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“The need for a comprehensive approach teo effectively address opportunities
and challenges of international migration”

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe and as the
Coordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmenta] Activities, it is a great honour for me to
be given the opportunity to address this Regional Migration Conference today. We are going
to address the important topic of protection challenges of mixed migration flows in Central
Asia, and the need for building cooperation and partnerships for developing more
comprehensive and effective approaches to migration management. We believe that taking
such an approach will also have a positive impact on stability and security in the OSCE

region and therefore we are pleased to support the Government of Kazakhstan, UNHCR an

With the current migration and refugee crisis going on in the neighbouring areas to Libya,
affecting many of the OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation as well as OSCE

participating States, it has shown us that migration outflows can be very mixed. And



I would like to stress that a key factor in finding effective solutions to mixed migration

challenges is the formatron of good cooperatlon and close partnershrps between concerned

governmenrs governmental agencres and relevant 1nterna110nal and regronal organrzanons

ILO. However I belreve it is time for us to also give deeper thought to how we might

establish more protecﬂon sensitive entry systems wlnle at the same. time managing the

borders and ens ;
management we have in 1he OSCE also reviewed and discussed the legal frameworks
pertaining to migrants and labour mlgrants integration and reintegration issues as well as

how to prevent trafficking and labour explorta‘non We are lookmg forward to learmng more

mrgratron management refugee proteetron and counmes securlty and stabrlrty concerns

Today, being here in Central A ia, I would like to emphasize the importance of the

mrgrants resrdmg in the CIS, has the second largest immigrant populatron in the world, after
the United States, and Kazakhstan is ninth. At the same time, other CIS countries are among
the top ten countries of origin in the world. This picture of the new realities we live in, not

only in this region but in the OSCE region as a whole, poses great challenges to governments.

But great challenges are also great opportunities. And we “should ot underesnmate the

opportumtles and potentral for economrc growth and social rlchness that _come wrth

potential, interstate cooperatlon and coordmaﬁon is vital to make sure that labour migration

happens in a regular and orderly manner. 1 /



Opportunities

A comprehensive approach to international migration is essential to effectively manage the
movements of people and their potential economic, social, and cultural contributions in both

i countries of origin and destination.

Indeed, statistical evidence shows that mxgrants work increases economlc output and growth

“can have 31gn1ﬁcant impacts on poverty reductlon and reduce pressures on the mternal labour

market Indeed, in countries of origin, the 1mpacts of migration through remlttances are fe]t in

higher family income. So even if migration is not a substitute for broader development

efforts, and remittances are not a robust growth strategy, moblhty ‘may be integral to an

effectlve overall strategy for developmem

Facilitating a successful labour migration experience is crucial for ensuring a positive
experience for all parties concerned. This includes closer hnkages between labour market

demand and }.egal entry channels more effectlve regulatlon and momtorlng of recruxtment

For example, Bilateral Labour Agreements have proved to be good tools to formalize each

side’s commitments to ensure that migration takes place in accordance with agreed principles



and procedures. This way, economic sectors with seasonal requirements such as agriculture
and construction can bring advantages to both destination and origin countries, regulating the

whole mlgratlon process from entry to return.

.process due to different factors such as stereotyped labour roles for ‘men and wormen, laek of

polxcies addressmg female mlgra,m Workers speczﬁc needs and limited legal channels

pohexes can make a significant difference to the living and working eondltlon of female

migrant workers. Such a policy approach will not only beneﬁt female mlgra.nts l‘)ut also

contrlbute to the countrles overall economic gams

My office continues to work on providing support to all OSCE pS to implement and develop
more effective migration management including sensitivity to gender aspects. I would like to
take this opportunity to encourage all of you to make use of all the publications my office has
produced together with other international organizations in the last years in the area of

comprehensive labour migration management. They are all available on the OSCE website.

Challenges

Before I conclude, I would like to say a few words on some of the challenges which still need
strong and coordinated inter-state efforts. One of the challenges is availability of reliable and
comparable migration data. Effective policy making needs up-to-date, objective, reliable and

comparable data.

I know that the barriers to change the current situation can be sometimes difficult to
overcome: different data needs at the national and international levels, high expenses linked
to altering data collection systems, need for legislative changes, insufficient relevance for
own data collection needs, different institutional set-ups and capacities and so on. It is
definitely not easy to set up harmonised systems, but to address current challenges and

well as in other OSCE reglons.



For this reason, my office and the IOM have joined forces in a joint project that supports the

estabhshment of a harmomzed data_collection process among Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz

Repubhc and Taﬂklstan The main ouicome, a Handbook on migration data collection, will

“include three country assessments, a common draﬁ template for harmonlsed mxgranon data

collection, general recommenda‘nons and ﬁnal conclusions, and WIH be presented at a,.,:,?

Regional Conference in Vienna in June 2011.

.Given the scale of mlgratlon flows in the region, mtegranon of mlgrants in line with the

Institutions and Human Rights of the OSCE has therefore begun work to assist the OSCE

participating States in assessing their migrant integration policies.

Your Excellencies,

Please let me conclude by calling for reflection and consideration of the currently existing

migration policies in our participating States, and contemplating the potential gains to all our

of trafficking and other vulnerable groups.
Let us face these modern challenges and opportunities.
Let us shape our own future.

Thank you very much.



