If after the time for the delivery of nominatipaper and before the commencement of tBeath of a candidate.
poll, a nominated candidate dies, the Chief Natidai@ctoral Commissioner or the

Resident Electoral Commissioner shall, being satisfof the fact of the death,

countermand the poll in which the deceased carslideds to participate and the

Commission shall appoint some other convenient fdatéhe election.

The list of voters to be used at a postponedtiein shall be the official register of voters,
which was to be used if the election had not bexstgoned.

Where a candidate Knowingly allows himself to beniteated by more than one politicalnvalidity of multiple
party and or in more than one constituency his nation shall be void . nomination.

Where at the close of nomination there is no catdid/alidly nominated, the Commissiorfailure of

shall extend the time for nomination and fix avroate for the election. Nomination.

Subject to any other provisions of this Act, iteafthe latest time for the delivery ofContested Election.
nomination papers and the withdrawal of candidfiean election under this Act, more than
one person remains validly nominated, a poll dhaltiaken.

A poll shall take place in accordance with the gmns of this Act with respect to thewhen poll is
following, that is- required.

(a) in the case of an election to the office afdfitent or Governor of a State, whether or
not only one person is validly nominated in respgctuch office; and

(b) in the case of an election in respect of amgooffice, if after the expiry of the time
for delivery of nomination papers there is moreitbae person standing nominated.

If after the expiration of time for deliveryf momination papers and withdrawal ofJncontested election.

candidates and the extension of time as providednfohis Act there ionly one persor
whose name is validly nominated in respect of att&ln, other than to the office of the
President or Governor, that person shall be detlelected.

(2) Where a person is declared elected under tnvgion of subsection (1) of thisection, a

declaration of Result Form as may be prescribedl slsacompleted and copy thereof
issued to the person by the Returning Officer witiile original of the form shall be
returned to the Commission as in the case of aestetd election.
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43. The Commission shall establish sufficient numbePalfing Stations in each Registration Are&stablishment of
and shall allot voters in such Polling Stations. polling stations.

44. The Commission shall provide suitable boxes foratreduct of elections. Ballot Boxes.

(1) The forms to be used for the conduct of electionhé offices mentioned in section 47 of
this Act and election petitions arising there frehall be determined by the Commission

(2) The Polling Agents shall be present at the distidgiouof the election materials from the
office to the polling booth.

45.(1) The Commission shall prescribe the format @& tallot papers which shall include th&ormat of ballot
symbol adopted by the Political Party of the caatidand such other information as papers.
may require.

(2) The ballot papers shall be bound in bookletd anmbered serially with differentiating
colours for each office being contested.

46. (1) Each Political Party may by notice in writiagdressed to the Electoral Officer of thBolling Agents.
Local Government/Area Council appoint a persontliis Act referred to as a “Polling
Agent”) to attend at each polling unit in the Lo&@bvernment/Area Council for which it
has candidate and the notice shall set out the marti@ddress of the polling agent and be
given to the Electoral Officer at least 7 (Seveaydbefore the date fixed for the election.

PROVIDED that no person presently serving as Chairman omime of a Local
Government or Area Council, Commissioner of a Stagputy Governor, or Governor of
a State, Minister or any other person holding malitoffice under any tier of Government
and who has not resigned his appointment at |émstt(3) months before the election
shall serve as a polling agent of any Politicaltygaither at the polling station or at any
centre designated for collation of results of actbn.

(2) Notwithstanding the requirement of subsectibndf this section, a candidate shall not be
precluded from doing any act or thing which he &ppointed a polling agent to do on his
behalf under this Act.

(3) Where in this Act, an act or thing is requigdauthorized to be done by or in the present
of a Polling Agent, the non-attendance of the RglliAgent at the time and place
appointed for the act or thing or refusal by thdliRfgp Agent to do the act or thing shall
not, if the act or thing is otherwise done propgirtyalidate the act or thing.

47. The Commission shall, not later than 14 days befioeeday of the election, cause to bEotice of Poll.
published, in such manner as it may deem fit, &caapecifying (the following matters,
that is to say)-

(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll;
(b) by way of indication, the persons entitled/tdte; and
(c) the location of the polling stations.

48. Voting in any particular election(s) under this Asttall take place on the same day aridour of Poll.
time throughout the Federation.

49.(1) At the har fixed for opening of the poll, before the commement of voting, the Display of Ballot
Presiding Officer shall open the empty ballot bax &show same to such persons dmxes.
may lawfully be present at the Polling Station ahdll then close and seal the box in
such manner as to prevent its being opened by noaréd person(s).

(2) The ballot box shall then be placed in fullwief all present, and be so maintained until
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50. (1)

&)

51.

52.

53. (1)

&)

©)

the close of poll.

Every person intending to vote shall presentself to a Presiding Officer at the pollingssue of Ballot
unit in the constituency in which his name is regisd with his voter’s card. Papers.

The Presiding Officer shall, on being satdfihat the name of the person is on the
Register of Voters, issue him a ballot paper amticete on the Register that the person
has voted.

A candidate or a Polling Agent may challenge tlghtriof a person to receive a balloRight to challenge
paper on such grounds and in accordance with suadegures as are provided for in thisssue of Ballot Paper.
Act.

The Presiding Officer shall separate the queue étwnen and women if in that area ddeparate queues for
the country the culture is such that it does notnitethe mingling of men and women inmen and women.
the same queue

(a) Voting at an election under this Act Ikba by open secret ballot. Conduct of Poll by
Open Secret Ballot.
(b) The use of Electronic voting Machine for timed being is prohibited.

A voter on receiving a ballot paper shall markin the manner prescribed by the
Commission.

All ballots at an election under this Act atyaPolling Station shall be deposited in the
ballot box in open view of the public.

54. (1) No voter shall vote for more than one candidatescord more than one vote in favour dDver voting.

2

3

4

any candidate at any one election.

Where the votes cast at an election in anystitoiency or polling station exceeds the
number of registered voters in that constituencyalling station, the election for that
constituency or polling station shall be declaredl and void by the Commission and
another election shall be conducted at a date fixeé by the Commission.

Where an election is nullified in accordandéhvgubsection (2) of this section, there shall
be no return for the election until another pok lteken place in the affected area.

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (&) &3) of this section the Commission
may, if satisfied that the result of the electioitl wot substantially be affected by voting
in the area where the election is cancelled, diteatta return of the election be made.

55.(1) Where a voter makes any writing or mark on liobpaper by which he may be identifiedBallot not to be

&)

such ballot paper shall be rejected provided thgtpaint resulting from the staining of themarked by voter for
thumb of the voter in the voting compartment shall be or be deemed to be a mark adentification.
identification under this section.

The Commission shall use indelible ink foy @imumb mark by voters on ballot papers.

56. A voter who by accident deals with his ballot papesuch a manner that it may not béccidental
conveniently used for voting, may deliver it to tReesiding Officer and if the Presidinglestruction or
Officer is satisfied that the ballot paper is spbié shall issue another ballot paper to thearking of Ballot
voter in place of the ballot paper delivered upd ahe spoilt ballot paper shall bePapers.
immediately marked cancelled by the Presiding @ffic

57.(1)

A voter who is blind or is otherwise unable to iligtiish symbols or who suffers anyBlind and
other physical disability may be accompanied it® polling station by a person choseimcapacitated voters.
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by him and the person shall, after informing thedrling Officer of the disability, be
permitted to accompany the voter into the votingnpartment and assist the voter to make
his mark in accordance with the procedure presdrityethe Commission.

(2) The Commission may take reasonable steps toreribat voters with disabilities are
assisted at the polling place by the provisionuitable means of communication, such as
Braille, Large embossed print or electronic desioesign language interpretation, or off-
site voting in appropriate cases.

58. No voter shall record his vote otherwise than bngpeally attending at the Polling StatiorPersonal attendance.
and recording his vote in the manner prescribethbyCommission.

59. No person shall be permitted to vote at any polbtagion or unit other than the one t&/oting at appropriate
which he is allotted. Polling Station.

60.(1) If at the time a person applies for a ballghgraand before he has left the polling station bmpersonation by
unit, a polling agent, polling station official security agent informs the Presiding OfficeApplicant for ballot
that he has reasonable cause to believe that teerpes under the age of 18 years or hasper.
committed the offence of impersonation and givesiraertaking on a prescribed form to
substantiate the charge in a court of law, theiiregs Officer may order a police officer to
arrest that person and the Presiding Officer's rosthall be sufficient authority for the
police officer so to act.

(2) A person in respect of whom a polling agentlipg official, or security agent gives an
information in accordance with the provision of settion (1) of this section shall not by
reason of the information, be prevented from vqtimgt the Presiding Officer shall cause
the words "protested against for impersonation'béo placed against his name in the
marked copy of the register of voters or part ef tbgister of voters.

(3) Where a person in respect of whom a declarasomade under subsection (2) of this
section, admits to the Presiding Officer that hedsthe person he held himself out to be,
he shall not be permitted to vote and shall be édrer to the Police.

(4) A person arrested under the provisions ofgkigtion shall be deemed to be a person taken
into custody by a police officer.

61.(1) If a person claiming to be entitled to vote lgggpfor a ballot paper after some other persdmrendered Ballot
has voted in the name given by the claimant hd,shyabn satisfactory answers given t®aper.
any questions put to him by a poll clerk be erditle receive a ballot paper in the same
manner as any other voter; but the ballot papethii;m Act referred to as "the tendered
ballot paper") shall be of a colour different frolne ordinary ballot papers.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall require the voterdeliver the tendered ballot paper to him
instead of allowing it to be put in the ballot baexid the Presiding Officer shall endorse on
it the name of the voter and his number in thestegiof voters.

(38) The ballot paper shall on delivery to the Riiegy Officer and in the view of all present be
set aside by the Presiding Officer in a packetidéel for tendered votes and the tendered
ballot paper shall be counted by the Returningdeffi

(4) The Presiding Officer shall, when he tendetsaliot paper under this section, enter the
name of the voter and his number in the registerotérs on the list to be called tendered
vote list and the tendered vote list shall be poediin any legal proceedings arising out of
the election.

62 (1) The Presiding Officer shall regulate the adinis®f voters to the polling station and shalConduct at Polling

exclude all persons other than the candidatesjngoligents, poll clerks and personStations.
lawfully entitled to be admitted including accrestitobserversand the Presiding Officer
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shall keep order and comply with the requiremefthis Act at the polling station.

(2) The Presiding Officer may order a person tordraoved from a polling station or unit,
who behaves in a disorderly manner or fails to aoéwful order.

(38) A person removed from a polling station or umider this section shall not, without the
permission of the Presiding Officer, again enter plolling station or unit during the day
of the election, and if charged with the commissiéan offence in that polling station or
unit, the person shall be deemed to be a persam taito custody by a police officer for
an offence in respect of which he may be arrestdtbut a warrant.

(4) The provisions of subsection (3) of this sett&hall not be enforced so as to prevent a
voter who is otherwise entitled to vote at a pglistation or unit from having an
opportunity of so voting.

(5) In the absence of the presiding officer, thdl Bterk shall enjoy and exercise all the
powers of the Presiding Officer in respect of diRglStation or Unit.

63. (1) At the prescribed hour for the close of pdile tPresiding Officer shall declare the polClosing of Poll.
closed and no more person(s) shall be admittedth®oPolling Station and only those
already inside the Polling Station shall be allowedote.

(2) After the declaration of the close of polls, vater already inside the polling station shall
be permitted to remain in the polling station usletherwise authorized under this Act.

64.(1) The Presiding Officer shall, after counting tleges at the polling station or unit, enter th€ounting of votes
votes scored by each candidate in a form to becpbesl by the Commission as the casend forms.
may be.

(2) The Form shall be signed and stamped by thsiding Officer and counter signed by the
candidates or their polling agents where availabkle Polling Station.

(3) The Presiding Officer shall give to the PRudli Agents and the police officer where
available a copy each of the completed Forms #fteas been duly signed as provided in
subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall count and annouheeresult at the Polling Station.

65. A candidate or a Polling Agent may, where preséra Rolling Station when counting ofRecount.
votes is completed by the Presiding Officer, demtanidave the votes recounted, provided
that the presiding Officer shall cause the votdset@o recounted only once.

66.  After the recording of the result of the electidine Presiding Officer shall announce thBost-election
result and deliver same and election materials usdeurity to such persons as may h@ocedure and
prescribed by the Commission collation of election

results.

67(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, kobgaper, which does not bear the officiaRejection of Ballot
mark, shall not be counted. Paper without official
mark.

(2) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that allbpaper which does not bear the official
mark was from a book of ballot papers which wasiiired to the Presiding Officer of the
polling station in which the vote was cast for @ethe election in question, he shall,
notwithstanding the absence of the official madymt that ballot paper.

68 (1) The Presiding Officer shall endorse the worjécted" on the ballot paper rejected undelEndorsement on
section 55 and for any other reason, and the bpHpers shall not be counted excepRejected Ballot
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69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

otherwise allowed by the Returning Officer who noagrrule the Presiding Officer. Paper without
official mark.
(2) If an objection to the decision of a Presiding €¥fito reject a ballot paper is raised by a
candidate or a polling agent at the time the dewiss made, the Presiding Officer shall
add to the word "rejected"”, the phrase "but obpktbé.

(3) The Presiding Officer shall prepare a statenmmmtrejected ballot papers, stating the
number rejected, the reason for rejection and gegial number, he shall on request allow
a candidate or a Polling Agent to copy the statémen

The decision of the Returning Officer on any quastrising from or relating to- Decision of
(a) unmarked ballot paper; Returning Officer on
Ballot Paper.

(b) rejected ballot paper; and

(c) declaration of scores of candidates and the ratfiencandidate, shall be final subject
to review by a tribunal or Court in an electionipet proceedings under this Act.

In an election to the office of the President ov&aor whether or not contested and in ariyeclaration of
contested election to any other elective office, tiasult shall be ascertained by counting tiesult.

votes cast for each candidate and subject to tinégions of sections 133, 134 and 179 of

the Constitution, the candidate that receives theeast number of votes shall be declared

elected by the appropriate Returning Officer.

Where two or more candidates poll equal numbemtés being the highest in an election, tHequality of votes.
Returning Officer shall not return any of the catadés and a fresh election shall be held for
the candidates on a date to be appointed by ther@ssion.

The Commission shall cause to be posted on iteembiard and website, a notice showing- Posting of Results.
(a) the candidates at the election and their score&k; an

(b) the person declared as elected or returned atebtom.

The Chief Electoral Commissioner or any officerramiizedby him shall keep official custod Custody of
of all the documents, including statement of resalid ballot papers relating to the electiodpcuments.
which are returned to the Commission by the Retgr@fficers.

Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Comnussshall issue and publish in the Gazett8tep by step
guidelines for the elections which shall make psnis, among other things, for the step kngcording of poll.
step recording of the poll in the electoral forns rmay be prescribed beginning from
the polling station or unit to the last collatioentre for the ward or constituency where the
result of the election shall be declared.

Every Result Form completed at the Ward, Local Gowvent, State and National levels ifResult forms to be
accordance with the provision of this Act or anyid&lines issued by the Commission shafligned and counter-
be stamped, signed and countersigned by the rdl@fficers and polling agents at thossigned.
levels and copies given to the police officers trapolling agents, where available.

19



76. (1) A sealed Certificate of Return at an election iprescribed form shall be issueertificate of Return

@)

within 7 days to every candidate who has won amtiele under this Act. at Election.
Provided that where the Court of Appeal or the 8oy Court being the final
Appellate Court in any election petition as theecamay be nullifies the
Certificate of Return of any candidate, the Comiisshall within 48 hours

after the receipt of the order of such Court isthgesuccessful candidate with a

valid Certificate of Return.

Where the Commission refuses and, or negtedsssue a certificate of return, a certified
true copy of the Order of a Court of Competentstiction shall, ipso facto, be sufficient
for the purpose of swearing- in a candidate dedlasethe winner by that Court.

77. The forms to be used for the conduct of Eladb the offices mentioned in section 41 of this Forms for use at
act and election petition arising therefrshall be determined by the Commission. election.

PART V

POLITICAL PARTIES

78. (1) Any political association which complies withet provisions of the Constitution and thi§owers of the

@)

3

4

®)

(6)

Act for the purposes of registration shall be regexd as a political party. Providedi?OmmiSSiOD'tO
however, that such application for registratioragsolitical party shall be duly submittedegister Political
to the Commission not later than 6 months befagergeral election. Parties.

The Commission shall on receipt of the document fulfilment of the conditions
stipulated by the Constitution immediately issuee thpplicant with a letter of
acknowledgement stating that all the necessary rdents had been submitted to the
Commission.

Any political association that meets the ctinds stipulated in the Constitution and this
Act shall be registered by the Commission as dipaliparty within 30 days from the date

of receipt of the application and if after the 3ys the Association is not registered by the
Commission it shall be deemed to be so registered.

If the Association has not fulfilled all themditions under this section, the Commission
shall within 30 days from the receipt of applicatiaotify the Association in writing
stating the reasons.

Any Association which through the submissioh false or misleading information
pursuant to the provisions of this section procwwreertificate of registration shall have
such certificate cancelled.

No application for registration as aifohl party shall be processed unless here is
evidence of payment of administrafee as may be fixed from time to time by the

Commissian

79. The decision of the Commission not to register aegociation as a political party may b®ecision of the
challenged in a court of law, provided that anyalegction challenging the decision of th€ommission subject
Commission shall be commenced within 30 days frtwn date of receipt of the letter oto judicial review..
notification of non registration from the Commigsio
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80. Every Political Party registered under this Act Ikl a body corpote with perpetual Political Parties to
succession and a common seal and may sue anddstgecorporate name. be bodies corporate.

81. (1) Any political party or association, which comtenes the provisions of section 227 of tHeontravention of
Constitution is guilty of an offence and liable @mviction to a fine of- Section 227 of the
1999 Constitution.
(a) N500,000.00 for the first offence;
(b) N 700,000.00 for any subsequent offence; and
(c) N 50,000 for every day that the offence continues.

(d) forfeit the grant due it frometlCommission for the year in which the offence was
committed, and for every yeawihich the offence continues.

(2) Any person or group of persons who aids ontsabepolitical party in contravening the

provisions of section 227 of the Constitution stuelguilty of an offence and be liable on
conviction to a fine 0£800,000 or 3 years imprisonment or both.

82.(1) The Commission shall keep a register of symbmlsise at elections. Sym_bols of Political
(2) The Commission shall register the symbol pbhtical party if it is satisfied that- rartes
(@ no other symbol of the same design is registered;
(b) the symbol is distinctive from any other symbokally registered; and
(c) its use will not be offensive or otherwise objentible.
(3) The Commission shall remove a symbol from #gister of symbols if-

(a) the political party in whose name it is regist requests the removal; or

(b) the Commission is of the opinion that the ficdil party in whose name the symbol is
registered has ceased to exist or to use the symbol

(4) Nothing in this section shall authorize thettient or registration for use at any election of
a symbol or material as symbol of a party, if ittpays-

(a) the Coat of Arms of the Federation;
(b) the Coat of Arms of any other country;

(c) any device or emblem which in the opinion of thommission is normally associated
with:-

(i) the official acts of Government;

(ii) any of the Armed Forces of the Federationhar Nigerian Police Force or other uniformed
service;

(iii) the regalia of a chief;
(iv) any tribe or ethnic group;
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83.

84

(v) any religion or cult;
(vi) any portrait of a person living or dead.

(d) any symbol or part of a symbol which under phevision of this section continues to be
registered by another political party.

(5) Subiject to the provisions of this section, sigenbol allotted to a political party and in use
immediately before the coming into force of thist Aball continue to be available to, and
be used by, that political party without paymentta fee mentioned in sub-section (2) of
this Section.

Where a symbol is registered by a political pantpccordance with this Act, the CommissionAllocation of
shall allot the symbol to any candidate sponsosethé political party at any election. Symbols.

(1) Any two or more registered political partiesymaerge on approval by the Commission
following a formal request presented to the Comioissy the political parties for that
purpose. Merger of Political
Parties.
(2) Political Parties intending to merge shalllegtve to the Commission six months notice
of their desire to do so before a general election.

(3) The written request for merger shall be serth®Chairman of the Commission and shall
be signed jointly by the National Chairman, Secsetand Treasurer for the time being of
the different Political Parties proposing the memyed shall be accompanied by:-

(@) a special resolution passed by the Nationahv€otion of each of the parties
proposing to merge, approving the merger;

(b) the proposed full name and acronym, Constitlytmanifesto, symbol or logo of the
party together with the addresses of the Natioffadeoof the merged party; and

(c) evidence of payment of administrative costdN@D0,000 or as may be fixed from
time to time by an Act of the National Assembly.

(4) On receipt of the request for merger of anljtieal Parties the Commission shall consider
the request; and if the parties have fulfilled thkquirements of the Constitution and this
Act, approve the proposed merger and communicsaitdeitision to the Parties concerned
before the expiration of thirty (30) days from ttegte of the receipt of the formal request.

(5) Where the request for the proposed mergepjscaed, the Commission shall forthwith
withdraw and cancel the certificates of registratid all the Political Parties opting for the
merger and substitute therefore, a single centdiaa registration in the name of the
merged Party.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsecti@) ¢f this section no merger of Political
Parties received by the Commission less than sintinsobefore any general election in the
country shall be considered by the Commission.

85. (1) Every registered political party shall give tiemmission at least 21 days notice of aryotice of

convention, congress, conference or meeting comvéarehe purpose of electing members donvention,
its executive committees, other governing bodiesn@minating candidates for any of th&ongress, etc.
elective offices specified under this Act.
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The Commission may with or without prior nottecethe political party monitor and attend
any convention, congress, conference or meetinghwikiconvened by a political party for
the purpose of:-

(a) electing members of its executive committeestioer governing bodies;
(b) nominating candidates for an election at anglte
(c) approving a merger with any other registerelitipal party.

Notice of any congress, conference or medtimghe purpose of nominating candidates
for Area Council elections shall be given to then@aission at least 21 days before such
congress, conference or meeting.

86.(1) The Commission shall monitor and keep recarfishe activities of all the registeredMonitoring of
political parties. Political Parties.

87.

@)

®)

(4)

@)

The Commission may seek information or clagifion from any registered political party
in connection with any activities of the politicakarty which may be contrary to the
provisions of the constitution or any other law,idglines, rules or regulations made
pursuant to an Act of the National Assembly.

The Commission may direct its enquiry under ssafion (2) of this section to the
Chairman or Secretary of the Political Party at eional, State, Local Government or
Area Council or Ward level, as the case may be.

A Political Party which fails to provide thequred information or clarification under
subsection (2) of this section or carry out anyflawlirective given by the Commission in
conformity with the provisions of this section is guilty of arifence and liable on
conviction to a fine of not less tha#b80,000.00.

Any Political Party that- Offences in relation
to finances of a
(@) holds or possesses any fund outside Niger@itravention of section 225(3)(a) oPolitical Party.
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Niger#9 commits an offence and shall
forfeit the funds or assets to the Commission andamviction shall be liable to a fine
of not less thar-BD0,000.00;

(b) retains fund or other asset remitted to itfroutside Nigeria in contravention of
section 225(3)(b) of the Constitution of the Fetd&wpublic of Nigeria 1999 is guilty
of an offence and shall forfeit the funds or asdetsthe Commission and on
conviction shall be liable to a fine of not lesariiN500,000.00.

Any Political Party that contravenes the psis of sub-section 1 of this section shall not
be eligible to receive a grant under section 9thisf Act.
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89.(1)

@)

Every political party shall submit to the Conssibn a detailed annual statement arRkeriod to be covered
analysis of its sources of funds and other ast®ysther with statement of its expenditurby Annual Statement.
in such a form as the Commission may from timenetrequire.

The Statement of Assets and Liabilities refétein subsection (1) of this section shall be
in respect of the period®1January to 3 December in each year, and that in the year
which this Act comes into operation, it shall be fthe period beginning with the
registration of such party and ending on the follap82* December.

Every political party shall grant to any officauthorized in writing by the Commission,
access to examine the records and audited accdepis by the political party in

accordance with the provisions of this Act and plodétical party shall give to the officer
all such information as may be requested in ratatioall contributions received by or on
behalf of the party.

The Commission shall publish the report orhsexxaminations and audit in three National
Newspapers.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Athe statement relating to the electioBtatement as to
expenses of a political party as prescribed ini@e@4 of this Act shall be submitted taelection expenses.
the Commission in a separate audited account #Heeiprescribed form not later than 90

days from the date of the election.

Any political party which commits a breach of tisction is guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on conviction to a maximum fine e£}(J800,000) and in the case of failure to
submit an accurate audited return within the stifgd period, the court may impose a
maximum penalty of-4R00,000) per day on any party for the period atterreturn was
due until it is submitted to the Commission.

90. The National Assembly may approve a grant fesbdisement to the political parties contestirigrants to Political

elections after the coming into force of this Act. Parties for election.
91(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, tNational Assembly may make an annu#nnual grants to
grant to the Commission for distribution to theiségred political parties to assist them ifPolitical Parties for
their operation. their operations.
(2) The Commission shall distribute such grantodlews:
(@) 10% of the grant shall be shared equally amontheltegistered political parties.
(b) The remaining 90% of the grant shall be shared gntba registered political parties in

proportion to the number of seats won by each partlye National Assembly.

92.(1)

(2)
93.(2)
section.

@)

®)

The Commission shall have power to place htioh on the amount of money or othelPower to limit
assets, which an individual or group of personsamarribute to a political party. contribution to a
Political Party.

Every political party shall maintain a record all contributors and the amounts
contributed.

Election expenses shall not exceed the sunulatgd in subsection (2) — (7) of thidimitation on
election expenses.

The maximum of election expenses to be incubred candidate at a presidential election
shall be £600,000,000)

The maximum of election expenses to be inculrgda candidate at a Governorship

24



election shall be<M00,000,000)

(4) The maximum amount of election expenses taberied in respect of senatorial seat by a
candidate at an election to the National Assembéllde &20,000,000). While the seat
for House of Representative shall bel(\D00,000) respectively.

(5) In the case of State Assembly election, theimasm amount of election expenses to
incurred shall be<£B,000,000)

(6) In the case of Chairmanship election, the maximamount of election expenses to be
incurred shall be<£Bl,000,000)

(7) In the case of Councillorship election the maxin amount of election expenses to be
incurred shall be<£BI00,000)

(8) In determining the total expenditure incurredelation to the candidature of any person at
any election no account shall be taken of:-

(a). any deposit made by the candidate on his/imation in compliance with the law

(b) any expenditure incurred before the notifizatof the datdixed for the election with
respect to services rendered or material suppkéor® such naotification.

(c) Political party expenses in respect of the candidtnding for a particular election.
(9) No individual or other entity shall donate mdnan L, 000,000) to any candidate.
(10) A candidate who knowingly acts in canention of this section commits an offence and
on conviction is liable —
(a) in case of presidential electiom maximum fine of N1,000,000.00 or imprisonment
of 12 months or both
(b) in the case of a governorship electmm ffine of N800,000.00 or imprisonment for 9

months or both;

(c) in case of senatorial seat in the Natidkxssembly election to a fine of N600,000.00 or
imprisonment for 6 months or both;

(d) in the case of House of Representatiees in the National Assembly election to a fine
of N500,000.00 or imprisonment for 5 months or both

(e) in the case of a State House of Assemliglgtion to a fine of N300,000.00 or 3 months
imprisonment or both;

(H in the case of Chairmanship election &ofine of N300,000.00 or 3 months
imprisonment or both; and

(g) in the case of Councillorship electiom & fine of N100,000.00 or 1 month
imprisonment or both.

(11) Any individual who knowingly acts in contraventiofi subsection (9) shall on conviction
be liable to a maximum fine of N500,000.00 or 9 therimprisonment or both.
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(12) Any Accountant who falsifies or conspires adsaa candidate to forge or falsify a

94.(1)

document relating to his expenditure at an electioneceipt or donation for the election
or in any way aids and abets the breach of theigignvof this section of this Act commits
an offence and on conviction is liable to 10 yeamgrisonment.

For the purposes of an election, "election esgs" means expenses incurred by a politidalection expenses of
party within the period from the date notice isagivby the Commission to conduct apolitical parties.
election up to and including, the polling day ispect of the particular election.

(2) Election expenses incurred by a political pddythe management or the conduct of an

3

4

©®)

(6)

Q)

election shall be determined by the Commissioroimsaltation with the political parties.

Election expenses of a political party shaldubmitted to the Commission in a separate
audited return within six months after an elect&@rd such return shall be signed by the
party's auditors and counter-signed by the Chairofathe Party and be supported by a
sworn affidavit ly the signatories as to the correctness of its otsite

The return referred to in subsection (3) obtkéction shall show the amount of money
expended by or on behalf of the party on electixmeases, the items of expenditure and
commercial value of goods and services receiveélfmtion purposes.

The political party shall cause the return sifted to the Commission pursuant to
subsection (4) of this section to be publishectileast two National Newspapers.

Any political party which incurs election exgas beyond the limit stipulated in this Act
is guilty of an offence and shall be liable on dotien to a maximum fine of
N1,000,000.00. and forfeiture of excess amounteadbmmission.

The Commission shall make available for pubigpection during regular business hours
at its Headquarters and state offices the audirmstof the political parties required by
subsection (3) of this section which shall include names, addresses, occupation, and
amount contributed by each contributor to a party.

95.(1) No political party shall accept or keep inpisssession any anonymous monetary or othaisclosure by

2

®)

(4)

contributions, gifts, properties, etc from any smuwhatsoever. political parties.
Every political party shall keep an account asdet book into which shall be recorded:-
(a) all monetary and other forms of contribution reeeiy the party; and

(b) the name and address of any person or entity thrtilbutes any money or other
thing which exceeds-IN000,000.00

No political party shall accept any monetaryotiner contribution exceeding={80,000)
unless it can identify the source of the moneytbeocontribution to the Commission.

Every political party sponsoring the electidraccandidate shall, within three months after
the announcement of the results of the electidm,afireport of the contributions made by
individuals and entities to the Commission.

96 (1) For the purpose of the proper and peaceful wandf political rallies and processions, th€onduct at political
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Commissioner of Police in each state of the Feueraand the Federal Capital Territoryrallies, and
Abuja, shall provide adequate security for proa@ssiat political rallies in the states and thgrocessions, etc.
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

&)

®)

97.(1)

@)

A person who, while present at a political yadk procession or voting centre, has with
him any offensive weapon or missile otherwise timpursuance of a lawful duty is guilty
of an offence and liable on conviction to a maximfine of N100,000 or imprisonment
for a term of 2 years or both.

For the purpose of subsection (2) of this S&cta person shall be deemed to be acting in
pursuance of a lawful duty if he is acting in higoacity as a police officer or as a member
of a security agency authorized to carry arms argpecifically posted to be present at that
political rally or procession.

No political campaign or slogan shall be tathtwith abusive language directly oProhibition of certain

indirectly likely to injure religious, ethnic, tréb or sectional feelings. conducts, etc. at
Political Campaigns.

Abusive, intemperate, slanderous or baseulage or insinuations or innuendoes designed

or likely to provoke violent reaction or emotiorisai not be employed or used in political

campaigns.

(3) Places designated for religious worship, pdditzgion, and public offices shall not be used-

(4)

®)

(6)

@)

98.(1)

(a) for political campaigns, rallies and processjar

(b) to promote, propagate or attack political maticandidates or their programmes or
ideologies.

Masquerades shall not be employed or usednigypalitical party, candidate or person
during political campaigns or for any other pobiipurpose.

No political party or member of a politicalrpashall retain, organize, train or equip any
person or group of persons for the purpose of @mabhem to be employed for the use or
display of physical force or coercion in promotigy political objective or interests, or in

such manner as to arouse reasonable apprehensibithdy are organized, trained or
equipped for that purpose.

No political party, person or candidate shHadkp or use private security organization,
vanguard or any other group or individual by whatemame called for the purpose of
providing security, assisting or aiding the poltiparty or candidate in whatever manner
during campaigns, rallies, processions or elections

A political party or person who contravenes @ngvision of this section is guilty of an
offence and liable on conviction-

(a) in the case of an individual, to a maximunefof 850,000 or imprisonment for the
term of 6 months; and

(b) in the case of a political party, to a fine 85600,000 in the first instance, and
N1,000,000 for any subsequent offence.

No candidate, person or group of persons shadktly or indirectly threaten any persorProhibition of use of
with the use of force or violence during any poéti campaign in order to compel thatorce or violence
person or any other person to support or refraimfrsupporting a political party orduring political
candidate. campaign.
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(2) Any person or political party that contraveriee provisions of this section is guilty of an
offence and liable on conviction-

(a) in the case of an individual, to a maximum fofeN50,000 or imprisonment for a
term of six months; and

(b) in the case of a political party, to a fine 8250,000 in the first instance, ar
N500,000 for any subsequent offence.

99. Where a Political Party ceases to exist in accareavith the constitution and this Act, &ffect on elected
person elected on the platform of the Politicaltyan an election under this Act shallofficer where
remain validly elected, complete his tenure, aodpfirposes of identification, be regardegolitical party ceases
as a member of the political party under whiclwias elected. to exist.

100.. Any Political Party registered by the Commissianaccordance with the provisions of anfxisting political
law in force immediately before the coming intoderof the Constitution of the Federaparties.
Republic of Nigeria 1999 and this Act shall be dedno have been duly registered under
this Act

101.(1) For the purpose of this Act, the period of caigping in public by every political partyLimitation on
shall commence 90 days before polling day and dnlgio2irs prior to that day. political broadcast
and campaign by
(2) A registered Political Party which through gmgrson acting on its behalf during the 2political parties.
hours before polling day-

(a) advertises on the facilities of any broadcastindertaking; or

(b) procures for publication or acquiesces in thublipation of an advertisement in a
Newspaper, for the purpose of promoting or opposipgrticular candidate, is guilty
of an offence under this Act and upon convictioalkbe liable to a maximum fine of
N500,000.

102. (1) A government owned print or electronic mediumalsgive equal access on daily basis tioimitation on
all reqgistered political parties or candidateswaftspolitical parties. Political Broadcast
and Campaign by
(2) A denial of such access and equal time constian offence punishable in the firsany other person.
instance with a maximum fine ¢£300,000 and the withdrawal of the license of the
offending electronic media house by the Nationaldgicasting Commission for a period
of 12 months on any subsequent violation.

(3) A person other than a Political Party or a ¢daig who procures any material for
publication for the purposes of promoting or oppgsa particular political party or the
election of a particular candidate over the radiegvision, newspaper, magazine,
handbills or any print or electronic medium whatsre called during 24 hours
immediately preceding or on polling day is guilfyam offence and liable on conviction to
a maximum fine 080,000 or imprisonment for six (6) months or tothot

103.(1) A candidate and his party shall campaign fer ¢kections in accordance with such rulésampaign for
and regulations as may be determined by the Cesioni. election.

(2) State apparatus including the media shall net dmployed to the advantage or
disadvantage of any political party or candidatarat election.

(3) Media time shall be allocated equally among bétical parties at similar hours of the
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day.

(4) At any public electronic media, equal airtintneak be allotted to all political parties during
prime times at similar hours each day, subjechéopayment of appropriate fees.

(5) At any public print media, equal coverage andspicuity shall be allotted to all political
parties.

(6) Any public media that contravenes subsectiomm@® 4 of this section shall be guilty of
offence and on conviction be liable to a maximurnefof4500,000 in the first instance
and to a maximum fine e£NO00,000 for subsequent conviction.

104.(1) A person, print or electronic medium who brecasgts, publishes, advertises or circulat&ohibition of
any material for the purpose of promoting or oppgs particular political party or theBroadcast, etc 24
election of a particular candidate over the rad@evision, newspaper, magazinehours preceding or
handbills, or any print or electronic media whatswecalled during twenty four hourson polling day.
immediately preceding or on polling day is guilfyam offence under this Act.

(2) Where an offence under subsection (1) of seistion is committed by a body corporate,
every principal officer of that body is equally fyiof an offence under this Act.

(3) Where any person is convicted of an offencdeuthis section he shall be liable:
(@) inthe case of a body corporate to a maximue &f~500,000 and

(b) in the case of an individual to a maximum fafeN100,000 or to imprisonment for
12 months.

105. Any candidate, person or association who engagesuinpaigning or broadcasting based ddampaign based on
religious, tribal, or sectional bias for the purpa$ promoting or opposing a particular politicaleligion, tribe, etc.
party or the election of a particular candidategusity of an offence under this Act and on
conviction shall be liable to a maximum fine=e100,000 or imprisonment for twelve months
or to both.

PART VI
PROCEDURE FOR ELECTION TO AREA COUNCIL.

106.(1) The conduct of elections into the offices ofa@man, Vice Chairman and a member of dﬂOWGFIOf .the
Area Council and the recall of a member of an ACeancil shall be under the directiofcommission.
and supervision of the Commission in accordanchk wlite provisions of this Act.

(2) The Register of Voters compiled and the pollimgts established by the Commission and
any other regulations, guidelines, rules or manisgsed or made by the Commission
shall be used for elections into the Area Counciieaall of a member.

107.(1) There shall be elected for each Area Coumcthe Federal Capital Territory a Chairmaklection to offices of
and Vice-Chairman. Chairman, Vice-

Chairman and
(2) There shall be a councilor for each electoraitdain an area council of the Federal Capit&louncillors
Territory.

108.(1) Subject to the provision of this section, bemmission shall divide each Area CouncIDivision of Local
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109.

110(1)

into Electoral wards not being less than 10 artdmare than 20 as the circumstance @overnment Area
each Area Council may require. and Area Council
into Registration
The boundaries of each ward shall be suchtiieahumber of inhabitants of the Electorahrea
ward is as nearly equal to the population quotahef Electoral ward as is reasonably
practicable.

The Commission shall review the division of gvArea Council into wards at intervals of
not less than 10 years and may alter such Eleotaal in accordance with the provisions
of subsection (1) of this Section to such exterit asay consider desirable in the light of
the review.

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsectioh @Bthis section, the Commission may, at
any time, carry out such a review and alter thectBlal ward in accordance with the
provisions of this section to such extent as itsiders necessary in consequence of any
amendment to section 3 of the Constitution or amyigion replacing that provision or by
reason of the holding of a National Population @ener pursuant to an Act of the
National Assembly.

A person shall be qualified for election under st of this Act if he- Qualification.
(a) is a citizen of Nigeria;

(b) is registered as a voter;

(c) has attained the age of 25years for Counsellor3nglears for Chairman and Vice
Chairman;

(d) is educated up to at least the School Certifieatellor its equivalent;

(e) is a member of a political party and is sponsongthht party.

A person shall not be qualified to contest aaaACouncil election under this Act if- Disqualification.

(a) subject to the provisions of section 28 of @wstitution, he has voluntarily acquired
the citizenship of a country other than Nigeria éxcept in such cases as may be
prescribed by the National Assembly, has made fdgion of allegiance to such a
country;

(b) he is adjudged to be a lunatic or otherwisgdated to be of unsound mind under any
law in force in any part of Nigeria ;

(c) he is under a sentence of death imposed onblgimny competent court of law or
tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonmentfine for an offence involving
dishonesty or fraud (by whatever name called) gr @her offence imposed on him
by such a court or tribunal constituted by a corapeauthority for any other sentence
imposed on him by such a court or tribunal;

(d) within a period of less than ten years beftire date of an election to the Area
Council, he has been convicted and sentenced foffance involving dishonesty or
he has been found guilty of contravention of thel€of Conduct;

(e) he is an undischarged bankrupt, having beardgdf or otherwise declared bankrupt
under any law in force in any part of Nigeria;

(f) he is a person employed in the public servicthe Federation or of any State or Area
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Council (other than a person holding elective effiand he has not resigned, withdrawn
or retired from such employment 30 days beforedtite of election;

(9) he is a member of any secret society;

(h) he has been indicted for embezzlement or flaud Judicial Commission of Inquiry
or an Administrative Panel of Inquiry or a Triburedt up under the Tribunals of
Inquiry Act, a Tribunal of Inquiry Law or any othéaw by the Federal or State
Government which indictment has been accepted &y #ueral or State Government,
as the case may be;

(i) he has within the preceding period of 10 yearssented a forged certificate to the
Commission;

(i) he has been dismissed from the public serviteghe Federation, State, Local
Government or Area council; or

(k) he has been elected to such office at any pnevious elections in the case of
Chairman

(2) Where in respect of any person who has been-
(a) adjudged to be a lunatic;
(b) declared to be of unsound mind;
© sentenced to death or imprisonment; or
(d) adjudged or declared bankrupt,

any appeal against the decision is pending in anytof law in accordance with any law
in force in Nigeria, subsection (1) of this sectirall not apply during a period beginning
from the date when such appeal is lodged and eratirte date when the appeal is finally
determined or as the case may be, the appeal lapgeabandoned, whichever is earlier.

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2) of this sectan “appeal” includes any application for
an injunction or an order of certiorari, mandamushibition, or habeas corpus, or any
appeal from any such application.

111.(1) Election into all the Area Councils shall kelchon the same date and day throughout tBate of Area Council
Federal Capital Territory. Elections and method
of voting.
(2) By-elections to fill vacancies that occur ine@r Councils shall be held within 30 days
from the date the vacancy occurred.

(3) The date mentioned in subsection (1) of thidiee shall not be earlier than sixty days
before and not later than 30 days before the etipiraf the term of office of the last
holder of that office.

(4) Where a vacancy occurs less than 3 months ééfa day on which the Area Council
stand dissolved there shall be no by-electionltthi& vacancy.

(5) Where a vacancy occur more than three months béfierelay the Area Council stan
dissolved there shall be a bye-election to fill taeancy not later than 30 days from the
date the vacancy occurred.

(6) Voting shall be by open-secret ballot.
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112 The procedure for filing nominations and the captimd countingf votes for Area Counci Procedure for Area
elections shall be the same as is applicabl¢her @lections under this Act. Council Elections.

113.(1) If after the expiration of time for the deliyeof nomination papers and the withdrawal dProcedure for
candidates for election of Councillors under thist Anly one candidate remains duljNomination, etc
nominated, that candidate shall be declared retumnepposed.

(2) If after the expiration of time for the deliyeof Nomination Papers and the withdrawal of
candidates for election of Councillors under thést®on more than one candidate remains
duly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordamitle the provisions of this Act.

(3) Where at the close of nomination for electimnthe office of Chairman, only one
candidate-

(a) has been nominated; or

(b) remains nominated by reason of the disqualificatisithdrawal, incapacitation,
disappearance, or death of the other candidateConemission shall extend the time
for nomination by seven days. PROVIDED: that whafter the extension, only one
candidate remains validly nominated there shalidé&urther extension.

114.(1) A candidate for an election to the Office ofatiman shall be deemed to have been duBjection of Area
elected to the office where being the only candidetminated for the election he has: Council Chairman.

(a) a majority of YES votes over NO votes cashatelection; and
(b) not less than one-third of the votes cast atellection in each of at least two-thirds of
all the wards in the Area Council. PROVIDED: thdtere the only candidate fails to

be elected in accordance with this subsection tihere shall be fresh nomination.

(2) A candidate for an election to the officetbé Chairman shall be deemed to have been
elected where there being only two candidatesh®relection-

(@) he has a majority of the votes cast at thetien; and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the \aaeat the election in each of at least two-
thirds of all the wards in the Area Council, as thse may be.

(3) If no candidate is duly elected under subseac{®) of this section, the State commission
shall within 7 days conduct a second election betwéhe two candidates, and the
candidate who scored the majority of votes casthatelection shall be deemed duly
elected at the election.

(4) A candidate for an election to the office ofaiman shall be deemed to have been duly
elected where, there being more than two candidatebe election-

(a) he has the highest number of votes cast al#uotion; and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the vastsat the election in each of at least
two-thirds of all wards in the Area Council, as tase may be.

(5) If no candidate is duly elected in accordandé subsection (4) of this section, there shall

be a second election in accordance with subse@@ipof this section at which the only
candidates shall be:
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115.(1)

@)
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116.

117.(2)

(a) the candidate who scored the highest numbgotafs at the election held under
subsection (4) of this section; and

(b) one among the remaining candidates who hasridjerity of votes in the highest
number of wards so however that where there aree tian one candidate, the one
among them with the highest total number of votast @t the election shall be the
second candidate for the election.

In default of a candidate duly elected under thregoing subsections, the Commission
shall within 7 days of the result of the electiaichunder the said subsections arrange for
another election between the two candidates arghdidate at such an election shall be
deemed to have been duly elected to the office Ghairman of the Area Council if he
has-

(a) a majority of the votes cast at the electiomd a

(b) not less than one-quarter of the votest at the election in each of at least two-thirds
of all the wards in the Area Council, as the casg be.

If no candidate is duly elected under subsact&) of this section, arrangements shall be
made within 7 days of the result of the last etattifor another election between the two
candidates specified in subsection (6) of thisiseciand a candidate at this last election
shall be deemed duly elected to the office of Ghair of the Area Council if he scores a
simple majority of votes cast at the election.

If a person duly elected as Chairman dies leefaking and subscribing to the Oath dPeath of Chairman
Allegiance and Oath of Office, the person electdthvaim as Vice-chairman shall bebefore Oath of office
sworn in as Chairman who shall then nominate anld thie approval of a majority of the

members of the Area Legislative Council appoinew vice-chairman.

Where the Vice-Chairman is appointed from amdmg Councilors as the new Vice-
Chairman, the Commission shall conduct a bye-eladio fill the vacant seat created in
the Ward from which the new Vice-Chairman has teggpointed.

Where the persons duly elected as ChairmanVérelChairman of an Area Council die
before taking and subscribing the Oath of Allegemmd Oath of Office during which
period the Area Council has not been inaugurateddbmmission shall within 21 days
conduct an election to fill the vacancies.

An Area Council shall stand dissolved at the exjmiraof a period of three yearsDissolution of Area
commencing from the date- Council.

(a) when the Chairman took the oath of office; or
(b)  when the legislative arm of the (council was inaaged) whichever is earlier.

A member of an Area Council shall vacate kists$n the Council- Vacation of seat of
members.
(a) on the date given in his letter of resignation; or

(b) if he takes up full time paid employment at anyelesf the government or in the
private sector.

(c) being a person whose election was sponsored blitec&8dParty, he resigns from that
party or becomes a member of another PoliticalyPlefore the expiration of the
period for which the Area Council was elected;
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Provided that his membership of the latter political pastyiot as a result of a division in
the political party of which he was previously amieer or of a merger of two or more
political parties or factions by one of which hesyaeviously sponsored; or

(d) if he becomes a member of a secret society or dog®ther thing disqualifying him
from holding the office of Chairman or Councillarsder this Act; or

(e) if the Leader of the Area Legislative Council rees a certificate under the hand of
the Commission stating that the provisions of secfil8 of this Act have been complied
with in respect of the recall of that member.

(2) The Leader of the Area Legislative Council sfgive effect to subsection (1) of this
section, so that the Leader shall first preserdence satisfactory to the Area Council that
any of the provisions of that subsection has becappdicable in respect of that member.

118 (1) The Chairman or Vic€hairman may be removed from office in accordanitt e Removal of
provision of this section. Chairman or Vice-
Chairman
(2) Whenever a notice of any allegatid gross misconduct in writing signed by not l¢
than one-third of the members of the Area LegigtatCouncil stating that the holder of the office
of Chairman or Vice-Chairman is guilty of miscontirc the performance of the functions of his
office, detailed particulars of which shall be dfied are presented to the Speaker of the Area
Legislative Council.

(3) The leader of the Area Legislative Council shalthivi 7 days of the notice, cause a copy
of the notice to be served on the holder of tHe®fand on each member of the Area
Legislative Council and shall also cause any statgrmade in reply to the allegation by
the holder of the office to be served on each membthe Area Legislative Council.

(4) Within 14 days of the presentation of tiagice, (Whether or not any statement was
made by the holder of the office in reply to thlegation contained in notice) the Area
Legislative Council, shall resolve by motion with@any debate whether or not the allegation
shall be investigated.

(5) A motion of the Area Legislative Counttikt the allegation be investigated shall not
be declared as having been passed unless it isdagy the votes of not less than two-thirds
majority of all the members of the Area Legislat¥euncil.
(6) Within 7 days of the passing of a motion unsigosection (4) of this section, the leader of
the Area Legislative Council shall inform the Chikfdge of the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja, who shall appoint a Panel of seven persdms iw the opinion of the Chief Judge are of
unguestionable integrity not being members of -

(a) any public or civil service;

(b) a legislative house; or

(c) a political party to investigahe allegation as provided in this section.
(7) The holder of an office whose conduct is gemvestigated under this section shall have
the right to defend himself in person or be repntess: before the Panel by a legal practitioner

of his own choice.

(8) A Panel appointed under this section shall —
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(a) have such powers and exercise its functiorec@ordance with such procedure as may be
prescribed by an Act of the National Assembly;

(b)within three months of its appointmeeport its findings to the Area Legislative Council.

(9) Where the Panel reports to the Area LegigtaBiouncil that the allegation ha snot been proven
no further proceedings shall be taken in respetie@mmatter.

(10) Where the report of the Panel is that thegation against the holder of the office has b
proved, then within 14 days of the receipt of tepart, the Area Legislative Council shall consider
the report with the holder of the office being mmetsat the meeting and if by a resolution of the
Area Council supported by not less than two-thimdgority of all its members, the report of the
Panel is adopted then the holder of the officelgtahd removed from office as from the date of
the adoption of the report.

119. A member of an Area Council may be recalled as mb®e if- Recall
ecall.

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of the Cigsiom a petition in that behalf signed
by not less than one-half of the persons registdediote in that member's
constituency alleging their loss of confidencehattmember; and

(b) the petition is thereafter approved in a refielum conducted by the Commission

within 90 days of the date of the receipt of tleitipn by a simple majority of the
votes of the persons registered to vote in that begi® constituency

PART VII
PROCEDURE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL ELECTIONS

120. Voting in Local Government Council Elections shal by open-secret ballot. Voting by Open
secret ballot.

121. The procedure for filing nominations and the captand counting of votes for LocalProcedure for Local

Government Council elections shall be the samis applicable to other elections undeGovernment
this Act. Elections.

122.(1) If after the expiration of time for the deliyeof Nomination Papers and the withdrawal dProcedure for
candidates for election of Councilors under thig Aoly one candidate remains dulyNomination etc.
nominated, that candidate shall be declared retumnepposed.

(2) If after the expiration of time for the delivery nbmination papers and the withdrawal of
candidates for election of Councilors under thistise more than one candidate is duly
nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance thighprovisions of this Act

(3) Where at the close of nomination for election te thffice of Chairman, only one
candidate-

(a) has been nominated, or
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(b) remains nominated by reason of disqualificgtiomithdrawal, incapacitation,
disappearance, or death of the other candidates,Sthte Independent Electoral
Commission shall extend the time for nomination7byays. PROVIDED: that where
after the extension only one candidate remainsiiyatiominated there shall be no
further extension.

123. (1) A candidate for an election to the Office tife Chairman shall be deemed to have beklection of

2

3

4

®)

(6)

duly elected to the office where being the onlydidate nominated for the election h&€hairman.
has:

(a) a majority of YES votes over NO votes cashatelection; and

(b) not less than one-third of the votes eashe election in each of at least two-thirds of
all the wards in the Local Government.

But where the only candidate fails to be electe@dnordance with this subsection then
there shall be fresh nominations.

A candidate for an election to the office b&tChairman shall be deemed to have been
elected where, there being only two candidateshi®election-

(@) he has a majority of the votes cast at thetiein; and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the \a#istat the election in each of at least two
thirds of all the wards in the Local Government @ailj as the case may be.

If no candidate is duly elected under subsec{®) of this section, the State Independent
Electoral Commission shall within 7 days conductexrond election between the two
candidates, and the candidate who scored the myagdrvotes cast at the election shall be
deemed duly elected at the election.

A candidate for an election to the office o&t@hairman shall be deemed to have been
duly elected where, there being more than two ckids for the election:

(a) he has the highest number of votes cast al#otion; and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the \azssat the election in each of at least two-
thirds of all wards in the Local Government, as¢hee may be.

If no candidate is duly elected in accordawite subsection (4) of this section, there shall
be a second election in accordance with subse@@ipof this section at which the only
candidates shall be:

(a) the candidate who scored the highest numberotéds at the election held under
subsection (4) of this section; and

(b) one among the remaining candidates whotha majority of votes in the highest
number of wards so however that where there arertian one candidate, the one
among them with the highest total number of votest @t the election shall be the
second candidate for the election.

In default of a candidate duly elected undés tection, the State Independent Electoral
Commission shall within 7 days of the result of thkection held under the said
subsections arrange for another election betwesrdhdidates and a candidate at such an
election shall be deemed to have been duly eldgotede office of a Chairman of Local
Government if he has-
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(a) a majority of the votes cast at the electiord a

(b) not less than one-quarter of the votes casteatlection in each of at least two-thirds
of all the wards in the Local Government Area.

(7) If no candidate is duly elected under subsactf) of this section, arrangements shall be
made within 7 days of the result of the last etattifor another election between the two
candidates specified in subsection (6) of thisiseciand a candidate at this last election
shall be deemed duly elected to the office of CGhair of a Local Government if he scores
a simple majority of votes cast at the election.

PART VI

ELECTORAL OFFENCES

124.(1) Any person who: Offences in relation
to registration, etc

(a) without authority, destroys, mutilates, defaoesemoves or makes any alteration in
any notice or document required for the purposegistration under this Act;

(b) knowingly gives false information or makes ¢séastatement with reference to any
application for registration of his name or withfereence to any objection to the
retention of the name of a person in the registeoters;

(c) presents himself to be or does any act whehebig by whatever name or description
howsoever, included in the register of voters fazoastituency in which he is not
entitted to be registered or causes himself to égistered in more than one
registration or revision centre;

(d) publishes any statement or report which he lsitmabe false or does not believe to be
true so as to prevent persons who are qualifieddister from registering as voters;

(e) makes in any record, register or document khieis required to prepare, publish or
keep for the purpose of registration, any entrgtatement which he knows to be false
or does not believe to be true;

(f) impedes or obstructs a registration officeraorevision officer in the performance of
his duties;

(g) without proper authority, wears the identifioat of a registration officer or assistant
registration officer or wears any other identifioatpurporting to be the identification
of a registration officer or assistant registratidficer;

(h) forges a registration card; or
(i) carries out registration or revision of votetsa centre or place not designated by the

Commission commits an offence and liable on comicto a maximum fine of
N100,000 or to 12 months imprisonment or to both.

125. (1) A person commits an offence if he- Offences inrespect
of nomination etc
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@)

®)

4

®)

(a) forges any nomination paper;
(b) willfully defaces or destroys any nominatiorppg
(c) delivers to an electoral officer any nominatmaper knowing it to be forged,;

(d) signs a nomination paper as a candidate in rtiae one constituency at the same
election;

(e) forges any ballot paper or official mark on dvgllot paper or any certificate of
return;

(f) willfully destroys any ballot paper or officianark on any ballot paper or any
certificate of return;

(g) without authority gives a ballot paper to arygon;
(h) willfully places in any ballot box any unautieed paper;

(i) willfully removes from a polling station any bet paper whether or not the ballot
paper was issued to him in that polling station;

(i) without authority destroys or in any other maninterferes with a ballot box or its
contents or any ballot paper then in use or likelyoe used for the purpose of an
election;

(k) signs a nomination paper consenting to be aidate at an election knowing that he
is ineligible to be a candidate at that election;

A person who commits an offence under subsec(ly of this section is liable on
conviction to a maximum fine e£200,000 or to imprisonment for 2 years or to both.

A person commits an offence if:

(a) without proper authority prints a ballot paper draw purports to be or is capable of
being used as a ballot paper at an election;

(b) being authorized by the Commission tmtpballot papers prints more than the
number or quantity the Commission authorized;

(c ) without authority, is found in possessionaoballot paper when he is not in the
process of voting and at a time when the electimnwhich the ballot paper is
intended is not yet completed;

(d) manufactures, constructs, imports into Nigehias in his possession, supplies to any
election official or uses for the purpose of ancttm, or causes to be manufactured,
constructed or imported into Nigeria, supplies ty @lection official for use for the
purpose of any election, any Ballot Box includingyaompartment, appliance, device
or mechanism on or by which a ballot paper mayaid be secretly placed or stored
in, or having been deposited during polling may deeretly diverted, misplaced or
manipulated;

A person who commits an offence under subsec{B) of this section is liable on
conviction to a maximum fine 6¢£5000,000 and imprisonment for 5 years or to both.

An attempt to commit any offence under thistis® shall be punishable in the same
manner as the offence itself.
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126.

127.

Any person who, at a political meeting held aftee tdate for an election has beeDisorderly behaviour
announced: at political meetings.

(a) acts or incites another to act in a disorderanner for the purpose of preventing the
transaction of the business for which the meetiag wonvened; or

(b) has in his possession an offensive weaponissiles; commits an offence and liable
on conviction to a maximum fine e£190,000 or imprisonment for 12 months or
both.

Any person who: Improper use of
voters cards.

(a) being entitled to a voters card, gives itdme other person for use at an election other
than an officer appointed and acting in the coofd@s duty under this Act.;

(b) Not being an officer acting in the course @ Huty under this Act, receives any
voters card in the name of some other person aoperfor use at an election uses it
fraudulently;

(c) without lawful excuse has in his possessionentban one Voters Card; or

(d) buys, sells, procures or deals, with a votensl otherwise than as provided in this
Act; commits an offence is liable on convictionaanaximum fine ofd 100,000 or
imprisonment for 12 months or both.

128. (1) No person shall provide for the purpose of ather person to a registration office or to lmproper use of

polling station any government vehicle or boat,any vehicle or boat belonging to avehicles.
public corporation except in respect of a persoro v ordinarily entitled to use such
vehicle or boat and in emergency in respect oflect@ral officer.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisionshif section shall be guilty of an offence

and liable on conviction to a maximum fine & 50,000 or to imprisonment for six
months or to both.

129.(1) Any person who- Impersonation  and

voting when not
(@) applies under this Act to be included in asy tif voters in the name of some othegualified.
person, whether such name is that of a persongligndead or of a fictitious
person;

(b) having once to his knowledge been propertjuied in a list of voters under this
Act as a voter entitled to vote at any electiorpli@s, except as authorized by this
Act, to be included in any other list of voters maeed for any Constituency as a
voter at an election;

(c) applies for a Ballot Paper in the name of sather person, whether such name is
that of a person living or dead or of a fictitiquerson;

(d) bhaving voted once at an election applies atdtme election for another ballot
paper;

(e) votes or attempts to vote at an electionwking that he is not qualified to vote at
the election; or
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)] induces or procures any other person to votaratlection knowing that such
other person is not qualified to vote at the etetticommits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a maximum fine e¢DN0,000 or 12 months imprisonment or both.

(2) Any person who commits the offence of impersgimmaor who aids, abets, counsels or
procures the commission of that offence, shall biitygof an offence and be liable on
conviction to a maximum fine &£ 100,000 or imprisonment for 12 months or both.

(3) No person charged with the offence ropérsonation shall be convicted except on the
evidence of at least two witnesses.

130.(1) Any officer appointed for the purposes ofstiict, who without lawful excuse commits
any act or omits to act in breach of his officialtyl commits an offence and orDereliction of duty.
conviction is to a maximum fine e£10,000 or to imprisonment for 12 months or both.

(2) Any Polling Officer who fails to report proniptat his polling station on an election day
without lawful excuse commits an offence of det@ic of duty and on conviction is
liable to maximum fine o100,000 or 12 months imprisonment or both.

(3) Any Polling Officer who fails to discharge Hasnful duties at his polling station without
lawful excuse commits and offence of derelictiordofies and on conviction is liable to a
maximum fine 0£X.00,000 or 12 months imprisonment or both.

(4) Any person who announces or publishes an electsult knowing same to be false or
which is at variance with the signed certificaterefurn commits and offence and on
conviction is liable to 36 months imprisonment.

(5) Any Returning Officer or Collation Officer whabelivers or causes to be delivered a false
certificate of return knowing same to be falsete Commission or a State Independent
Electoral Commission, commits an offence and onviation is liable to a maximum
imprisonment for 3 years without an option of fine.

(6) Any person who delivers or causes to be dediyea false Certificate of return knowing
same to bedise to any news media shall commits an offencecancbnviction is liable tc
imprisonment for 3 years.

131. (1) Any person who does any of the following: Bribery and
conspiracy.
(a) directly or indirectly by himself or by anyhatr person on his behalf, gives, lends or
agrees to give or lend, or offers, promises,

(b) promises to procure or to endeavour to prgcamg money or valuable consideration
to or for any voter, to or for any person on belwdliny voter, or to or for any other
person, in order to induce any voter to vote, foame from voting, or corruptly does
any such act on account of such voter having votecfrained from voting, at any
election;

(c) directly or indirectly, by himself or by anyh@r person on his behalf, corruptly makes
any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or agnent to or for any person, in order
to induce such person to procure or to endeavoprdoure the return of any person
as a member of a Legislative House or to an eledffice or the vote of any voter at
any election upon or in consequence of any gifin]mffer, promise, procurement or
agreement, corruptly procure, or engages or pramisesndeavours to procure, the
return of an person as a member of a legislatives@@r an elective office or the vote
of any voter at any election;

(d) upon or in consequence of any gift, loan, ffeomise, procurement or agreement
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corruptly procures, or engages or promises or eqaiga to procure, the return of any
person as a member of a Legislative House or teleative office or the vote of any
voter at any election;

(e) advances or pays or causes to be paid anyyrore for the use of any other person,
with the intent that such money or any part thesal be expended in bribery at any
election, or who knowingly pays or causes to bel ay money to any person in
discharge or repayment of any money wholly or int gxpended in bribery at any
election;

(f) after any election directly, or indirectly, thimself, or by any other person on his
behalf receives any money or valuable consideratioaccount of any person having
voted or refrained from voting, or having inducet ather person to vote or refrain
from voting or having induced any candidate toaiefifrom canvassing for votes for
himself at any such election, commits an offencd an conviction is liable to a
maximum fine oEXL00,000 or 12 months imprisonment or both.

(2) A voter commits an offence of bribery who hefoor during an election directly or
indirectly himself or by any other person on hih&l§ receives, agrees or contracts for
any money, gift, loan, or valuable consideratidifice, place or employment, for himself,
or for any other person, for voting or agreeingvate or for refraining or agreeing to
refrain from voting at any such election.

(3) Nothing in this section shall extend or apf@ymoney paid or agreed to be paid for or on
account of any lawful expenses bona fide incurteat @aoncerning any election..

(4) Any person who commits the offence of bribisriiable on conviction to a maximum fine
of N100,000 or imprisonment for 12 months or both.

(5) Any person who conspires, aids or abets with ather person to commit any of the
offences under this part of this Act shall be guif the same offence and punishment
thereto.

(6) For the purposes of this Act, a candidate dhallleemed to have committed an offence if
it was committed with his knowledge and consentha knowledge and consent of a
person who is acting under the general or speattlogity of the candidate with reference
to the election.

132. (1) Every person in attendance at a polling staiwluding every officer charged with theRequirement of
conduct of an election and his or her assistardseaery polling agent and candidate isecrecy in voting.
attendance at a polling station or at the collati@mtre, as the case may be, shall
maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy ofvbing.

(2) No person in attendance at a polling booth wrtiess section shall, except for some
purpose authorized by law, communicate to any peistormation as to the name or
number on the register of any voter who has omioasoted at the place of voting.

(3) No person shall:
(a) interfere with a voter casting his vote, or &y other means obtain or attempt to
obtain in a polling station information as to thendidate for whom a voter in that

place is about to vote for or has voted for; or

(b) communicate at any time to any othesperinformation obtained in a polling station as
to the candidate to whom a voter is about to voteas voted for.

(4) Any person acting contrary to the provisionstiis section commits an offence and is
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liable upon conviction to a maximum fine 68,000 or to imprisonment for 6 months or
both

133.  Any person who: Wrongful voting and
false statements
(a) votes at an election or induces or procurespangon to vote at an election, knowing
that he or such person is prohibited from votirgydat; or

(b) before or during an election, publishes anyest@nt of the withdrawal of a candidate
at such election knowing it to be false or recklgsso its truth or falsity; or

(c) before or during an election publishes anyest&nt as to the personal character or
conduct of a candidate calculated to prejudicecttance of election of the candidate or to
promote or procure the election of another candidatd such statement is false and was
published without reasonable grounds for beliefthg person publishing it that the
statement was true, commits an offence and shdiabk on conviction to a maximum
fine of &50,000 or imprisonment for a term of 6 months bath.

134.(1) Any person who knowingly votes or attemptsvtde in a Constituency in respect o¥/oting by
which his name is not on the register of voters mit an offence and is liable onunregistered person.
conviction to a maximum fine ¢£50,000 or to imprisonment for a term of 6 months or
both.
(2) Any person who knowingly brings into a pollistation during an election a voters card

issued to another person commits an offence arlcbe on conviction to a fine of
N50,000 or to imprisonment for6 months or both.

135. Any person who at an election acts or incites athemct in a disorderly manner commits aRisorderly conduct at
offence and is liable on conviction to a maximumefiof NL00,000 or imprisonment for aelections.
term of 12 months or both.

136. (1) No person shall on the date on which an eladgoheld do any of the following acts oOffences on election
things in a polling station or within a distance300 metres of a polling station- day.
(a) canvass for votes;
(b) solicit for the vote of any voter;
(c) persuade any voter not to vote for any parsicahndidate;
(d) persuade any voter not to vote at the election;
(e) shout slogans concerning the election;

(f) be in possession of any offensive weapon om@eg dress or have any facial or other
decoration which in any event is calculated tonidiate voters;

(g) exhibit, wear or tender any notice, symbol, tolgoaph or party card referring to the
election;

(h) use any vehicle bearing the colour or symbolaopolitical party by any means
whatsoever;

() loiter without lawful excuse after votirg after being refused to vote;
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(i) snatch or destroy any election materials; and
(k) blare siren.

(2) No person shall in the vicinity of a pollingitior collation centre on the day of which an
election is held:

(a) convene, hold or attend any public meetinginduthe hours of poll as may be
prescribed by the Commission;

(b) unless appointed under this Act to make dficktnnouncements, operate any
megaphone, amplifier or public address apparatus;

(c) wear or carry any badge, poster, banner,dlagymbol relating to a political party or
to the election.

(3) A person who contravenes any of the provisiginthis section commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine o£50,000 or imprisonment for 6 months for every such
offence.

(4) Any person who shatches or destroys any electiaterials shall be liable on conviction
to 24 months imprisonment

137. A person who: Treating

(a) corruptly by himself or by any other persoraay time after the date of an election
has been announced, directly or indirectly giveprawvides or pays money to or for
any person for the purpose of corruptly influendihgt person or any other person to
vote or refrain from voting at such election, oramtount of such person or any other
person having voted or refrained from voting atselection; or

(b) being a voter, corruptly accepts or takes rgareany other inducement during any of
the period stated in paragraph (a) of this seatmmmits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine 0&400,000 or 12 months imprisonment or both.

138. A person who: Undue influence.

(a) directly or indirectly, by himself or by aher person on his behalf, makes use of or
threatens to make use of any force, violence draies

(b) inflicts or threatens to inflict by himself dry any other person, any minor or
serious injury, damage, harm or loss on or againserson in order to induce or
compel that person to vote or refrain from voting,on account of such person
having voted or refrained from voting; or

(c) by abduction, duress, or a fraudulent deviceamtrivance, impedes or prevents the
free use of the vote by a voter or thereby competkjces, or prevails on a voter to
give or refrain from giving his vote,

(d) by preventing any political aspirants frdinee use of the media, designated
vehicles, mobilization of political support and qaeign at an election, commits the
offence of undue influence and is liable on conwittto a fine 0of<X.00,000 or
imprisonment for 3 years.
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139. The offences referred to in this Act shall applyrézall of a member of a LegislativeOffences relating to
House and a member of Local Government Council. Recall.

PART IX
DETERMINATION OF ELECTION PETITIONS ARISING FROM EL  ECTIONS

140.(1) No election and return at an election undes #it shall be questioned in any manndtroceedings to
other than by a petition complaining of an undusceébn or undue return (in this Actquestion an Election.
referred to as an "election petition") presentedthte competent tribunal or court in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitutiorof this Act, and in which the person
elected or returned is joined as a Party.

(2) In this section "tribunal or court" means:
(a) inthe case of Presidential election, the CouAppeal; and
(b) in the case of any other elections under &tg the Election Tribunal established
under the Constitution or by this Act.

(3) The Election Tribunals provided for under then6titution and this Act shall be
constituted not later than 14 days before the Elect

141. An election petition under this Act shall be pragel within thirty (30) days from the dateTime for presenting
the result of the election is declared; Election Petition
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142. (1) There shall be established for the Federalt@laperritory one or more Election Tribunals€Establishment of
(in this Act referred to as the Area Council ElentiTribunal) which shall, to the exclusion of anjrea Council
other court or tribunal, have original jurisdictitmhear and determine any question as to whethdElection Tribunal.
(a) any person has been validly elected to the offit€leairman, Vice-Chairman or
Councillor;
(b) the term of office of any person elected to thécefof Chairman, Vice-Chairman or
Councillor has ceased;
(c) the seat of a member of an Area Council has bec@went; and
(d) a question or petition brought before the Area @iuBlection Tribunal has been
properly or improperly brought;

(2) An Area Council Election Tribunal shall consi$ta Chairman and four other members.

(3) The Chairman shall be a Chief Magistrate and &dher members shall be appointed from
among Magistrate of the Judiciary of the Federapit@ah Territory, Abuja and legal
practitioners of at least 10 years post-call exge®, non-legal practitioners of
unguestionable integrity or other members of théiclary of the Federal Capital Territory
not below the rank of a Magistrate.

143.(1) There shall be established for the Federalit@laperritory (FCT) the Area Council Establishment of
Election Appeal Tribunal which shall to the exclusiof any other court or tribunal hea”Area Council
and determine appeals arising from the decisiothefArea Council Election PetitionElection Appeal
Tribunal. Tribunal.

(2) The decision of the Area Council Election Aplp&ebunal in respect of Area Council
elections shall be final.

(3) An Area Council Election Appeal Tribunal shabnsist of a Chairman and four other
members and the Chairman shall be a Judge of e Eburt and the four other members
shall be appointed from among judges of the HighirCof the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja, Kadis of the Sharia Court of Appeal of thexlEral Capital Territory, Abuja, Judges
of the Customary Court of Appeal or other membéthe Judiciary of the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja not below the rank of a Chief Msigate.

(4) The quorum of an Area Council Election Tribuskll be the Chairman and two other

members.
144. (1) An election petition may be presented by onmore of the following persons: Persons entitled to
present Election
(@) acandidate in an election; Petitions.

(b) a Political Party which participated in the elentio

(2) The person whose election is complained oihishis Act, referred to as the Respondent,
but if the petitioner complains of the conduct ofiEectoral Officer, a Presiding Officer, a
Returning Officer or any other person who took parthe conduct of an election, such
officer or person shall for the purpose of this Aetdeemed to be a Respondent and shall
be joined in the election petition in his or heffi@él status as a necessary party.
PROVIDED: that where such officer or person is shdw have acted as an agent of the
Commission, his non-joinder as aforesaid will aotits own operate to void the petition
if the Commission is made a party.

145. (1) An election may be questioned on any of th¥ghg grounds, that is to say: ~ Grounds of petition.

(a) that a person whose election is questioned watheatime of the election,
not qualified to contest the election;

(b) that the election was invalid by reason of corrygactices or non-
compliance with the provisions of this Act;
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(c) that the respondent was not duly elected by mgjofittawful votes cast at
the election; or

(d) that the petitioner or its candidate was validlynimated but was unlawfully
excluded from the election.

(2) An act or omission which may be contrary to iastruction or directive of the
Commission or of an officer appointed for the pwgof the election but which is not
contrary to the provisions of this Act shall notitsfelf be a ground for questioning the
election.

146.(1) An Election shall not be liable to be invaligld by reason of non compliance with th€ertain defects not to
provisions of this Act if it appears to the Eleatidribunal or Court that the election wasnvalidate election.
conducted substantially in accordance with theggpies of this Act and that the non
compliance did not affect substantially the restiihe election

(2) An election shall not be liable to be questibihg reason of a defect in the title, or want of
titte of the person conducting the election orragtin the office provided such a person
has the right or authority of the Commission todiact the election.

147.(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this sectionhé Tribunal or the Court as the case may be, Nullification of
determines that a candidate who was returned etedlavas not validly elected on any election by Tribunal
ground, the Tribunal or the Court shall nullify thiection. or Court.

(2) If the Tribunal or the Court determines thataamdidate who was returned as elected was
not validly elected on the ground that he did reuire the majority of valid votes cast at
the election, the Election Tribunal or the Cousttlde case may be, shall declare as elected
the candidate who scored the highest number ofl vadites cast at the election and
satisfied the requirements of the Constitution tinsl Act.

(3) Subject to the provision of subsection (2)settion 149 of this Act, on the motion of a
respondent in an election petition, the Electioibdmal or the Court, as the case may be,
may strike out an election petition on the grouhdttit is not in accordance with the
provisions of this Part of this Act, or the prowiss of First Schedule of this Act.

148.  Without prejudice to the provisions of section 2@dbsection (1) of the Constitution of theAccelerated hearing
Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 an election patitand an appeal arising therefrom  of election petitions.
under this Act shall be given accelerated hearimyshall have precedence over all other
cases or matters before the Tribunal or Court.

149. (1) If the Election Tribunal or the Court, as tbase may be, determines that a candid®erson elected to
returned as elected was not validly elected, theotice of appeal against that decisioremain in office
is given within 21 days from the date of the demisithe candidate returned as electgumbnding
shall, notwithstanding the contrary decision of tBkection Tribunal or the Court,determination of
remain in office pending the determination of tippeal. appeal.

(2) If the Election Tribunal or the Court, as tbase maybe, determines that a candidate
returned as elected was not validly elected, thedidate returned as elected shall,
notwithstanding the contrary decision of the ElgtiTribunal or the Court, remain in
office pending the expiration of the period of 24yd within which an appeal may be
brought.

150(1) Where the Commission, an Electoral Officer,URétg Officer to any other official of Legal representation
the Commission has been joined as a respondent éeation petition, a Legal Officer ofof Commission, etc.
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the Commission or a Legal Practitioner engagedhiegy@ommission shall represent the
Commission, Electoral Officer, Presiding OfficeetRrning Officer or other official of the
Commission at the Tribunal or Court.

(2) The Attorney-General of the State concernedif@dn person or through any of his
Legal Officers) or the Attorney General of the Fadien (acting in person or through any
of his Legal Officers) may represent the Commisséam the Officers referred to in
subsection (1) of this section with the written semnt or authority of the Commission.

(3) A private Legal Practitioner or Legal Officengaged by the Commission pursuant to
subsection (1) and (2) of this Section shall bétledtto be paid such professional fees or
honorarium, as the case may be, to be determinélaeb@ommission.

Rules of Procedure

for election petition
151. The rules of procedure to be adopted for electietitipns and appeals arising therefrorgchedule I.
shall be those set out in First Schedule to this Ac

PART X
MISCELLANEOUS

152 No person holding an elective office to which thAist relates or a registered member of
Political Party shall be eligible for or be appeiato carry out the duties of a returning Ofﬁceﬁom acting as
an electoral officer, presiding officer or a pdiéik; and any officer appointed to carry out any, . ction of%icers
of those duties shall be ineligible for nominatema candidate for election while he continues )
to hold any such appointment.

Bersons disqualified

Conduct of
referendum/plebiscite
or State Creation.

153 Notwithstanding the powers of the Commissiondoduct elections or referendum as
conferred by this Act and the Constitution, the @ussion shall conduct referendum o
plebiscite for the creation of states or on anyepthatter in respect of which a referendum
plebiscite may be required under the Constitutioraimy other law made by the National
Assembly.

154. If the registration card of a voter is lost or aegitally destroyed the voter may attend ihoss of registration
person at the office of the registration officedampply for another registration card. Theard.
registration officer shall make such enquires @a@bmmission may prescribe for the purpose;
and where the registration officer is satisfiedt@agshe loss or accidental destruction of the
registration card, he may issue another card todker.

155.(1) The Commission may prescribe: Election Expenses by
the Commission.
(a) a scale of remuneration for officers appointed unlklis Act for the conduct of elections;

(b) a scale of maximum charges in respect of otherresgeeincurred by an Electoral Officer,
a Presiding Officer or a Returning Officer in contien with an election, and may revise
the scale as it thinks fit or expedient.

(2) An Electoral Officer, Presiding Officer, or Reting Officer shall, in addition to any
remuneration prescribed under paragraph (a) ofestios (1) of this section be entitled to
such sums in respect of expenses not exceedingréseribed scale, in connection with
the conduct of an election as are reasonable.
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(3) The Commission may pay such honoraria as it adetgrmine to all other persons and
officers who may be involved in one way or the otimeconducting an election under this
Act, or in carrying out any task in connection with election or election petition arising
therefrom.

(4) All fees and other remuneration approved ursidrsection (1) of this section shall be
charged upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund ofederktion and shall be paid in such
manner as the Commission deems fit.

156. No person who has voted in any election underAhtsshall, in any legal proceedings ~ Secrecy of Ballot
arising out of the election, be required to sdgr whom he voted.

157. The Commission shall consider any recommendatiotlentia it by a tribunal with respect taProsecution of
the prosecution by it of any person for an offediselosed in any election petition. Offence disclosed in
Election Petition.

158.(1) An offence committed under this Act shall biakle in a Magistrate Court or a HighTrial of offences.
Court of a State in which the offence is commit@dthe Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja.

(2) A prosecution under this Act shall be undertakg Legal Officers of the Commission or
any Legal Practitioner appointed by it.

159. (1) An order for an inspection of a polling documenan inspection of a document Inspection of
or any other packet in the custody of the Chieficvet] Electoral Commissioner or any documents.
other officer of the Commission may be made byBheetion Tribunal or the Court if it is
satisfied that the order required is for the puepokinstituting or maintaining an election
petition.

(2) A document other than a document referrech teubsection (1) of this section relating to
an election and which is retained by the Chief dtal Electoral Commissioner or any
other officer of the Commission in accordance wittis section shall be open for
inspection on an order made by the Election Tribona Court in exercise of its powers
to compel the production of documents in legal peatings, but shall not otherwise be
open for inspection.

160.  Without prejudice to the other provisions of thistAthe Commission may delegate any ddelegation of Powers
its powers and functions to any National Elect@aimmissioner, Resident Electorabf the Commission.
Commissioner, Electoral Officer, any other dofficof the Commission or any other
officer appointed under the provision of thist Aabject to any conditions or limitations
which it may consider necessary or expedientjmoise and no such delegation  shall
be construed to limit the right of the Commissiorekercise such power, itself.

161. The Commission may, subject to the provisions &f #ct, issue regulations, guidelinesRegulations.
or manuals for the purpose of giving effect to phevisions of this Act and for its
administration thereof.

162. The Commission shall have power to conduct civiocation and enlightenment in theCivic education by
print and electronic media to enhance its functions the Commission.

163  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Aatyalefect or error arising from Validation.
any actions taken by an official of the Commissiorelation to any notice, form
or document made or given or other thing whatsodaae by him in pursuance
of the provisions of the Constitution or of thistAor any rules made thereunder
remain valid, unless otherwise challenged and dettlemvalid by a competent
Court of Law or Tribunal.
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164. (1) In this Act,, unless the context otherwisguiees: Interpretation.

"appointment" includes appointment to an officenfamation of appointment, promotion or
transfer;

“Area Council” means Area Councils recognized amdting by virtue of S.3(6) of the 1999
Constitution and as set out in Part Il of the F8shedule thereof and any additional Area Council
provided by an Act of the National Assembly in actamce with section 8(5) of the Constitution.

"Association" means a body of persons (corporatetioerwise) who agree to act together for any
common purpose and includes an association formedry ethnic, social, cultural, occupational
or religious purpose.

"Attorney-General of the Federation" means the {Otaev Officer of the Federation;
"authority" includes government or government agearad Corporate bodies;

"Chief Electoral Commissioner" means the Chairmah ledependent National Electoral
Commission;

“Civil Servant” a person employed in the civil ses of the Federation or of a State or Local
government

"Clerk" means the Clerk of the National Assemblyer& of the State House of Assembly, and
Clerk of the Legislative House of the Local GoveamtiArea Council or any person acting in that
capacity;

"Commission" means the Independent National Elattd@ommission established by the
Constitution;

"Constitution" means the Constitution of the FetiRgpublic of Nigeria 1999;

“Conviction” means a pronouncement by a Court dbdmal that a person is guilty of an offence

under this Act or under the provisions of the Citason whether or not any punishment is

imposed on the person as a result of the convic@@amviction further includes admission by a

person in writing, verbally, or by conduct thatikeguilty, or have committed or aided and abetted
the commission of the offence or crime concernédm: TConduct” referred to in this sub-section is,

for instance, where a person reimburses the sumsooky or any parts thereof obtained through
corrupt practice in order to avoid prosecution.

"Decision”, means in relation to court or tribunahy determination of that court or tribunal and
includes a judgment, decree, conviction, sentemrcier or recommendation;

“Election” means any election held under this Aatl includes a referendum.

"Electoral Officer" means a staff of the Commisswino is the head of the Commission's office at
a Local Government Area or Area Council level;

"Federation" means the Federal Republic of Nigeria;
"Function” includes power and duty;
"General Election" means an election held in thedfation at large which may be at all levels, and

at regular intervals to select officers to seafter the expiration of the full terms of their
predecessors;
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"Government” includes the Government of the Fedarabf a State or of a Local Government
Area or Area Council, or any person or organ exs@rgi power or authority on its behalf;

"House" or “Legislative House" means the Senatajddoof Representatives, House of Assembly
of a State and includes the Legislative Houselas@al Government Area or Area Council;

"Leader of an association" means every person iglen executive position in that association,
including in particular, the Chairman, SecretaryToeasurer of the association and every member
of its committee of management, however described;

"Leader of a Political Party" means every persolding an executive position in that Political
Party, including in particular, the Chairman, Séang or Treasurer of the Political Party and every
member of its committee of management, howeverritest;

"Legal Incapacity" means a person disqualified urtie Constitution or the present Act or any
other Law, Rules and Regulations from registeris@ &oter or from contesting elections;

"Local Government" means Local Government recoghaed existing by virtue of Section 3(6) of

the 1999 Constitution and set out in Parts | anof the First Schedule thereof and any additional
Local Government provided for by an Act of the NMatl Assembly in accordance with Section
8(5) of the Constitution.

"National Assembly" means the Senate and the HotiBepresentatives;

"offensive weapon or missile" includes any canrgum, rifle, carbine, revolver, pistol or any other

firearm, bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, knife, éaggxe, cudgel, or any other thing capable of
being used as an offensive weapon or missile, diotu teargas, acid, and any inflammable
substance capable of injuring a person.

"Office” or "Public Office" means any of the offisghe occupation to which is by election or
appointment under this Act;

"Petition” means an election petition under thig; Ac

"Polling Station" means the place, enclosure, bostlade or house at which voting takes place
under this Act and includes polling unit;

“Political Party” includes any association of parsavhose activities includes canvassing for votes
in support of a candidate for election under thi$ @&nd registered by the Commission;

"Power" includes function and duty;
"President” means the President of the Federal iRiepaf Nigeria,;

"Registrar" includes Chief Registrar, Deputy Chiregistrar and Registrar of other grades of the
Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, Federal High Cand the High Court of a State;

"Registration Officer" includes supervisory asgisteegistration officer and assistant registration
officer;

"Resident Electoral Commissioner" means the Coniaries deployed for the time being to a
State;

"Return" means the declaration by a Returning @ffiof a candidate in an election under this Act
as being the winner of that election;

“School Certificate” has the meaning as definethin Constitution.
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“Secret Society” has the meaning as defined irQestitution.

"State" when used otherwise than in reference te ohthe component parts of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria shall include government oftats;

"State Commission" means State Independent ElécBmamission established by S.197 of the
Constitution.

“Campaigning in public” referred to in section 18teans the campaign that commences after the
publication of the Notice of Election by the comsii pursuant to section 31 of this Act.

All references in this Act to a State in the Fetlerashall, where appropriate, be deemed to include
references to the Federal Capital Territory.

165. The following enactments are hereby repealed. Repeal of Electoral
Act 2002, INEC
(a) The Electoral Act 2002 Establishment Act
(b) INEC Estab. Act No.17 of 1998 No.17, 1988 etc.
(6) INEC (Amendment) Act No. 33 of 1998
166.  This Act may be cited as the Electoral Act, 2006. Citation

FIRST SCHEDULE
RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR ELECTION PETITIONS

Interpretation .
1. In this Schedule:

“Attorney-General” means the Attorney-General oé tRederation and includes the Attorney-
General of a State where the context admits;

“Civil Procedure Rules” means the Civil Procedundd? of the Federal High Court for the time
being in force;

“Election” means any election under this Act to @hhan election petition relates;

“Registry” means a Registry set up for an Elecfloibunal established by the Constitution or this
Act or the Registry of the Court of Appeal;

“Secretary” means the Secretary of an Electionuind established by the Constitution or this Act
and shall include the Registrar of the Court of dqlpor any officer or Clerk acting for him;

“Tribunal” means an Election Tribunal establishedier this Act or the Court of Appeal;
“Tribunal Notice Board” means a notice board at Begistry or a notice board at the place of
hearing where notice of presentation of electidtitipa or notice of hearing an election petition or
any other notice may be given or posted.

Security for costs.
2.—(1) At the time of presenting an election petitithe petitioner shall give security for all st

which may become payable by him to a withess suneham his behalf or to a respondent.
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(2) The Security shall be of such amount not I&ss $86,000.00 as the Tribunal or Court may
order and shall be given by depositing the amouitit the Tribunal or Court.

(3) Where two or three persons join in an elecfpetition, a deposit as may be ordered under
subparagraph (2) of this paragraph of this Scheshddl be sufficient.

(4) If no security is given as required by thisggaaph, there shall be no further proceedings en th
election petition.

Presentation of Election Petition

3.—(1) The presentation of an election petition emtthis Act shall be made by the petitioner (or
petitioners if more than one) in person, or by $ddicitor, if any, named at the foot of the elentio
petition to the Secretary, and the Secretary gfinadl a receipt.

(2) The Petitioner shall, at the time of presentihg election petition, deliver to the Secretary a
copy of the election petition for each respondemi &en other copies to be preserved by the
Secretary.

(3) The Secretary shall compare the copies of ketieh petition received in accordance with
subparagraph (2) of his paragraph with the origpsdition and shall certify them as true copies of
he election petition on being satisfied by the carigon that they are true copies of the election
petition.
(4) The petitioner or his Solicitor, as the caseythe, shall, at the time of presenting the election
petition, pay the fees for the service and theipabbn of the petition, and for certifying the ¢ep
and, in default of the payment, the election pmtitshall be deemed not to have been received;
unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders.

Contents of Election Petition.
4.—(1) An election petition under this Act shall—
(a) specify the parties interested in the electiatitipa;

(b) specify the right of the petitioner to preserd #tection petition;

(c) state the holding of the election, the scoreshef Candidates and the person returned as the
winner of the election; and

(d) state clearly the facts of the election petitaord the ground or grounds on which the petition is
based and the reliebaght by the petitioner.

(2) The election petition shall be divided into ggmraphs each of which shall be confined to a
distinct issue or major facts of the election petit and every paragraph shall be numbered
consecutively.

(3) The election petition shall further—

(a) conclude with a prayer or prayers, as for instatitat the petitioner or one of the petitioners be
declared validly elected or returned, having pollieel highest number of lawful votes cast at the
election or that the election may be declared nedlj as the case may be; and

(b) be signed by the petitioner or all petitionersgrthe Solicitor, if any, named at the foot of the
election petition.

(4) At the foot of the election petition there dhalko be stated an address of the petitioner for
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service at which address documents intended fopétisBoner may be left and its occupier.

(5) If an address for service is not stated asifipddn subparagraph (4) of this paragraph, the
petition shall be deemed not to have been filetkagthe Tribunal or Court otherwise orders.

(6) An election petition, which does not conformishywwsubparagraph (1) of this paragraph or any
provision of that subparagraph is defective and beagtruck out by the Tribunal or Court.

Further particulars.

5. Evidence need not to be stated in the electatitign, but the Tribunal or Court may order such
further particulars as may be necessary—

(a) to prevent surprise and unnecessary expense;

(b) to ensure fair and proper hearing in the sameagaiy a civil action in the Federal High Court;
and

(c) on such terms as to costs or otherwise as maydezed by the Tribunal or Court.

Address of Service.
6. For the purpose of service of an election petithn the respondents, the petitioner shall furnish
the Secretary with the address of the respondabtsie or the addresses of places where personal
service can be effected on the respondents.

Action by Secretary.

7.—(1) On the presentation of an election petitiamdl payment of the requisite fees, the Secretary
shall forthwith—

(a) cause notice, of the presentation of the eleqgditition, to serve on each of the respondents;
(b) post on the tribunal notice board a certifiedycopthe election petition; and .

(c) set aside a certified copy for onward transmisdmthe person or persons required by law to
adjudicate and determine the election petition.

(2) In the notice of presentation of the electiatitppn, the Secretary shall state a time, not dpein
less than five days but not more than seven dadgs thife date of service of the notice, within which
each of the respondents shall enter an appeanamespect of the election petition.

(3) In fixing the time within which the respondeiat® to enter appearance, the Secretary shall have
regard to—

(a) the necessity for securing a speedy hearingeoétbction petition; and

(b) the distance from the Registry or the place oérimg to the address furnished under
subparagraph (4) of paragraph 4 of this Schedule.

Personal service on Respondent.
8.—(1) Subject to subparagraph (2) and (3) of plaisagraph, service on the respondents—
(a) of the documents mentioned in subparagraphajldf(paragraph 7 of this Schedule; and

(b) of any other documents required to be servedhemtbefore entering appearance, shall be
personal.
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(2) Where the petitioner has furnished, under pagay 6 of this Schedule, the addresses of the
places where personal service can be effected @metfpondents and the respondents or any of
them cannot be found at the place or places, thiguial or Court on being satisfied, on an
application supported by an affidavit showing thktreasonable efforts have been made to effect
personal service, may order that service of anyh@nt mentioned in subparagraph (1) of this
paragraph be effected in any ways mentioned inr¢hevant provisions of the Civil Procedure
Rules for effecting substituted service in Civilsea and that service shall be deemed to be
equivalent to personal service.

(3) The proceedings under the election petitionl st be vitiated notwithstanding the fact that—
(a) the respondents or any of them may not have beemed personally; or
(b) a document of which substituted service has leftatted pursuant to an order made under
subparagraph (2) of this paragraph did not reaehrédbpondent, and in either case, the proceedings
may be heard and continued or determined as ifebpondents or any of them had been served
personally with the document and shall be valid effielctive for all purposes.

Entry of Appearance.
9.—(1) Where the respondent intends to opposel&uti@n petition, he shall—
(a) within such time after being served or deemedeHzen served with the election petition; or
(b) where the Secretary has stated a time under suma@h (2) of paragraph 7 of this Schedule,
within such time as is stated by the Secretaryereah appearance by filing in the Registry a
memorandum of appearance stating that he intendpgose the election petition and giving the
name and address of the Solicitor, if any, reprisgiim or stating that he acts for himself, as th
case may be, and, in either case, giving an adéveservice at which documents intended for him
may be left or served.

(2) If an address for service and its occupiersnatestated, the memorandum of appearance shall
be deemed not to have been filed, unless the TallamCourt otherwise orders.

(3) The memorandum of appearance shall be signédeoespondent or his Solicitor, if any.

(4) At the time of filing the memorandum of appeam, the respondent or his Solicitor, as the case
may be, shall—

(a) leave a copy of the memorandum of appearancedoh of the other parties to the election
petition and three other copies of the memorandulbretpreserved by the Secretary; and

(b) pay the fees for service as may be prescribatirected by the Secretary; and in default of the
copies being left and the fees being paid at the ©f filing the memorandum of appearance, the

memorandum of appearance shall be deemed not o leen filed, unless the Tribunal or Court
otherwise orders.

(5) A respondent who has a preliminary objectioniagt the hearing of the election petition on
grounds of law may file a conditional memorandunapgpearance.

Non-filling of Memorandum of Appearance.
10.—(1) If the respondent does not file a memoramdf appearance as required under paragraph
9 of this Schedule, a document intended for sergitdim may be posted on the Tribunal notice
board and that shall be sufficient notice of serw€the document on the respondent.

(2) The non-filling of a memorandum of appearantalls not bar the respondent from defending
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the election petition if the respondent files haply to the election petition in the Registry wittd
reasonable time, but, in any case, not later themtly-one (21) days from the receipt of the
election petition.

Notice of Appearance.

11. The Secretary shall cause copies of the merdonarof appearance to be served on, or its
notice to be given to the other parties to theteagetition.

Filling of reply.
12.—1) The respondent shall, within fourteen (14) daysentering an appearance file in the
Registry his Reply, specifying in it which of thact alleged in the election petition he admits and
which he denies, and setting out the facts on whechelies in opposition to the election petition.
(2) Where the respondent in an election petiti@mglaining of an undue return and claiming the
seat or office for a petitioner intends to provattthe claim is incorrect or false, the respondent
his reply shall set out the facts and figures ¢yeand distinctly disproving the claim of he
petitioner.
(3) The reply may be signed by the respondenteSiiicitor representing him, if any.
(4) At the time of filing the reply, the respondemt his Solicitor, if any, shall leave with the
Secretary copies of the reply for services on tiheroparties to the election petition with ten (10)
extra copies of the reply to be preserved by thaebary, and pay the fees for service as may be
prescribed or directed by the Secretary, and iauebf leaving the required copies of the reply or
paying the fees for service, the reply shall bentlgknot to have been filed, unless the Tribunal or
Court otherwise orders.

Service of Reply.

13. The Secretary shall cause a copy of the replyet served on each of the other parties to the
election petition.

Amendment of Election petition and reply.
14.—(1) Subject to subparagraph (2) of this panatgréghe provisions of the Civil Procedure Rules
relating to amendment of pleadings shall applyelation to an election petition or a reply to the
election petition as if for the words “any proceeghi” in those provisions there were substituted the
words “the election petition or reply”.
(2) After the expiration of the time limited by—

(a) Section 141 of this Act for presenting the electpetition, no amendment shall be made:

(i) introducing any of the requirements of subpanalrél) of paragraph 4 of this Schedule not
contained in the original Election petition filemt,

(ii) effecting a substantial alteration of the grofwrl or the prayer in, the election petition, or

(iii) except anything which may be done under the pions of subparagraph (3) of this paragraph,
effecting a substantial alteration of or additian the statement of facts relied on to support the
ground for, or sustain the prayer in the electietitipn; and

(b) paragraph 12 of the Schedule for filing the repy amendment shall be made—

(i) alleging that the claim of the seat or officethg petitioner is incorrect or false; or
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(ii) except anything which may be done under the pions of subparagraph (3) of this paragraph,
effecting any substantial alteration in or addittonthe admissions or the denials contained in the
original reply filed, or to the facts set out iretreply.

Particulars of votes rejected.

15. When a petitioner claims the seat alleging tizahad the highest number of valid votes cast at
the election, the party defending the electionatumn at the election shall set out clearly in his
reply particulars of the votes, if any, which hgemls to and the reasons for his objection against
such votes, showing how he intends to prove athtegring that the petitioner is not entitled to

succeed.

Petitioner’s Reply.

16.—(1) If a person in his reply to the electiorifen raises new issues of facts in defence of his
case which the petition has not dealt with, thatipeer shall be entitled to file in the Registry,
within five (5) days from the receipt of the resgdent’s reply, a petitioner’s reply in answer to the
new issues of fact, so however that—

(a) the petitioner shall not at this stage be emtittebring in new facts, grounds or prayers tending
to amend or add to the contents of the petitiadflby him; .and

(b) the petitioner’s reply does not run counter te pinovisions of subparagraph (1) of paragraph 14
of this Schedule.

(2) The time limited by subparagraph (1) of thisgmagaph shall not be extended.

Further particulars or directive.
17.—(1) If a party in an election petition wisheshiave further particulars or other directionshaf t
Tribunal or Court, he may, at any time after ewtirgppearance, but not later than ten days afeer th
filing of the reply, apply to the Tribunal or Cowpecifying in his notice of motion the directiaor f
which he prays and the motion shall, unless thkuh@l or Court otherwise orders, be set down for
hearing on the first available day.
(2) If a party does not apply as provided in subpgeaph (1) of this paragraph, he shall be taken to
require no further particulars or other directiamsl the party shall be barred from so applyingrafte
the period laid down in subparagraph (1) of thimgeaph has lapsed.
(3) Supply of further particulars under this paeggr shall not entitle the party to go beyond the
ambit of supplying such further particulars as hegen demanded by the other party, and embark

on undue amendment of, or additions to, his petitio reply, contrary to paragraph 14 of this
Schedule.

Hearing of petition to be in open Tribunal or Court.

18. Every election petition shall be heard andmieiteed in an open Tribunal or Court.

Time and place of hearing petition.

19.—(1) Subject to the provisions of subparagrahof this paragraph, the time and place of the
hearing of an election petition shall be fixed b fTribunal or Court and notice of the time and
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place of the hearing, which may be as in Form T €et out in Schedule 2 of this Act, shall be
given by the Secretary at least five days befoeedthy fixed for the hearing by—

(a) posting the notice on the Tribunal notice boarnj

(b) sending a copy of the notice by registered positrmugh a messenger to—
(i) the petitioner’s address for service;

(ii) the respondent’s addresses for service, if any; o

(iii) the Resident Electoral Commissioner or the Corsimisas the case may be.

(2) In fixing the place of hearing, the Tribunal @ourt shall have due regard to the proximity to
and accessibility from the place where the electvas held.

Notice of hearing.

20. The Resident Electoral Commissioner or Commissisrthe case may be shall publish the
notice of hearing by causing a copy of the notaceéd displayed in the place which was appointed
for the delivery of nomination papers prior to #lection or in some conspicuous place or places
within the constituency, but failure to do so owyaniscarriage of the copy of notice of hearing

shall not affect the proceedings if it does notasign injustice against any of the parties to the
election petition.

Posting of notice on Tribunal notice board deemedotbe good notice.

21. The posting of the notice of hearing on thdomial notice board shall be deemed and taken to
be good notice, and the notice shall not be vitidtg any miscarriage of the copy or copies of the
notice sent pursuant to paragraph 19 of this Sdaedu

Postponement of hearing.

22.—(1) The Tribunal or Court may, from time to &nby order made on the application of a party
to the election petition or at the instance of Thiunal or Court, postpone the beginning of the
hearing to such day as the Tribunal or Court maysicker appropriate having regard at all times to
the need for speedy conclusion of the hearingegthction petition.

(2) A copy of the order shall be sent by the Secyeby registered post or messenger to the
Electoral Officer or the Resident Electoral Comnaissr or the Commission who shall publish the
order in the manner provided in paragraph 20 & slchedule for publishing the notice of hearing,
but failure on the part of the Electoral Officer Besident Electoral Commissioner or the
Commission to publish the copy of the order of posement shall not affect the proceedings in
any manner whatsoever.

(3) The Secretary shall post or cause to be pastdte tribunal notice board a copy of the order.
(4) Where the tribunal or Court gives an order o$tponement at its own instance a copy of the
order shall be sent by the Secretary by registpostl or messenger to the address for service given

by the petitioner and to the address for servicany, given by the respondents or any of them.

(5) The provisions of paragraph 21 of this Schedshtall apply to an order or a notice of
postponement as they do to the notice of hearing.

Non arrival of Chairman of Tribunal or Presiding Ju stice of Court.
23. If the Chairman of the Tribunal or Presidingstite of the Court has not arrived at the
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appointed time for the hearing or at the time tacwthe hearing has been postponed, the hearing
shall be by reason of that fact stand adjourngtig¢dollowing day and so from day to day.

Hearing continues from day to day.

24.—(1) No formal adjournment of the Tribunal oru@ofor the hearing an election petition shall
be necessary, but the hearing shall be deemedradpand may be continued from day to day
until the hearing is concluded unless the TribworaCourt otherwise directs as the circumstances
may dictate.

(2) If the Chairman of the Tribunal or the Presgifustice of the Court who begins the hearing of
an election petition is disabled by illness or ottise, the hearing may be recommended and
concluded by another Chairman of the Tribunal @skling Justice of the Court appointed by the
appropriate authority.

Adjournment of hearing.

25.—(1) After the hearing of an election petitiomshbegun, if the inquiry cannot be continued on
the ensuring day or, if that day is a Sunday oulli holiday, on the day following the same, the
hearing shall not be adjourned sine die but tofaitke day to be announced before the rising of the
Tribunal or Court and notice of the day to whick trearing is adjourned shall forthwith be posted
by the Secretary on the notice board.

(2) The hearing may be continued on a Saturdayoor @ public holiday if circumstances dictate.

Power of Chairman of the Tribunal or the PresidingJustice of the Court to dispose on
interlocutory matters.
26.—(1) All interlocutory questions and matters nieyheard and disposed of by the Chairman of
the Tribunal or the Presiding Justice of the Cauro shall have control over the proceedings as a
Judge in the Federal High Court.

(2) After the hearing of the election petition mncluded, if the Tribunal or Court before which it
was heard has prepared its judgment but the Chaionthe Presiding Justice is unable to deliver it
due to illness or any other cause, the judgment beagielivered by one of the members, and the
judgment as delivered shall be the judgment ofTiileunal or Court and the member shall certify
the decision of the Tribunal or Court to the Restd&lectoral Commissioner, or to the
Commission.

Effect of determination of election petition.

27.—(1) At the conclusion of the hearing, the Tribushall determine whether a person whose
election or return is complained of or any otherspa, and what person, was validly returned or
elected, or whether the election was void, andl stetify the determination to the Resident
Electoral Commissioner or the Commission.

(2) If the Tribunal or Court has determined that #tection is invalid, then, subject to Section 147
of this Act, where there is, an appeal and the alpfals, a new election shall be held by the
Commission.

(3) Where a new election is to be held under thrwvipions of this paragraph, :the Commission
shall appoint a date for the election which shall be later than 3 months from the date of the
determination.

Withdraw abatement of petition.
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28.—(1) An election petition shall not be withdrawithout leave of the Tribunal or Court.

(2) Where the petitioners are more than one noiegifn for leave to withdraw the election
petition shall be made except with the consentldha petitioners.

(3) The application for leave to withdraw an elentshall be made by motion after notice of the
application has been given to the respondents.

(4) The notice of motion shall state the groundsvdrich the motion to withdraw is based,
supported with affidavit verifying the facts andisens for withdrawal, signed by the petitioner or
petitioners in the presence of the Secretary.

(5) At the time of filing the notice of motion thmetitioner or petitioners shall leave copies for
service on the respondent.

(6) The petitioner or petitioners shall also fitetaffidavits required under paragraph 29 of this
Schedule together with copies for each respondeatpay the fees prescribed or directed by the
Secretary for services.

Affidavits against illegal term of withdraw.
29. Before the leave for withdrawal of an electjmatition is granted, each of the parties to the
petition shall produce an affidavit, stating that—

(a) to the best of the deponent’s knowledge and betieagreement or term of any kind whatsoever
has been made; and

(b) no undertaking has been entered into, in relatiothe withdrawal of the petition, but if any
lawful agreement has been made with respect tavithelrawal of the petition, the affidavit shall
set forth that agreement and shall make the fonggsiatement subject to what appears from the
affidavit.

Time for hearing Motion for leave to withdraw petition.
30.—(1) The time for hearing the motion for leaventithdraw the election petition shall be fixed
by the Tribunal or Court.

(2) The Secretary may give notice of the day fif@mdthe hearing of the motion to the respondents
and post or cause to be posted on the Tribunatenbtiard a copy of the notice.

Payment of costs to Respondents

31. If the election petition is withdrawn, the pieter shall be liable to pay appropriate costth&
respondents or any of them unless the TribunalouriGtherwise orders.

Abatement of proceedings in election petition

32.—(1) If a sale petitioner or the survivor of eeal petitioners dies then, subject to subparagraph
(2) and (3) of this paragraph, there shall be nmthér proceedings on the election petition and the
Tribunal or Court may strike it out of its causst.li

(2) The death of a petitioner shall not affect hability for the payment of costs previously
incurred in the course of proceeding in respethefelection petition prior to its abatement.
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(3) Where notice, with copies for each party to é¢hection petition supported by the affidavit of
two witnesses testifying to the death of a soléipater or of the survivor of several petitioneis,
given to the Secretary, he shall submit the ndticéhe Tribunal or Court and if the Tribunal or
Court so directs, the Secretary shall—
(a) serve notice thereof on the other parties tqttéion;
(b) post or cause to be posted a notice thereof®it tibunal notice board; and
(c) cause notice thereof to be published in conspisymaces in the constituency, in such form as
the Tribunal or Court may direct.

Notice of no opposition to petition
33.—(1) If before the hearing of an election petitia respondent, other than the Electoral Officer,
the Returning Officer or Presiding Officer, givesthe Tribunal or Court notice in writing signed
by him or his Solicitor before the Secretary thatdoes not intend to oppose the election petition,

the Secretary shall—

(a) serve notice thereof on the other parties teethetion petition; and

(b) post or cause to be posted a notice thereof®ii tibunal notice board.

(2) The respondent shall file the notice with aycégr each other party to the election petition not
less than six days before the day appointed faritgeaf the election petition.

(3) A respondent who has given notice of his iritentot to oppose the election petition shall not

appear or act as a party against the electionigreiit any proceeding on it; but the giving of the
notice shall not of itself cause him to cease ta bespondent.

Countermand of notice of hearing

34.—(1) Where a notice of—
(a) the petitioner’s intention to apply for leavewt@hdraw an election petition; or
(b) the death of the sole petitioner or the survivoseveral petitioners; or

(c) the respondent’s intention not to oppose adatiele petition, is received after notice of hearing
of the election petition has been given, and betbee hearing has begun, the secretary shall

forthwith countermand the notice of hearing.

(2) The countermand shall be given in the same erarmmd, as near as may be, as the notice of
hearing.

Discretion of Tribunals or Court if no reply.
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35. Where the respondent has not entered an apgearar has not filed his reply within the
prescribed time or within such time as the TribumraCourt may have allowed, or has given notice
that he does not intend to oppose the petitiom ke

(a) there remains no more than one other candiddbe election who was not returned; or

(b) the election petition contains no prayer for tedmination that the election was void; or

(c) there are no facts or grounds stated in theielegietition or in the reply, if any, or statedany
further particulars filed in the proceedings oresthise appearing on proof of which it ought to be
determined that election was void; or

(d) the election petition is one complaining of undeturn and claiming the seat or office for the
candidate who was not returned and the respondenhdt raised any formal or written objections
to any of the votes relied on by the petitionee Twibunal or Court may, if it deems fit, determine
the proceedings on the election petition withourirey evidence or further evidence, and in any
case, the proceedings shall be continued and deednon such evidence or otherwise as the
Tribunal or Court may deem necessary for the fodl proper determination of the election petition.

Fees.

36.—(1) The fee payable on the presentation oflestien petition shall not be less thish000.00.

(2) A hearing fees shall be payable for the heaainthe rate o=M0 per day of the hearing but no
exceedingd2000 in all, but the Tribunal or Court may directliferent fee to be charged for any
day of the hearing.

(3) For the purpose of subparagraph (2) of thisgr@ph, the petitioners shall make a deposit of not
less thard800 at the time of presenting his petition.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this paragraple tbes payable in connection with an election
petition shall be at the rate prescribed for gividceedings in the Federal High Court.

(5) No fees shall be payable by the Attorney-Gdnefrthe Federation (acting in person or through
any other legal officer) or by a respondent who ti@sCommission or any of its officers appointed
pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

(6) No fees shall be payable for the summoningitiesses summoned by the Tribunal or Court at
its own instance.

Allocation of costs

37.—(1) All costs, charges and expenses of andiémtal to the presentation of an election petition
and to the proceedings consequent thereon, witlexheption of such as are otherwise provided
for, shall be defrayed by the parties to the edecpetition in such manner and in such proportions
as the Tribunal or Court may determine, regarddpbiad to—

(a) the disallowance of any costs, charges or exgengach may in the opinion of the Tribunal or
Court have been caused by vexatious conduct, udézliallegation or unfounded objection on the
part of the petitioner or of the respondent, asctiee may be; and

(b) the discouragement of any needless expensegsdyitly the burden of defraying the expenses
on the Party by whom it has been caused; whetlaéPtrty is or is not on the whole successful.

(2) Where the Tribunal or Court declare an electmhe void, it may, if satisfied that the invatidi
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was due either wholly or in part to the culpabléad# of an officer responsible for the conduct of
the election in the performance of his duties inggolsy this Act, order that the whole or part of the
cost awarded to the successful petitioner be paitidt officer.

Return of Security.

38. Money deposited as security shall, when nodongeded as security for costs, charges or
expenses, be returned to the person in whose riadepasited or to the person entitled to receive it
by order of the Tribunal or Court which may be mademotion after notice and proof that all just
claims have been satisfied or otherwise sufficieptlovided for as the Tribunal or Court may
require.

Payment of costs out of security

39.—(1) The Tribunal or Court may, on applicatioad®e by a person to whom any costs, charges
or expenses is payable, order it to be paid oatddposit made to secure it, after notice to thtypa
by or on whose behalf the deposit was made, reguinim to file a statement within a specified
time whether he opposes the application and thengrof his opposition.

(2) Where a dispute arises on an application usdleparagraph (1) of this paragraph, the Tribunal
or Court shall afford every person affected by dispute an opportunity of being heard and shall
make such order there on as it may deem fit.

(3) A person shall, be deemed to have been affattkedpportunity of being heard if notice of the
appointed time for the inquiry into the dispute vgigen to him, though the person may not have
been present at the making of the inquiry.

(4) A notice to be given to a person under thisageaph may be given by the Secretary handing
him the notice or sending it to him by registeretidr—

(a) in the case of a party, at the address for servic

(b) in the case of an application for payment, ataldress given in his application, so however,
that the provisions of this subparagraph shallpretude the giving of notice in any other manner
in which notice may be given or which may be auttest by the Tribunal or Court.

(5) Execution may be levied under an order for paytrmade by the Tribunal or Court under this
paragraph in the same manner and to the same exdarecution may be levied under judgment
for the payment of money.

Calling of withesses

40.—(1) On the hearing of an election petition, Trdunal or Court may summon a person as a
witness who appears to the Tribunal or Court teeHaeen concerned in the election.

(2) The Tribunal or Court may examine a withnesswmmoned or any other person in the Tribunal
or Court although the witness or person is notedakind examined by a party to the election
petition, and thereafter he may be cross-examingedrmon behalf of the petitioner and the
respondent.

(3) The expenses of a witness called by the Triban&ourt at its own instance shall, unless the
Tribunal or Court otherwise orders, be deemed tadsts of the election petition and may, if the
Tribunal or Court so directs, be paid in the firttance by the Secretary in the same way as State
withess’ expenses and recovered in such manneeagibunal or Court may direct.
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(4) Where the Tribunal or Court summons a persora asitness under this paragraph, the
provisions of the Civil Procedure Rules relatingthe expenses of persons ordered to attend a
hearing shall apply as if they were part of thisagaaph.

(5) The Tribunal or Court shall—

(a) in making and carrying into effect an order foe fproduction and inspection of documents used
in the election; and

(b) in the examination of any witness who producesvitlr produce a document, ensure that the
way in which the vote of a particular person hasrnbgiven shall not be disclosed.

Privileges of a witness.

41.—(1) A person called as a witness in a procegitirthe Tribunal or Court shall not be excused
from answering a question relating to an offencemmected with an election on the grounds that
the answer thereto may incriminate or tend to marate him, or on the ground of privilege.

(2) A witness who answers truly all questions whiwh is required by the Tribunal or Court to
answer shall be entitled to receive a certificdtandemnity under the hand of the Chairman or the
Tribunal or Presiding Justice of the Court statimat the withess has so answered.

(3) An answer by a person to a question befor&@thminal or Court shall not, except in the case of
a criminal proceeding for perjury in respect of #dmswer, be admissible in any proceeding, civil or
criminal, in evidence against him.

(4) When a person has received a certificate oérimuity in relation to an election and legal
proceedings are at any time brought against himafooffence against the provisions of this Act,
committed by him prior to the date of the certifecat or in relation to that election, the Tribuoal
Court having cognizance of the case shall, on pobdfie certificate, stay the proceeding, and may,
at its discretion award to that person such casteamay have been put to in the proceeding.

Evidence of Respondent

42. At the hearing of an election petition compiggnof an undue return and claiming the seat or
office for a petitioner, the respondent may, subjecthe provisions of subparagraph (2) of
paragraph 12 of this Schedule, give evidence tgetbat the election of the petitioner was undue
in the same manner as if he were the person piegdtie election petition complaining of the

election.

Enlargement and abridgement of time.

43.—(1) The Tribunal or Court shall have power,jsabto the provisions of Section 141 of this
Act and paragraph 14 of this Schedule, to enlarge for doing any act or taking any proceedings
on such terms (if any) as the justice of the caag maquire except otherwise provided by any other
provision of this Schedule.

(2) An enlargement of time may be ordered althotigh application for the enlargement is not
made until after the expiration of the time appethbr allowed.

(3) When the time for delivering a pleading or dmemt or filing any affidavit, answer or
document, or doing anything or act is or has begedfor limited by any of the sections,
paragraphs or rules under or in pursuance of thtsoAby a direction or an order of the Tribunal or
Court, the costs of an application to extend theetiwhere allowed or of an order made there on
shall be borne by the party making the applicatioless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders.
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(4) Every application for enlargement or abridgetrafriime shall be supported by affidavit.

(5) An application for abridgement of time maydeparte, but the Tribunal or Court may require
notice of the application to be given to the otharties to the election petition.

(6) An application for enlargement of time shallrhade by motion after notice to the other party to
the election petition but the Tribunal or Court mfoy good cause shown by affidavit or otherwise,
dispense with the notice.

(7) A copy of an order made for enlargement ordgeiment of time shall be filed or delivered
together with any document filed or delivered bgue of the order.

Service of Notice

44.—(1) Where a summons, notice or document, difieen a notice or document mentioned in
subparagraph (1) of paragraph 7 of this Schedsilesquired to be served on a person for a purpose
connected with an election petition, it may be edriby delivering it to the person or by leaving it
at his last known place of abode in the constityaemith any person there found who is a resident
of the abode and appears to be 18 years of agerar. m

(2) After a party has given an address for seriticghall be sufficient if, in lieu of serving him
personally with a document intended for him, thewoent is served—

(a) on the person appearing on the paper last fireli® behalf as his Solicitor wherever the person
may be found or, if the person is not found atdfifice, on the clerk there apparently in charge; or

(b) on the person named as occupier in his addressefeice wherever the person may be found
or, if the person is not found at the address, on—

(i) the person there found apparently in chargaydhsaddress is a place or business, or

(ii) a person, other than a domestic servant, themedfavho is a resident of the address and appears
to be 18 years of age or more.

(3) A party may change his address for serviceibaiyg notice of his new address for service and
its occupier to the Secretary and to each parthidaelection petition, but, until a notice, is rieeel

by the Secretary, his old address for service sloaltinue to be his address for service.

(4) Where service by one of the modes specifiethim paragraph has proved impracticable, the
Tribunal or Court may, on being satisfied, on ampli@ation supported by an affidavit showing
what has been done, that all reasonable efforts hagn made to effect service—

(a) order that service be effected in any of the wmentioned in the provisions of the Civil
Procedure Rules relating to substituted servicelvbervice shall be sufficient; or

(b) dispense with service or notice as the Tribun&aurt deems fit.

Two or more candidates as respondents

45. Two or more candidates may be made respontietite same petition and their case may, for
the sake of convenience be heard at same timebatl fourposes (including the taking of security)
the election petition shall be deemed to be a s¢pgetition against each of the respondents.
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Consolidated petitions.

46. Where two or more petitions are presented latiom to the same election or return, all the
petitions shall be consolidated, considered anddadt with as one petition unless the Tribunal or
Court shall otherwise direct in order to do justizean objection in line against one or more of the
petitions has been upheld by the Tribunal or Court.

Electoral Officer, etc. as Respondents

47.—(1) Where an election petition complains of doaduct of an Electoral Officer, a Presiding
Officer, Returning Officer or any other official dhe Commission he shall for all purposes be
deemed to be a respondent and joined in the efep#ttion as a necessary party, but an Electoral
Officer, a Presiding Officer, Returning Officer any other official of the Commission shall not be
at liberty to decline from opposing the petitioncegt with the written consent of the Attorney-
General of the Federation.

(2) If consent is withheld by the Attorney-Geneualder subparagraph (1) of this paragraph the
Government of the Federation shall indemnify theckral Officer, Presiding Officer, Returning
Officer or such other official of the Commissionaast any costs which may be awarded against
him by the Tribunal or Court in respect of the &lat petition.

(3) Where the Commission, an Electoral Officer, rasikling Officer, Returning Officer or any
other official of the Commission has been joinedaagspondent in an election petition, a Legal
Officer of the Commission or a Legal Practitionagaged by the Commission or the Attorney-
General of the State concerned (acting in persothmugh any of his Legal Officers), or the
Attorney-General of the Federation (acting in perso through any of his Legal Officers) shall
represent the Commission Electoral Officer, PragjdDfficer, Returning Officer or other official
of the Commission at the Tribunal or Court.

(4) A private Legal Practitioner engaged by the @ussion under subparagraph (3) of this
paragraph shall be entitled to be paid his profesdifees and a Legal Officer so engaged shall be
paid such honorarium as may be approved by the Gssion.

Duplicate of document

48. In the absence of express provision in thiseBale, a party filing any document or process
paper in connection with any step being taken i phoceedings of an election petition shall,
unless the Secretary otherwise directs, leave thithSecretary copies of the document or process
paper for service on each of the parties to thetiele petition in addition to three copies whicle th
Secretary may preserve.

Noncompliance with rules, etc.

49.—(1) Noncompliance with any of the provisionstluit Schedule, or with a rule of practice for
the time being operative, except otherwise statehplied, shall not render any proceeding void,
unless the Tribunal or Court so directs, but thecpeding may be set aside wholly or in part as
irregular, or amended, or otherwise dealt withunrsmanner and on such terms as the Tribunal or
Court may deems fit and just.

(2) An application to set aside an election patitior a proceeding resulting there from for
irregularity or for being a nullity, shall not baved unless made within a reasonable time and
when the party making the application has not takag fresh step in the proceedings after
knowledge of the defect.
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(3) An application to set aside an election patitar a proceeding pertaining thereto shall show
clearly the legal grounds on which the applicat®hased.

(4) An election petition shall not be defeated hyodbjection as to form if it is possible at the ¢im
the objection is raised to remedy the defect eiblyeway of amendment or as may be directed by
the Tribunal or Court.

(5) An objection challenging the regularity or coetgnce of an election petition shall be heard and
determined before any further steps in the procegsdif the objection is brought immediately the
defect on the face of the election petition is cexi.

Application of rules of court.

50. Subject to the express provisions of this &u, practice and procedure of the Tribunal or the
Court in relation to an election petition shall & nearly as possible, similar to the practice and
procedure of the Federal High Court in the exerofsiés civil jurisdiction, and the Civil Procedure
Rules shall apply with such modifications as maynkeessary to render them applicable having
regard to the provisions of this Act, as if theiti@mter and the respondent were respectively the
plaintiff and the defendant in an ordinary civitiaao.

Practice and Procedure of Court of Appeal and Supm@e Court.

51. Subject to the provisions of this Act, an appedhe Court of Appeal or to the Supreme Court
shall be determined in accordance with the practite procedure relating to appeals in the Court
of Appeal or of the Supreme Court, as the casebeayegard being had to the need for urgency on
electoral matters.

66



SECOND SCHEDULE

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL
ELECTORAL COMMISSION

OATH / AFFIRMATION
OF NEUTRALITY

I do solemnly swear/affirm that | will be faithful to the
Federal Republic of Nigeria; that as

| will discharge my duties to the best of my ability in
accordance with the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the Electoral Act and the
Guidelines issued by the Independent National Electoral Commission; that | will do the right to all
candidates and political parties according to law without fear or favour, affection or ill-will.
So help me God.

Deponent

Sworn to / Affirmed at: this: day of 20

Before me:
Resident Electoral Commissioner/
Electoral officer.
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THIRD SCHEDULE
ELECTORAL ACT

ELECTORAL ACT
SECTION A
Form Ec. 1 Section 10(4)
APPLICATION FOR INCLUSION IN REGISTER OF VOTERS

To the Registration Officer,

apply to be included in the Preliminary List of the Register of Voters for the above
constituency upon the grounds:

1. That | am a citizen of Nigeria,;
2. That| am 18 years or above 18 years of age;
3. That | am now ordinarily resident at.............cccooeiii i e

(here state town or village and if possible the street number if known)
4. And | declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and-

*(@) that | am not already registered in this or any other Preliminary List or
Register of Voters under the above Act (or | request that my name be
Entered in the appropriate list); or

*(b) that | have already registered, but wish my name transferred to the
area of my new abode. Particular of my former place of residence
are given below- CODE

REGISTRATION UNIT.......coooi e,
VOTER'S NUMBER.........cos e,
VOTER'S NAME. ..ot e,
SECTION B
APPLICANT’'S OTHER PARTICULARS (IN CAPITALS)

SEX MALE (M) FEMALE (F) ... coveeeee oottt
ADDRESS (j.e. HOUSE NUMBER, STREET NAME OR NAME OF VILLAGE
OR HAMLET)

©oo~NO®

*Right thumb print impressed in the presence of
witness to thumb print

*Cross out which ever is inapplicable
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SECTION 77(1)
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
FORM EC.2
CLAIM FOR CORRECTION OF OUR INSERTION OF NAME IN PRELIMINARY LIST

To the Supervisory Assistant Registration Officer

hereby declare.

1. That | applied for inclusion in the Supplementary List for the Updating Register of Voters for
the above Wardonthe ............cccoiiiiiiiiiiii e, 20, and that my particulars have
been omitted/inaccurately stated.

2. | am a citizen of Nigeria.

3. I am 18 years of age or over

4. |1 am ordinary resident at the above address

5. I hereby apply for the Supplementary List to be completed/corrected accordingly.

6. | declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and that | am not already
registered in this or any Supplementary List or Register of Voters.

Date Signature or Thumb Print
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FORM EC.3.
Section 20(2)
OBJECTION TO NAME IN SUPPLEMENTARY LIST
To be Supervisory/Assistant Registration/Officer

whose name appears in the Supplementary List for the above Ward hereby give notice:

That | object to the inclusion in such list of the name
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SECTION 20(2)
FORM EC 3A
NOTIFICATION OF DEATH OF A PERSON NAMED IN THE REGISTER OF VOTERS

TO THE REGISTRATION OFFICER,

.......................................................... Constituency.........oceevveeveeieiiieie e 200000

) et Of e hereby give notice
112 U whose name is on the Register of
VOterS.. ..o e, Registration Centre as...........c.vcevevviieiiiieiie e Is dead.
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PARAGRAPH 4 FIRST SCHEDULE
FORM TF 001
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE
HOUSES ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT oottt et e e e e e
PETITION NO. ...t e e

The electiontothe........ccoovviiiiiiiiii i fore v Constituency or the office
heldonthe ............ccoiviennn. day of oo, 20......

BETWEEN
A B
I Plaintiff(s)
AND
B o
G H. Respondent(s)

PETITION
The petition of A.B. Of ....cooiiiiii (OrAB.Of i, and C.D.
Of oo or as the case may be) whose names are subscribed.

Your petitioner A.B. was a candidate at the above election or claims to have had a right to contest
or be returned at the above election or was a registered political party and your

PELLION. .. oee e e e (here state in like manner the right of each
PELItIONEr ... vt and your petitioner(s) state(s) that the election
was held on the. day
Of e 20 s when A.B. (and C.D.) and E.F. (and G.H.)

were candidate(s). And your petitioner(s) state(s) that (here stated facts and grounds on which
the Petitioner(S) FelY........o v e e e e e

Wherefore your petitioner(s) pray(s) that it may be determined that the said E.F. (and G.H.) was
(were) not duly elected (or returned) and that their (or his) election was void or that the said A.B.
(and C.D.) was (were) elected and ought to have been returned, or as the case may be.

SIgNed ... A.B.

............................................................... C.D

Address for Service.........ooovviiiie i e,

The name of any (or our) SoliCitor is .........ccccovvevvennnnnn.

Or | (or we) am (or are) acting for myself (or ourselves)

Signed......ccoii A.B. Petitioners)

.................................................... C.D.

Signed before me this............... dayof.......c.ooviiiiinnn, 20,0,
Secretary
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PARAGRAPH 3 SCHEDULE 1
FORM TF 002
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE
HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ... e e e PETITIONNO......cciiiii i
BETWEEN

...................................................... Petitioner(s)

AND

...................................................... Respondent(s)

Received on the....................... day of...oooviiiii 20, i, at the Registry of
the Tribunal, a petition touching the election of.............ccoiiiiiii i, as a member
Of e to the office of.......... purporting to be signed by
Dated................ this................ day of oo 200,
Secretary

Secretary For Service on: Petitioner
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PARAGRAPH 7 FIRST SCHEDULE
FORM TF0003
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
IN THE NATIONAL A SSEMBLY ELECTION/GOVERNORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE
HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ..ot e e

PETITION NO......oeoviiiiiiiiine e,
BETWEEN
........................................... Petitioner(s)

........................................... Respondent(s)
........................................... To Respondent(s)

NOTICE OF PRSENTATION OF PETITION

TAKE NOTICE that a petition, a duplicate whereof is attached hereto, has this day been

presented in the Registry of the Tribunal/Court of Appeal hamed above and that you are to enter

an appearance in respect of the petition to the said Registry within ........................... days of

the date when this notice was left at your address set out below, or as the Court may direct by

order under paragraph 8(2) of First Schedule to this Act, otherwise proceedings on the petition

may be continued and determined in default of your appearance, and any document intended for

you may be posted up on the notice board, which shall be sufficient notice thereof.

Secretary

74



PARAGRAPH 9 FIRST SCHEDULE
FORM TF 004
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE
HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ... e e PETITIONNO ..o
BETWEEN

...................................................... Petitioner(s)

AND

..................................................... Respondent(s)

To: The Secretary
MEMORANDUM OF APPEARANCE
Election Tribunal/Court of Appeal

Please enter apPearanCe fOr ... ......ir it e e e e e e e e
who 5

in the above election petition.

The name and address of his Solicitor are as follows:

75



PARAGRAPH 19 FIRST SCHEDULE
FORM TF 005
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE
HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ... e e PETITION NO....cciiiiiiie e
BETWEEN

........................................................... Petitioner(s)

AND

.......................................................... (Respondent(s)

The petition Of (Petitioner)
Of e

(orof..cccoiiiiiiiini. Of e and ... (Petitioners) as the case

may be) whose name(s) are subscribed.

NOTICE OF HEARING

TAKE NOTICE the above election petition will be heard at ................ ON .ovvvvieenns the ...... day
(o) S 20, and on such other days as the Court of Appeal may determine.
Dated this................... dayof......ccoooveiiiiniis 200,

Secretary
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PARAGRAPH 28 FIRST SCHEUDLE
FORM TF 006
ELECTORAL ACT, 2006
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND LEGISLATIVE
HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ..o e PETITION NO ..ot e,
BETWEEN

................................. Petitioner(s)

AND

................................. Respondent(s)

NOTICE OF MOTION TO WITHDRAW PETITION

TAKE NOTICE that this Honourable Tribunal/Court will be moved on....... the...... day
of............ 20...... at the hour of 9 o’clock in the afternoon or as soon thereafter as the Petitioner
or Counsel on his behalf can be heard praying the Tribunal/Court for an order enabling the

Petitioner to withdraw the above petition on the following ground

Petitioner(s) or Solicitor

For Service on:
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SUPPLEMENTAL
Transitional Provisions

(1) The statutory functions, rights, interests, obligations and liabilities of the Independent National
Electoral Commission established pursuant to the 1998 Decree, existing before the
commencement of this Act under any contract or instrument, or in law or in equity shall, by virtue
of this Act, be deemed to have been assigned to and vested in the Independent National
Electoral Commission established by this Act.

(2) Any such contract or instrument as is mentioned in subsection (1) of this section, shall be of
the same force and effect against or in favour of the Independent National Electoral Commission
established by this Act and shall be enforceable as fully and effectively as if instead of the
Independent National Electoral Commission existing before the commencement of this Act, the
Independent National Electoral Commission established by this Act has been named therein or
had been a party thereto.

(3) The Independent National Electoral Commission established by this Act shall be subject to all
the obligations and liabilities to which the Independent National Electoral Commission existing
before the commencement of this Act was subject immediately before the commencement of this
Act and all other persons shall have the same rights powers and remedies against the
Independent National Electoral Commission established by this Act as they had against the
Independent National Electoral Commission of Nigeria existing before the commencement of the
Act.

(4) Any proceeding or cause of action pending or existing immediately before the
commencement of this Act, by or against the Independent National Electoral Commission existing
before the commencement of this Act in respect of any right, interest, obligation or liability of the
Independent National Electoral Commission existing before the commencement of this Act may
be continued or as the case may commenced and any determination of the court of law, tribunal
or other authority or person may be enforced by or against the Independent National Electoral
Commission established by this Act to the same extent that such proceeding or enforced by or
against the Independent National Electoral Commission existing before the commencement of
this Act.

(5) All assets, funds, resources and other movable or immovable property, which immediately
before the commencement of this Act, were vested in the Independent National Electoral
Commission existing before the commencement of this Act shall by virtue of this Act and without
further assurance, be vested in the Independent National Electoral Commission established by
this Act.

(6) Any person who immediately before the coming into force of this Act is the holder of any
office in the Independent National Electoral Commission existing before the commencement of
this Act shall, on the commencement of this Act, continue in office and be deemed to have been
appointed by his office by the Independent National Electoral Commission established by this Act
unless the authority by which the person was appointed terminates the appointment.
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) AND ERITH, PEAGE AND PRog, n%

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ELECTORAL BILL 2006

A BILL

FOR
AN ACT TO REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS
IN THE FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS,
AND THE REGISTRATION OF VOTERS AND MATTERS
CONNECTED THEREWITH, 2006 (HARMONISED).
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