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[English only]

Letter addressed to the President of Eritrea by the commission
of inquiry

United Nations

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN ERITREA

Excellency,

Further to my letter of 14 October 2014, | am writing to you again in my capacity as
Chair of the Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea.

In June 2014, the Human Rights Council established the Commission with the mandate to
investigate all alleged violations of human rights in Eritrea and to report to it at its twenty-ninth
session, starting in Geneva on 15 June.

The Commission undertook its investigation between the months of November 2014 and
May 2015. | sincerely regret that in spite of repeated calls for access and for information related
to the human rights situation, your Government decided not to engage with us and not to provide
any cooperation. We are still ready to engage with you and your Government, should you wish
to invite us to visit Eritrea and discuss the outcome of our investigation with you and your
collaborators.

On the basis of the body of evidence collected from more than 700 testimonies, the
Commission has concluded that systematic, widespread and gross human rights violations have
been and are being committed in Eritrea under the authority of your Government. The
enjoyment of rights and freedoms are severely curtailed in an overall context of a lack of rule of
law.

The Commission also finds that the violations in the areas of extrajudicial executions,
torture (including sexual torture), national service and forced labour may constitute crimes
against humanity. The commission emphasizes that its present findings should not be interpreted
as a conclusion that international crimes have not occurred in other areas.

The full report on the findings and conclusions of the recommendations, together with a
shorter version of it are shared as annexes to this letter. They will be made public on 08 June
2015; and presented and discussed on 23 June, in the course of the Council’s twenty-ninth
session.

In light of the findings of the Commission and as President of Eritrea, President of the
National Assembly and leader of the ruling party, the People’s Front for Democracy and Justice,
I exhort you to take immediate action to address the grave human rights situation in your country,
in particular by ending impunity for officials guilty of gross human rights violations.

3 June 2015

GE.15-08976 (C)



A/HRC/29/42

The Commission urges you and your Government to:

Implement fully and without further delay the 1997 Constitution. Any amendments
to the Constitution should take place in a transparent and participatory manner and take
into account Eritrea’s obligations under international human rights law.

Acknowledge the existence of human rights violations and ensure accountability for
past human rights violations, including but not limited to extrajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances, torture, unlawful detention, sexual violence and forced labour, also within
national service.

Cease with immediate effect the practice of enforced disappearance and all forms of
extrajudicial executions, inter alia by discontinuing the shoot-to-kill policy that may be
applicable at any border.

Immediately and unconditionally release all unlawfully and arbitrarily detained
persons, including members of the G-15, journalists and members of religious groups.

Put an immediate end to the use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment.

Discontinue the indefinite national service by limiting it to 18 months for all current
and future conscripts as envisaged by the National Service Proclamation.

Take immediate measures to ensure de facto gender equality and address all forms
of violence against women, including domestic violence, sexual and gender-based violence
by State and non-State actors.

The Commission’s full recommendations are detailed in the reports attached to this letter.
We hold the hope that you will give them serious consideration. We strongly believe that, if
implemented, they would be of help to make Eritrea a State where rule of law is implemented
and human rights respected.

The Commission avails itself of the opportunity to renew the expression of its highest
consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mike Smith
Chair
Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea

His Excellency

Mr. Isaias Afwerki

President of the State of Eritrea
Asmara

GE.15-08976 (C)

23/26



A/HRC/29/42

Annex I

24/26

List of detention facilities identified by the commission of inquiry

Detention facilities in Eritrea documented by the commission of inquiry

N A~WNE
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First Police Station
Second Police Station
Third Police Station
Fourth Police Station
Fifth Police Station
Sixth Police Station
Abi Adi

Aderser

Adi Abeito

Adi Imer

Adi Keih

Adi Nefas

Adi Quala

Afabet

Agip

Agordat

Ala

Arag

Assab

Baharia

Barentu Military Intelligence Unit
Barentu Military Unit
Barentu Police Station
Barentu Prima Country
Barentu Secret Prison House
Dahlak Kebir

Darsal

Debarwa

Dekembhare

Dengolo

Dugona

Eiraeiro

Gahteley

Gedem

Gelalo

Gergera

Haddis Ma’askar
Hagaz

Halhal

Hashferay

Idaga Arbi

Karshele

Keren

Mai Duma

Mai Edaga
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46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
Sl
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
S7.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

Additional detention facilities reported in the course of the investigation

NG~ WNE

NNNNNNRPRPRPRRRERRRREO
WNPFPOOWONOA~WDNE O

Mai Nefhi
Mai Serwa
Mai Temenay
Massawa
Me’eter
Mendefera
Nakfa
Nakura

Sawa
Segeneti
Sembel
Senafe
Serejeka
Sheila Tessenei
Tehadasso
Tessenei
Track B
Track C
Tsetser
Tsorona
Under Tessenei
Wi’a

Zara

Aba Shawal Police Station

Aboy Regum
Ali Giddeh
Asha Golgol
Auna Wato
Baleko
Dahrotay
Duarwa
Edaga Arbi
Eila Ber’ed
Embatkala
Garage Fenkel
Ginda Police Station
Glas

Golij
Go’igne

Jufa

Keru

Kiloma
Klima
Kudo-Felasi
Metkelabet
Shilalo
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24.
25.
26.
217.

Taba Stifanos
Tsererat

Villagio Prison House
Teio
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